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FROM THE EXODUS TO THE PRESENT 

B. 

Meditations on Pessach 

InO 

Jewish history, starting with the story of 
Exodus, is certainly not a logically pro
gressing sequence of events from the birth of 
Jhe nation to the latest manifestatioiis of des-
"ny. It is a series of ups and downs, of 
^ e n t s and catastrophes, of successes and 
wilures; also of trial and error, of faith and 
J^trayal—briefly, the unfolding of the mul
tifarious life of an empirical people. It is pre
sented to us in a unique wrapping of sig
nificant theological dialectics, which provide 
It with timeless meaning and lift it above tri
vial concepts. This age-old inveterate ap
proach has paved the way to what became the 
Jewish custom all over the world, namely, to 
discuss these events—or myths—on the even-
"ig of Pessach and to comment on them in 
relation to more contemporary affairs. I 
think it would be a weakening of the original 
intention if we restricted our meditations to 
^ne prepared medieval text which to some 
extent is not even very profound. It is con
ceived as an opportunity for adding ideas 
*nd conmients that come into one's mind, 
Similar perhaps to the method of modem 
Psychology, which relies on free mental as
sociations in connection with various facets 
Of happenings and thoughts as the starting 
Point. 

In a general way, the subject of these pon-
"firings has always been the same throughout 
ĥe ages, namely the position and fate of the 

Jewish people, its past and the present pros
pects for its future. This was most uncertain 
and precarious in ancient Egypt, although that 
'Country was one of the most advanced cul
tural nations of antiquity, and the same was 
ĥe case on innumerable later occasions in 

the course of history. In our own time, we 
*ere condemned to face the unspeakable and 
iinforgettable tragedy of the Holocaust, and 
niuch—albeit inconclusive—speculation has 
heen devoted to the problem of survival and 
[aith after such a catastrophe. Though we 
have hardly had time to recover from that 
shock, we are finding ourselves again con
fronted with many dangers. Contemporary 
Jewry must be excused, if it looks at such a 
Perspective with a disturbed mind. In view of 
I'he frequent proclamation of high human 
'deals by all kinds of representative bodies 
°ne cannot help being deeply disappointed 
^lat, after the defeat of what was generally 
Acknowledged as revolting amoral forces, 
niankind has not succeeded in building a 
'^orld more in accord with these pro-
•^lamations, and that we are confronted with 
* frightening crisis in world affairs. Although 
'̂ e have still to be grateful that, in spite of 
the galloping race of inventing increasingly 
"perfect" devilish weapons, the present equi
librium of the superpowers' armaments has 

prevented a fatal conflagration, we cannot 
ignore the mental unrest of the generation 
from which constantly growing predictions of 
doom and doubts about the future of civilisa
tion emerge. 

As far as the Jewish world is concemed, it 
is hardly necessary to stress the different 
climate in which we have to live. Not only 
has the bulk of European Jewry been des
troyed, but the ideas and categories which 
dominated Jewish thought in Ger
many—notwithstanding all divisions—have 
become obsolete. On the other hand, against 
the expectations of a hundred or even 50 
years ago, the most coinspicuous internal dif
ferences of those days have lost their impact 
and also their emotional pathos. There is no 
longer a split into a Zionist and an anti-Zion
ist or non-Zionist camp. Outside the Com
munist orbit almost all Jews—except nat
urally the vocal New Left— n̂ow declare 
themselves supporters of the Jewish State. It 
is hardly surprising that the victories of the 
Israel Army in 1948, 1956, and especially in 
1967, were hailed by the masses of Jews, 
hunulated for so long, as a sort of re
habilitation. All official Jewish bodies in the 
Diaspora declared their solidarity with Israel 
and were also eager to help as far as they 
could, many youths even as active military 
volunteers. 

Nobody bothered to examine the deeper 
context or to analyse seriously the cmcial 
political and military problems, nor did any 
Diaspora body feel entitled to scrutinise the 
principles and calculations of Israel's govern
ing bodies. Any critical approach on the part 
of Jewish sections not directly involved in 
the fighting would have appeared as a sort of 
insolence. There was also some apprehension 
that public criticism might give en
couragement to the enemy. The deplorable 
result of this attitude was a kind of inflation 
of identical declarations of support and 
solidarity, which, as inflation always does, 
diminished their value. Instead of expressing 
meaningful opinions, resolutions became a 
matter of routine, procured by a bureaucratic 
machine and pronounced even when it was 
no secret that eminent members of the or
ganisation in question were not the usual yes-
men but actually serious dissenters from the 
policy which they were said to approve. Only 
a very small circle took the view that the 
duty of tme friends is a policy of con
stmctive criticism and even waming, as ex
emplified in Zionist history already at its 
very beginning by one great man, Ahad 
Haam, who in 1889 published his famous ar
ticle "Lo seh haderech", "Not this is the 
way", in spite of the anger this was bound to 
M-ouse. 

The manipulated identification of the 
whole Jewish people not only with the idea 
of Israel (which is unassailable) but also 
with aU actions and statements of Israel's 
leaders became most spectacular after the 
series of victorious wars, often in defiance of 
the attitude of mighty world powers as well 
as of the body to whom the establishment of 
the State itself owed its legal foundations. 
The result was the juridical non-recognition 
by such powers of certain dc /octo situations 
created by Israel, and also a number of 
United Nations resolutions condemning 
Israel, which in the given conditions Israel 
believed she could afford to disregard, es
pecially after the U.N. Organisation, in its 
new composition, indulged in arbitrary deci
sions regardless of the merits. 

As for the time being l&is passed without 
serious consequences and as certain faits 
accomplis seemed to have been accepted, many 
believed that this policy had been vindicated 
as the only possible procedure in a hostile 
world. Occasionally, circumstances were—or 
seemed—favourable to Israel, such as in the 
Suez affair in 1956 thanks to the collaboration 
with France and Britain, although this was 
fmstrated by the combined veto of the super 
powers. Nevertheless, Israel's impressive 
military strength had been demonstrated and 
became a factor to be reckoned 
with—Jthough, in the view of the so-called 
Third World, associated with old-fashioned 
imperialism. Yet, when in 1957 Israel was in 
peril of forfeiting the support of her main sym
pathiser, the United States, the then Prime 
Minister, Ben-Gurion, had the good sense to 
abide by the objection and to evacuate the 
terrorities occupied by military force. On the 
other hand, this was the beginning of an ever 
growmg supply of military equipment to the 
Arabs by the Soviet Union which from then 
onwards made it a point of prestige not to 
tolerate a complete Arab defeat—a fact that 
could not be ignored. 

The wisdom of 1957, alas, was absent in 
1967 when, after a surprising and brilliant 
bravura campaign, Israel was able to occupy 
practically the whole of mandatory Palestine, 
with the addition of the Sinai desert, and 
established a military regime in a region in
habited by about a million Arabs. Tme, on 
the eve of this war the Prime Minister Levi 
Eshkol had solemnly declared that Israel was 
acting solely in defence against the un
bearable threats of her enemies and had no 
intention of territorial expansion. But after 
the event the will of the military and of 
chauvinist — including "religious" — public 
opinion prevailed. In the preceding 20 years of 
almost unintermpted stmggle and local skir
mishes the attitude had hardened, and there 
was no inclination to retum to the previous 
insecure condition. Moreover, with the emer
gence of a new generation, mostly composed 
of indigenous native Israelis, the character of 
Zionism had changed. In a new book published 
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a few weeks ago, "The Modem History 
of Israel"*, the author. Professor Noah 
Lucas, of Sheffield University, while fully 
acknowledging the merits of Ben-Gurion who 
"will endure for posterity, cherished or re
viled, as the indispensable creator of the 
State", also observes that Ben-Gurion and 
Jabotinsky "had developed a sneaking ad
miration for each other" (p. 132), and later 
Ben-Gurion "silenced his [Jabotinsky's] voice 
as an alternative centre of leadership by 
adopting his political strategy in all its essen
tials" (p. 244). Almost inadvertently, the re
visionist ideology with its overall stake on 
militairy power, whose inherent pitfalls in the 
long run had been well understood at earlier 
stages, had become the predominamt trend, ir
respective of formal party allegiance. 

The Israeli victory of 1967 won over prac
tically the whole of Jewry to the Zionist 
cause. Paradoxically, many of those Jews who 
in the past had resolutely repudiated Zion
ism, became most ardent Zionists revelling in 
the idea of Jewish military power. On the 
other hand, this victory and the mthless at
titude necessairily following from the situa
tion alienated large parts of world opinion, 
including many elements who had been 
genuine friends of Israel. There is some 
irony and paradox in the fact, often com
mented upon, that the sympathies of a great 
part of the world for the Jews stmggling, 
after the Holocaust, for a new form of ex
istence and for fulfilment of their national 
identity, lasted only as long as the Jews were 
considered an object of compassion, and 
vanished when they had proved themselves a 
superior force able to look after themselves. 
The aversion against "military arrogance", 
combined with the subconscious feeling that 
the—perhaps unavoidable—^injury to the 
Arabs had been overdone, had an impact on 
a large section of the Westem world (not to 
speak of the Communist covmtries where the 
condenrmation of Israel was commanded from 
above). Moreover, some sincere friends of 
Israel expected a different attitude after vic
tory both for moral and for political reasons. 
This is not the place to go into the dialectics 
of this development, but the facts were 
obvious amd they were effectively exploited 
by tens of thousands of Arabs, mostly students 
and intellectuals grown up in the past quar
ter of the century and now spread over all 
parts of the world. They even succeeded in 
persuading the world that acts of most abhor
rent terror, described as deeds of patriotic 
heroism, were a legitimate means of national 
stmggle for liberation. 

What in the view of many of us was absent 
on the Jewish side was a sober imderstanding 
of the likely consequences of soine actions 
such as the evacuation of a million Arabs 
from the territory claimed for the Jewish 
State, with the strict prohibition to return to 
their homes. This carried the seed of future 
trouble. A generation of avengers, well 
educated at U.N. (i.e., mainly U.S.) cost, 
grew up in the camps—a threat for the 
future. Doubts of this sort could not prevail 
in the mood which had seized the Jewish 

world and gave the Diaspora a feeling of 
exuberant pride they had never before ex
perienced. 

Tens of thousands of Jewish tourists from 
all over the world streamed to Israel in 
order to see the results of the victory. There 
were conducted tours through the occupied 
Arab territories (not bothering about the 
humiliation inflicted on the inhabitants). 
Sightseeing in the romantic Sinai desert with 
a fancy new and very costly bathing resort at 
the Red Sea, skiing on the Hermon, etc., 
became great entertainment for Israelis and 
foreign visitors alike. Immense crowds came 
to watch boasting military demonstrations, 
parading new formidable weapons, marching, 
of all places, through the Arab quarters of 
Jerusalem. All this sprang perhaps not from 
provocative intention; it was an act of naive 
pleasure which primarily foreign Jews en
joyed, while some old Zionists and Israelis 
were less attracted. The policy of occupation, 
says Noah Lucas, "was not only uncritically 
accepted by foreign Jewries but had become 
the very source of their enthusiasm" (p. 423). 
This comformism was apparently regarded as 
the sublime expression of identification and 
solidarity with Israel. Actually, real concem 
for Israel's cause should have been mani
fested more thoughtfully. 

Sensitive young Israelis, many intellectuals, 
university teachers and writers among them, 
were worried by the rapidly changing image 
of Zionism and Israel, and by the careless 
neglect of moral values, which also mani
fested itself in the economic sphere. First of 
all, however, the existential situation in 
Israel, which appears so different from what 
Zionism had envisaged and which is facing 
the young generation with the permanent 
danger of death, does not correspond to the 
display of pride and solidarity by the Hinter
land. This also becomes evident in a collec
tion of interviews on "The Price of Zionism" 
which a native Israeli (bom in Petah Tikva 
in 1936), Ehud Ben Ezer, conducted with a 
number of prominent Israelis, all strong be
lievers in the Jewish destiny in Zion. Some 
of the interviews were first published in a 
Hebrew monthly, but after the Yom Kippur 
war they appeared in their entirety in Eng
lish**. It is a very moving and indeed stirring 
document, which testifies to the urge of re
thinking basic ideas and values in honest 
confrontation with reality. This is the kind of 
stuff suitable for reflection and discussion at 
the Seder, a test of true solidarity with some 
alert brains of the most exposed people in 
their quandary. 

" U m a M In Zion. Edited by Ehud Ben Ezer. With a 
Forewofd by Robert Alter (Professor at the University of 
California). Quadrangle/The New York Times Book Co. 
10 East 53rd Street, New York. (Jerusaleni Academic 
Press, P.O.B. 2390, Jerusalem). 352 pp. $12-50. 
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After the shock of the Yom Kippur War, 
public opinion, the frustrated soldiers and 
the bereaved families accused the authorities 
of negligence and blunders. A commission of 
enquiry after 14 months delivered a report 
hardly suitable to give the angry people satis
faction. Yet, contrary to expectations, public 
life returned more or less to the old routine, 
with fossiUsed political parties again 
dominating the scene. High publicity is being 
given in the whole world to Dr Kissinger's 
endeavour. While these lines are written, in 
the middle of March, a new—and perhaps 
decisive—stage of high level negotiations is 
in the offing. The Geneva Conference may be 
reconvened, and shrewd observers give it a 
better prospect. All signs indicate that the 
major factors in this drama regard Israel's 
withdrawal from territories conquered in 
1967 and the implementation of UN Reso
lution 242 as a likely outcome, if peace is 
to be achieved. From the point of view of 
future relations with the neighbours, with 
whom Israel in any case will have to live, it 
would have been preferable, if a result could 
have been reached on Israel's initiative and 
not under duress from foe and friend. Be
latedly, this view can now often be heard, 
but lack of foresight had blocked it in the 
past. However, the task is now to make the 
best of it, and in this respect the whole 
people can stand together and build up a 
new, more realistic stmcture, relying on the 
abundance of good will and talent available 
in the Jewish world. 

Tme, there is no cause for particular re
joicing this Pessach, neither in Israel nor 
here; but we can leam from history that this 
"stiff-necked people" has mastered many dif
ficult situations and has also overcome down-
heartedness. 

(As we went to press on the day when Dr. 
Kissinger's negotiations broke dovm, it was not 
possible to assess the impact of the latest 
developments in this issue.—The Ed.) 

AUSTRIAN PRESIDENT VISITS JEWISH 
OLD AGE HOME 

The Federal President of Austria, Dr. 
Rudolf Kirchschlaeger, recently paid a visit 
to the Home for the Aged of the Vienna 
Jewish community in the Bauemfeldgasse. 
He was welcomed by the president of the 
community. Dr. Anton Pick and shown round 
the newly erected building. 

BUBER-ROSENZWEIG MEDAL 

Two Christian clergymen, closely associated 
with work in Jerusalem, were the recipients 
of this year's Buber-Rosenzweig Medal, an
nuaUy awarded by the German Federation of 
Societies for Christian-Jewish Co-operation 
during Brotherhood Week. They are German 
born Benedictine Abbot Laurentius Klein, 
since 1969 Abbot of "Maria Heimgang" 
(Mount Zion), and the Anglican Archbishop, 
George Appleton, until 1974 Archbishop in 
Jemsalem. 

•Noah Lucas: The Modern History of Israel. Weidenfeld 
a Nicolson. London. 500 pp. £6. This comprehensive 
and informative book will be regarded as controversial by 
many readers as It openly describes the occupation of 
1967 as a "political error" and thinks that in the fifties 
Sharett's comparatively moderate policv and objection to 
Ben Gurion's policy of reprisals would riave stood a better 
prospect In the long run. Of the Golds Meir government 
he says it "came to believe in the myth of its own 
military Infallibility ' and "after 1967 Israel developed Its 
Imperial persor>allty to correspond with the Arab stereotype 
of I f . 
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HOME NEWS ANGLO-JVDAICA 

BRITISH-EGYPTIAN AIRCRAFT DEAL 

A £100 million aircraft deal is about to be 
concluded, involving the establishment in 
^-gypt of factories producing Westland's 
niuitary Lynx helicopter and the Hawker-Sid-
deley Hawk trainer and combat jet, both 
Powered by Rolls-Royce engines. The Anglo-
J-gyptian deal will be the largest arms con
tract for many years to be concluded by Bri
tain with any Arab State directly involved in 
the military conflict with Israel. 

In approving the deal, the British Govem-
nient appears to have taken into account not 
only fmancial and economic consideration, 
nut also the political argument that arms 
^Pplies by Western countries will make 
^-Sypt less dependent on the Soviet Union. 

FASCIST DANGER 

"Democratic Defence" was inaugurated at a 
nieeting in Manchester. Mr. Paul Rose, the 
L.abour M.P., who presided, spoke of the aims 
of the organisation, which would be to fight 
tascism wherever and whenever possible, 
violence, he said, was sometimes justified in 
resisting the threat to democracy. Although 
the main weapon must be the truth, fascism 
* j s a vims that must be destroyed and 
*hich could not always be fought with 
reason. 

Mr. Eddie Loyden, M.P., spoke of the 
Oanger in trades unions which had been in-
tiltrated by members of the National Front. 
Asserting that we are on the brink of a 
takeover by fascist forces, Mr. Loyden said 
there was a need for an organisation such as 
tiemocratic Defence to alert the public to the 
numerous problems appertaining to fascism. 

GERMAN PASTORS* VISIT 

Twelve Protestant pastors from the Ham
burg area came to Britain to attend a week's 
study course on Judaism at the Leo Baeck 
M)Uege. The visit was the result of contacts 
niade over the years by Rabbi Dow Marmur, 
niinister of the North-Westem Reform Syna-
sogue, Golders Green, with Pastor Dieter 
^choeneich, who led the group. This was the 
second time German pastors have visited 
';|Ondon to exchange views with Progressive 
}?obis, some of whom in t u m have been to 
Germany. 
..Members of the group expressed concern 
yiat many young West Germans are being in-
iiuenced by Arab propaganda, and are chang
ing their hitherto pro-Israel attitudes in the 
*Jiddle East controversy. The older gener
ation in Germany—^particularly practising 
Christians—still felt a sense of guilt over the 
Holocaust and churchmen were striving to 
create a better feeling between the Christian 
and Jewish communities. 

P0R1»IER REFUGEE HAKES THE GRADE 

There are many cases of former refugee 
^i ldren, whose education was cut short in 
^•azi Germany and who, against great odds 
Jnd with unsurpassable energy, made up for 
the lost time and found their niche in the 
academic sphere. An outstanding example 
*as recently reported in the Jewish 
)raronicle. It refers to Mr. Emest Sandberg, 
lather of eleven children, who has obtained a 
Pachelor of arts degree from the Open Uni
versity. Aged 52 and a parks superintendent 
tor Ogwr Borough Council, Wales, he had to 
interrupt his schooling when he left Ger-
•nany. He made a promise that one day he 
^ould complete his education. "To have done 
^ with his eleven children around him 
niakes him one of the special wonders of the 
world," writes the Jewisfi Chronicle. 

MEMORIAL MEETINGS 
London 

Readers are reminded that, as announced 
in the previous issue, this year's meeting in 
memory of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and 
the Six Million Martyrs will be held on 
Sunday, April 6, at 3 p.m. in the New 
London Theatre, Parker Street, Drury Lane, 
London, W.C.2. It can now be announced that 
the main speaker will be the Rt. Hon. Samuel 
Silkin, Q.C., M.P., Attomey-General. 

Manchester 

Under the auspices of the Council of 
Manchester and Salford Jews and other 
major local organisations a Martyrs' Memo
rial Service will be held at the South 
Manchester Synagogue, Wilbraham Road, on 
Simday, April 13, at 8.15. The programme in
cludes Scriptural Readings by the Lord 
Mayor, and the address will be delivered by 
Rabbi Felix F. Carlebach, M.A. 

TUBE DISASTER 

Among those killed in the Moorgate Sta
tion Underground disaster was Mr. Bernard 
Marks, a founder member of the Finsbury 
Park Synagogue. The funeral at Waltham 
Abbey was attended by more than 200 
people. 

Mr. Sidney Kane, a St. John Ambulance 
Brigade divisional superintendent, helped un
derground on the day of the crash, assisting 
a team of doctors and ambulance men from 
the London Hospital and working among 
casualties brought on to the platform. 

ISRAELI ENVOY TO IRELAND 

Israel last December established diplomatic 
relations with the Irish Republic, at first on 
a non-residential basis. Mr. Gideon Rafael, 
Israel's Ambassador to Britain, is to be acc
redited as non-resident Ambassador. The 
Irish non-resident envoy to Israel will be the 
Ambassador to Switzerland, Mr. William War-
nock. 

C.B.F. AMALGAMATION WITH O.S.E. 

After having worked in closest co-operation 
for a great number of years, the C.B.F. and 
British O.S.E. amalgated on March 1. The 
action has been taken in order to effect 
economies in administration, and to reduce 
the number of charitable organisations work
ing in closely related fields. 

With acknowledgement to the news service 
of the Jewish Chronicle. 
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Wembley Intermarriage Survey 

As part of a wider inquiry involving a 
random sample of 40 Jewish families resident 
in two Wembley districts, a sociological 
survey of Jewish attitudes to intermarriage in 
a "tjT)ical" London suburb has been pub
lished in the Jewish Journal of Sociology. 
The survey by Dr. Gerald Cromer—a fonner 
tutor in sociology at Nottingham University 
and now a criminology lecturer in 
Israel—shows that 56-5 per cent of the 
youngsters in the sample would be prepared 
to marry out of the fold, and that only 15 
per cent of parents would take forceful 
action to prevent it. The findings represent a 
reliable guide to what has become a growing 
concern in most Jewish communities in the 
West. 

Dr. Cromer views the growth of in
termarriage as a result and symptom, rather 
than a cause, of the decline in communal 
cohesion. The problem, he states, must be 
tackled at its source—in the home, with em
phasis on the declining concern with rel
igious observance in particular and Jewish 
identity in general. Hence the determination 
of both spiritual and lay leaders of Anglo-
Jewry to make education the community's 
prime concern and to improve on the present 
low standards. 

Terrorists: Two Yardsticks 

The annual civic service held at Singers 
Hill Synagogue, Birmingham, was attended by 
the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, the Anglican 
Bishop of Birmingham, and representatives 
of the Catholic and Free Churches amongst 
others. The Rev. Sidney Gold contrasted the 
fate of the I.R.A. terrorists who bombed the 
centre of Birmingham towards the end of 
last year with the Arab terrorists in Israel 
who, he said, were welcomed with open arms 
at the United Nations Assembly in New 
York. 

Mr. Gold also cited Birmingham as an ex
ample to the world of racial tolerance and 
understanding. There had certainly been at
tempts to stir up prejudice against the im
migrants to the city from all over the world, 
"but such voices were overwhelmed by the 
responsible and liberal local leadership". He 
considered it cmcial that Birmingham's ex
ample be emulated throughout the world. 

Norwood Aid 

The Norwood Homes for Jewish Children 
has been under criticism over plans to devote 
some of its £2 million wealth towards the 
cost of a child and family development and 
rehabilitation centre in Jerusalem. Views 
were expressed that the money should be 
used for home charities. Lord Hirshfield, 
president of the Norwood Charitable Tmst, 
has now given an assurance that its in
vestment holdings will be used to help 
Jewish children's charities in Britain. A new 
fund for overseas projects (including the Is
raeli scheme) would be enhanced by £25,000 
now being held in a separate account and 
specifically earmarked by donors to aid 
Jewish children abroad. 

Hampstead "Retirement Hotel" 

A non-profit-making "retirement hotel" ac
commodating 30 elderly Jewish people is due 
to open in Fortune Green Road, Hampstead, 
in May, under the auspices of Westmount 
Housing Association. Fees charged to re
sidents will cover the cost of maintenance 
and repayment of a mortgage loan. Residents 
will each be provided with an attractively 
furnished bed-sitting room and bathroom. 
Kosher meals will be served in a communal 
dining-room and there are lounges, a lift and 
a garden, with a qualified resident matron in 
overall charge. Facilities will be for the pro
vision of normal care only. 

--l.tiCH: 
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NEWS FROM ABROAD 
ARAB BLACKLIST 

United States 
The Treasury Department has wamed that 

American companies co-operating with the 
Arab boycott of Israel would find legal action 
being taken against them by the United 
States Government if their compliance is 
based on religious or ethnic discrimination. 

In a guideline to America's 4,700 nationally 
chartered banks, the Comptroller of the Cur
rency instmcted them "scrupulously to 
avoid" any Arab business in *the form of 
loans or deposits conditional on dis
crimination of any kind against Jews. 

Germany 
According to informed circles, leading 

West German banks, including the Deutsche 
Bank and the Dresdner Bank, have success
fully resisted attempts by the Arab Boycott 
Office to exclude Jewish banking institutions 
from intemational operations involving Arab 
money. However, it is admitted that Arab in
vestors are responsible for increasing dif
ficulties in transactions involving concerns 
with Jewish or Israeli links. One of the West 
German organisations reported to have been 
blacklisted by the Arabs is the trade union-
owned Bank fuer Gemeinwirtschaft, which 
makes no secret of its special relations with 
Israel. 

Britain 
Bankers N. M. Rothschild and Sons and S. 

G. Warburg, who have been blacklisted by 
Kuwaiti and Libyan moneylenders, have 
stated that it would not be productive to 
transform the controversy into a wider con
flict which would range either the Jewish 
banking community or the City against the 
Arab financial world. Informal and discreet 
talks were, however, held in the City to 
resist the blatant Arab attempt at what a 
representative of Rothschild described as 
"bringing racial and political strife into the 
intemational financial market place where 
the overriding factor should be mtemational 
interdependence". 

France 
As their price for participating in an issue 

to raise money for two French State-owned 
companies, a number of Arab banks earlier 
this year insisted on the exclusion of three 
Jewish-owned banks. The French Govern
ment, apparently embarrassed by the criti
cism levelled at it for having allowed this ex
clusion, has announced a new bond issue 
whose managers include the three blacklisted 
banks. In addition to all three nationalised 
banks, the co-managers will also include 
Lazard Freres, Banque Rothschild and S. G. 
Warburg. 

OIL FROIW IRAN 
The Shah of Iran has hinted that Iran will 

sell additional supplies of oil to Israel if she 
gives up the Abu Rhodeis oilfield in Sinai in 
the next stage of negotiations for a with
drawal in the peninsula. At an impromptu 
firess conference in Zurich after a working 
uncheon with Dr Kissinger, when questioned 

on this point, the Shah replied "Our policy is 
to sell oil to those who will buy it". The 
Shah also reaffirmed that his country will 
not take part in any new oil embargo arising 
from a new Middle East war. 

Abu Rhodeis is believed to produce 47 to 
53 per cent of Israel's daily requirements of 
about 23,000 tons of oil, the rest coming from 
Iran. 

U.S. AID FOR ISRAEL 
The United States Govemment is asking 

Congress to approve an increase in aid for 
Israel for the current fiscal year, which ends 
on June 30. The House of Representatives 
sub-committee voting on the laws to fund the 
foreign aid was told that Israel's situation 
justified the increase in suggested aid from 
the original £201 million to £141 million. 

U.N. RESOLUTIONS 
The 32-nation United Nations Commission 

on Human Rights meeting in Geneva passed 
two anti-Israel resolutions. Israel was accused 
of violating "the basic norms of international 
Law" and of the "desecration of Moslem and 
Christian shrines" in the occupied territories, 
as well as "disrespect for religious leaders 
and violation of rights of worship". Only the 
United States voted against both resolutions, 
and Britain, France, Holland, Italy and West 
Germany voted against the second. The first 
resolution was carried by 22 votes to 1, with 
9 abstentions, the second by 21 to 6, with 5 
abstentions. 

UNESCO BAN 
Menuhin Opposition 

After the refusal by the United Nations 
Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisa
tion to admit Israel to any regional activities 
and its decision to withhold assistance from 
Israel in deference to Arab-sponsored re
solutions, many intellectuals, scientists and 
educationists in Westem countries announced 
that they were cutting links with Unesco. 

Yehudi Menuhin the violinist, together 
with the executive committee of the In
ternational Music Council which is affiliated 
with Unesco, have declined a request to join 
in the boycott. In letters to the press in Bri
tain and elsewhere, Mr. Menuhin deplored 
any intrusion of politics in Unesco. He wrote 
that if human cultures are to be hounded out 
and others in their turn obliged to disown 
Unesco, it will inevitably collapse to the 
great disadvantage of all nations, our joint 
future and the world as a whole. 

The president and secretary of the Argentin
ian writers' organisation, Sade, have cabled 
the director-general of Unesco protesting 
against Unesco's exclusion of Israel. The 
American Interaational Music Fund, whose 
president is the widow of the conductor 
Serge Kousscvitzky, has joined the boycott of 
Unesco. 

JERUSALEM PASTOR'S PROTEST TO U.N. 

In an Open Letter to Dr. K. Waldheim, 
Secretary-General of the U.N., an Evangelical 
Pastor in Jerusalem since 1962. Dr. theol. 
Claude Duvemoy, describes the attitude 
taken at the General Assembly of the United 
Nations as "more detestable than the dis
gusting diplomacy of Munich in 1938". "It is 
pretty obvious," he writes, "that Messrs. 
Arafat and Co. could never have had such a 
resounding success had they not murdered 
women and children, hijacked and destroyed 
civilian aircraft and committed the most 
abominable crime: the cold blooded murder 
of hostages. In short, as far as the United 
Nations are concemed, crime docs jay." The 
writer also refers to the destmction of the 
Jewish quarters of Jemsalem by the Arab 
Legion in 1948, when "not a single voice was 
raised by either diplomats, representatives of 
the Church or, indeed, by representatives of 
the United Nations". Dr. Duvernoy strongly 
refutes the allegations of Unesco that 
the archaeological activities along the city 
wall are deliberately designed to destroy 
places which are sacrosanct to the Moslems. 
He suggests that the democratic nations 
should contract out of what he calls the 
"Manhattan Circus" and establish themselves 
in a less compromised environment. "For 
you, as an Austrian," the letter ends, "it 
seems hardly possible that you wish to 
remain associated with a body which bows to 
the demands of the heirs of the Nazis." 

BOMB IN BUENOS AIRES 

Anti-Jewish attacks in Buenos Aires, by un
known perpertrators, are on the increase. Re
cently, an anonymous bomb attack virtually 
destroyed a Jewish bookshop, which also sold 
religious appurtenances supplying almost the 
entire needs of the Argentine community. 

FRANCE 
Antisenutic Campaign 

A resurgence of antisemitism has been 
noticeable in France, coinciding with the 
steep rises in oil prices by the Arab States 
and their attempts to blackmail the West in 
their anti-Israel Campaign in an atmosphere 
of intemational crisis. In this campaign, the 
extreme Right is mainly concemed with rel
igious antisemitism, with the extreme Left 
waging its fight against Israel on political and 
ideological grounds. 

Arab Loan Vetoed 
M. jKin-Pierre Bloch, the president of the 

International League against Antisemitism 
and Racialism (Lica), has disclosed that Mrs. 
Simone Veil, the French Minister of Health, 
vetoed an Arab loan for the construction of a 
general hospital in the industrial town of 
Romans, near Grenoble. M. Bloch said that a 
number of Arab financiers in Geneva had of
fered to make the loan to the Romans 
municipal council. They insisted, however, 
that when the hospital was bmlt it should not 
admit Jewish patients before the loan had 
been repaid. 

TRIALS AND SENTENCES 
Paris _^__ 

The Court of Cassation, France's highest 
tribunal, has ruled that Paul Touvier, the 
French Nazi collaborator, is to stand trial. 
Touvier, sentenced to death in absentia for 
war crimes in 1946 and 1947, was pardoned 
by President Pompidou in 1972 following the 
lapsing of the death sentence after the 
statutory period of 20 years. The pardon met 
with angry protests all over France. Touvier 
was the assistant of Klaus Barbie, the war
time Lyons Gestapo chief now living in 
Bolivia under the name of Altmann. Bolivia 
has refused France's request for Altmann's 
extradition. 

The ruling of the court was given after 
new charges were proffered by Mrs Fanny 
Vogel accusing Touvier of crimes against 
humanity, including deportations and slavery, 
of which she was a victim. She also accused 
Touvier of having been involved in murder 
and the extermination of people. 

Trieste 
A Trieste magistrate has committed two 

former SS officers for trial on charges of kill
ing thousands of innocent victims, including 
Jews and other hostages and political 
prisoners, in the crematorium established by 
the Nazis in a warehouse near the city 
during the Second World War. The accused 
now work as a Hamburg lawyer and a 
Munich beer hall employee respectively. 

INDIAN AWARD 
India's highest police award for bravery, 

the President's Police and Fire Services 
Medal, has been given to Inspector Samson 
of the Greater Bombay police, for his role in 
quelling a riot in September, 1972, and for 
giving first aid to the injured, disregarding 
the risks to his life. Inspector Samson is the 
first officer of the Bombay force in 27 years 
to survive and receive this award. 

SACK FOR HITLER SYMPATHISER 
A Toronto arbitrator has mled that Mr. 

Henry Zett, of the Nu-Mode Dress Company 
in Toronto, acted within his rights in dis
missing a member of his staff who had pinned 
up a picture of Adolf Hitler beside his work
place. Mr. Zett, a concentration camp sur
vivor, on retum from holiday found that the 
picture had been on display while he was 
away and immediately dismissed the man re
sponsible. 

RABBINICAL TRAINING IN BUDAPEST 
Two students from the Soviet Union are, 

for the first time receiving rabbinical train
ing at the Jewisn Theological Seminary in 
Budapest, the only such institution in 
Eastem Europe. The students are expected to 
be joined in September by two other East 
European students, one from Bulgaria and 
the other from Romania. 
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Hans Liebe$chiitz 

aASSICAL SCHOLAR AND OBSERVANT JEW 
Biography of Jacob Bernays 

The lasting fame of Jacob Bemays is based 
on liis classical scholarship. His com
prehensive and penetrating studies of 
primary sources aimed at the interpretation 
of the Hellenic mind. Oa the other hand, his 
life remained determined by the fact that he 
was the eldest son of Chacham Isaac Bemays, 
who in 1821 had become in Hamburg the 
first Orthodox rabbi combining talmudic and 
university education. A certain contact with 
fee romantic movement of his days had made 
this synthesis productive. The son never re
signed his inheritance. While carrying on his 
academic vocation he emphasised his loyalty 
to the law and the life-style of his ancestors, 
not only in his conduct but also in his out
ward appearance. 

Hans Bach's book on Jacob Bernays, has 
circle and his writings is a work of love 
which has accompanied its author through 
niany years.* It was started in Germany, when 
the Nazi movement had blocked his academic 
work in the field of German literature. Con
sequently, he was still able to consult un
printed diaries and drafts of reflections 
which were destroyed during the Second 
World War. He also consulted letter collec
tions preserved in different parts of the 
World. Verbal quotations from this source 
niaterial form a valuable part of the book, 
offering intimate insight into Bemays' 
thought and moods. 

The circumstances, under which this 
biography originated, necessarily fostered a 
strong reaction against the optimistic belief 
?f the emancipation period that Jews could 
identify themselves with their German sur
roundings. Some passages on the Jewish 
reform movement and on developments in 
Imperial Germany show traces of this feel-
^g which was not alien to Bemays' attitude. 
But the fact, suggested by the book's subtitle, 
that Bemays' work was in giving and taking 
a part of both German and Jewish in
tellectual history determines the basic prob-
iems of his existence. His belief in the 
human values of the classical legacy has con
nected him with the German tradition from 
the age of Goethe and Wilhelm v. Humbold. 
On the other hand, this choice of his life's 
Profession was also motivated by the feeling 
that, as a Jew, he remained a natural out
sider in his modem surroundings. As a clas-
^ ^ 1 scholar he felt able to see the whole of 
Westem civilisation shaped by forms of 
thought coming from a distant past, in which 
also Judaism had its origin. Bemays saw 
Christianity as a second outside force in the 
World of European nations. Like Leo Baeck, 
he considered the core of the Gospels' teach
ing as a part of the Hebrew tradition. He was 
^ven ready to consider Paul's polemics 
against the Pharisees with understanding 
(pp. 49; 85; 131). But he passionately refused 
any compromises with the ecclesiastical 
noctrine. Once a good friend, a high-ranking 
^iplomat with romantic leanings, suggested to 
him in a carefully composed letter that for a 
niao of his religious seriousness baptism was 
teasible. Bemays answered that Jesus him
self, bom into the contemporary world. 
Would be the Last to consider such a step 
(P.116). 

'Hans I. Bach; Jacob Bemays. Eln Beitrag zur Emanzl-
^•tlonsgeschlchte der Juden und zur Geschichte des 
?*utschen Geistes Im neunzehnten Jahrhundert. XV, 251 
?6iten. (Schriftenreihe wissenschaftl. Abhandlungen des 
72° Baeck Instituts) Tubingen, 1974. J. 0. B. Mohr 
>Paul Siebock). D.M.72 

For five years, Bernays had to face, with
out private means, the oppressive financial 
difficulties of a non-established lecturer at 
Bonn University. His appointment to the post 
at the first modern rabbinical college in 
Breslau relieved him from this situation in 
1853. There he was only responsible for the 
general education of the students. He dis
liked the atmosphere of the city, which in his 
opinion was dominated, especially in Jewish 
circles, by narrow business interests. But 
during this period his position as a classical 
scholar was fidly established; he became a 
collaborator and friend of Theodor Mommsen. 

In 1866, his academic colleagues succeeded 
in persuading the Pmssian govemment to 
recall him to Bonn as chief librarian and pro
fessor extraordinary at the university; his 
salary was that of a full professor. It was a 
great paradox in his biography that the fifteen 
final years of his life, which followed, were a 
time of increasing disappointment. He had a 
feeling that the impetus behind his research 
was weakening. It was more important that 
by and by he lost contact with his students; 
teaching meant much to him and originally 
had been very successful. Bernays considered 
this deterioration as a consequence of a 
change in the cultural atmosphere. Jacob 
Burckhardt inserted similar observations in 
the introductory notes of his lecture course 
on Ancient history in the sixties. Nietzsche's 
disagreement with his time also seems to 
confirm such judgment. But studies on the 
borderline of phUosophy and religion, such 
as Bemays had cultivated, continued to flour
ish during the last decades of the nineteenth 
cenitury; they became a factor spreading 
German influence throughout the world. 

In retrospect, the impression prevails that 
the ageing bachelor's alienation from his sur
roundings was essentially an interior process. 
His success as researcher was mainly derived 
from his capacity for analytical thought. 
Compendia from Late Antiquity offered him 
the source material, in which he traced and 
characterised fragments as parts of lost writ
ings from a more productive earlier period. 
In this way, he rediscovered the dialogues of 
Aristotle, a labour which forty years after his 
death became a starting-point of stimulating 
discussions on the transition from Plato to 
his most eminent pupil. 

Bemays was very conscious of the fact that 
this critical method of understanding 
literature from its historical context would 
not be compatible with his belief when 
applied to the Hebrew Bible. Therefore his 
Jewishness and his approach to European 
civilisation through classical studies remained 
finally separated in two compartments of his 
mind. la this way he anticipated in some re
spects Franz Rosenzweig's ultimate position. 
But the thinker of the later generation had 
given up the vocation of an historian when 
he recognised its contrast to the basic idea of 
Judaism. However, for Bemays this modem 
form of understanding the world of man re

mained one of the two dominating forces of 
his life. The lack of co-ordination in depth 
necessarily caused tensions under the pres
sure of his official position and early ageing. 

Besides some photographs of places, the 
book offers 37 portraits of Bernays' teachers, 
friends and pupils, well chosen to illustrate 
the mentality of the nineteenth century. But 
the reader will seek in vain for a picture of 
Bernays himself, until he leams (p.l94) that 
he has preventeid the survival of any lasting 
memorial of his appearance. 

At the end of this instmctive and readable 
book there is a full bibliography and two 
good indices of names and objects. 

BELSIZE SQUARE SYNAGOGUE 
51 Bcll ln Souar*. London, N.W.3 

SYNAGOGUE SERVICES 
are held regularly on the Eve of Sabbath 
and Festivals at 6.30 p.m. and on the day 

at 11 a.m. 
ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

GERMAN SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL 

Assurance by Foreign Minister 

The West German Govemment has an
nounced that it will provide Israel with 140 
million marks (about £15imillion) in capital 
aid this year, the same as in 19'74 and pre
vious years. The Govemment announced this 
at the end of a three-day official visit by Mr. 
Yigal Allon, the Israeli Deputy Prenuer and 
Foreign Minister. 

At a reception in Mr. Allen's honour, Mr. 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher, the West German 
Foreign Minister, said that West Germany 
would support a just and durable peace settle
ment in the Middle East and would con
tinue to stress that recognition of Israel's ex
istence within secure tiorders must be an in
tegral part of any Middle East peace 
agreement. 

Mr. Allon visited Dachau and laid wreaths 
at the memorials to the many thousands of 
Jews and others murdered at the con
centration camp there. 

Statement by Brandt 

At a two-day meeting of the Socialist In
ternational in West Berlin its president, Mr. 
Willy Brandt, who is chairman of the West 
German Social Democratic Party and former 
Chancellor, stressed Israel's right to live 
within secure borders and the need for 
guarantees for her future existence. Mr. 
Brandt also emphasised the delegates' 
"positive interest" in the attempts of Dr. Kis
singer to achieve a peace settlement. 

NEW MEMBER OF POUR LE MERITE 

Nobel Prize Winner F. A. Lipmann 

Professor Fritz Albert Lipmaan (New 
York) was appointed a foreign member of 
the Chapter of the German Order "Pour le 
Merite". Born in Koenigsberg in 1899, Pro
fessor Lipman started his career at the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Institut in Berlin. Jointly 
with Professor Sir Hans A. Krebs (Oxford) 
he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine 
and Physiology in 1953. He now holds a posi
tion at the Rockefeller University in New 
York. 

NO FUNDS FOR GERMAN AFRICAN 
ASSOCIATION 

The Federal German Govemment has stop
ped funds for the German-African Associa
tion, apparently in view of the persistent 
anti-Israeli statements of the Association. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR OF HEBREW 
UNIVERSITY 

To mark the 50th anniversary of the Hebrew 
University there will be a number of functions 
both in this country and in Jemsalem. The 
main ceremonies in Jerusalem will take place 
between June 29 and July 2. A special tour at 
reduced charges for British visitors has been 
provided for, covering the period June 
26-July 6 (ten nights) with optional ex
tensions to 14 or 17 nights. Any interested 
readers are advised to ask for particulars 
from: Friends of the Hebrew Umversity, 3 
St. John's Wood Road, London, NWB 8RB 
(Tel.: 01-286 1176). 
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Eduard Rosenbauni 

STAATSDIENST ALS WILLE UND 
VORSTELLUNG 

Vor einigen Monaten erschien als Veroffent-
lichung des Leo Baeck Institutes in New York, 
und finanziell durch eine Hilfe der Axel 
Springer Stiftung in Berlin gefordert, die 
lange erwartete Biographie des deutschen 
Staatssekretars Hans Schaffer.* Der Verfasser 
ist Assistent am wirtschaftswissenschaftlichen 
Seminar der Universitat Tiibingen, 1942 dort 
geboren, und gehort also der jiingeren Genera
tion an, die jetzt in so erfreulicher Zusammen
arbeit mit dem Leo Baeck Institut die Fragen 
der deutsch-jUdischen Beziehungen aufzuhellen 
versucht. 

Schon das Vorwort, mit der Aufzahlung der 
noch lebenden Zeitgenossen Schaffers, die 
befragt wurden, lasst die Gewissenhaftigkeit 
erkennen, mit der Dr. Wandel versucht hat, 
sich mit dem Lebensgefiihl einer friiheren 
Generation vertraut zu machen. UnterstUtzt 
wird die Arbeit durch eine von Professor Karl 
Erich Born geschriebene EinfUhrung, die das 
Recht auf eine Biographie mit einer bis ins 
klassische Altertum zuriickgehende Betrach
tung iiberzeugend und lehrreich umschreibt. 

Das Buch ist in vieler Hinsicht sehr 
ungewcjhnlicher Natur. In Erganzung von 
Professor Boms Einfiihrung darf doch gesagt 
werden, dass Staatssekretaren nur hochst 
seiten das Recht auf eine eigene Biographie 
zuerkannt worden ist. So entsteht die Frage : 
warum gerade Hans Schafler ? Er war in 
einem gewissen Sinne ein primus inter pares. 
Es gab, um wenigstens einige zu nennen, 
seinen nahen Freund Hans Staudinger, den 
hellaugigen und zielbewussten spateren Staats
sekretar im preussischen Handelsministerium, 
der die unterelbischen Hafenfragen zu einer 
fiir Preussen und Hamburg gleich giinstigen 
Losung brachte. Es gab Ernst Trendelenburg, 
Nachkomme einer beriihmten Gelehrten-
familie, den skeptischklugen Adolf Lowe, der 
1928 Universitatsprofessor in Kiel wurde, 
es gab die unvergessene und mutige Cora 
Berliner, auch sie spater Hochschulprofessor, 
und, als einen nahen Mitarbeiter von Schaffer, 
den jungen Staatssekretar B.W. von Biilow 
im Auswartigen Amt, dessen zarte und fein-
fiihlige Natur im "Dritten Reich" der bewusst 
iibemommenen Widerstandsaufgabe im Dienst 
sehr bald durch Krankheit erlag. Noch andere 
Wamen konnten genannt werden. Die viel-
geschmahte Weimarer Republik hatte in der 
Verwaltung eine gewisse Elite, die den neuen, 
nach parlamentarischen Formen gewahlten 
Ministern durch ihre Erfahrung und ihre rela
tive Unablosbarkeit weit iiberlegen war. 

Ein kritisches Wort muss iiber die Anmer
kungen gesagt werden. Einem modemen MLss-
brauch folgend, stehen sie nicht unter den 
Seiten, sondem am Ende des Buches, und fUr 
jedes Kapitel mit neuer Zahlung beginnend. 
Wenn aber nicht durchgezahlt wird, gehort am 
Kopf jeder Seite der Anmerkungen ein Hin
weis auf die zugehorigen Textseiten oder zum 
Mindesten auf den betreffenden Abschnitt des 
Buches : das fehlt bei dieser ersten Auflage, 
sollte aber nachgeholt werden. 

Nach diesen Einschrankungen kann gesagt 
werden, was das vorliegende Buch wirklich ist, 
namlich genau das, was es sein soil: die 
Biographie eines sehr ungewohnlichen 
Menschen. Zugleich wird damit die Bedeutung 
des Buches fiir die allgemeine Geschichte 
etwas eingeschrankt. Die gesamte Reparations-
frage, die iiberwiegend Schaflers Tatigkeit 

* Eckehard Wandel : Han* Schlflar, Stauennann In 
wlrtschanilchen und polltltchen Krisan, 1886-1967. 
Deutsche Verlagsanstalt Stuttgart 1974. 378 Seiten. DM 38. 

beanspruchte, ist fiir alle beteiligten Staaten 
kein Ruhmesblatt. Die geschichtlich wichtigen 
Einzelheiten sind monographisch hinreichend 
verarbeitet, zum Teil gestiitzt auf Schaflers 
Aufzeichnungen, die er hilfreich zur Veriiigung 
gestellt hat. Was fiir das Weltgedachtnis nach 
50 bis 100 Jahren bleiben wird, ist das Buch 
des 35 jahrigen John Maynard Keynes "The 
Economic Consequences of the Peace" 
(London 1920), erganzt durch die postum 
veroffentlichte Betrachtung "Dr. Melchior: 
A Defeated Enemy" (London 1949), sowie der 
Entschluss des Kongresses in Washington, den 
Vertrag von Versailles nicht zu unterzeichnen 
und dem Prasidenten-Professor nicht in den 
Irrgarten seiner verwasserten Ideologien zu 
folgen. Daran hangt sich dann mit ein paar 
Kausalketten, die durch den Ruhrkampf 
schleifen, das Dritte Reich. 

Wir sind zuriick bei Hans SchafFer und 
fragen, was hob ihn aus der Elite, zu der 
auch noch Herbert Dorn, Johannes Popitz, 
Alexander Riistow, Ernst Wagemann und 
Leopold V. Hosch zu zahlen sind, so heraus, 
dass eine eigene Biographie gerechtfertigt ist. 

Unter den personlichen Anlagen des 
geschulten Juristen, der 1919, nach Kriegs
ende, 33 Jahre alt, als "Aussenseiter" in das 
Wirtschaftsministerium eintrat, sind einmal 
die hohe intellektuelle Begabung als solche 
hervorzuheben, sodann ein intensiver methodi
scher Fleiss, eine Fahigkeit des Umgangs mit 
Menschen, die man im heutigen Deutsch 
"Kontaktfreude" nennen wiirde, dazu ein 
Selbstbewusstsein, das Abstand zu halten 
weiss, dies alles aber zusammengefasst in eine 
totale Hingabe an den Beruf des Staats-
dienstes, ohne daruber den Freiheitsbereich 
der nichtbemflichen Bildung zu vergessen. 

Zu diesen Eigenschaften des Charakters 
kam nun, nach dem fruhen Tod des Vaters, 
eine von der Mutter ererbte, fast manische 
Vorliebe fur die Stenographic, in der er fUr 
die Kundigen sogar private Briefe zu schreiben 
pfiegte. Diese Fahigkeit der raschen Fest-
haltung des fliichtigen Wortes bestimmte ihn, 
iiber alle fur wichtig gehaltenen Gesprache 
Aufzeichnungen in Kurzschrift zu machen, die 
jetzt, zum erheblichen Teil in Maschinen-
schrift iibertragen, fiir die Zeit von 1924 bis 
1933 in 24 Banden von je etwa 200 Seiten 
vorliegen. Dariiber gibt ein besonderes Kapitel 
bei Wandel (S. 291 f[.) genaue Auskunft. Diese 
Aufzeichnungen wurden als Eigentum der 
"Wiener Library" in London vermacht, sind 
jedoch unter gewissen Bedingungen beim 
Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte in Miinchen hinter-
legt und fiir das Studium zuganglich. Sie bilden 
die Gmndlage der biographischen Darstellung, 
dazu andere QueUen, die teUs beim Leo Baeck 
Institut in New York, teils noch bei der 
Familie und im Archiv des einstmaligen 
Zundholztrust in Schweden liegen. 

Dieses Material schuf die technische Moglich
keit, eine Biographie zu schreiben, die, wie 
mir scheint, als Beitrag zur Charakterologie 
noch einen hoheren Wert hat, denn als Beitrag 
zu einer an sich kiimmerlichen Episode unserer 
Geschichte, die eigentlich jetzt hinreichend 
durchgekaut sein diirfte. SchafFer selbst unter-
stiitzt diese Auffassung durch eine Reihe von 
Bemerkungen iiber die personlichen Griinde 
des Verfahrens (S. 293 ft.). Sie dienten ihm, 
wie er schon 1921 niederschreibt, im pausen-
losen Wandel des taktischen Verhaltens einmal 
als Protokoll und also greifbares Gedachtnis, 
aber auch als Kontrolle: "Selbstandige Auf
zeichnungen sollen die Kontinuitat der Arbeit 
starken und dafiir sorgen, dass ich mir in 
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spaterer Zeit uber die Griinde meines Ver
haltens in dieser oder jener Frage keine von 
der Wahrheit abweichende Vorstellung mache." 

Im gleichen Zusammenhang betont Schaffer 
aber, dass er nie an die Veroflentlichung oder 
an die Abfassung eigener Erinnerungen 
gedacht habe. Sie mogen aber geeignet sein, 
"den spateren Historikern den wahren Sach
verhalt zu zeigen. Ein alter Mensch, der iiber 
weit zuruckliegende Dinge schreibt, ist ein 
anderer, als der sie erlebt hat. Die inzwischen 
eingetretenen Ereignisse, beeinflussen sein 
UrteU. . . ." (S. 296). Das ist gewiss richtig, 
aber dieser gleiche Zeitwandel beeinflusst auch 
den Leser einer spateren Generation und 
erschwert die Moglichkeit, die Worte genau 
so auszulegen, wie sie im Augenblick der 
Niederschrift gemeint waren. 

Wenn Robert MusU am Anfang seines 
Romans "Der Mann ohne Eigenschaften" etwa 
140 Worte braucht, um die Wetterlage und die 
astronomische Konstellation zu Beginn der 
"Parallel-Aktion" genau zu bezeichnen, so ist 
dies nicht nur ein literarischer Scherz, sondern 
die Erkenntnis, dass kein historisches Ereignis, 
nach wechselnden Monden, genau so erfasst 
werden kann, wie es "wirklich" war. 

Als Weiteres kommt hinzu, dass diese Steno-
gramme immer nach einem Zeitabstand, wenn 
auch zuweilen schon nach einer Stunde, 
geschrieben wurden, dass sie notwendige 
Kurzungen enthalten, und dass sie also ohne 
die sogenannte "personliche Gleichung" des 
Schreibenden nicht richtig verstanden werden 
konnen. Wenn Schaffer selbst schon in sich 
den Wandel dieses Faktors spiirte, was soil 
man dann von dem Leser nach Jahrzehnten 
erwarten ? 

Bruning konnte nur langsam, wie Wandel 
anschaulich beschreibt (S. 144), ein "regel-
rechtes Grauen" iiber die Existenz der Tage
biicher iiberwinden. Mir scheint dieses 
Unbehagen durchaus berechtigt. Denn die 
Aufzeichnungen eines Gespraches, das an sich 
die geistigste und lebendigste Form des sich 
gegenseitig anregenden Gedankenaustausches 
ist, kann das Gesprach in eine bedrohliche 
Nahe zu seinem Gegenteil, dem protokollierten 
Verhdr, bringen. Ich wiirde es sehr begreiflich 
gefunden haben, wenn sich Bruning, aber auch 
andere Gesprachspartner, in gewissen Fallen 
die Aufzeichnung verbeten, oder eine 
Vorlegung des so entstandenen Textes verlangt 
hatten. 

Wandel bringt ein gutes Beispiel, indem er 
— ohne es kritisch zu kommentieren — aus 
Schaffers Tagebuch ein Gesprach abdruckt 
(S. 3;5 ff.), das Schaffer am Abend des 
20. November 1931 mit Reichskanzler Briining 
fuhrte, an einem Zeitpunkt also, wo Schaffers 
Zweifel an der Reichspolitik schon begonnen 
hatten. Ueber diesem Gesprach liegt fur den 
heutigen Leser etwas Gezwungenes und 
Lauerndes. Denn Schaffer wollte ohne aus-
driickliche Frage erfahren, wie lange Briining 
ihn noch im Staatsdienst zu behalten wiinschte, 
und Briining wollte sich offenbar in keiner 
Weise festlegen. Das Ergebnis war eine 
schwebende Unsicherheit, und das spatere 
Ausweichen in eine mehr unbefangene geistige 
Unterhaltung wirkt etwas gezwungen. 

Man denkt daran, dass Schaffer nach 
eigenem Gestandnis (S. 237) kleine Tricks und 
versteckte Testfragen nicht ablehnte, und 
zuweilen auch Dinge "streng vertraulich" 
erzahlte, um zu priifen, ob und wie schnell sie 
trotzdem in Umlauf gesetzt wurden. In diesen 
Hilfsmitteln liegt nichts moralisch Unerlaubtes. 
Kein Politiker oder politischer Beamter kann 
ohne solche seiner schwierigen Aufgabe 
gerecht werden. Und Schaffer erortert diese 
notwendigen Verhaltungsformen in seinen 
Tagebiichern, dies besonders durch ein 
"Vademecum fiir Staatssekretare und solche, 
die es werden wollen", das Wandel mit 

Continued on page 7, column 1 
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Staatsdienst als Wille 
und Vorstellung 

Continued from page 6 

sicherem Griff gleichfalls in den uns 
Vorliegenden Band (S. 298 ff.) aufgenommen 
hat. Die EinteUungen : 1. Wer etwas tun soU, 
2. Wann etwas getan werden soil, 3. Einige 
Einzelerfahrungen, und die ausgezeichneten 
Bemerkungen, wie politische Verhandlungen 
2U fiihren seien, erinnera im Stil etwas an 
Schopenhauers Betrachtungen zur Ethik, und 
Kbnnen auch jetzt noch als eine wertvoUe 
"Handreichung" gelten. 

Aber Schaffer ging in seinen Bemiihungen, 
ein genaues BUd der Krafte zu gewinnen, 
niit denen er zu rechnen hatte, noch einen 
Schritt weiter : er fertigte fiir seinen Gebrauch 
eine "Eigenschaftskartothek", in der fiir acht 
Eigenschaften, von "WiUe" bis "allgemeine 
"Udung" reichend, Bewertungen von 1 bis 9 
eingesetzt wurden. Das Buch bringt (S. 238) 
<iie Ergebnisse fiir Briand, Hindenburg, 
Severing und Schleicher. Leider wird bei 
^eser Probe gesagt : "Solange einige der 
^arin enthaltenen Personen noch leben, soil 
diese Kartei noch nicht veroffentlicht werden". 
Pas erscheint mir eine bedauerliche und auch 
im Ziel falsche Riicksichtnahme. Denn da das 
Ganze, wie gleich zu erlautern ist, nur ein 
Gedankenspiel sein kann, das von den 
Betroffenen mit Humor aufzunehmen ware, 
Scheint mir eine baldige Bekanntgabe richtiger 
Had amiisanter. 

Eine in irgendeinem Sinne herabsetzende 
Bewertung ist fiir den noch Lebenden viel 
ertraglicher, als wenn den Nachkommen spater 
Sesagt wird, dass der verehrte Tote in mancher 
Hinsicht eine "Niete" war. Denn die Bedeutung 
dieses charakterologischen Versuchs geht iiber 
den subjektiven Wert, den er — wieder als 
Stenogramm—fiir Schaffer gehabt haben mag, 
nicht hinaus. Die acht Eigenschaftsgruppen 
Jassen sich weder einheitlich definieren, noch 
lassen sie sich giiltig quantifizieren. 

Natiirlich gibt es Gmppen von Eigenschaften, 
im die sich auch die Graphologie bemiiht. 
Aber der genaue Grad dieser "Eigenschaften", 
der fiir solch detektivisches Bemiihen wichtig 
Ware, lasst sich trotz Quetelets oder Julius 
Bahnsens oder auch Klages Bemiihungen, 
nicht giiltig und in Zahlen festlegen. Der 
Philosoph Ernst Cassirer sagte gern, dass er 
keine der "Intelligenzpriifungen" des Psycho-
jOgen Hermann Ebbinghaus hatte bestehen 
konnen. 

Wandel sagt nicht, ob auch das Bestehen 
dieser Eigenschaftskartothek in Schaffers 
Umwelt bekannt war. Wenn aber doch, so 
hatte leicht, und in Verbindung mit dem Steno-
graphieren, das eintreten kbnnen, was jetzt als 
'Heisenbergeffekt" bezeichnet wird: die 
jerandemng des Objektes unter dem Einfluss 
der zu seiner Erkenntnis verwendeten 
Methoden. 

Wir sind hiermit an der Grenze dessen 
angelangt, was im Rahmen einer Besprechung 
Hber diese hochst anregende Biographie gesagt 
*erden kann. Jedoch sei fiir die Leser dieser 
Zeitschrift noch hinzugefiigt, dass Schaffer 
auch nach seiner Auswanderung nach 
Schweden seine geistigen Krafte und seine 
*eitgespannten Beziehungen der Mitarbeit an 
den schweren Problemen des deutschen Juden
tums zur Verfiigung stellte, nachdem er 
Vorher schon an der Griindung und den 
Arbeiten der Reichsvertretung der Deutschen 
Juden in Berlin mitgewirkt hatte. Und bis zu 
Seinem Tode am 20. Marz 1967 in Jbnkoping 
hielt er auch die Beziehungen zu dem sich 
neu formenden Deutschland aufrecht, denn er 
Sah in seiner Lebenserfahmng nicht nur 
ein jiidisthes, sondem auch ein deutsches 
Schicksal. 

ROUND AND ABOUT 
LOOKING BACK IN EQUANIMITY 

Works of Two Artists 

Both Fred Kormis, whose sculptures are 
shown at the Fieldbome GaUeries in St. 
John's Wood, and Maud Wethered, whose 
"Drawings of the 'Twenties" complete the ex
hibition and extend its scope, are in their late 
seventies. Mr. Kormis is German (born 1897 
in Frankfurt), Miss Wethered as EngUsh as 
they come with the Englishwomen's 
traditional love for Europe and the South 
and her aversion to drama and solemnity. 

Kormis, a prisoner of war in Siberia from 
1915 to 1920 (and best known in this country 
for his "Prisoner Memorial" in Gladstone 
Park) fought his way—probably under Ep
stein's influence—to a restrained and con
trolled impetuosity without losing his original 
impetus and force. Miss Wethered seems to 
have set out as a gentle and timid observer, 
developing her notes into statements and 
images of greait clarity. There could have 
been no greater difference of approach and 
advance between any two artists, and only 
slowly one perceives that both look in the 
same direction, namely back to sanity. 
Neither is "academic" but both are exceUent 
craftsmen; neither is resigned, but both are 
calm and sagacious. 

To choose, and call attention to one or two 
or a dozen of Mr. Kormis's fifty exhibits and 
Miss Wethered's twenty must remain a 
matter of one's personal taste and sen
sibilities. However, the life-size "Seated 
Figure", probably an earlier work of 
Kormis's (no dates are given), and with the 
marvellous texture of spontaneous applica
tion, the loving and understanding portrait of 
the legendary Ludwig Koch and the "Re
clining Figure" among the splendid array of 
'Kleinplastik' can be called outstanding and 
full of compassionate humanity. The very 
moving relationship of figures, both formal 
and emotional, is one of Kormis's recurrent 
themes. Three "Couples" in this exhibition, 
aU of them reliefs, show his austere treat
ment without a trace of the common or sen
timental. 

Of Miss Wethered's wanderings aU over 
Southem Europe, the Italian sketehes pro
duced the most rewarding harvest: the 
"Appian Way, Rome" and sober pen and ink 
drawings from Urbino, Syracuse and Siena 
show her as an observer combining two con
flicting virtues, utter objectivity and great 
love. 

F. THORN. 

JOE ROSE'S RECENT WORKS 

Here we have a "committed" painter. Joe 
Rose is trying to tackle some of the problems 
of our time under which he suffers: tyranny, 
violence in East and West, discrimination 
against the Jews in the Soviet Union, and the 
perverted instincts of crowds. We all re
member Goya, Daumier and George Grosz, 
caricaturing mercUessly cruelty and injustice 
in their own times. Mr Rose is a kind man. 
personally and as an artist. The mUk of his 
kindness overflows to a certain degree into 
his critical art. He does not sting and whip, 
he chides. This is his dUemma. Perhaps the 
best canvases in the exhibition at the 
Nicholas Treadwell Gallery, which ended in 
Febmary, were two portraits, one of Solz
henitsyn and another of his friend, the writer 
George Mikes. Here he is in sympathy with 
his subjects. His admiration and loving em
pathy fire his considerable talent to produce 
impressive images. 

A.R. 

GABRIELE TERGIT'S NOVEL ON GERMAN 
RADIO 

"Kaesebier erobert den Kurfuerstendamm", 
the novel by Gabriele Tergit (Rowohlt, 1931), 
with the Berlin of the late 'twenties thrown 
in, was the subject of a one hour radio fea
ture by Frank Graetzbach. It was broadcast 
by the Westdeutsche Rundfunk and repeated 
by the Sender Freies Berlin. The social 
climate of the time was brought to life by 
dialogues from the novel—dialogues of seedy 
and worthy joumaUsts, of seedy and worthy 
businessmen, of seedy and worthy developers. 
Gabriele Tergit, who now lives in London 
and is the hon. secretary of the PEN Centre 
of German Speaking Authors Abroad, wrote 
her novel, when she was a well-known jour
nalist of the Berliner Tageblatt. Apart from 
tape recordings of herself, the programme in
cluded contributions by other personaUties 
who could speak about that period from first 
hand knowledge. Alfred Braun, the first an
nouncer of the "Funkstunde", spoke with his 
old clarity and vigour. WUly Rose of the 
Rose Theatre dynasty gave reminiscences. The 
"Betrieb" of that period was captivated for a 
new generation of listeners. 

PORTRAITS BY DOLBIN IN DORTMUND 

The Institut fuer Zeitungsforschung in 
Dortmund has acquired part of the estate of 
B. F. Dolbin (Vienna 1883-New York 1971). 
It consists of about 400 portraits of well-
known publicists, which are now exhibited in 
the Institute. In the preface to a brochure, 
published on the occasion of the exhibition, 
the director of the Institute, Professor Dr. 
Kurt Koscyk, expresses the hope that the 
Dolbin originals may feel at home in the 
company of works by Daumier, Gulbransson 
and others. UntU 1933, Dolbin was a con
tributor to the Berliner Tageblatt and the 
Literarische Welt, edited by WUly Haas. 
After his enforced emigration, he worked in 
the U.S.A. from 1935 onwards. In co-opera
tion with WUly Haas, he published "Gesicht 
einer Epoche" in 1962. 

KAMINSKA FOR NEW YIDDISH THEATRE 

Ida Kaminska, the Yiddish actress and 
director from Poland, and her actor husband, 
Meir Melman, have announced that they will 
settle in Israel, where they wUl join the 
newly formed Yiddish Theatre in Tel Aviv. 

The actress and her husband left Poland in 
late 1968 at the height of the anti-Jewish 
campaign, going first to Israel and later to 
the U.S.A. In Poland she was the star of the 
Polish Oscar-winning film. The Shop on Main 
Street. Mrs. Kaminska is apparently dis
appointed with the American Jewish com
munity because it provided no adequate op-
portunitity for her to re-estabUsh herself 
there. 

YIDDISH PUBLICATION PROJECT 

In 1957, the Argentine Yiddish writer, 
joumalist and critic, Samuel Rozhansky, 
devised and initiated a project for the pub
lication of a series of 10() volumes of Yiddish 
master works in prose and poetry. Mr. 
Joseph Lipshitz, a South African active in 
Jewish ciUtural affairs in Johannesburg, 
established a fund to {jroduce the books, and 
the British Museum is among institutional 
subscribers to the project. 

Sixty-two volumes have appeared, many of 
the earlier having gone into two or three edi
tions. The works of Sholem Aleichem, Men
dele Mosher Seforim and Y. L. Peretz are in
cluded in the publications. 
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A MAN OF MANY PARTS 
SOth Birthday of Dr. Charles Kapralik 

On the occasion of his 80th birthday on 
April 24, Dr. Charles Kapralik will receive 
congratulations from a variety of friends and 
colleagues, who have been associated with 
him in the course of a ftdl and still active 
life. His close relationship with the AJR 
started more than 20 years ago, when the 
work for the elderly in our midst could be 
put on a firm basis by the establishment oil 
the Old Age Homes. From the very be
ginning. Dr. Kapralik was a member of the 
Management Committee, under whose aus
pices the C.B.F. and the AJR jointly conduct 
the current business and determine the 
policy conceming the running of the Homes. 
It was only natiiral that the team work of 
this committee also resulted in bonds of per
sonal friendship between its members. Dr. 
Kapralik was not only a capable adminis
trator, who carried out the decisions of the 
committee as long as he was a senior official 
and, later, joint secretary of the C.B.F. but 
fortunately continued his co-operation, after 
he retired from his office six years ago. In 
his contribution to the deUberations of the 
Management Committee, he combines vision 
and understanding of the wider issues in
volved with a strong sense of detail. Yet, 
above all, he excels by the human approach 
to the well-being of those whose fate he had 
to share as a refugee. 

The establishment of the Homes would not 
have been possible without the funds derived 
from the heirless and communal Jewish pro
perty in the British zone of Germany. The 
complicated work of recovering these assets 
was carried out by the Jewish Trust Corpora
tion (J.T.C.) under the guidance of Dr. Kap
ralik as general secretary and Dr. Reinhold 
Lachs, now also a member of the 
Management Committee, as the first general 
manager of the field operations in Germany. 
There, Dr. Kapralik could prove his mettle as 

HOUSE OF HALLGARTEN 

53/79 Highgate Road, London. NWS 1RR 
C/ioose Hallgarten —Choose Fine Winei 

a capable jurist and experienced negotiator. 
Yet when the major part of the work was 
finished, another proficiency of his came to 
the fore. He also turned out to be an histo
rian, recording the work of the J.T.C. under 
the heading "Reclaiming the Nazi Loot" 
(1962), followed by a second volume about 
the subsequent period in 1971. 

His activities as a senior Jewish civU serv
ant also gained him the recognition of the 
representatives of the major Jewish organisa
tions abroad, with whom he is on personal 
terms. The weight his views carry became 
evident to me again when, as a newly elected 
member, I recently attended for the first 
time a board meeting of U.R.O. in Frankfurt. 

Last but not least, there is his work for 
the refugees from Austria. It has been stated 
time and again, how badly the attitude of 
that country to the compensation of Nazi 
victims compares with that of the German 
Federal Republic. It has also been repeatedly 
explained that this is in the first place due 
to political circumstances: Austria considers 
herself as a country annexed by Nazi Germany 
and does not wish to have payments to Nazi 
victims interpreted as an admission of her 
share in the Nazi crimes. Thus, other vrays 
had to be found to mitigate, at least to some 
extent, the plight of the Jews from Austria. 
Towards this goal. Dr. Kapralik showed much 
imagination, tenacity and skUl, and if, in one 
way or another, some measure of relief could 
be obtained, it is to a high degree due to his 
efforts. He holds office with the representa
tive bodies which safeguard the interests of 
the Nazi victims from Austria. The arrange
ment, published in this issue, by which re
cipients of Austrian pensions wUl receive cer
tifications required for their British tax 
retums, is also due to his intervention and 
testifies to the good relationship he has been 
able to establish with the Austrian authori
ties concemed. 

Sometimes, one has to describe the 
achievements of an octogenarian in the past 
tense. Yet in the case of Dr. Kapralik we can 
fortunately state that the relief from the 
daily office routine has not been identical 
with retirement. He is as active and com
mitted as he always was, and that this may 
go on for a very long time to come is our 
heartfelt wish on the occasion of his birth
day. 

WERNER ROSENSTOCK. 

FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE 

Partnerships are notoriously difficult and 
one would think that a partnership between a 
lawyer and a social worker-cum-fund raiser 
might be fraught with problems. Only 
wisdom, patience and understanding could 
ensure harmonious co-operation and as I may 
have a little of the latter but not much of 
either of the others, it becomes clear that my 
partnership with Charles Kapralik as joint 
secretary of the C.B.F. was a smooth and 
delightful experience in team work because 
he had all three qualities, and many more. 

We first worked together directly after the 
war and immediately became friends. When I 
was depressed because an appeal I had 
started was not doing well, he cheered me 
up; when I had a problem on the fund-rais
ing front he would say: "I know nothing 
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about fund raising, but . . ." and out would 
come a sound common-sense solutloin. If dif
ferences sprang up within our office he would 
arbitrate or advise wisely. He was prepared 
to listen to interminable explanations and, as 
we say today, still "keep his cool". 

But it was—and stUl is—in the field of 
human relations that his character and com
passion show most clearly. For him everyone 
is an individual and it is his pleasure and 
privUege to give help wherever he can. 

His work for those who found refuge here 
will be commended in other parts of this 
tribute but I, who know many of the people 
who have benefited through his work on 
restitution, realise just what it has meant, not 
as an amorphous whole translated into mU-
lions of Deutschmarks, but in terms of the 
individual who, as a result, is able to spend 
often the declining years of his Ufe free, at 
least, from financial anxiety. This work of re
clamation of heirless property enabled the 
Allocations Committee (J.T.C. Funds) of the 
C.B.F. not only to provide capital sums for 
the estabUshment of Old Age Homes for re
fugees and to contribute towards their main
tenance, but also to make grants to organisa
tions which benefited refugees either through 
cash grants or through the provision of 
various services. But this was only a smaU 
part; of the massive aid which his efforts 
helped provide, not only for those in this 
country but for others in far-flung lands. 

All this has brought great satisfaction to 
Charles Kapralik and I am sure he must 
survey this work happily as he continues to 
serve ia one capacity or another. 

On this, his 80th birthday, on behalf not 
only of our colleagues in the Central British 
Fund and myself, but also of the many 
thousands of those his work has helped, I 
want to wish him a happy birthday and many 
more to come together with his wife C!amUla, 
who is his constant companion. 

JOAN STIEBEL 
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 
OESTERREICHISCHE SOZIAL-

VERSICHEBUNG 

Nachweis der Verfolgten-Eigenschaft 

Wie in AJR Information wiederholt berichtet 
wurde (zuletzt in der Maerz-Ausgabe, S.2), hat 
der Finance Act 1974 wUlkommene Verbes
serungen zu Gunsten der Opfer der national
sozialistischen Verfolgung gebracht. Insbeson
dere unterUegen Sozialversicherungen nunmehr 
Dur zur Haelfte der britischen Einkommen
steuer. 

Um dieser Beguenstigung teUhaft zu werden, 
wird es notwendig sein, nachzuweisen, dass 
der Pensionist als Opfer des Nazismus durch 
die oesterreichische Sozialversicherungs-
Gesetzgebung beguenstigt wurde. Dies kann 
durch Vorlage der Bescheide der Pensionsan
stalt ueber beguenstigte Anrechnung der 
Emigrationszeit erfolgen. Da jedoch viele, 
insbesonders aeltere Personen, diese vor 
Jahren erhaltenen Bescheide verloren oder 
Verlegt haben, hat das oesterreichische Bundes-
ministerium fuer Soziale Fuersorge in dankens-
Werter Hilfsbereitschaft die Pensionsanstalt 
fuer Angestellte und die Sozialversicherungs-
anstalt der gewerbUchen Wirtschaft ersucht, 
Von Amts wegen den in England lebenden 
Pensionsempfaengern, bei deren Pensions-
hemessung die sozialrechtUchen Beguen
stigungen angewendet wurden, diesbezuegliche 
Sestaetigungen in englischer Sprache 
zuzusenden. 

Diese Bestaetigungen, die sorgfaeltig auf-
hewahrt werden soUten, werden ueber Ver
langen der hiesigen Steuerbehoerde vorzulegen 
sein. C.I.K. 

DR. GUSTAV JELLINEK 90 

Dr. Gustav Jellinek (New York), president 
of the American Federation of Jews from 
Austria, celebrated his 90th birthday on 
March 24. Prior to his enforced emigration. 
Dr. Jellinek was a well-known and highly re
spected physician in Vienna and a co-founder 
and vice-chairman of the "Association of 
Jewish Doctors in Vienna". He resumed his 
professional work in New York and, untU 
1972, was in charge of the medical depart
ment of the "Hospital of the Daughters of 
Israel". In addition to his presidency of the 
American Federation of Jews from Austria 
his work for his fellow immigrants includes 
the membership with the Committee for 
Jewish Claims against Austria (a sister body 
of the Claims Conference), at which he rep
resents the World Council of Jews from 
Austria. He belonged to the Kuratoria of the 
now dissolved Austrian Abgeltungsfonds and 
the Sammelstelle "A", the collecting agency 
for Jewish heirless property, and he is stUl a 
member of the Kuratorium of the Austrian 
Hilfsfonds as well as of the board of direc
tors of the "United Help for Nazi Victims" in 
New York. 

It is not a conventional phrase if we refer 
to the full physical health and mental vigour 
of the nonagenarian. He is indeed a most re
markable and admirable personality, endowed 
with a stupendous power of eloquence and 
freshness of mind and argument, astonishing 
everybody who happens to leam his true age. 
We wish him to continue with undiminished 
vigour ad multos annos. 

AWARD FOR PROF. FRANZ BOEHM 
On the occasion of his recent SOth birth

day. Professor Franz Boehm was awarded the 
Grand Ooss of Merit with Star and Shoulder-
band. Professor Boehm played a leading part 
in the Hague negotiations between the 
German Federal Republic and the rep
resentatives of Israel and the Claims Con
ference and in the promulgation of the com
pensation laws resulting from them. For 
many years, he was chairman of the Federal 
Parliamentary Committee on (Compensation 
for Nazi victims. He has also always been a 
prominent protagonist of the establishment 
of a new relationship between Germany and 
Jewry. Jointly with Walter Dirks and the late 
Professor Walter Gottschalk, he edited a sym
posium "Judentum: Schicksal, Wesen und 
Gegenwart". His career as a professor of law 
was intermpted in 1938, when he was dis
missed by the Nazis for political reasons. In 
1970 he was awarded the Leo Baeck Prize. 
By his activities Professor Boehm has also 
established personal bonds with former 
German Jews in this country who join his 
other friends and feUow workers in ex
tending their heartfelt birthday wishes to 
him. 

MEMBERS OF SHADOW CABINET 
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher's Shadow Cabinet 

includes Sir Keith Joseph as the third high
est-ranking member, with overall re
sponsibUity for policy and research in 
economic and social affairs. Sir Keith was 
the only Jewish Minister in post-war Con
servative Govemments. 

Also appointed to the Shadow Cabinet is 
Mrs. Sally Oppenheim, 44, who "shadows" 
Mrs. Shirley WUliams on prices and con
sumer affairs. 

FUTURE FRENCH PREMIER? 
Mrs. Simone VeU, the French Minister of 

Health, is now being mentioned as a possible 
future Premier. Aged 48 and a grandmother, 
Mrs. VeU is a survivor of Auschwitz, where 
her parents and brother perished. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
MRS. KATE KHONK 

The AJR Club deeply moums the death of 
its beloved and admired Hon. Secretary, Mrs. 
Kate Khonk. Handicapped through the loss of 
a leg she stood up to this ordeal never com
plaining, always in high spirits, a shining ex
ample to everyone. Her last great achievement 
was the organisation of the Club's Bring-and-
Buy sale. Wheeling around, she gave advice to 
the helpers how best to arrange their stalls. 
The marveUous result gave her great satisfac
tion. 

Her private life was a very happy one. Cared 
for by her adored daughter, Susan Samson and 
ber husband Peter, she was "Mutti" to her four 
grandchUdren, two boys and two girls, seeing 
them growing up and to her great delight 
being in touch with them and never faUing 
to communicate to them her love for the arts, 
literature and especially music. 

She was a t m e and devoted friend to so 
many. I wiU miss my beloved neighbour 
through a span of 25 years in friendly 
togethemess. For me she wUl remain unfor
gettable and irreplaceable. 

MARGARET JACOBY. 

PROFESSOR HYMAN LEVY 

Professor Hyman Levy recently died at the 
age of 86 in London. The son of Jewish 
parents driven out of Tsarist Russia by anti-
Semitic persecution Levy became one of the 
leading mathematicians in this country and 
was for many years Dean of the Royal Col
lege of Science. Awareness of poverty and 
persecution made him a Socialist in his early 
youth and he remained faithfiU to these ideas 
and to the "fight for the emancipation of 
mankind" to the end of his life. As an in
dependent thinker and rationalist he was 
unable to fit into the pat tem of any "estab
lishment", be it Tory, Communist or Zionist. 
A prominent member of the British Com
munist Party for many years he was expelled 
from the party when he dared to speak out 
against anti-Jewish crimes committed in 
the Soviet Union during the Stalin regime 
which he discovered during a joumey to that 
country. 

He studied for some time in Gottingen 
which he had to leave on the outbreak of the 
First World War, and from those days he re
tained a particular interest in Heine and the 
recent efforts to honour his memory. His 
many friends—to whom he was simply 
"Hymie"—wiU never forget his sparkling 
humanism and humanity. F.H. 

DR. DAVID DIRINGER 

Dr. David Diringer, the authority on the al
phabet and its development, has died in Cam
bridge at the age of 74. He was bom in 
Tlumacz (Galicia) and studied in Jerusalem 
and at the University and the Rabbinical In
stitute in Florence, where he was appointed a 
university professor. As a result of Mus
solini's anti-Jewish policy, he left for Eng
land, teaching Semitic epigraphy (the in
terpretation and classification of in
scriptions) at Cambridge University. He was 
later elevated to a readership on the subject. 
In 1959, he founded in the garden of his 
Cambridge residence a unique museum 
devoted to the history of writing systems. In 
1965, the museum was transferred to Tel 
Aviv. Dr Diringer became its director but 
continued to spend part of the year in Cam
bridge. His writings include the standard 
work "The Alphabet". 

CONSUL CHARLES LUTZ 

The Swiss diplomat, Charles Lutz, who re
cently died in Berne at the age of 80, wUl be 
gratefully remembered by Jews for his rescue 
work during the Second World War, when he 
^„^Li^°.5*'ii ^° Budapest. He issued almost 
60,000 "letters of protection" to persecutees, 
most of them Jews, and thus saved them 
from deportation. A street in Haifa bears his 
name. 

FAMILY EVENTS 

Entries in the column Family 
Events are free of charge. Texts 
should be sent in by the 15th of 
the month. 

Birthdays 

Meyer-Michael.—Wolfgang Meyer-
Michael of 11 Reynolds Close, Lon
don, N.W.ll, wiU celebrate his 85th 
birthday on April 14. FamUy and 
friends wish "Pappi" a happy birth
day and good health. 

Moos.—Mrs. EUa Moos, of 9 Park 
Farm Close, London, N.2, will cele
brate her 90th birthday on April 17. 

Wedding Anniversary 

PhUipp.—Mr. Richard J. PhUipp 
(formerly Hamburg) and Mrs. 
Fanny PhUipp (nee Jeckel) (for
merly Gelsenkirchen), of 44 Elles
mere Road, Dollis HUl, London, 
NWIO IJR, wUl celebrate their 
35th Wedding Anniversary on 
AprU 5. 

Deaths 

Kann.—EUen Kann (nee Walter) 
passed away suddenly on Febmary 
24. Deeply moumed by Peter, 
Annette and Rachel Kann, of 16a 
Brookmans Avenue, Brookmans 
Park, Hatfield, Herts; and Ema and 
Marion Walter, of 987 Finchley 
Road, London, N.W.l l . 

Khonk.—Mrs. Kate Khonk, of 23 
Belsize Avenue, London, N.W.3, 
passed away peacefully on March 
10. Deeply mourned by her famUy 
and all her friends. 

B. L. WEISS 
PRINTERS STATIONERS 

ST ALBANS LANE • LONDON • N W l l 
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Lewin.—Mrs. Johanna (nde Heldt, 
1890-1975). Died February 22 at the 
Grosvenor Medical Nursing Home 
—thus reuniting her in death with 
her beloved husband, the late 
chemist, Mr. Adolph Lewin. Sadly 
missed. May she now rest in peace. 

Maier-Philips.—Ria Maier-Philips 
died in February in Berlin after a 
short Ulness. Sadly missed by her 
many friends. 

Steindler.—Dr. Ferdinand Maxi
mUian Steindler, of 33 Rydal Road, 
Streatham, London, S.W.IO, passed 
away peacefully on February 24, 
aged 69, after a long illness cour
ageously borne. Deeply mourned 
by his wife. Beryl, daughter, Jacque
line, and all his famUy and friends. 

Thanks for Condolences 

Kingston.—I wish to thank all our 
many friends and members of the 
AJR who cared so much during the 
long Ulness of my dear wife, Rita, 
and for the warm sympathies on 
her passing away. Special thanks to 
Dr. Rosenstock, the committee and 
all the staff of the AJR.—B. L. 
Kingston, 2/167 West End Lane, 
London, NW6 2LG. 

CLASSIFIED 

The charge in these columns is 
15p for five words. 

Situations Wanted 

Women 

ALTERATIONS OF DRESSES, 
etc., undertaken by ladies on our 
register. Phone AJR Employment 
Agency, 01-624 4449. 

CONTINENTAL LADY, German-
speaking, seeks non-residential 
position as nursing companion. 
Also night duty and as travelling 
companion. Box 475. 

Accommodation Vacant 

LARGE centrally - heated Room 
with cooking facilities (in the 
room) to let to middle-aged lady, 
N.W.6. Box 480. 

ROOM IN CENTRALLY-HEATED 
LUXURY FLAT, St. John's Wood, 
offered at nominal rent in return 
for not leaving elderly Continental 
lady on her own during evenings/ 
week-ends. Alternatively, rent free 
for further services. Suit mature 
lady/gentleman/student. Help kept. 
Phone evenings/week-ends: 01458 
2234 or 01-455 0807. 

A LADY COMPANION, cultured, 
middle-aged, for sharing a lovely 
flat, centrally heated, use of 
kitchen, bath and beautiful garden; 
8 minutes from Wembley Park 
Station or 5 minutes from buses. 
References required. Box 478. 

Accommodation Wanted 

MIDDLE-AGED SINGLE GENTLE
MAN, working in town, requires a 
room with partial board. Tel.: 01-
639 9515 after 6 p.m. and week
ends. 

ROOM for lady on visit from Syd
ney, June-September, near Belsize 
Grove. Ring daughter. Miss Kovacs: 
01-930 0611 ext. 130 (working 
hours). 

Miscellaneous 

REVLON MANICURIST / PEDI-
CURIST. WiU visit your home. 
01445 2915. 
EXCLUSIVE FUR REPAIRS 
AND RESTYLING. AU kinds of 
fur work undertaken by first-class 
renovator and stylist, many years' 
experience and best references. 
Phone 01452 5867, after 5 p.m. 
for appointment, Mrs. F. Philipp, 
44 Ellesmere Road, Dollis HiU, 
London, N.W.IO. 

WOULD ANYONE knowing of 
works by LAZAR ROSENBERG, 
well-known genre and portrait 
painter, born Kowno 1862, died Hol
land 1944, please contact: Mrs. 
Henny Handler, 24 WeUington 
Road, London, N.W.8. Tel.: 01-722 
7655. To help research. 
ZEICHNUNGEN, Lithos von 
Liebermann, Lilien, Struck, Slevogt, 
Heyne, etc., zu kaufen gesucht. 
Tel.: 01-794 8583. 

Personal 

MIDDLE-AGED LADY would Uke 
to meet a gentleman living in 
London area—not over 70 years 
of age. Marriage considered. Box 
476. 

GENTLEMAN, early 70s, wishes to 
meet lady of similar age for com
panionship; Wembley area. Box 477. 

CONTINENTAL LADY, eariy 40, 
would like to meet gentleman. 
View friendship. Box 479. 

Missing Persons 

AJR Enquiries 

Harris—Mrs. Fanny Alexandra 
Harris, last known address 4 Rothar 
Field Road, Oxford. 

Saalfeld.—Ruth Saalfeld (Salfeld) 
born 1913/14, last known German 
address: BerUn - Charlottenburg, 
Goethe-Str. 72. Stepdaughter of Dr. 
med. Pakuscher. 

ADVERTISEMEKT RATES 
EDITORIAL COLUMNS 

(} width of page) 
£2 per Inch, single column. 

ADVERTISING COLUMNS 
(i width of page) 

£1-50 per Inch, single column. 
A discount of 20% is granted (or 
orders of six or more insertions. 
Orders should be received by the 

10th of the preceding month. 
"AJR Information," 

8 Fairfax Mansions, London, N.W.3 
'Phone: 01-624 9096/7 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
In order to ensure that you 
receive your copy of "AJR 
Information" regularly, please 
inform us immediately of any 

change of address. 
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THEATRE NEWS 
Henrik Ibsen Renaissance. WhUe some of 

Ibsen's most famous works, such as "Peer 
Gynt", "Hedda Gabler" and "A DoU's House" 
are performed at regular intervals, both in 
Britain and on the Continent, this year 
appears to add some noteworthy revivals. 
Among new productions of Ibsen plays are 
'John Gabriel Borkman" by the London Nat
ional Theatre at the Old Vic, and an ItaUan 
performance of "Enemy of the People" 
("Volksfeind") under the direction of Giorgio 
Strehler wUl figure among the World 
Theatre plays at the Aldwych Theatre. Several 
German theatres include "Rosmersholm" in 
their repertory, and the Vienna "Burg" plans 
a new production of "Ghosts" with Paula 
^essey in the part of Frau Alwing. Oswald 
Will be played by Vienna's youthful Kaspar 
*Iaria Brandauer, and Pastor Manders by 
Ewald Balser, member of the "Burg" En
semble since 1928. 

Berlin. The former BerUn theatre chief 
Boleslaw Barlog is responsible for the Re-
IJaissance Theatre production of Bjoemsoa's 
'Wenn der junge Wein bliiht" (first shown 
in 1909). Critics, praising the performance, 
^U the play "less antiquated than we first 
thought". 
_ Salzburg. Fritz Hochwaelders' new play 
"Lazaretti" is to have its world-premiere at 
this year's festival. Curd Jurgens wUl again 
appear in the title role of Hofmannsthal's 
"Jedermann". 

Vienna. The "Josefstadt" Ensemble will 
shortly visit the United States. Under the 
direction of Emst Haeussermann they wiU 
Play in New York and five other cities, pre
senting Pirandello's "Six Persons in Search 

of an Author" and "Konzert" by Hennann 
Bahr. 

London-Vienna. The Sondheim-Musical "A 
Little Night Music", due to open at the 
London Adelphi with Hermione Gingold in one 
of the main parts, has been enjoying a suc
cessful run in Vienna since Febmary. The 
musical is presented under the title "Das 
Laechein einer Sommemacht" and stars the 
by now almost legendary Zarah Leander. 

Hamburg. When Gemian actresses tum to 
novel writing, they seem to be doing it on a 
grand scale. The latest to join the book 
market is Elisabeth FUckenschUdt. Following 
her autobiographical book "Kind mit roten 
Haaren", her second book "Pflaumen am 
Hut" is reviewed as a work of intuition and 
flowering imagination, as expected of that 
highly individualistic star of stage and film. 

S.B. 

WIENER LIBRARY 
Executive Committee Elections 

At the executive committee meeting of 
the Wiener Library and the Institute of Con
temporary History, held in London on Feb
mary 19, Mr Wemer M. Behr, O.B.E., was 
elected chairman. He succeeds Mr. David 
Kessler, who will, however, remain a member 
of the executive committee. The meeting also 
confirmed the resignations of Dr. Robert 
Weltsch, Professor Julius Gould and Pro
fessor Leonard Schapiro, and co-opted the 
following new exective comnuttee members: 
Professor Uriel Tal, Professor Zvi Yavetz and 
Professor Shlomo Simonsohn as re
presentatives of the Tel Aviv University, and 
Dr. Harry Levitt and Professor George Mosse. 

SUCCESSFUL BAZAAR AT AJR CLUB 

More than £550 were raised at the Bring 
and Buy Sale of the AJR Club, held on Feb
ruary 23 at Hannah Karminski House. The 
proceeds wUl be divided between the Gertmd 
Schachne Fund and the Margaret Jacoby 
Orgler Fund, to be used for holiday grants 
and other assistance in this country, and the 
Ahavah ChUdren's home in Israel. There was 
a great demand for the variety of attractive 
goods on display, ranging from paintings to 
chUdren's and adults' clothing, from practical 
household goods to gift articles. The function 
was equally enjoyable as a social event, a 
constant coming and going of altogether 
about 250 people, and thus serving also as a 
meeting ground for old acquaintances. WhUe 
the sale went on in the HaU, refreshments 
were provided for the visitors in the club 
rooms. Thanks are due to aU those who, 
under the guidance of the indomitable Mrs. 
Margaret Jacoby, helped to make the event 
such a success. 

WOLFGANG MEYER-MICHAEL 85 
The sculptor and painter, Wolfgang Meyer-

Michael (London), wUl celebrate his 85th 
birthday on AprU 14. Born in Berlin, he set
tled in Rheda (Westphalia) after the First 
World War. In 1936, he emigrated to 
Palestine. After the death of his wife, he 
came to London in 1963 to join his two 
daughters and their families. His works in
clude a reUef "RoUender Taler" in the haU 
of the Bielefeld Savings Bank and a bronze 
sculpture of a woman, originaUy exhibited ia 
the Tel Aviv Museum and now placed in the 
Haifa Gan ha-Em (Park of the Mother). In 
spite of his great age, Mr. Meyer-Michael is 
stUl active in his studio in Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, where he lives with his 
daughter and her famUy. 

Catering witli a difference 
Food of all nations ler formal or 
Informal occasions—In vour owa bema 

or anT vcnu*. 
LONDON AND COUNTRY 

Mrs. ILLY LIEBERMAN 
01-937 2872 

"AVENUE LODGE" 
(Licensed by the London Borough ot 

Bamet) 

Golders Green, N.W.11 
NORTH-WEST LONDON'S EXCLUSIVE 

HOME FOR THE ELDERLY AND 
RETIRED 

* Luxurloin single end double 
wlUi telephone. 

* Principal rooma w»» 
suite. 

if Lounge with colour TV. 
* Kosher cuisine. 

* Lovely gardene—easy parking. 

•k Day and night nursing. 

Weaae telephone the Matron, 01-455 0800 

SELECT RESIDENTIAL 
PRIVATE HOTEL 

Exquisite Continental Cuisine 
H/c. C/h. Telephone In every 
fOom. Large Colour TV. Lounges. 
Lovely Large Terrace 4 Qardens. 

Very Quiet Position. 
North Finchley, near Woodhouse 

Grammar SchooL 

MRS. M. COLDWELL 
11 Fenstanton Avenue, 

London, N.12 
Tei.: 01-445 0061 

THE DORICE 
Continental Cuteine—Licensed 

169a Finchley Road, N.W.3 
(624 6301) 

PARTIES CATEREO FOR 

EDGWARE NURSING 
HOME 

36-38 Orchard Drive. Edgwara. 
MIddx. 

Geriatric and Medicai 
Nursing. 

Single and Double Rooms. 
Comfortable Lounge with 

Colour T.V. 
Pleasant Garden. 

Trained Nursing Staff In 
Attendance Night and Day. 

Phone 01-958 8196 

HAMPSTEAD HOUSE 
12 Lyndhurst Gardens, N.W.G 

for the elderly, retired and slightly 
handicapped. Luxurious accom
modation, central heating through
out. H/c In ail rooms, lift to all 
floors, coloured TV, lounge and 
comfortable dining room, pleasant 
gardens. Kosher f ood Modest 
terms. Telephone for appointment: 

01-349 0856 or 01-749 6037 

SWISS COTTAGE HOTEL 
4 Adamson Road, 

London, N.W.S 
TEL.I 01-722 2281 

Beautifully appointed—all modem 
comforts. 

1 minute (rom Swiss Cottage Tube Station 

Continental Boarding Housa 
Well-appointed roomi. excellent lood. TV. 
Garden. Congenial atmosphere. Reasonable 
rates. A permanent heme for the elderly. 
Security and continuity ol management 

assured by 
Mrs. A. Worn & Mrs. H. WoHf (Jnr) 

3 Hefflstal Road, London, 
NWe 2AB. Tal.: 01-624 8521 

BELSIZE SQUARE GUEST 
HOUSE 

24 BELSIZE SQUARE, N.W.S 
TeL: 01-794 4307 or 01-4S5 2557 
IMODERN SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY 
R O O M S . RESIDENT HOUSEKEEPER. 

lUIODERATE TERt^S. 
NEAR SWISS COTTACE STATION 

YOUR FIGURE PROBLEMS 
SOLVED 

. . . by a visit to our Salon, where 
ready-to-wear foundations are 
expertly fitted and altered If 

required. 

Newest styles in Swim 
& Beachwear & Hosiery 

Mme H. LIEBERG 
871 Finchley Rd., Golders Green, 

N.W.II (next to Post Office) 
01-455 8673 

MADE-TO-MEASURE 
Double knit Jersey wool and washable 
drip-dry coats, suits, trouser-suits and 
dresses. Outsize our speciality. From 
£5-7Sp. inclusive material. Also custo

mers' own material made up. 
'Phone: 01-459 5817 

Mrs. L. Rudoller. 

LUGGAGE 
HANDBAGS, UMBRELLAS ANO 

ALL LEATHER GOODS 

TRAVEL GOODS 
H. FUCHS 

267 West End Lane. N.W.S 

'Phone 435 2602 

H.WOORTMAN&SON 
8 Baynes Mews, Hampstead, N.W.3 

•Phone 4SS S874 

Continental Builder and Decorator 
Specialist in Dry Rot Repairs 

ESTIMATES FREE 

GROSVENOR NURSING 
HOME 

85/87 Fordwych Road, 
London, N.W.2 

For the Geriatric and 
Convalescent. 

Lift to all floors, pleasant 
lounge and dining room, all 

modern conveniences. 

Ail enquiries, telephone: 
01-452 9768 & 01-452 0515. 
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Letters to the Editor 
A HISTORY OF INDEMNIFICATION 

Sir,—Your February issue carried a detailed 
review of the book by Walter Schwarz, 
"Riickerstattung nach den Gesetzen der 
Alliierten Machte". The book is indeed the 
most remarkable legal publication I have 
seen for a long while. Hundreds of clauses 
of the various statutes and probably more 
than a thousand judgments are reported on. 
always full of understanding of the underly
ing facts and with a sharp and unbiased as
sessment of the findings of the courts. As the 
reviewer, himself very well known as an ex
pert in the field, in the first three columns 
of his article comes to practically the same 
conclusions on the value of Schwarz's work 
as a law book, I need not go into further de
tails. Objections are, however, in my mew to 
be raised against the fourth column of the 
review. There the reviewer blames the author 
that his work is deficient, not as far as the 
legalistic aspects are concerned, but from the 
point of view of historiography. In his opinion 
the author should have given more details 
about the personalities of the legislators and 
judges concerned, their own personal history, 
etc. In my view this vjould have been a task 
which the author could not and should not 
have undertaken for the following reasons: 

As regards the legislation, the author has 
named three German lauryers who effectively 
worked in the field so that the Allied authori
ties were enabled to create a remarkable legal 
work (vnth the exception of that of the French 
Restitution Law, on the faults of which the 
author and the reviewer justly agree). By a 
small error the reviewer has omitted one of 
the three names and replaced it by the name 
of another German lawyer and Deputy, whose 
work for many years was indeed most meri
torious but referred essentially or entirely to 
the German indemnification legislation and 
not to the laws of the Allied Govemments. 
Owing to the prohibition by the laws of the 
Allied states, the author could, however, not 
yet name those who were decisive ior the 
definite formulation of the Allied restitution 
laws. At least some of them were also German 
lawyers by upbringing, and it would have been 
most unfair to name only the two or three 
German fellow-workers and not to mention the 
deciding authors of the statutes. 

In this respect the toishes of the reviewer 
could possibly be fulfilled in four years' time, 
when the legal secrecy imposed by the Ameri
can and British legislations expires. What can, 
however, not be fulfilled are his demands as 
far as the judges are concemed. The four 
restitution courts alone each had 5 and 7 
judges respectively, and the number of these 
22 oudges was, of course, increased bt/ reserves 
and by changes during the years of the pro
ceedings. Furthermore, the author quoted the 
d£cisions of several hundred judges of the 
courts of appeal, and some of these judges as 
well as their findings were also outstanding. In 
accordance vnth German practice as opposed 
to that of the British, judgments of the resti

tution courts only state the unanimous or 
majority decisions of the court and not the 
views of the individual judges. Consequently, 
it is very seldom that the parties and laivyers 
concerned know who was really decisive for 
the judgment in question. In many, perhaps 
the majority of the cases it might have been 
the president of the court, but every practising 
lawyer knows also of cases, where one of the 
other judges is a stronger personality than the 
president and dominates the court. It would, 
therefore, lead to a great number of unjust 
comments, if one were to enumerate all the 
judges and censor their personal activities. It 
might also not always be just to mention, as 
your reviewer suggests, the former and later 
activities of the individual judges. 

The best one can do and what the author 
has done and might have been amplified in 
one or two cases, was to state that the Berlin 
Supreme Restitution Court deserves mention 
as one of particular distinction. 

(Dr.) W. BRESLAUER. 
17 Southwood Lawn Road, 
London, N6 5UB. 

VERSAILLES TREATY AND NAZISM 

Sir.—With reference to Mr. J. W. Bru^gel's 
review of the Hitler biography by J. Fest 
(published in your February issv.e) I should 
like to state that, in my view, the Treaty of 
Versailles was quite reasonable and justified 
after Germany's defeat in 1918. But—and this 
but is the decisive mistake committed by the 
Westem Allies—at the time of Locarno it 
should have been totally revised, the payments 
by Germany should have been stopped and 
any other humiliating conditions should, with
out exception, have been altered. Unfortu
nately, this was not done. Stresemann, already 
a sick man, failed in his efforts, and this con
tributed to his untimely death. If the Allies 
had revised the treaty in about 1927, Hitler 
would never have come to power, because he 
would have lost his main propaganda weapon 
apart from the Jewish question, the reference 
to the "Schandvertrag' of Versailles. 

Furthermore, the Weimar Republic was not 
supported by the foreign powers and the 
first visit to Germany by a British statesvruin 
(Lord Halifax) after the First World War urns 
paid after Hitler had become Chancellor. Many 
Germans then asked: "How can we be expected 
to take a stand against Hitler, if the British 
support him in such a manifest way?" Under
standably, but vrrongly, Britain's attitude at 
that time was determined by the idea that 
Germany should be used as a bulwark against 
the USSR. 

These examples show that the circumstances, 
which helped to bring Hitler to power and 
eventually led to the Second World War, in
cluded many instances, on which the German 
people had no influence. 

(Dr.) P. OESTREICHER, senior. 
Flat B, 20 Morden Road, 
London, S.E.23. 

THE VOYAGE OF THE ST. LOUIS 

Sir,—In her otherwise excellent review of our 
book "Voyage of the Damned" (your Febru
ary issue), Margot Pottlitzer complains that 
we do not reveal the "sources of information" 
which she casts doubt on. There are 11 pages 
of sources arid bibliography listed in the 
book. Of course we realise the inherent 
dangers when extracting information from 
eye uHtnesses; therefore we applied the basic 
rule that, if at all possible, each story had to 
be corroborated by at least two independent 
sources. 

Mrs. Pottlitzer's doubts about the likelihood 
of several incidents referred to in our book 
are, in our submission, unjustified. Whilst 
space in your columns does not permit us to 
deal with all specific points, we feel we have 
to comment on Mrs. Pottlitzer's remark that 
"it is conceivable that (the Oberrat) got hold 
of the spurious Cuban visas, but it is not 
likely". Our source for this was a person who 
worked in the office of the Oberrat at the time, 
and who personally helped to purchase the 
visas by bribery (a not uncommon occurrence). 
She also seems to think it unlikely that the 
Gestapo shared the offices of the Oberrat. 
We have it from sources we believe reliable 
that this was a fact—one of whom stated: 
"Jews came to us at the Oberrat for briefings 
before going on to the U.S. Consulate . . . 
We got Cuban visas for a large number of 
passengers on the St. Louis . . . We were not 
exactly friendly with the two S.D. men (in
telligence unit of the Gestapo) who shared 
our offices, but we had the common goal of 
getting Jews out of Germany . . ." 

MAX MORGAN-WITTS. 
GORDON THOMAS, 

c/o Jonathan Clowes Ltd., 
19 Jeffrey's Place, London, NWI 9PP. 

Sir,—With reference to the review of "The 
Voyage of the Damned" in your February 
issue, the follounng incident may be of interest 
to your readers: 

My late husband, who had all the necessary 
papers, tickets, etc. for the voyage, was the 
only one who did not join the ship. The reason 
was that at the Hamburg Dock from where 
the ship was going to sail a stranger 
approached him and told him in a Cologne 
dialect: "If you can go somewhere else do 
not go on this ship, the whole thing is a 
swindle." As it happened my husband also had 
a temporary entrance visa for Britain, so 
instead of embarking he came to this country. 

(Mrs.) L. BRUCE. 
239 HarroKate Road, 
Bradford, Yorks, BD2 3RQ. 

GERMAN HONOURED AS "RIGHTEOUS 
GENTILE" 

Mr. Ludwig Walz, Mayor of Riedlingea 
near Stuttgart, has l>ecome the 71st German 
citizen to be honoured as a "Righteous Gen
tile" by the Martyrs' and Heroes' Re
membrance Authority in Jerusalem. Between 
1934 and 1942, when he was arrested by the 
Nazis, he risked his life many times to save 
the lives of German Jews. 

For all occasions that may be 
Your speech In prose or poetry 
You can perform successfully 
If you have made them up by ma 
(English or German as you like 
It to be). 

Give me your personal points lo 
stress 

And let me make It your success. 

ERNEST BRAGER 
32B Golders Way, London, N.W.II 

TeL: 458 7089 

JEWISH BOOKS 
of all kinds, new & second-fiand. WlMMa 
llbrarlas & single volumes bought. Taleslm. 

Bookbinding. 

M. SULZBACHER 
JEWISH & HEBREW BOOKS (also purchase) 
4 Sneath Avenue. Geldcrs Green Road* 
London. N . W . I I . Tal.t 455 1894. 

For English and German Books 

HANS PREiSS 
International Booksellers 

LIMITED 

14 Bury Place, London, W . C . 1 

LIBRARIES PURCHASED 
Scrap books. Albums, 
Autographs bought. 

Good Manuscripts Published. 
NADOR 

63 CRANBOURNE ROAD. NORTHWOOD. 
MIDDLESEX 

Tel.: (Northnood) 65-21152. 

CREATIVE 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
AND PRINTERS 

Golderstat Limited 
25 Downham Rd., London Nl SAB 

01-254 5464 

HIGHEST PRICES 
paid for 

Gentlemen's cast-off Clothing 
WE GO ANYWHERE, ANY TIME 

S. DIENSTAG 
(01-272 4484) 

R. & G . -V-MCTMAL '• INSTALLATTONS) L T D . 
199b Belsize Road, N.W.S 

624 2646/328 2646 
Electrical Contractors & Stockists 

of all Electrical Appliances 
OFFICIALLY APPOINTED HOOVER 

SCRVICE DEALERS 
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