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THE NEW INGATHERING

The ninety thousand Rumanian Jews who came
1o Israel in the first few years after the State
was established, today form a *“ Landsmann-
schaft " closely knitted together by family and
friendship ties, which helps the latest immigration
from Rumanja to “feel at home”. After an
interval of six years, the Rumanian authorities
ave again permitted Jews to leave, and since that
Switch of policy in September, 1958, approximately
15,000 Rumanian Jews have reached Israel up to
the end of February. 125000 Jewish adults are
8aid to have registered in Rumania for emigration.
How many of them will succeed in reaching Israel
depends on factors beyond our control, but Israel
makes preparations for a hundred thousand new
arrivals in the current year. This figure does not
include immigration from other countries.

All Jews leave Rumania without money and
are allowed to take 45 kg. of luggage each, con-
laining only personal belongings and clothing.
Immigrants are full of praise for the help extended
to them on their transit by the Yugoslav and
Greek authorities. Almost all of them travel on
2 laissez-passer, valid for a single trip and implying
that the holder has lost his Rumanian nationality
and cannot return,

The average cost of bringing an immigrant from

lenna, the first transit stop, to Haifa is about
1£400—and has to be defrayed by the Jewish
Agency. The initial stages of absorption in Israel
Cost another 1£400 per person.

Housing of Rumanian Immigrants

It js true that immigration from 1948-1950 was
of even larger dimensions, but then there was an
ample reserve of unoccupied homes in the country,
left behind by Arab refugees—approximately
50,000 housing units. Since then houses built for
Immigrants cost about 1£6,000 per unit. As the
amilies arriving now are much smaller than those
Who came previously (3.3 persons per family in

¢ average) and since the financial situation is
more difficult, the houses now buijlt are on a more
Mmodest scale. Seventy per cent of the apartments
Will be under 50 sq. m. in area ; in addition many
of the houses will have asbestos walls instead
of cement. The total average cost will be 1£5,000
Per housing unit.
. Since it js impossible to accommodate all the
Mmigrants, even by building these smaller hous-
Ing units, it will be necessary to revert to
Ma'abaroth. To repair and improve the huts will
Cost approximately I£500 each. This is far from

ng a permanent solution to the housing prob-
}fm. all the more as there are still 20,000 families
eft in ma'abaroth from previous immigration
Waves but those huts will provide temporary
Shelter for about 2,000 families.

The Draft Budget submitted to the Knesset for

€ financial year beginning April 1st, 1959, was

sed on an estimate of 40,000 new immigrants,
On the basis of such an estimate the number of
Ousing units required would be 10,000, assuming
that some of the new arrivals would go to exist-
1:8 agricultural settlements and others be absorbed
Y their families. Most of these 10,000 housing
Units are alreadv in the course of construction,
2Y mnow, however, their number has proved
Nadequate as the expected immigration may reach
4 much higher figure, The total cost of transport,
feception, and housing amounts to about 1£2,500
PEr person, It has been estimated that it will cost
I£130 million to absorb the first 50,000 immigrants

and an additional 1£25 million for every 10,000.
On the basis of 100,000 immigrants this would
mean I£255 million, without taking into account
the by far largest item—the cost of providing
work for the new wage earners and absorbing
them economically.

Settlement and Employment

A Rumanian family who were fortunate enough
to be accommodated in a brand-new house made
this simple statement: " We can't eat walls.”
Indeed, the real problem of integration starts only
after housing has been found, and the main task
is to provide productive employment. How then
is it intended to settle these 34,000 immigrant
families who are expected to arrive this year ?

A large percentage of the newcomers are
artisans—carpenters, tailors, shoemakers, and
watchmakers—others are merchants and former
civil servants ; many are skilled workers. From
the point of view of the immigrants’ fitness, quali-
fication, and willingness to work, the present
influx shows many positive features. Rather
problematical is the exceptionally high proportion
—I16 to 18 per cent—of professionals such as
physicians, pharmacists, engineers, etc. This
means that of the 34,000 breadwinners expected to
arrive during the current year, about 6,000 will be
professionals. Since saturation point has been
reached in Israel's capacity to absorb members of
the academic professions, it will hardly be possible
to occupy all of them in their own calling, at
least not immediately upon arrival.

. Teachers will find jobs easily but less so musi-
cians and artists. For doctors and technologists,
tentative suggestions have been made. Not all
villages, for instance, have their own doctor. It
has therefore been proposed to assign an immi-
grant doctor to each of these places on a part-
time basis, with the rest of the time filled in with
farm work together with other members of the
settlement. Considering that among the pre-State
immigration from Germany in the 'thirties, most
of the doctors, lawyers, etc., had then to do manual
work, the suggestion seems to strike a happy com-
promise. Partial solutions on similar lines have
also been mooted for engineers and other tech-
nologists. Some may be employed in industry on
a part-time basis, with the rest of their time made
up in other work.

It is proposed that about 10 per cent of the new-
comers will be absorbed in existing agricultural
settlements, i.e. 6 per cent in moshawim and 4 per
cent in kibbutzim. Plans are being drawn up, not
only fully to utilise the absorption possibilities of
existing settlements, but also to establish new
villages in the hill regions of Galilee and Adullam.
However, settlement in the Negev is expensive
because every cubic metre of water has to be
pumped down the long way from the north, and
settlement in the hills requires high investment
because every inch of ground has to be cleared
of stones, has to be terraced, and made arable.

There can be no doubt that a large section of
the immigrants will this year be engaged on build-
ing their own houses, which will provide employ-
ment for 10,000. The Ministry of Labour will
also have to enlarge its emergency or relief works
schemes jointly with the Jewish National Fund—
principally afforestation and land amelioration and
preparation projects. Such seasonal work as
orange and cotton picking, etc., also at various
seasons, adds, thousands of work days.

Continued on page 2

BONN CONFERENCE ON
COMPENSATION LAW

In Bonn the Compensation Committee of
the Bundestag, from March 3rd to 6th, met
representatives of the competent Ministries
of the Federal Government and of the
Laender ; representatives of the persecutees’
organisations were also present.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
a number of objections to the implementa-
tion of the Federal Indemnification Law,
and also suggestions for improvements. The
Committee came to the conclusion that the
Federal Indemnification Law, as it is at
present implemented, leéads to hardships
which can only be removed by an amend-
ment to the Law. As, however, such an
amendment would prejudice the completion
of the programme at the appointed time, no
legislative steps were contemplated at the
présent juncture. Instead, possibilities of
removing the hardships by means of admini-
strative agreements between the Laender
were discussed. After the next meeting of the
Laender representatives, the Federal Ministry
of Finance will report to the Compensation
Committee of the Bundestag as to whether
and which administrative agreements have
been arrived at by the Laender.

Dr. Walter Schwarz, Berlin, and Dr.
Ernst Katzenstein, Director of the Claims
Conference, were amongst those who spoke
during the discussion, suggesting improve-
ments and criticising special hardships.

“The Association of Jewish Refugees in Gt. Britain
herewith invites its members to the

|
General Meeting |

on Tuesday, April 14, at 7.45 p.m. ‘
| at 51 Belsize Square, N.W.3 l

| (between Swiss Cottage and Belsize Park
] Underground Stations)

‘ AGENDA
I |
[ Report on AJR Activities [
[Election of Management Committee']
5 (Executive) i
Election of Board ‘

(List of Candidates published on page 9
| 11

Dr. Alired Wiener
Director of The Wiener Library

i Deutschland 1959
Jiingste Aussprachen mit
deutschen Lehrern, Studenten
und Schiilern

No further invitations will be sen! out
| Non-members are not entitled to vote but will be

| welcome as guwests ai the Meeting
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Continued from page 1

The goal, naturally, is to find permanent and
productive employment for the new arrivals, which
means agricultural development and industrial
expansion. Many immigrants have to be trained
for this work. Though many of them are people
with skilled vocations and trades, local conditions
do not always make it possible for them to con-
tinue in these vocations. The Ministry of Labour
hag set up 16 centres for vocational training or
specialisation. In these centres about 200 trades
—from hotel service to electronics—are taught,
and 12,000 new immigrants will be able to attend
such courses.

The Human Factor

In contrast to the recent immigration from
Poland, with its high degree of assimilation and
large percentage of mixed marriages, the people
from Rumanian have during all the years of Com-
munism not lost their Jewishness. Some still wear
their Peyoth, and the children of others surprise
the immigration authorities with their fluent
Hebrew. To the question of when they learned
Hebrew they reply: *“ At night”. Zionism.
although outlawed in Rumania, has never lost its
attraction. All immigrants have a certain
reticence about their experiences under the Com-
munist régime, and they are prejudiced against
anything which smacks of communal living and
collective economic forms. It is mainly for these
reasons that very few Rumanian families expressed
their desire to join kibbutzim on a permanent basis,
As, on the other hand, hired Jabour is excluded
in kibbutzim, this very important sector of Israel's
economy will be unable to contribute much
towards immigrant absorption.

Most of the newcomers are town people, and
they find it very difficult to start work in rural
development areas, although jt is in such regions
that small houses are provided and employment
awails them immediately upon arrival in afforesta-
tion and land reclamation projects of the Jewish
National Fund. The wintry conditions in the hills
do not make this any easier. But as farming
proper, let alone industrial work, requires a long
time before showing any return, the tree planting
and land preparation works are the only
immediate employment in such outlying spots, On
the other hand, the people are given the feeling
that the trees they plant and the land they reclaim
will one day be part of their own farms.

Yet it would be unwise to underrate the diffi-
culties: middle-aged lawyers and dentists,
merchants and bookkeepers, though they may be
good Jews and Zionists, do niot always make the
best advance guard in the wilderness ; their wives
have often professions of their own, such as dress-
making and cosmetics, or are proficient in
embroidery or making artificial flowers, etc. A
higher degree of discrimination on the part of the
settlement authorities has, therefore, been called
for, and certain adjustments have already been
made.

It usually takes three to four years for an Oleh
(new immigrant) to become a Varik (an old-timer),
In the course of these years, problems have to be
overcome apart from housing and job-finding, such
as a complete switch-over from urban to rural
life or, even in the case of those who have been
absorbed in towns, from one culture to another,
linguistically and psychologically. The children,
of course, always acclimatise faster, and just this
fact often makes it impossible for the parents to
supervise and further the education of their child-
ren. Sixteen thousand new pupils are expected to
join Israel's schools as a result of the new immi-
gration. As for each additional fifty children, a
new classroom must be built at the cost of
I£12,000, nearly 1£4,000,000 must be spent on new
classrooms alone, At the same time 500 additional
teachers will have to be found.

As far as one dares to forecast, the immigrants
from Rumania seem to be more adaptable than
the recent wave from Poland, because they are
steeped in Jewishness, and will therefore take
many of the upavoidable hardships and disappoint-
ments as part of the process of their final integra-
tion. It is for this reason that only very few of
them are expected to regard Israel as a stepping-
stone for emigration to the New World ; the vast
majority will make Israel their home.

AJR INFORMATION April, 1959

COMPENSATION NEWS

BLESSIN ON COMPENSATION

The departmental head of the compensation and
restitution section in the Bonn Bundesfinanz-
ministerium, Ministerialrat Dr. Georg Blessin, has
been invited by the Association of Democratic
Lawyers from Germany to lecture on * Die
Deutsche Wiedergutmachung, Rueckblick und
Ausblick ", Dr. Blessin is the author of the
standard commentaries to the Bundesentschaedi-
gungsgesetzen and to the Bundesruckerstattungs-
gesetz, The influence of these works on the
legislation and judicature has been tremendous, and
will remain so in the future,

In practically every issue of this journal we have
had to report on shadows of the past—events
which unfortunately sometimes overshadow the
laudable efforts and achievements of the Federal
Government. In this connection, unpleasant
events in the field of indemnification have also to
be dealt with. It will therefore be of great
importance to learn the views of a person of such
authority as Ministerialrat Dr. Blessin. We strongly
advise our readers not to miss the opportunity of
attending this important lecture, which will be
followed by a discussion. We refer to the
advertisement on this page.

AUSTRIAN HILFSFONDS

The Management of the Assistance Fund for
Emigrants from Austria wishes to point out that
the period for claims under the Hilfsfonds having
expired on June 10th, 1957, the Hilfsfonds is, in
accordance with its statutes, not in a position to
take belated claims into consideration.

REPARATIONS AGREEMENT “ESSENTIAL
PILLAR "

Professor Hallstein, the former head of the
West German Foreign Ministry, termed m'-’l-
reparations agreement with Israel as * an essenlia
pillar of the Federal Government’s policy ", when
he took the stand in the Bonn criminal court.
Together with Ambassador Blankenhorn qnd
Baron von Maltzan, he is charged with slandering
and making false accusations against Dr. Strack
of the Ministry of Economics. The latter was
removed from his post as head of the Middle
East Department after allegations that he ha
accepted bribes from Egyptian firms, and that he
was against the reparations agreement with Israel.

Professor Hallstein told the court that the
reparations agreement was ““much opposed not
only by the Nazis but also by mcmbcrs‘of the
Government coalition and the Ministeries
business circles with interests in the Middle East
and, of course, by the Arab countries ™.

CLAIMANTS FROM WUERTTEMBERG

A list has been received from the Israelitisch®
Kultusvereiniguing Wuerttemberg und Hohen-
zollern of approximately 100 persons who haveé
deposited their Wills with various authorities 12
the Wuerttemberg district. The list is on view al
the AJR offices, 8 Fairfax Mansions, London,
N.W.3, from Mon.-Thurs,, 10 am.-l pm. and
2 p.m.-6 p.m., and Fri., 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Enquiries
can also be dealt with in writing, in which case &
stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed.

IN PARLIAMENT

WAR CRIMINALS

In the House of Commons, the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs was asked by Mr. Lewis
whether, in any peace treaty with Germany, he
would seek to ensure that service in the German
armed forces was forbidden to any person sen-
tenced for crimes against peace, against humanity
and because of war crimes or otherwise found
guilty of offences by the International Military
Tribunal in Nuremberg. In reply, Mr. Allan
stated that he could not anticipate Her Majesty’s
Government’s attitude on particular points of
detail in any discussions leading to a German
Peace Treaty.

HERR KRUPP

In reply to & question by Mr. du Cann as to
what was the membership of the mixed Com-
mittee to be set up under the Bonn Settlement
Convention to consider Herr Krupp's application
for an extension of time to fulfil his remaining
obligations to sell his interests, the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs replied that it was one
French, one American, one British, three German
and a seventh member elected by the other six.
The representatives had not yet been appointed.
The Secretary of State was asked to give the House
an assurance that everything possible was being
done to bring this unsatisfactory matter to a con-
clusion, The passage of time in no way lessened
the offences of the Krupps' interests against the

people of Europe. Furthermore, had not those
same interests some influence on the presen
unemployment jn this country ? Herr Krupp
had made a recent statement on this subject. |

Mr. J. Griffiths asked the Minister to bear If
mind that in two world wars, in which successiveé
generations in this country had paid very dearlys
the Krupps’ family name had occurred and the
family had had a great deal of responsibility for
those wars, and we did not want to give Herf
Krupp any favours.

NAZISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affajrs was
asked by Mr. Lewis whether he was aware of 2
resurgence of Nazism and anti-Semitism 12
Western Germany and whether, in any peace treaty
with Germany, he would insist that action be taken
by Germany to prevent the rise of Nazism in that
country. He was also asked what evidence he had
concerning the re-emergence of Nazism and anfl”
Semitism in Western Germany ; and what actiof
he was taking in consequence of this country s
rights in the matter under the Potsdam agreements-

Mr. Allan stated that although there had been
some isolated cases of anti-Semitism, there was no
evidence of the resurgence of Nazism. These cases
had been promptly dealt with by the West German
authorities and condemned ~ strongly in the
Bundestag and in all responsible circles jn Western
Germany, It was a matter for the Federal German
Government,

—

ASSOCIATION OF DEMOCRATIC LAWYERS
FROM GERMANY

i

We invite you to a lecture by |
Ministerialrat Dr. Georg Blessin (Bonn) i
|

“ DIE DEUTSCHE
WIEDERGUTMACHUNG,
RUECKBLICK UND AUSBLICK” |

on
WEDNESDAY, APRIL Bth, ot 8 p.m.
at
Hampstead Town Hell (Large Hall),
Haverstock Hill (opposite Belsize Park tube stn.)
Mon-members’ entronce fee : 2/6 at door

BANK
'KOSCHLAND & HEPNER
LTD.

| Zurich, Selnaustrasse 6 Montreux, 96 Grand' Rue
Tel.: 051 27 06 30 Tel.: 021 6 22 35
Telex : 5 25 62 Telex: 2 42 68

ALL INTERNATIONAL BANKING
TRANSACTIONS
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SHADOWS OF THE PAST

GOERING'S ESTATE

It is probable that a Berlin court of law will
confiscate the still existing bank accounts, shares,
and real estate of former prominent Nazis, in
favour of restitution and indemnification, In the
course of this action a decision will be taken
With regard to the property of Hermann Goering,
which amounts to about one million DM. A
Communication was sent to Goering's widow,
Frau Emmy Goering, and her daughter Edda.
The proceedings will refer to documents, hitherto
unknown, which may reveal new facts concern-
Ing Goering's activities. Among them are the
original documents containing Hitler's order of
April 23rd, 1945, to deprive Goering of all his
osts, to expel him from the Party, and to put
im before a firing squad.

DESECRATION INCIDENTS

Cemetery desecration incidents are becoming
frequent in the Federal Republic. Anti-Semitic
slogans and swastikas were scrawled on the walls
of the Jewish cemetery at Amberg, Oberpfalz.
Nazi slogans have in recent weeks been daubed on
house fronts and walls in cities all over the Federal
Republic and cemetery desecrations have also
Occurred in Freiburg and Essen. Some non-Jewish
cemeteries have also been defiled.

CHARGES BY JEWISH DEPUTY

Social Democratic Deputy Jeanette Wolff has
brought libel charges against two income tax
officials, Kummel and Pascher, in Bonn. Frau
Wolff accused the two men of slandering the
memory of the dead and insulting Jewish women
residing in Germany,

ACTION AGAINST YON LEERS

The German Government has instructed its
Embassy in Cairo to withdraw and cancel the
German passport of Dr. Johannes von Leers,
the former Nazi propagandist, who is continuing
IS anti-Semitic activities under the auspices of
the Egyptian Government in Cairo. The German
Gmlgmmzm has criticised the Cairo Embassy
for issuing a nmew passport to von Leers early
ast year, without previously informing and con-
sulting the German Foreign Office in Bonn.
The Government plans to issue instructions to
all its diplomatic representatives abroad to investi-
gate whether any German subjects who have been
domiciled abroad since the {ast war are active
I promoting and propagating Nazi ideologies.

BLOOD MONEY FINE FOR CRIMINAL
JUDGE

. Dr. Wolfgang Muenstermann, former presiding
Judge of the National Socialist Special Court in
oznan and Berlin, and assistant judge of the
People’s Court, has been fined DM 50,000 in
Berlin for effectively furthering and supporting
the Nazi terror régime. Muenstermann par-
Hcipated in fifty trials, all culminating in death
Sentences, Since May 1957 he has received a
Pension of DM 950 per month, and this will con-
inue. He belongs to the category of so-called

131s". The highest pension which victims of
the terror régime—some of them excluded from

eir profession for twenty-five years—can receive
under the Federal Indemnification Law is DM 600
Per month.

EX-GAULEITER KOCH SENTENCED

Erich Koch, ex-Gauleiter of Prussia and parts
of Poland and Russia, has been sentenced to death
by a Warsaw law court. He was found guilty of
exterminating Poles and Jews, and of crimes
against humanity.

CONCENTRATION CAMP SEQUELS

The Sachsenhausen Committee, which sent
observers to the Bonn law court during the pro-
ceedings against Schubert and Sorge, has accused
thirteen former S.S. leaders and concentration
camp guards of crimes committed against
prisoners. Among them are the former camp
doctor, Baumkoetter, whose case is already being
investigated by a law court in Muenster, and
another doctor, Emil Christian Schmitz, as well as
the former camp official Friedrich Meyerhoff.

The former S.S. officers Sorge and Schubert,
who were sentenced to penal servitude for life by
the Bonn law court, have instructed their counsel
to appeal against the sentence.

The Public Prosecutor in Nuremberg has
ordered the arrest of August Kolb, a former guard
of the Sachsenhausen concentration camp, on
charges of having murdered an 18-year-old Polish
girl who was torn to pieces by dogs, and of having
participated in the killing of at least 244 prisoners.

In 1954 Kolb was sentenced to four years three
months hard labour for other crimes in the con-
centration camp. He has so far denied all charges
against him. Two hundred and fifty witnesses have
been called to provide evidence in this case.

Friedrich Simon, a police official, has been
arrested in Gelsenkirchen, He has been charged
with participating in the shooting of twenty con-
centration camp prisoners in Gleiwitz jn 1945,
Simon was immediately suspended from his service
with the police in Gelsenkirchen,

TRIAL OF MACEDONIAN COMMANDANT

The trial, by a special military court, of Dr.
Max Merten, a captain in the army and war-time
Commandant of the Macedonia district, has begun
in Athens. He is accused of the deportation, under
horrifying circumstances, and the murder of
thousands of Jews from Salonika and a Jarge
number of Greeks, and of extorting money from
his victims under false pretences. The long indict-
ment of the two Public Prosecutors stated, infer
alia, that Merten’s treatment of Jews had brought
to light " the criminal personality, the devilish mind
and the scheming character of the accused”. So
far a score of Jewish and non-Jewish witnesses
have been heard, among them Mr. Asher Moissis,
the former Israeli Consul-General in Athens.

AFTERMATH OF NOVEMBER POGROM

The former Major of the fire brigade in
Mulheim/Ruhr, Alfred Freter, who was acquitted
by the Dusseldorf County Court of the charge
of having ordered the buming down of the
local synagogue in November, 1938, has been
arrested following an appeal by the State Attorney
against the finding of the County Court.

Feuchtwanger (London) Lid.
Bankers
g1, MOORGATE, LONDON, E.C2

Telephone: METropolitan 8151

Representing :

1. L. FEUCHTWANGER BANK LTD.
TEL-AVIV : JERUSALEM : HAIFA

FEUCHTWANGER CORPORATION
52 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 4, N.Y.

—_—
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ANGLO-JUDAICA

Children’s Education

The consecration ceremony of the new building
of the J.F.S. Secondary School in Camden Town
was attended by 600 people, including representa-
tives of all the Jewish communal organisations in
London, leaders of the London County Council
and of the Ministry of Education.

Mr. S. S. Levin, Chairman of the School
Governors, referred to a meeting held in 1944,
when the Education Act was introduced, when
Mr, R. A. Butler had stated that the Govern-
ment was determined to preserve the partnership
of education between the State and religious
institutions and to preserve the wvariety and
individuality of educational establishments. Mr.
Butler had then said that he felt British Jewry
would find it possible to carry on special training
in their schools. Mr. Levin said he did not think
the Jewish community had responded to this
challenge very well. In the country as a whole,
about one in every four or five children attended
voluntary aided schools. In the London Jewish
community, about one in every eight or nine
children attended Jewish day schools. It was in
the interest of the survival of Judaism that they
should take steps to remedy this balance.

Increase in Sephardi Community

At a meeting of the Elders of the Congregation
of the Sephardi community, Mr. H. M, Cansino,
the Parnas Presidente, described the growth in
numbers of the Sephardi community of London
as “the most significant factor™ in the life of
the Spanish and Portoguese Jews' Congregation
over the last decade. The community had been
increased by about two thousand newcomers from
India, Persia and Egypt.

Protest Against Nazis in Office

The Jewish Board of Deputies has demanded
the speedy removal from influential public posi-
tions of Germans who carried out the Nazi policy.
A resolution was unanimously adopted stating
that “the Board recognises the efforts made to
combat the poison of anti-Semitism by the Federal
and Laender Governments, supported by the

“leaders of the Opposition and the heads of many

of the municipalities and a section of the popula-
tion and press, and welcomes the rapid progress of
federal legislation intended to strengthen the law
against racial and religious incitement ".

The Board, however, added that it was its belief
that “such legislation can be effective only if
speedy action is taken to remove from positions
of influence in public life, particularly in the
administration and judiciary ", those who carried
out the policy of the Nazi Government, and to
ensure that no further appointments of such people
are made.

Appointment of Jewish Physicist

The East End-born Jewish physicist, Dr. Nyman
Levin, has been appointed by the United Kingdom
Atomic Energy Authority as Director of its
Weapons Group, in succession to Sir William
Penney.

Obituary

Dr. Jacob Snowman, Medical Officer and
Instructor to the Initiation Society for 27 years,
recently died in his 88th year. Dr. Snowman held
many important posts including a number of
honorary positions for East London organisations.
His reputation as a surgeon-mohel was extremely
high, and not only inside the Jewish community.
He was called upon for the circumcision of the
babies of the Royal Family, and performed the
operation on Prince Charles. He was the author
of a number of books, and contributed to medical
journals.

BERLIN PROPERTY WANTED
Exceptionally good prices paid for West Berlin
property.

PLOTS, RUINS, BOMBED SITES, & HOUSES
of interest

Full particulors in strictest confidence to Box 314,
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THREE NOVELS AND THEIR DIFFERENT
WORLDS

The three novels under review deal with three
very different Jewish worlds. Having read them,
one is almost tempted to see a deeper connection
between their value as novels and the subject
matter which their authors have chosen for treat-
ment. Brijan Glanville, a young writer of Irish-
Jewish descent, in his novel *The Bankrupts™*
depicts the outwardly comfortable, inwardly deso-
late, wasteland of a certain suburb in North-West
London, whose prosperous, largely Jewish, inhabi-
tants are the spiritual and moral bankrupts of the
novel's title. From this narrow world, with its
worship of money and success, with its almost
tribal and wholly sentimental family loyalties, a
young Jewish girl, Rosemary Frieman, tries to
escape. I could not help feeling that her struggle
for freedom would be more convincing and signifi-
cant if her moral and mental equipment were
different from and superior to that of her family
environment, But her revolt remains as emotional,
unthinking and inarticulate as the stubborn resis-
tance with which her parents and relatives oppose
her.

This is by no means the only weakness of the
book. As a social study, which it is meant to be,
it seldom or never rises above the level of super-
ficial, gossip reportage. One is left with the
impression that jt introduces us to a number of
new-rich people, of * parvenus ™ who also happen
0 be Jewjsh. Their Jewishness is accentuated—
and far too often overdrawn—on the surface only ;
and for this very reason, for this lack of subtlety
in the author’s writing, they finally give an impres-
sion exactly opposite to that intended: they
become, as it were, indistinguishable from a well-
known wider layer of society whose newly acquired
riches make them worship false gods. They differ
little or not at all from the Joneses next door.
whose false values they share, Certainly, their
outward appearances, manner, habits and ways of
speech are of a different, more flamboyant nature,
but their owtlook on life, their attitude towards
it, are fundamentally the same as that of a subur-
ban society of very recent wealth.

Even among the younger, more educated people,
the discussions of Jewish problems remain con-
fined to small talk : their thinking and acting on
their situation as Jews is not informed by much
more than a set of “idées recues”™ All,
whether young, middle-aged or old, are stock
characters involved in a conventional, often
implausible, plot. The reader who approaches this
novel with the expectation that a novel should be
a work of imaginative writing will be sadly dis-
appointed. He can enjoy it as a piece of some-
times smartly, sometimes clumsily, contrived
enfertainment. As a critic one could and would
judge it more leniently if it were the author's first
novel. But it is his fourth.

Anglo-Jewish Aristocracy

The distinguished novelist, C. P. Snow, is cur-
rently occupied in writing a series of mnovels,
“Strangers and Brothers ™, in which he tries to
give an over-all picture of British life and society
in the past decades and the present time. Seven
volumes of this “roman fleuve™ have so far
appeared. The last, but not the final, one is “ The
Conscience of the Rich."{ In it, we are introduced
to a Jewish milieu far removed from that of Glan-
ville's (whom, by the way, C. P. Snow mentioned
in a recent article in the News Chronicle as one of
the promising voung writers of social-realistic
novels). But, as he himself is an experienced and
accomplished writer, in “ The Conscience of the
Rich™ he describes the world of Anglo-Jewish
aristocracy with a far surer and more delicate
touch, also with a truer insight than Glanville has
for his *“ coming-up” Jewish middle-class people.
The March family, which has settled in this coun-
try in the 18th century and around whose changing
destinies in the pre-war years the story evolves,
belongs to a family of former City merchant
bankers. Its roots are, for all their Jewish com-

plexities, firmly and solidly embedded in British
* Secker and Warburg. 16s.
$ Macmillap, 15s.

upper-class life, its institutions and traditions. The
main theme of the novel is, however, that of the
slow awakening of its hero’s social conscience.
It leads Charles March into a very determined,
although very respectful and considerate, revolt
against his father and the traditional values which
old Leonard March tries to impose on his son.
After a brilliant and successful start as a young
barrister, he gives up his rewarding career, becomes
a humble doctor, and marries a girl of advanced
social opinions of whom his father strongly dis-
approves. The struggle between the two genera-
tions is sharpened by the underlying affinity
between father and son and the almost passionate
love they feel for each other.

Both of them, as well as their friends and rela-
tives, are far more closely assimilated or, to use
the fashionable term, integrated into their Gentile
environment than are the Friemans in Glanville's
novel. And vet, in spite or even because of that,
they appear far more distinctly, genuinely Jewish.
This is, I believe, mainly due to Snow's art of
characterisation as it unfolds itself in the * Gestalt”
of old Leonard March. Here we have the portrait
—finely, strongly and humorously drawn—of an
ageing man who is convincingly both an English
gentleman and a Jewish patmarch. He, not his
son, is the real hero of the novel, and he comes so
powerfully to life that in comparison with him all
the other characters remain somewhat shadowy.
One would perhaps notice it less if the author had
not tried so hard to make up for it by hinting at
hidden subtleties in what is, after all, the expected
and true-to-type behaviour of his more fictitious
personages, Another, more serious weakness of
the novel, is that its central conflict, a political
indiscretion of Charles's wife which leads to the
final break between father and son, is nothing
more than a “storm in a teacup”, curiously
remote from the desperately serious issues which
were at stake in the ‘thirties.

Refugees in the US.A.

Adriaan van der Veen is a young Dutch writer.
His novel * The Intruder "¥, which was awarded
a prize by the Society for Netherlands Literature,
is set in New York where its hero, a young non-
Jewish intellectual, lives as an exile from his
native Holland during the closing years of the
war. He tells his story in the first person. He
falls in love with a Jewish girl whose family has
also escaped from Holland. Through his love
and through the girl's mother he is gradually,
almost reluctantly, brought to make the Jewish
cause his own. In the course of his inner trans-
formation he proceeds from self-chosen aloofness
to social responsibility, until finally he identifies
himself wholeheartedly and passionately with the
tragic fate of persecuted, outcast Jewry. For
their sake, he severs his ties with his best and only
friends, an American farmer and his wife who
are anti-Semites. He also turns away from his
more liberal-minded and progressive acquain-
tances, a group of young American intellectuals,
when they, too, reveal themselves not to be free
from unconscious anti-Jewish prejudices. When
in the end he is arrested in a police raid because
a harmless meeting of Central-European Jewish
refugees in which he participated was denounced
to the authorities by malicious neighbours as a
suspect gathering of conspirators, he declares
himself before the investigating officer as a Jew:
he thus symbolically accomplishes the act of his
complete identification with the Jews.

Throughout the novel Adriaan van der Veen.
through the mouth of his hero, raises his voice in
a sincere, deeply-felt, well-reasoned and therefore
all the more poignant appeal against anti-Semitism
and its shameful, hideous consequences. His
novel contains an eternal but in our time
especially relevant message, for which we are
deeply grateful to him. It will soon be heard in
Germany, too, as a German translation is in
preparation.

And yet, if this noble book seems not always
quite satisfying to me as a novel, ie. as a work

§ Abeclard and Schumaan, 12s. 64,
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of art, it is perhaps because its narrative qualities
are interwoven with and overlaid by too many,
too ponderous strands of self-analysis. From
these (but also perhaps from a hardly adequate
translation into American English) it woul

.appear as though the hero’s thoughts and actions

were motivated only by private guilt feelings.
These are sq much stressed and insisted upon that
the whole book sometimes seems to fall into the
pattern of too many other contemporary novels,
exploring purely private worlds with too much
purely intellectual equipment. But the more One
reads on, the more movingly apparent it becomes
that it was written from the heart, from the very
simple, very genuine impulses of human goodness
and kindness.

A RECORD OF GNESEN

Following closely upon his earlier monograph on
* Czarnikau ™ (reviewed in AJR Information, Aprll-
1958), Rabbj Posner has just released a second..
more voluminous, study (88 pages) on Gnesen.
The larger size of the community (1,783 members
at its peak by the middle of the 19th century)
justifies the more extensive treatment accorded.
At the same time it is this reviewer's pleasure
to confirm that the presentation of the secon
study is much superior to that of the first one.
The reproductions of the various portraits included
(among them the late Dr. A. A. Sulke and the
late Rabbi Dr. M. Jacobson, father of Dr. Jacob
Jacobson) are clear and impressive. s

While the historic importance of Gnesen 15
intimately linked to the spread of Christianily
among the Slavs, and though Jewish individuals
are known to have resided in Gnesen as early as
the 14th century, the local Jewish community grew
and faded in importance with the tides of Prussian
rule in the 19th and 20th centuries respectively.
Predominantly conservative in Jewish religious
observance, the Jews of Gnesen were stout SUP?
porters of the German linguistic minority an
enthusiastic soldiers in the 19th-century wars ©
unification, as well as in World War L )

This reviewer learned only from Dr, Posners
narrative that quite a few of his personal g0
friends were descended from Gnesen families,
among them such well-known personalities as DI+
Alfred Hirschberg, former executive of the “C.V
in Berlin, now Sao Paulo; Dr. Richard Honig
Professor Emeritus of Law in Gottingen, now 23
resident of Flushing, N.Y., and Dr. Jacob Jacob-
son, already mentioned above, late director of the
Gesamtarchiv der Deutschen Juden in Berlin, noW
living in Worcester, U.K.

A literary footnote to Rabbj Posner’s factual
sketch may be in order: there are two beautiful
passages referring to Gnesen in Heinrich Heines
works, vide Ueber Polen and Aus den Memoiren
des Herrn von Schnabelewopski. Whoever cares
to get the feel of the racjal, linguistic and religious
atmosphere of this disputed borderland, ought 10
consult Heine. 3

The full metrits of Rabbi Posner’s painstaking
researches will become obvious once he succeedS
in making his entire series gradually available i
print. He deserves funther encouragement amt
success in his labour of loving piety.

DR. H. G. REISSNER (New York).

* Rabbi Dr. A. B. Posner, The Annals of the Community
of Gresen (Gniezno) with a map and four pictures-
Jerusalem, 1958
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HANDEL AND THE OLD TESTAMENT

The bi-centenary of Handel's death, which falls
on April 14th, invites some thought on the great
composer’s rather unique preoccupation with sub-
jects from the Old Testament. The vast majority
of his twenty oratorios is based on it, although
the most famous of all, “ Messiah ", is one of
the exceptions (but even this work contains many
passages from the Prophets and from the Psalms).

External reasons, such as the financial difficulties
in which his operatic undertakings involved him,
may account to some extent for Handel's concen-
tration on oratorio during the last twenty years
of his life. Oratorio as an art form is as old as
opera ; both originated well over 100 vears before
Handel. But whereas in his operas Handel stands
in the continuity of Italian tradition, he breaks
new ground in his oratorios. Here, the choice
of the English language was an innovation which,
at the same time, established strong links with the
choral traditions of English music. And it was
also an English trend, namely the symbolical
identification of the English people with the
missionary task of Israel, which must have deter-
mined Handel's choice of subjects 10 a considerable
degree. In addition, these subjects offered him
ample scope for dramatic treatment. It must not
be forgotten that Handel’s oratorios are not Church
music, as it were, sacred operas—some of them
have been successfully staged (e.g., the recemt
performance of *“Samson™ at Covent Garden).
With the exception of “Israel in Egypt”, they
centre round individual Biblical heroes and
heroines, but nearly all of them also depict the
people of Israel and their pagan adversaries, both
represented and imaginatively contrasted in the
great choruses in which Handel excels. In * Israel
in Egypt", the focus is entirely on the people,
and Handel has refrained from introducing even
their leaders, Moses and Aaron,

Handel's first Biblical oratorio, * Esther ", was
based on Racine. The words of Haman's first
aria will appear much more significant to our
generation than to an eighteenth-century audience:

“Let Jewish blood dye every hand,
Nor age, nor sex [ spare,
Raze, raze their temple to the ground,
And let their place no more be found.”

In his book on “The Oratorios of Handel ”,
Percy Young suggests that Handel * had more than
a merely artistic sympathy towards this people and
a gtrong humanitarianism may legitimately be felt
o underlic the presentation of the plot”. The
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same author says of “Israel” that it “has as a
foundation the tribulation of a race. Deliverance
comes, but the thought of the agony remains.
Thanksgiving therefore is heartfelt. The double
chorus is employed . . . because it represents the
vast assembly of the children of Israel and,
secondly, of the whole of humanity ".

Interesting is the reaction of Handel's Jewish
contemporaries to these great musical representa-
tions of their history: it is known that London
Jews flocked to the performances of * Judas
Maccabaeus ™ and of subsequent oratorios, making
no secret of their enthusiasm. Handel was well
aware of this; referring to his * Theodora™, he
remarked: “The Jews will not come because it
is a Christian story, and the ladies will not come
because it is a virtuous one.” In any case, Jewish
aftendance at these high society concerts throws
a significant light on the degree of emancipation
enjoyed by English Jews even before 1750.

Handel's oratorios are, of course, not Jewish
music. But they do represent a great artist’s vision
of Biblical events. As such, they may well inspire
and intensify our own conception of the Bible.

THREE FILMS
VEIT HARLAN FILM IN LONDON

A film directed by Veit Harlan is at present
being shown at a London cinema. Harlan's name
is inseparably associated with the notorious * Jud
Suess " film, which played a decisive part in the
efforts of the Nazi régime to persuade the
German public that the extermination of the Jews
was justified.

When Harlan’s first post-war films were due
to be shown in Germany wide sections of the
German public protested violently against his
come-back. Whilst his new film, *The Third
Sex™, was banned in Switzerland because of
Harlan's record, and whilst the British Board of
Film Censors also refused a certificate, the L.C.C.
passed the film for showing in the London area.

Without wishing to assess undue importance
to the matter, we want to make it clear that the
performance of a Harlan film in this country has
not remained unnoticed, especially amongst those
whose nearest ones fell as victims of a policy
for which the “Jud Suess™ film helped to pave
the way.

FEDERAL AWARD FOR ISRAELI FILM

The Federal Republic has given an award of
30,000 DM to the Israeli documentary, * Paradies
und Feuerofen™. The ninety-minute technical
film on Israel will have its premiére this summer
during the International Film Festival week in
Berlin, and will then be distributed to 1,700
cinemas throughout the Federal Republic. Presi-
dent Heuss and Chancellor Adenauer, who saw the

film at a private showing, were most enthusiastic
about it.

YOUTH ALIYAH FILM

The Children and Youth Aliyvah Committee for
Great Britain presented a film on the work of
Youth Aliyah in Israel to a gathering of represen-
tatives of the press in London, to mark the 25th
anniversary of the movement on February 19th.

The film was produced by Lady Russell of Liver-
pool, with commentary by Lord Russell of
Liverpool, who were both present at the showing
of their film. It tells the story of the Youth Aliyah
Movement, and is a comprehensive account of all
the various types of settlement, children’s village,
day centre and special education projects which
are provided within the framework of Youth
Alivah in Israel.

Dr. Israel Feldman. Joint Chairman of the Com-
mittee, introduced the film, at this first showing
in this country, and outlined the work of the
Movement.
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Old Acquaintances

Home News:—Anton Walbrook left for Stutt-
gart, where he will appear in Chekhov's * Dieser
Platanow "™ and * Dr. med. Praetorius” before
going to New York in the automn for a Broad-
way production.—lrene Prador has joined the
radio programme “The Archers”.—Michael
Rittermann has gone on tour with " Expresso
Bongo ".—Luise Rainer announced she would next
appear in “ Johnny Belinda™ in Israel—Erna
Pinner has finished her new book, * Born Alive ",
containing 120 of her own illustrations, to be
published by Jonathan Cape here.—Rudolphe
Cartier will produce Brecht's * Mother Courage ™,
with Flora Robson, on TV here.—Robent Siodmak
has started directing “The Rough and the
Smooth " in Elstree, based on Robin Maugham’s
novel, with Nadja Tiller, of Genmany, in the lead,
—Dorothea and Frederic Gotfunt have adapted

Wolf Mankowitz’s * Expresso Bongo™ into
German.
Obitnary:—Eighty-one-year-old actress Lina

Lossen, discovered by Alfred Kerr in Miinich,
has died in East Berlin; she was a member. of
Brahm’s ensemble and later of the State Theatres
in Berlin—Karl Wilczynski, a song writer, died
in Viernheim (Bergstrasse). His flat in Berlin was
once the meeting place of young artists; he sur-
vived Hitler in France and Switzerland and pub-
lished his memoirs under the title “ Abenteurer
wider Willen ”".—Rudolf Olden's widow has died
in New York.—Therese Schnabel-Behr, 83-year-
old widow of pianist Arthur Schnabel, has died in
Lugano.—Ossip Dymow has died in New York at
the age of 80. He was the author of * Nju™ and
*“ Bronx Express”.—FErich Zeisl, the Viennese
composer, died in Hollywood after having finished
an opera, “ Hiob ", based on Joseph Roth’s novel.

This and That:—Ruth York, née Landshoff,
has published an excellent short story, * The Open-
ing Night ", in John Lehmann’'s London Magazine.
—Arthur. Koestler has denied a rumour that he
will leave England to settle in Austria,

U.S.A.:—Oskar Homolka's stage version of the
Japanese film * Rashomon™ has made a
tremendous success on Broadway.—Alfred Zeisler,
former husband of Lien Deyers, has re-emigrated
to Germany.—In Hollywood, Friedrich Porges,
correspondent for Continental papers and former
editor of Vienna's Mein Film, has received the
Dimitri Tiomkin Press Award and 5$1.000—H.
Crayon-Krehan has designed the set for * The Gay
Felons ", with German dancer Laya Rakij in the
cast—Lotte Lenya and Ludwig Donath appeared
in the German production of * Dreigroschenoper ™
at New York's City Hall—Joseph Schildkraut’s
autobiography, * My Father and 1", will soon be
published in the US.A—Lilli Palmer, currently
co-starring in ** Not for Me ™, will probably make
her next appearance in *“ Mrs. Warren’s Pro-
fession ™ in Germany.

Austria :—The City of Salzburg has sold the
castle Leopoldskron, former home of Max
Reinhardt, to an American foundation for two
million Austrian schillings—Margarethe Wall-
mann has produced Poulenc’s “ Gespraeche der
Karmeliterinnen ™ at Vienna's State Opera.—Helge
Roswaenge appeared in Lehar's *“Land des
Laechelns ™ at Raimund Theater.—Professor Dr.
E. Buschbeck, lector of Burgtheater, is 70 years old.

Germany :—Gottfried Reinhardt will direct
Vicki Baum’s “ Menschen im Hotel " with O. W.
Fischer, Heinz Ruehmann, Michelle Morgan and
Sonja Ziemann in Berlin. Curtis Bernhardt, who
came especially from Hollywood to direct the film,
is ill.—Herbert Gruenbaum, who returned from
Israel a few years ago, appeared in “ Schwitzbad ”
at Fritz Wisten's East German Volksbuehne in
Berlin.—Stefan Schnabel. son of pianist Arthur
Schnabel, has appeared in Fabbri's * Prozess
Jesu” in Munich—Friedrich Hollaender is to
open his own little theatre in Munich next season.
—In Berlin, Kortner has successfully produced a
four-hour performance of * Die Raeuber” with
Curt Bois as Spiegelberg.—Carl Marx, brother of
the late Jules Marx, hopes to build a “ Scala™
variety in Berlin’s Keithstrasse—Harald Kreutz-
berg is making a farewell tour of Germany—Curt
von Wolowski, who has returned from the States,
translated Paddy Chayefsky's * Mitten in der

Nacht” for German production—Zarah Leander

PEM

will make a come-back in films.
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BIRTHDAY TRIBUTES

HERMANN SCHWAB—AN OCTOGENARIAN

One of the most fascinating features in the
history of Jewry's wandering through the world is
the synthesis, or rather the symbiosis, between the
ancient Jewish religious civilisation and the civilisa-
tions of the nations among whom our people live.
Among such cultural centres in our history there
arc three which stand out. One had its seat in
Babylon, the other in Spain and the third in
Germany. These systems of cultural symbiosis are
usually characterised by outstanding men who are
its carriers, Some of these men merely live on the
periphery of Judaism, whilst their main activities
fall within the surrounding civilisation into which
they were born ; others remain loyal to traditional
Judaism in all its details, both in religious doctrine
and practical observance—and yet take a very
active part in the cultural, social and economic life
of the countries in which they live. Hermann
Schwab, the noted German-Jewish author,
journalist and social worker, who celebrates his
eightieth birthday on April 7th, belongs to the
latter type.

It is impossible to describe the rich and varie-
gated life of Hermann Schwab, and the extra-
ordinary svnthesis of his personality, in a short
article. It is surely a rare phenomenon, especially
in our days, to find a man who was the founder
of the well-known German news agency * Mittel-
deutscher Nachrichtendienst *, who acted as corre-
spondent for such leading German newspapers as
the Frankfurter Zeitung, the Berliner Tageblatt, the
Vossische Zeitung, in addition to being a leading
theatre critic, and who founded the first newspaper
of the Agudath-Isracl Movement in Germany,
Haderech, who is the writer of a celebrated book
on the historical and cultura] development of the
town of Halberstadt, in which he lived (a work
which appeared in three editions of ten thousand
copies each), and who at the same time wrote a
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book of Jewish stories for children, “ Kinder-
triiume ”, which has appeared in German, Hebrew,
Hungarian, Yiddish and English editions, the latter
under the name of “ Dreams of Childhood ”. He
also wrote a moving book on the German poet
Hille, “ Auf das Grab Peter Hilles”, and a bio-
graphy of the Agudah leader Jacob Rosenheim.
The explanation of this rare synthesis is the fact
that Hermann Schwab is a typical German
orthodox Jew, who has for 70 years been guided
by the genius of Samson Raphael Hirsch, of whose
prodigious literary activity he wrote only a few
weeks ago, in a letter to an Anglo-Jewish journal:
“1 have always felt elevated through that multi-
tude, looking from the height of Hirsch's visions
into the greatness of his interpretation of Judaism.”

Hermann Schwab was born on April 7th, 1879,
in Frankfurt-on-Main. His father, Moses Loeb
Schwab, was one of the first disciples of Samson
Raphael Hirsch, It was he who took down
Hirsch’s Bible lectures in shorthand, and his notes
formed the basis for Hirsch's famous Commentary
on the Pentateuch. Moses L. Schwab also
published a volume of German lyrical poems
under the pseudonym of “ M. Schwalb”, A drama
of his, entitled “ Abrabanel ", appeared posthu-
mously. It was from his father that Hermann
Schwab inherited his literary gifts and interests.

Hermann Schwab started a commercial career
in the copper works of Aron Hirsch & Son, in
Halberstadt, a world-famous firm, the history of
which he recently wrote at the request of the Leo
Baeck Institute in New York. But he soon gave
up commerce to become an author and a journalist.
One of his best-known books is “Aus der
Schilzenstrasse ¥, which contains the memories of
his childhood in the Frankfurt Kehillah and which

recently appeared in London under the title
“ Memories of Frankfurt".
Among his many social activities was the

foundation of the * Kriegswaisenfond” of the
Agudath Israel, which cared mainly for Polish war
orphans after the First World War.

In 1933 he was excluded from the ** Reichsver-
band der Deutschen Presse” and emigrated to
England at the beginning of 1934. In this country
he continued his literary, social and religious
activities,. He was one of the founders of the
Golders Green Beth Hamidrash, of which he is
now Honorary Life President.

Among his published works since his arrival in
England are: “ A World in Ruins—History, Life
and Work of German Jewry  (1946), “ The History
of Orthodox Jewry in Germany ™ (1950), * Jewish
Rural Communities in Germany ™ (1957) and
“1933—Ein Tagebuch”, which was written in
German and appeared in Zurich in 1953, Works
still awaiting publication include: “ The European
Pogrom ", based mainly on documents contained
in The Wiener Library in London, and “ The Life
of Dinah Schwab”, a moving biography of his
life’s companion, who died in London three years
ago and who was a social worker and an extra-
ordinary personality in her own right.

The outstanding features of Hermann Schwab’s
personality are his deeply religious character and
his noble and gentle spirit. Both these character
traits are clearly mirrored in his writings.

In spite of his advanced age and his frail health,
which has confined him to his study for over ten
years, Hermann Schwab still continues writing and
working. At the moment he is busy on “ Chachme
Ashkenaz ", a book containing short biographies
of famous German-Jewish scholars.

The quiet and memory-laden study of Hermann
Schwab in Golders Green is a living bridge
between the past and the future of German Jewry.
May this bridge continue to span time in the
annals of our people, and may its architect remain
an inspiration for many years to come.

Ad Meah Ve-Esrim Shanah !

DAYAN DR. I. GRUNFELD
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NELLY WOLFFHEIM 80

Miss Nelly Wolffheim celebrated her 80th birth-
day on March 28th. She is an expert on kinder-
garten teaching and child psychology, and was
head of a well-known kindergarten in Berlin. At
the same time, she was a regular contributor on
educational subjects to periodicals and daily
papers and participated in the work of several
organisations in her field. Her writings include a
book on psychology in the nursery school (1930).
which was translated into English, Spanish and
Hebrew, and a study, “ Children from Concentra-
tion Camps ",

In 1933 Miss Wolffheim organised courses for
Jewish kindergarten teachers, and succeeded in
adapting her pupils to the manifold new problems
of Jewish education which had arisen with the
advent of Nazism. :

After arriving in this country, Miss Wolffheim
developed many personal contacts, both with her
fellow-refugees and with British personalities.
Some interesting details of her experiences have
been revealed in her articles published last year
in this journal. She is now a resident of the Otto
Schiff House. Her energy has not diminished and
she is still active in writing and research work._

All who know Miss Wolffheim join in wishing
her many happy years to come.

EMIL. MAURER 75

On April 11th Dr, Emil Maurer, the President
of the Vienna Israelitische Kultusgemeinde, wil
be 75 years of age.

Dr. Maurer is a remarkable personality, From
very humble beginnings as a craftsman, he worked
his way up to become an advocate and a poli-
tician, As a leading member of the Vienna Social
Democratic Party, he was once Mayor of a Vienna
borough and gained a considerable reputation an
popularity as counsel for the defence of members
of the Republican Defence Association,

Although his sense of justice was recognised by
friend and foe alike, he was not spared internment
by the Dollfus Government. After Hitler’s march
into Austria, he was immediately arrested an
spent one and half years in Dachau and Buchen-
wald. Fortunately he was released before the out-
break of war and found refuge in England, whenceé
he returned to Vienna in 1946,

There he reopened his practice and, from 1948,
he stood at the helm of the newly founded Jewish
congregation of Vienna, to which he devoted all
his energy and initiative. Since then the Israeli-
tische Kultusgemeinde in Vienna and Dr. Maurer
have become synonyms. Dr. Maurer can justly
be considered one of the leading architects in the
reconstruction of the Viennese Jewish community-

DR. WILHELM MICHAELI 70

.On March 10th, Dr. Wilhelm Michaeli celebrated
his 70th birthday in Sweden. Born in Schwiebus,
in the province of Brandenburg, Dr, Michaeli
was a lawyer and notary in Berlin until his
emigration to Sweden in 1933. Since 1938, Dr.
Michaeli’s activities have been devoted to aidm%
Jewish fugitives. In 1945 he became Director 0
the Swedish emigration department of the
American “ Joint” and of HIAS, and in 1953
he took over the office of URO for Scandinavia-
Amongst his publications, Dr, Michaeli’s won
on International Civil Law in Sweden stands
out as the first and only one of its kind, A book
on the Federal Law of Restitution, in Swedishs
followed in 1957.

MARGUERITE MAISON 85

Mrs. Marguerite Maison (formerly Munich)
celebrated her 85th birthday on March 24th. I8
spite of her g[eat age she is still active as a paintef
and an exhibition of her drawings and oil paint*
ings was arranged only a few months ago at Pepe
Leoni’s restaurant in Soho. We sincerely wish
Mrs. Maison, who is a resident of the Otto Schiff
House, happiness and health for many years 10
come.

ERNST SIMON 60

As this issue was going to press it WAS
learned that Professor Ernst Simon (Jerusalem)
had recently celebrated his 60th birthday. Through
his work as a scholar and educationist, Professor
Simon has added lustre to our community. il
has also rendered signal service to the Councl
of Jews from Germany and to the Leo Ba
Institute. We extend our sincerest congratulations
to Ernst Simon and will publish a full appreciatio?
in our mext issue.
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EUGEN SPIRO’S

The painter, Eugen Spiro, was born on April
18th, 1874, in Breslau, and now resides in the
United States. In his long and eventful life he
has retained his youthful spirit and an outstanding
sensitivity, which unite his early lithographs of
m Konzert to the late portraits of Einstein in
1941 and of Theodor Heuss in 1954, It is a privi-
lege to take the opportunity of his anniversary
10 voice one’s appreciation,

Whilst some of his representations of women
possess a stylish slickness and those of influential
males tend to replace depth by bravura, his best
Works, such as the Einstein, and his numerous
and arresting self-portraits, convince by their
Penetrating and sustained insight, and testify to
his consistent visual and psychological develop-
ment.

Indeed, Spiro will be mostly remembered as a
Painter of portraits, although we also owe to him
distinguished paintings of landscapes, in which

the individual touch, the “portrait™ element,
dbounds. Ranging from impressionism to what
1S loosely called post-impressionism, Spiro is

Raturally unconcerned with, and untouched by,
the contemporary schools of action painting and
tachism, at present so much in vogue in the
United States. But styles change, and when
realism as a stylistic medium is rediscovered, the
Appreciation of the force and integrity of the best
of Spiro’s work will gain in scope anJ momentum.

Spiro is a European, indeed an international,
fisure. The impact of the American scene on
fim seems slight. His views of New York are
reminiscent of Paris in spite of the sky-scrapers,
and his landscapes evoke the world of Cézanne,
without copying it. We, his fellow ex-refugees,
may ask ourselves whether there is a Jewish
element in Spiro’s art? This writer's answer is
unhesitatingly: yes. There appears an indi-
Vidualised spirituality in his ewuvre, which brings
out the same qualities in his Jewish sitters, from
Ludwig Hardt to Einstein. This quality, although
difficult to define in words, is easily discernible
lo]rhosc who understand and appreciate Jewish
values.

—

85th BIRTHDAY

Lastly, it may be permitted to voice a birthday
wish, which we trust will please the artist as well
as his admirers: that a full and comprehensive
retrospective exhibition be mounted in this

Eugen Spiro : Self-Portrait

country, and then tour the Continent, including
Berlin and Paris, where Spiro spent many happy

and fruitful years. We wish him: Vivant sequentes.

HELEN ROSENAU.
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MARTIN BLOCH 1883-1954

Exhibition at the Kaplan Gallery, 6 Duke Sireet,
St. James'’s, S.W.1

Martin Bloch was born at Neisse, Silesia, He
belonged to a generation which had turned their
backs on impressionism, explored many new ways
of painting and stood passionately for subjectivity
in art. In Germany this change—after the epoch
of * objective™ impressionism—found its most
fascinating expression in movements such as “ The
Blue Rider ™ and “ The Bridge”. Lovis Corinth
is the most obvious example of the transition from
realism to that much more personal attitude,
Bloch, who studied under Corinth, is a remarkable
representative of his time. He, too, has the move-
ments just mentioned, draws his inspiration from
nature and is never abstract. He infuses his
subjective experience of the visible world into his
landscapes. His colours have a burning intensity,
natural shapes and forms undergo a severe simpli-
fication ; the surface of his canvas shows a
powerful and solid organisation. We are there-
fore not surprised to learn that he started as an
architect.

In 1934, with the help of the present Home
Secretary, Mr. R. A. Butler, he came to England
as a refugee from Hitler's Germany. His paintings
are to be found in many British and foreign
museums, and the exhibition at the Kaplan Gallery
is sure to win him many new friends and admirers.

It would not be amiss to add a few words about
the Kaplan Gallery. The Gallery only started in
its present form in December 1958, and specialises
in the art of the last 100 years, Its programme is
bold and adventurous. The next exhibition will be
devoted to a Jewish artist from Algeria, Atlan, who
has made his mark as an abstract artist in Paris.

A. ROSENBERG.

-
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NIELAND PAMPHLET CONFISCATED

The Karlsruhe Federal Supreme Court has
ordered the confiscation of the anti-Semitic
pamphlet by the Hamburg timber merchant,

Friedrich Nieland. The Court, however, decided
against the prosecution of Nieland and of the
printer of the pamphlet, since the previous decision
of the Hamburg court was final and no new
factual evidence had come to light to justify a
retrial. The Supreme Court has used this case to
lay down directives for future judicial dealings of
similar cases detrimental to the interests of the
State.

ACTIONS TAKEN

One of the officials at the Wiesbaden Restitu-
tion office, Spaeth, who had made anti-Semitic
remarks, was dismissed without notice. Another,
Bauer, asked to be relieved of his office. Pro-
ceedings are to be taken against one of their
superiors who is accused of having shielded them.

A schoolmaster, who was a member of the
Nazi Party since 1931 and a Captain in the SS
in 1939, was suspended from the Droste-Huelshoff
School in Berlin, on the ground that there is
reason to suspect his having been involved in
the pogrom in November, 1938.

POLICE OFFICERS SUSPENDED

A police constable in Zweibruecken, Johann
Walsch, has been provisionally suspended from
office. Walsch is said to have made offensive anti-
Semitic remarks against the Jewish owner of a
public-house in Rieschweiler.

The Minister of the Interior for North Rhine-
Westphalia has provisionally suspended the Deputy
Chief of the Criminal Investigation Department
in Dortmund, Dr. Braschwitz, who has been
accused by a citizen of Kassel of having, in his
capacity as police commissioner in Berlin in 1933,
used physical violence to extort confessions.

|
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FROM THE GERMAN SCENE

GERMANY’'S REPARATIONS

The programme of West German reparations
scheduled for the current fiscal year was outlined
during a press conference in Cologne by Ambas-
sador Shinnar, head of the Israel Mission in West
Germany, who revealed that West Germany will
supply Israel with ferrous and non-ferrous metals
to the value of nearly £4 million. Dr.
Shinnar disclosed that the Federal Government
would meet Israel’s bill for £6% million of oil
purchases in the United Kingdom. The protocol,
incorporating the agreement for 1959-60, is to
be signed in the near future, and will also pro-
vide for West German deliveries of chemicals to
the value of £3 million.

GERMAN JEWISH APPOINTMENTS

Senatspraesident Dr. Ludwig Goldschmidt,
Frankfurt/Main, has been elected a member of
the State Court of the Land Hesse. Dr. Gold-
schmidt, formerly a lawyer in Kassel, and a
member of the representative body of the Jewish
community, lived in England before his return
to Germany.

Dr. Werner Peiser, hitherto counsellor at the
German Embassy in Madrid, has been appointed
as envoy of the German Federal Republic to
Nicaragua. Born in Berlin in 1895, Dr. Peiser
held the post of Deputy Press Chief in the
Prussian Government until 1933, He was a close
collaborator of the Ministerial Director, Hans
Goslar, who perished under the Nazi régime.
As an emigrant in Italy and the US.A., Dr. Peiser
was a professor for Romanic languages. From
1945 to 1947 he was one of the American team
of lawyers called to the International Tribunal in
Nuremberg for the trial of the Nazi criminals.
Later he served with the “Joint™ in Germany
and Czechoslovakia.
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RE-EDUCATION PROGRAMME

President Theodor Heuss received a delegation
of the German Co-ordinating Council of the
Society for Christians and Jews for a one-hour
audience in Bonn recently. The Council
expressed deep concern over the recent resur
gency of neo-Nazi and anti-Semitic incidenfs.
Professor Heuss, who is a patron of the Society:
promised his support for a far-reaching educa-
tional programme to acquaint German youth with
the crimes of the Third Reich.

AUSCHWITZ VICTIM COMMEMORATED

A plague to commemorate the memory of DI
Bernhard Mosberg, who perished in AuschwilZ
was recently affixed in the Bielefeld Department

of Health.. The plaque bears the following
inscription :
“Dr. med. Bernhard Mosberg,
geb. 20.2.1874 in Bielefeld.
gest. 7.7.1944 im  Konzentrationslager
Auschwitz.
Dem verdienstvollen Arzt der Koerpel-

behinderten. Die Stadt Bielefeld.”

Dr. Mosberg, a specialist in orthopazdics qﬂd
surgery, was a high-ranking medical officer duringé
the First World War, and was awarded the Iron
Cross and the Red Cross Medal. His inventions
in the technique of artificial limbs were intro;
duced for the entire Imperial German Forces
hospitals, whilst the *licence fees” due to him
were remitted by him to the Red Cross. After
the war he held many prominent posts P
civilian life.

Most of his family were also murdered by the
Nazis, and the sole surviving member is a s0f
now living in this country.

DR. WIENER IN GERMANY

The wider implications of anti-Semitism Wer¢
stressed by Dr. Alfred Wiener, Director of The
Wiener Library, in a lecture at Cologne, on th€
history of German Jewry. “ Where Jews are
persecuted,” he said, * justice begins to totter -

—
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AJR AT WORK

General

As readers will have seen from the announce-
ment on the front page, the AJR General Meeting
will be held on Tuesday, April 14th, at 7.45 p.m.,
at 51 Belsize Square, London, N.W.3.

. The report on the past year's work will,
inter alia, deal with the establishment of Homes
and new schemes under consideration, develop-
ments in the field of restitution and compensation,
and the present position with regard to the
taxability of indemnification payments.

Dr. Alfred Wiener will also give a talk on the
Present position in Germany, which will make the
meeting even more interesting. Readers will know
that Dr. Wiener, Director of The Wiener Library,
IS one of the outstanding experts on this matter
and has, for many years, closely followed trends
IN post-war Germany. We expect members will
be particularly keen to get an opportunity of
obtaining first-hand information from him.

The agenda will also include the election of the
honorary officers. The following proposals are
Submitted by the Executive:

President : Mr. A. Schoyer.

Management Committee (Executive): The
Present Executive members stand for re-election.
hey are: Dr. H. Reichmann (Chairman), Mr. A.
Dresel (Vice-Chairman), Mr. M. Pottlitzer (Trea-
Surer), Mr. W, M. Behr, Mr, H. Bendhem, Mr, A.
Berglas, Dr. W. Berlin, Dr. F. R. Bienenfeld, Mr.
S. Bischheim (Trustee), Mr. H. Blumenau, Dr. F. E.
Falk (Trustee), Mr. H. S. Garfield, Mr. V. E.
Hilton (Trustee), Dr. F. A. Mann, Mr. Alfred
Straus (Edgware), Dr. W. Rosenstock (General
€Cretary).

It is also proposed thar Mr, B, Woyda, who is
al present a member of the Board, be elected as
4 member of the Executive.

Board : It is proposed to re-elect the members
of the present Board. They are: Dr. P. Abel,
Rabbi Dr, A. Altmann, Dr.”S. Auerbach, Rabbi

PAUL WECHSLER
DISTINCTIVE PHOTOGRAPHER

83, Lordship Park, London, N.16
'‘Phone : STAmford Hill 1861

Parties, weddings, children, photographed
in your own home.

H. L. GERBER, L.Ch.H.Ch.D.
9, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY,
Gladstone 4867 N.W.2

Meeting

Dr. M. L. Bamberger, Mr. E. Berent, Mr, S.
Boehm, Dr. J. Bondi, Dr. W. Breslauer, Dr. R.
Bright, Rabbi 1. Broch, Dr. W. Dux, Dr. F. R.
Engel, Dr. L. Engel, Rabbi Dr. M. Eschelbacher,
Mr. L. Eschwege, Dr. E, Eyck, Dr. H. Fleisch-
hacker, Mr. K. Friedlander, Dr. R. Fuchs, Mr, F.
Godfrey, Dr. F. Goldschmidt, Dr. E. Gould, Dr.
L. Guttmann, O.B.E., Mr. S. F. Hallgarten, Mrs.
G. Hambourg, Mr. A. Hausdorff, Mr. E. Haymann,
Mr. A. W. Heller, Mr. Herbert Hirsch, Dr. A. R.
Horwell, Mrs. M. Jacoby, Dr. A. Kaufmann, Mr.
H. E. Kiewe, Mrs. F. Kochmann, Dr. E. Kramer,
Mr. L. Kritzler, Dr. K. Krotos, Dr. H. W. Kugel-
mann, Mr. H. H, Kuttner, Dr. H. Lawton, Mr.
Ludwig Loewenthal, Dr. E. G. Lowenthal, Ms. J.
Lowenthal, Mr. C. T. Marx, Rabbi Dr. 1. May-
baum, Dr. H. Neufeld, Mrs, H. Philipp, Mr. E.
Plaut, Dr. E. Rachwalsky, Dr. Eva Reichmann, Mr.
Z. M. Reid, Dr. E. Reifenberg (Gabriele Tergit),
Mr. A. Reimann, Mr., J. Sachs, Rabbi Dr, G. Salz-
berger, Mr. F, Samson, Mr. R, Schneider, Mrs. M.
Schurmann, Dr. W. Selig, Mr. P. E. Shields, Mr. E.
Speyer, Mr. Hugo Stern, Dr. A. Straus, Mr. G.
Streat, Mr. G. L. Tietz, Dr. U. Tietz, Mr. F. W.
Ury, Mrs. L. Wechsler, Dr. Alfred Wiener, Dr.
Leon Zeitlin, Rabbi Dr. W. Van der Zyl

The Board also includes representatives of
London districts: Mr. J. Feig, Dr. E. Magnus,
Mr. L. Mayer and representatives of provincial
groups.

It is proposed to elect the following new
members to the Board: Mrs. R, Berlak, Mrs. R.
Berlin, Mrs. Elisabeth Goldschmidt, Mr. F.
Schonbeck.

SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Pesach

We would be grateful to receive invitations to
private or communal Seders for some of ouwr
lonely fellow-refugees.
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Library

We have received several large donations of
books, and have been able to enlarge our own
library and those at the Old Age Homes. The
library is open Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 3 p.m.-
6 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and by appointment.

MAYOR OF RICHMOND VISITS
KEW HOME

“1 see from your faces how well you are
looked after,” said Mr. J. S. Harwood, J.P., the
Mayor of Richmond, when he paid a visit to the
Otto Hirsch House, Kew, together with the
Mayoress and Councillor and Mrs. G. Cassidy,
on March 15th. The guests, who were welcomed
by Dr. W. Dux, Chairman of the House Com-
mittee, were shown round the building, and
expressed their admiration.

The visit was arranged on the occasion of a
concert given by the pianist, Iso Elinson, who
gave an excellent performance of works by
Beethoven, Mozart, Schubert and Chopin. The
residents were extremely grateful to Mr. Elinson
for making it possible for them to have a most
enjoyable afternoon.

AJR CLUB

The Club will be closed during the Pesach
week (April 22nd to April 30th). A talk on
“Der Sederabend ™ will be given by Rabbi Dr.
G. Salzberger on Sunday, April 19th, at the Club
premises, Zion House, 57 Eton Avenue, London,
N.W.3.

The Club premises are open from Sundays to
Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m., and on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Sundays, 7 to 10 p.m.

WERNER FINCK IN LONDON

Werner Finck will give a performance on Tues-
day, May 5th, at 8 p.m., at the Caxton Hall, S.W.1.
Tickets at 2/6 are obtainable from the Anglo-
German Association, 66 Victoria Street, SW.1, or
at the door.
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OBITUARY

PROFESSOR CURT SACHS

Professor Curt Sachs, the authority on music,
passed away in New York recently, at the age
of 77. His works include the * Handbuch der
Musikinstrumentenkunde ” and * History of
Musical Instruments . He also wrote a work on
the history of the dance.

DR. FRITZ WARBURG

Dr. Fritz Moritz Warburg, a member of the
well-known banking family, celebrated his 80th
birthday in Israel. He was, for many years,
Chairman of the Hamburg Jewish Hospital, and
was also Chairman of the Hamburg Jewish com-
munity from 1933 until his emigration in 1939.

ERIC H. SALINGER

Mr. Eric H. Salinger passed away in his 74th
year. Prior to his emigration he was the owner of
the firm of iron founders, A. Salinger, which was
founded by his father and his uncle and was the
oldest foundry in Berlin. In this country, Mr.
Salinger acted as a consultant engineer. His work
was greatly appreciated and at the same time
resulted in many personal friendships with those
with whom he co-operated. He was also a member
of the British Iron Founders’ Association.

_ Mr. Salinger was a member of the AJR since its
inception. He will always be gratefully remem-
bhjﬁd by those who had the privilege of knowing

LOLA STEIN

The writer, Lola Stein, died in London on
March 4th at the age of 74, after a long illness.

Lola Stein was a well-known and extremely
popular writer of novels in Germany. Her novels
were also published in hundreds of newspapers
in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Many of
them have now been re-published in Germany,
where her works are still very popular.

In 1939 she emigrated from Hamburg to
London, together with her sister, Thea Rosen-
baum who, by her love and devotion, enabled
Lola Stein, in spite of her illness, to live and
to work, During the “ blitz" winter, she wrote
a novel about the persecution of the Jews in
Germany, especially with regard to the *“ Nuern-
berger Gesetze”. This was published in the
English translation in 1947 under the title
“ People Like You and Me" (* Menschen wie du
und ich ™).

SIEGFRIED DANZIGER

Siegfried Danziger, who, following in the foot-
steps of a family tradition, had distinguished
himself by his lifelong charitable activities, has
died in Munich at the age of 70. He emigrated
to Italy in 1935, where he became an official of
UNRRA after the war and, from 1947 to 1949,
he was Director of the ** Joint’s ™ sanatorium in
Arona. In 1950 he came back to Munich to work
first in the Bavarian office of Restitution and
later as Director of the Home for the Aged of
the Jewish community. After taking a similar
post in Hamburg, he again returned to his native
city in March, 1958.
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ERNST KAHN

Ernst Kahn, who recently died in Jerusalem at
the age of 74, was on the editorial staff of the
famous economic supplement (Handelsteil) of the
Frankfurter Zeitung since 1909, and took a very
active part in the remarkable development of the
paper in the ‘twenties. An economist of greal
knowledge and reputation, he later became &
partner in the banking firm of Speyer-Ellissen and,
as a Social Democrat, he entered the municipad
council of the city of Frankfurt, where he was
responsible for far-sighted housing schemes. More
interested in social politics than in politics propér:
he recognised the fundamental importance of
housing question. In the ’twenties he also becameé
interested in Zionism, and joined the Zionist
movement together with his colleague FnitZ
Naphtali (who today is a member of the Israeli
Government).

After the rise of Nazism Kahn went to Engla_nd
and the United States, where he studied housing
schemes and various economic projects. When he
ultimately came to Palestine, he became adviser 10
some of the leading economic bodies. Amongst
other things, he founded the investment corpords
tion “PIA" and was a member of the Board 0
the most important textile concern, ‘‘ ATA™
During all this time his literary activity as a writef
on economic problems never ceased. One of his
last contributions was the essay on the Frankfurter
Zeitung for the second volume of the Year Boo
of the Leo Baeck Institute.

Ernst Kahn was an unusually charming Eﬂ_d
friendly man, and he is deeply mourned by his
many friends in Israel and elsewhere. RW

FAMILY EVENTS

Entries in this column are free of
charge. Texts should be sent in by the
18th of the month.

Birthdays

Schindel. Mr, Wilhelm Schindel, 33
Birchington Court, West End Lane,
London, N.W.6, will celebrate his 80th
birthday on April 27th.

Engagements

Black : Gummers., The engagement is
announced of Hannah, eldest daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Julian Black
(formerly Schwarz, Munich), 19
Broomhill Terrace, Glasgow, W.1, to
George, eldest son of Dr. and Mrs.
Julius Gummers (formerly Heil-
lsargmn), 92 Queens Drive, Glasgow,

Deaths
Falkenstein. Ober-Regierungs-Medi-
zinalrat Dr. Louis Falkenstein,

formerly of Berlin, residing in Stutt-
gart, died at the age of 83 in Munich.
Deeply mourned by his daughters in
Toronto and London, by his relatives
and his friends. Ruth Falkenstein, 15
Dryburgh Road, London, S.W.15.

Leffkowitz, Mrs, Bianca Lefikowitz
ssed away peacefully in her sleep.
eply mourned by her daughter,

Edith Pick, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren and all her relatives and

friends. 52 Foscote Road, London,
N.Wa4.
Manlvy, Simon Frederick Manley,

formerly Dr. Siegfried Maennlein, of
Erlangen, died on February 2Ist at
the age of 56. Deeply mourned by
his wife, Edith, and daughter,
Beatrice, of 277 Chiswick Village,
London, W.4.

Mann, Mr. Bruno Mann (Mann-
heim), formerly Berlin, died on
February 10th, 1959. Deeply mourned
by his loving wife, Clara Mann, 110e
Bury Old Road, Salford, 7 (formerly
of 10 Melton Road, Manchester, 8).

Ney. Mrs. Luise Ney (née Moos),
formerly of Stuttgart, died peacefully
on March 13th, at the age of 87.
Deeply mourned by her children,
grandchildren, great - grandchildren,
relatives and friends, Families: Dr.
R. Ney, Gowanda, N.Y.; Dr. A. Gut-
mann, Pittsburgh, Pa.; O. Ney, 63
Cole Valley Road, Birmingham, 28 ;
A. Ney, 44 Sandilands, Croydon ;
Miss E. Ney, 5 Vallance Road, Lon-
don, N.22,
Salinger. Mr. Eric H. Salinger,
formerly of Berlin, died on March 3rd
in his 74th year. Deeply mourned by
his wife, relatives and friends. Mrs.
Grete Salinger (née Ettlinger), 18 Wel-
E\?Ck House, Welbeck Street, London,
5
Seligmann. Marta Seligmann passed
away on March 6th. Deeply mourned
by her sister, Lucie Seligmann, and
friends. 25 Antrim Mansions, Antrim
Road, London, N.W.3.
Wronker. Mrs. Regina Wronker (née
Beermann), formerly of Berlin, our
beloved mother, mother-in-law, grand-
mother and great-grandmother, passed
away on February 17th, shortly before
her 86th birthday, W. K. and H.
Wronker, 48 Colney Hatch Lane,
Muswell Hill, London, N.10.

Situations Wanted
Men
EXPERIENCED STOREKEEPER,
reliable, technically minded, good at
figures, single, in fifties, seeks light
work in office, factory, laboratory,
etc. Box 522,
INTERIOR DEC/DESIGNER, qual.
international artist, would help to
plan the atmosphere you require for
your new house, office, etc. Perspec-
tive visuals, colour schemes, etc.
Box 523.

EGYPTIAN REFUGEE, 44, British,
exp. in insurance, journalism, public
liaison, Eng., French, Italian, Arabic,
seeks indoor work. Box 524.

EGYPTIAN REFUGEE, 46, former
lawyer and French teacher, exp. in
corres, (French, Eng., Italian), typing,
bookkeeping, tel., translations, seeks
suitable employment. Box 525.

EGYPTIAN REFUGEE, 62, British,
former director and stockbroker,
seeks full-time work as bkkpr, ledger

clerk, cashier. Fluent French and
English. Good refs. Box 526,
DISABLED YOUTH, 18, seeks

trainee job in catering. Box 527.
Women

ENG. /| GERMAN SHORTHAND-
TYPIST, exp., reliable, seeks part-
time or hame work. Box 528.

HUNGARIAN REFUGEE, 45,
intelligent, hard worker, Eng.,
German, French, seeks full-time

clerical post, pref. as bkkpr. or ledger
clerk. Box 529.

EXP. COOK secks part-time work.
Also avail. for Pesach. Box 530.
AJR Attendance Service

WOMEN available to care for sick
persons and invalids ; as companions
and sitters-in ; part-time preferred (not
residential). MAI 4449,

AJR Needlewoman Service

WOMEN available for alterations,
mending, handicrafts. MAIL 4449,
Accommodation Vacant
LARGE FLATLET, newly dec., all-
elec. kitchenette, constant h. & c,
furn. or semi-furn., nr. buses, tube,
shops. £3 3s. 177 Walm Lane, N.W.2.
GLA. 5771.
Miscellaneous

CORSETS, corselettes, brassieres,
made to measure ; moderate prices ;

also every kind of alteration. Frank,
9 Belsize Square, 'Phone SWI. 4918.

STUDIO EASEL wanted by elderly
artist as gift or at moderate price.
"Phone MAI 4449.

For all kinds of CATERING or
BAKING, 'phane MEA. 1089.

CURTAINS AND LINEN made and

repaired, Continental style. Ring
CUN. 7605.
MISSING PERSONS
Enquiries by AJR
Miss Lena Sandberg, last-known

address in London, sought for restitu-
tion purposes.

Karola Schmelzer, born 29.12.1892 10
Lambsheim Kreis Frankenthal. Last
address in Konstanz/Bodensee, Schot*
tenstr. 35, c¢/o Walter. Left fof
England 1937 or 1938, Last-knowi
address in England: Midway Manol
Bradford.

Paul Baer, aged about 46, born I
Munich, Studied medicine there an
from 1933 to 1938 in Milan, wheré
he was close to the Boeri famuly:
Emigrated to England in 1938 and
believed to be practising medicine. AD
old friend and former Milan resident:
Ernest Maass, 150-76 Village Road:
Jamaica 32, New York, US.A., ¥
anxious to contact him.

Personal Enquiries

Simon Grau, born 27.1.1907 in Leip”
zig. Persons who were with Simon
Grau in Auschwitz or who worke
with him in the IG-Farbenwerken:
are asked to get in touch with t e
Verband Schweizerischer Juedischef
Fuersorgen, Olgastr. 10, Ziirich.

Grau came to Auschwitz with a trans”

port from France.
_——F"'-.

——

GUEST HOUSE FOR SALE
North-West District
as a going concern or unfurnished:
B bedrooms with washbasins.
In excellent condition.
Box 521.

——

GENERAL MANAGER REQUIRED

by international company (Mayfalr
Head Office) manufacturing auto-
matic equipment leased out 10
garment manufacturers in this
country and abroad. The position
requires considerable administrd=
tive and negotiating ability, fluent
command of French and German
aond the candidate should prefer-
ably have experience in the cloth-
ing or shirt industry. The position
is well remunerated, permanent
and pensionable, Applicants
should detail experience and solary

|l—=—=required.—Box 531.—




AJR INFORMATION April, 1959

Letters to the Editor

THE THERESIENSTADT GHETTO

Sir—May I refer to the second volume of
Dr. H. G. Adler's book on Theresienstadt, which
Mr. Leonard G. Montefiore reviewed in your
February issue. Nobody who has not forgotten
fhg’xe horrors can read this collection of documents
withour a feeling of despair. Those who were
inmates of the Theresienstadt Ghetto will recog-
nise, with admiration, the tremendous work accom-
Pl_r'.fhed by Dr, Adler, and will be impressed by
his capaciry to analyse the events, and the
responsible manner in which he has brought to
light the “ hidden truth”. This does not, how-
€ver, imply that one can agree with everything
Qr. Adler reports and with his appraisal of the
Siduation. This applies particularly to his judgment
of the leading personalities of the Jewish self-
administration, the ‘' ludenaeltesten”. As Mr.
Montefiore also indicates, they have found a
Severe judge in the person of Dr. Adler. Certainly,
those who write the history of a community, even
if it is that of an enforced community as was
the case in Theresienstadt, have the right and the
duty to criticise the attitude of its responsible
leaders. But such a judgment may in its turn be
open to criticism.

Under the Nazi régime the leaders of the central
ewish organisations were in the terrible position
of being forced to act as henchmen of the
authorities, and even to help in the preparation
of the deportations. In the same way, the
_ Judenaeltesten™ and those working under them
In Theresienstadt were compelled to prepare the
death transports to the East " according to order”.
Is it justified to condemn them for this reason ?
Every ** Judenaeltester” and every member of his
Board realised that they were implementing the
ecisions of the rulers in their work of deception
and destruction. They had no choice but to join
in the game and, at the same time, to try to
alleviate the lor of their fellow-prisoners by any
Possible means. No man, however strong his
Character, would have under the circumstances
been able to ward off the attacks of the Nazi
regime. Who can judge one who held a responsible
position and who tried to delay these attacks?

.. Already in Berlin Dr. Paul Eppstein, the second

Judenaeltester” of Theresienstadt, was one of
those who had the terrible duty of carrying out

the preparatory work for the deportations when,
as an official of the Reichsvertretung of the Jews
in Germany, he was the liaison officer of the
Gestapo. This was not apt to increase his popu-
larity, and people were inclined to forget what
this gifted and experienced, although ambitious
man, had taken on himself in a most trying time,
and what he had done for the Jewish youth
movement,

At the beginning of 1943 Dr. Eppstein was
appointed head of the Theresienstadt Ghetto by
the Nazis. I was present when he bade farewell
to the officials of the Jewish community in Berlin.
He knew the tremendous difficulties ahead of him
and may already have sensed the fate he had
to expect for himself. In Theresienstads he never
attained the popularity of his predecessor, Jacob
Edelstein. It was not given to him to find his
way into the hearts of the masses, although he
was an excellent orator. It was his great mis-
fortune that he was forced upon the Camp by the
Nazi authorities as the successor of Edelstein,
and that many of the Jews from Bohemia and
Moravia * preferred a ‘Judenaeltesten’ from
Prague to a foreigner”. (Adler, p. 137.)

Like other men in leading positions within the
Jewish self-administration in Theresienstadt, Paul
Eppstein was not free from human frailties ; cer-
tainly he should also have been more careful in
many instances. I am, however, firmly convinced
that he desired the best for those under his care
and that (also by actions which may be open to
criticism) he tried, to the utmost of his abilities,
1o improve the lot of the prisoners at Theresien-
stadt and to save as many as possible from destruc-
tion. That he did not succeed in the latter aim
was, at the same time, his own downfall. His
position had become hopeless. On the day before
Rosh Hashanah, 1944, he pave an almost suicidal
talk to an audience of over 1,000 prisoners, In
those days the sight of American 'planes over
Theresienstadt had, understandably, lead to
expressions of joy, and Eppstein warned against
premature hopes and actions. On Yom Kippur,
1944, he was arrested and was shot the same day.
It was the general conviction of the inmates that
Eppstein had been killed because he had protested
against the mass deportations which had started
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at that time.

I share this opinion, and I think his tragic end in
itself is also sufficient reason for trying to save
the honour of the late Dr, Eppstein.

The period during which Paul Eppstein held
office was filled with tensions, and was marked
by the " embellishment” of the Camp and the
inspections by Red Cross delegations—actions
designed to favourably impress the outside world
towards the Nazi régime. The preparation of
the film by Kurt Gerron, meant to serve the same
purpose and closely documented by Dr. Adler,
also took place during this period.

There was, however, another enterprise during
the time when Dr. Eppstein held office. This was
the memorial celebration of July 16th, 1944, the
40th anniversary of Theodor Herzl's death, and
the sports rally which took place on that day.
Today it may sound like a fairy tale or a dream
that the prisoners of Theresienstadt celebrated
the memory of the great dreamer of Jewish free-
dom and of an honourable future, and that they
threw off their oppressive burden on that occasion.
This was not in the first place a Party political
demonstration, though some were inclined to con-
sider it as such, but was the manifestation of the
urgent desire to overcome differences between
“ Landsmanschaften™ by the spirit of Jewish
unity and solidarity. This was in keeping with
Paul Eppstein's basic idea.

All that was inadequate, weak or bad seemed
to have been overcome and, with dance and music,
the message of hope with which we welcome the
beginning of a new month seemed to become
noticeable. " He who has accomplished miracles
in the times of our fathers and has lead them
from bondage to freedom. He will redeem us too
and ingather the exiles from the four corners of
the earth. The whole of Israel is one com-
munity."”

In the days to come, dance and music ceased
to exist for thousands and tems of rthousands.
But those who were permitted to survive should
not forget that day and the memory of Paul
Eppstein and, in spite of criticism, they should
remember the saying of our wise men: “ The
honourable memory of your friend should be to
you as dear as your own honour!  (Pirke
Aboth ji 15).

Yours, erc,,
JACOB JACOBSON.

21, Lower Chestnut Street, Worcester.

ROSEBANK/| |

Delightful, comfortable rooms,
h. & ¢., excellent breakfast.
Short-term visitors welcome.
MRS. GERDA SALINGER,
20, LEESIDE CRESCENT,
LONDON, N.W.11
'Phone : SPEedwell 8789

STANDARD SEWING MACHINE SERVICE LTD.

ELITE TYPEWRITER Co. Ltd.

WEL. 2528

All Mokes Bought, Sold & Exchonged
Repairs, Mointenance

The Exclusive Salon de Corseterie

Mme H. LIEBERG

871, FINCHLEY ROAD

(Next to the Post Office, Golders Green)
'Phone : SPEedwell 8673

Fashionoble French, American, ond English
Models. Reocdy-maode and te measure

EXPERT FITTING

SCHREIBER'S
CUESTHOUSE

26, Blenheim Gardens, N.W.2
{15 houses from underground and buses)

Permanent and  temporary }
| bedrooms h & c. Garden. Television.

GLAdstone 5622

 ROSEMOUNT

Do you want comfort and every con-

FIRST-CLASS ACCOMMODATION,
room with own bath, excellent Con-
residents. | tinental food, TV, lounge, gardens?

Mrs. A. WOLFF,
3, Hemstal Road, N.W.6
(MAI, B521)

venignce,

(MAL. 6301)

THE DORICE

Continental Cuisine—Licensed
169a Finchley Rd., N.W.3

PARTIES CATERED FOR

HARROGATE

OAKBRAE GUEST HOUSE

Mrs. M. Eger 3, Springtield Avenue

Opposite Majestic Hotel. Few minutes
from Royal Baths.

BED AND BREAKFAST.

'Phone : 67682,

17 Parsifal Road, N.W.6
HAMp. 5856

THE BOARDING HOUSE WITH CULTURE

A Home for you
Elderiy people welcomed

“ARLET"”
77, St. Gabriel's Road, London, N.W.2
» Tel.: GLA. 4029
er

Lonnanent Guests ond Visitors coming to
furrion are welcome in my exquisitely
YMished and cultured Private Guest House

Hot & Cold Weter, Rodiator Heating

SPRING TIME

BOURNEMOUTH

SIMAR HOUSE

The Private Continental Hotel —
10 & 24, HERBERT ROAD,
Bournemouth West

The House with the Home-like

at

“FURZEDOWN”

The ideal place for holidays & convalescence
Large garden with sunshed

Running h. & c. water In all 1st-fir. bedrms.
Home atmosphere, Continental cooking
[all diets), Children welcome

WOOD ROAD, HINDHEAD, SURREY
_Telenhone:_Hindf_\etE_BS

PRIVATE HOTEL
40, BOUVERIE ROAD, W.
Folkestone, Kent. 'Phone: Folkestone 3446.

Well known for our excellent cooking and
homely atmosphere. Gaos or electric fires
in all roms. Moderate terms.

Prop.: Mrs. J. Comfort.

_ | “ ASHDALE GUESTHOUSE ”

i Garden, Television Atmosphere H. & c. water

inental meals can be provided if desired - .

Very good re-sider‘b!ici district. Busels G Tll;be IELL (PRI SOR d5 5008 S008 Full Board
very near 'Phone : Westbourne 64176 HAM. 0079

Mrs. Lotte Schwarx

Simon and Margot Smith

BOARDING HOUSE
IN HAMPSTEAD
MODERATE TERMS

23, BEAULIEU RD., BOURNEMOUTH W.

On beautiful ** Alum Chine,” S5 min.
Sea. H. & c. Gas fires in all bed-
rooms. Excellent Cuisine.

‘Phone : Westbourne 619471

Prop.: E. BRUDER
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S SUPPORT AGAINST
INTOLERANCE

NEW LEGISLATION

A Federal Government Bill designed to tighten
present legislation against subversion, has been
passed by the Federa] Parliament. It provides for
not less than three months’ imprisonment for
anybody found guilty of * inciting to hatred, in a
manner liable to disturb the peace, of a national,
racial, religious or ethnic group, or slandering
or maliciously exposing any of them to contempt,
or making or spreading, against better knowledge,
defamatory allegations of a factual kind about
any of them ™.

Referring to the new provisions, the Secretary-
General of the Central Council of Jews in
Germany, Dr, H. van Dam, warned against the
danger of the new law being regarded as a * Jews’
Protection Act™. According to a German news-
paper, * anti-Semitism was doing far less harm to
the Jews than to the idea of the Rule of Law and

STATEMENT BY MINISTER SCHAEFFER

Replying to a question in which a deputy had
voiced concern at continued manifestations of
racial hate in the Federal Republic, the Minister
of Justice, Schaeffer, said in Parliament that the
government would support to the full every
campaign tp secure the removal of intolerance
and prejudice in West Germany. In the
Minister’s view, these evils could not be prevented
or removed through legal measures only. It
could possibly be changed through a nation-wide
campaign against racial hatred and prejudice,
through information and enlightenment, and
through the education of the entire people in the
spirit of tolerance and mutual understanding. He
was confident that the projected Federal law
against incitement to hatred and intolerance would
create an effective legal basis to combat anti-
constitutional tendencies.
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ADENAUER'S PLEDGE

Chancellor Dr. Adenaver has promised a
Federal subsidy for the construction of 2
memorial centre on the site of the former Nazl
concentration camp in Bergen-Belsen. This pledge
was given when Dr. Adenauer rececived Jewl
and non-Jewish leaders of the Association ©
German Resistance Fighters and Persons Perse-
cuted by National Socialism.

The memorial centre, said Dr. Adenauerl,

would be devoted to educating Germany's you
igg}t:lghling “totalitarian trends from both left and
right ™.
The Federal Chancellor also promised to exert
his influence in the fight against the recent
recrudescence of anti-Semitism in the Federal
Republic. He would press the Provincial Laender
to emphasise the teaching of modern German
history in schools, in order to expose the crimes
of the Third Reich.

The Chancellor and the delegation agreed that
recent anti-Semitic incidents were isolated ones;
provoked by *“incorrigible Nazis, delinquent
vouth and East German agents ™,

the entire German people .

PHOTOCOPIES WHILE
YOU WAIT

(Mrs. H. M. Barry)
Tues. to Sot., 10 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.
of by eppeointment.

20, ABBEY ROAD, FLAT 115, ST. JOHN'S
WOOD, N.W.8.

'Phone : CUN. 4880 (Ext. 115)

DECORATING

ARN. 5704

AVENUE, WEMBLEY,

MIDDLESEX

E. MIEDZWINSKI

WEST-BERLIN
GRUNDSTUECKS-UND

|  VERMOEGENSVERWALTUNG

I PAUL TRAEGER (RDM)

|

17, THE

Berlin SW 61, Katzbachstr. 12,
BESTENS EMPFOHLEN. J

DEUTSCHE BUECHER
GESUCHT!
R. & E. STEINER (BOOKS)
5, Garson House,
Gloucester Terrace, London, W.2
Tel.: AMBassador 1564
Ausgewaehltes Lager seltener und
vergriffener Buecher.

ANY PRINTING
Private and Commercial.
First-class Work. Quickest Service.

Urgent matters in 24 hours. |

H. 1. WALL STO. 6650

For the Pesach Festivals

Hagadoth Matza-Covers Cups
Prayer-Books Caps Taleisim

M. SULZBACHER

Jewish &G Hebrew Books (also purchase)

4, Sneath Avenue, Golders Green Rd.,
London, N.W.11 'Phone: SPE. 1694

Erstes

Juedisches Ehe-Institut

Stuttgart 1 Postfach 904

mit besten Verbindungen im In- und
Ausliand bittet um lhre Anfrogen.
Bild u. Rueckporto erbeten.

A. OTTEN r.5.0.A.(Hons.)

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIAN
Tel: 118 FINCHLEY ROAD

HAMpstead OPPOSITE JOHN BARNES &
8336 FINCHLEY ROAD MET. STN.

SHOE REPAIRS

RICH'S SHOE REPAIR SERVICE
(formerly REICH) now at

133, HAMILTON ROAD, N.W.11
(2 minutes Brent Station)
We Collect and Deliver
Tel.: SPEedwell 7463 ; HAMpstead 1037

YOUR TRAVEL ABROAD

You receive personal ottention and we
issus promptly Alr & Roil Tickets ond
Sea Passages.

Ask for Mr. H. Anderson at

IF.A. (AIR SERVICE) Lud.,
13/17, Rathbone Street, London, W.l.
(MUSeumn 5411, 20 lines)

RABENSTEIN LTD.

Kosher Butchers, Poulterers
and
Sausage Manufacturers

Under the supervision of the Beth Din
W holesalers and Retailers
of first-class
Continental Sausages

Daily Deliveries

5, Fairhazel Gardens, N.W.6
Tel: MAL 3224 & MAL 9236

M. FISCHLER

CONTINENTAL UPHOLSTERY

Agents for Parker-Knoll, Christie-Tyler and
various other mokes, :
Carpets supplied & fitted below shop prices
CURTAINS, DRAPES & MATTRESSES MADE
ALSO FRENCH POLISHING
105, AXHOLME AVE. EDGWARE, MIDDX
(EDG. 5411)

PHOTOCOPIES

Quick and reliable.

GOLDERSTAT

25, Downham Road, N.1
'Phone : ClLlssold 5464 (5 lines)

54, Golders Gardens, N.W.11
'Phone : SPEedwell 5643

NORBERT COHN

F.B.O.A.(Hons.), D. Orth.

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIAN

20 Morthways Parade, Finchiey Road,

Swiss Cottage, N.W.3
Tel.: PRImrose 9660

PRACTICAL UPHOLSTERER
All Re-Upholstery, Carpats,
Furniture Repairs, French Polishing
WILL BE DONE TO YOUR
SATISFACTION
*Phone : HAMpsteod 5601 or coll at
432, FINCHLEY RD. (Child's Hill), N.W.2

SOP

APG0 TRADE MAfR
SEASONING
OF VEGETARIAN ORIGIN
(Parve
In 6 fl. oz. botties
Makes every meal a tasty treat.

“ POTATO FLOUR "
In 1 Ib. bags

BONDI'S CONCAEN;RATED WHITE
|
(50-55% strength), in 33 fl. oz. bottles
“ VANILLA SUGAR
in Y4-oz. bags.

for flavouring Cakes, Stewed Fruit, Puddings,
Creams, and Sweets

Under supervision of BETH DIN
and KEDASSIA, London

Obrainable from Grocers and Stores
TRADE INQUIRIES INVITED
VESOP PRODUCTS
LIMITED

498, Hornsey Road, London, N.19
'Phone: ARChway 2457

The WIGMORE LAUNDRY

CONTINENTAL LAUNDRY SPECIALISTS
Most London Districts Served

SHE. 4575 —
Write or 'phone the Manaoger,

brings us by rodio

Mr. E. Hearn, 1, STRONSA ROAD, LONDON, W.12

Printed at the Sharon Pte-_. _il. Furnival Street, E.CA.

HIGHEST PRICES

paid for

Ladies’ and Gentlemen's cast-off
Clothing, Suitcases, Trunks, etc.
(Ladies' large sizes preferred)

WE GO ANYWHERE, ANY TIME

S. DIENSTAG

(MAlda Vale 1649)

If it’s TYPEWRITERS
and Duplicators

Phons:

MAT 1271

A. BREUER, g

57 Fairfax Rd. S
N.W.6.

Luton
Knitting
Co. Ltd.

[Luton

Valentine & Wolff Ltd.

Insurance Brokers
in association with
ARBON, LANGRISH & CO. LTD-

HASILWOOD HOUSE
52, BISHOPSGATE

LONDON, E.C.2
Tel.: LONdon Wall 2366

(10 lines)

i




