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Vera Gellman was born in 1944 in Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, in 
a town where the synagogue played an important role for many of the 
refugees from Europe. 

 

Vera’s parents were already married when they came to England from 
Germany. Her mother was born in Halle, they travelled to Yugoslavia be-
fore finally settling in England. Her mother worked as a domestic and her 
father worked in a factory and later established his own business. Vera 
��������	��
��������
��������
������������������ ��	�������	������
�
of two daughters and her family lived together with her aunts and uncles. 

 

Despite being born in England Vera has strong German connections and 
is very much influenced by her German ancestry and her mother’s Ger-
man origins. 

The family moved to London in 1960 and Vera’s first year in London 
turned out to be very difficult for her. She was only 16 and found it hard to 
meet people of the same age. 

 

Her mother encouraged her to join the youth group at the synagogue 
where the family had the opportunity to join lectures, social projects and 
weekend trips which helped Vera to find new friends in the unfamiliar and 
new town. 

 

She started to volunteer at the synagogue where she looked after elderly 
�������� ��� ����� 	����
�� ����
���
�� �����
���� �	�� �� ��� �	�� ����� �	��� �	��
meetings were educational and fun at the same time. The following year 
she left school and studied pattern cutting and design at an art school. 

 

Vera’s synagogue youth group worked on projects together with the Wem-
bley Alyth Liberal Youth Movement and it was there that she met her hus-
band Robert who still attends reunions from those days. Vera and Robert 
got married when she was 22 and they have two daughters, who are now 
also involved in youth work and who have given them four grandchildren. 

 

Even to this day Vera and her husband have a large social network and 
have a great deal of support from many of their friends who they originally 
met at the youth group in London. 

They joined the AJR group meetings in South London before moving to 
Pinner, Middlesex. Vera, along with Irene Marcus, has been running the 
Pinner meetings for 14 years. Her role includes finding the speaker and 
organising the teas. She is very grateful for the support at head office, 
especially from Esther Rinkoff, Susan Harrod and Myrna Glass.  

 

Despite her continental background she feels very comfortable in England 
and particularly enjoys her involvement in the AJR but also finds time to 
volunteer for the League of Jewish Woman. Her connection with the AJR 
goes back a long time as her mother lived in the flats above the AJR Cen-
tre in Cleve Road for many years.  

 

Vera feels that her generation is very fortunate having been able to grow 
up in relative peace, and that is why she is eager to support the elderly 

Vera Gellman  
British Volunteer with German roots 
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Rosemary Peters 
PA to Michael Newman—Chief Executive 

Rosemary joined the AJR in May 2006 having worked in the offices of two 
local synagogues. Susan Harrod, a friend of hers and an ex colleague at 
Stanmore synagogue, told her that a member of staff was looking for a sec-
retary. This was Michael Newman, who was at that time Head of Claims 
and Publicity, he has subsequently been promoted to Director and more 
recently Chief Executive. 

 

From school Rosemary joined Marks and Spencer’s at their Baker Street 
offices and then worked in public relations. She left when she had her chil-
��
���	��	���������
���	������
�������
������	��� �����
���	�
��	���
were small as a nursery school teacher and went back to an office job part-
time when they were both at primary school. Rosemary is pleased to say 
that her children were educated at school about the Holocaust, both have 
visited Poland and they have organised Holocaust Memorial Day events 
whilst at University, where she was able to use her AJR contacts to find 
speakers. 

 

When she started working as a secretary at AJR, Rosemary thought the 
publicity side of her role would be fine as it was what she was used to deal-
ing with, but she wasn’t so confident about the claims. In fact the claims has 
turned out to be incredibly interesting and with Michael’s guidance Rose-
mary is now able to help the AJR members with their claims and pensions 
whilst listening to their compelling stories. Another interesting part of her job 
is helping to organise AJR events such as Holocaust Memorial Day and 
events for AJR members at the German and Austrian Embassies. 

 

Rosemary thinks that the AJR is very fortunate to have volunteers and in-
terns in the office and has had the pleasure of being assisted by some de-
lightful very young and some ‘not so young’ people. She especially appreci-
ated the support of volunteer Lottie Levy who passed away recently. 

Volunteers have been especially helpful when they are German speaking as 
they are then able to help her with translations. Rosemary’s parents were 
both born in England. Actually, her grandparents came from Russia and 
Poland, as did her husband’s parents. 

 

When looking for a part-time job she never expected to find anything so 
interesting as she did at the AJR and hope they will be helping and educat-
ing people for many years to come. 

 

Out of the office Rosemary enjoys walking her dog, reading, the theatre and 
entertaining. 
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