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MOSES MENDELSSOHN

Two hundred and fiftieth Anniversary

The story of Moses Mendelssohn is one of the
most important landmarks of this epoch—
Heinrich Heine.

One day in 1777, a middle-aged hunchbacked
Jew humbly took a seat at the back of a lecture-
T00m in Kénigsberg University. Some of the stu-
dents noted his presence only to mock him. He
'€nored their ridicule and they fell silent when the
lecturer, Immanuel Kant, entered. Catching sight
of the solitary figure at the end of the hall, Kant
left the platform, cordially welcomed the stranger
and led him to a front seat. The young men,
ashamed of their conduct, whispered amongst
lhemw[\-c-,_ “That is Moses Mendelssohn, the
2mous philosopher from Berlin”. When Kant and
Mcndch;sohn left, the students stood up as a mark
of respect,

_Although Moses Mendelssohn was then at the
Pinnacle of his fame and influence, he had had a
ard struggle, Born in Dessau on September 6

29, he had arrived in Berlin in 1743, a poor,
Weakly, misshapen lad, but driven by an iron
¥ll to learn and to advance his education. At first
€ earned a scanty living as a tutor, and then

Came a clerk in Isaac Bernhard’s silk factory.
w}'l his employer’s death, Moses and Bernhard’s

'do\f' took charge of the business. He proved a
Conscientious manager, though he suffered from
; ¢ burden of these duties. Nevertheless he de-
tloped into a most prolific and successful writer,
Or his frailty of body was counterbalanced by a
filliant mind and a strong character,

H ides Mendelssohn’s excellent grounding in
€Orew, his command of Latin and even more of
‘®'man enabled him to become a master of
m‘_"mﬂn prose whose stylistic elegance was ad-
fed by Kant, His happy marriage to Fromet
lh‘;ﬂxenhein? was a source of strength to him:
Yﬂuy hat! nine children and, although three died
g, six survived their father.
M Mme and circumstance favoured Moses

Endelssohn. Tn his days Prussia, under Frederick
eT- Gl’cgt. became a strong European power and
thlcapltal Berlin a centre of the Age of En-
" inl:jnmem. It was there that Mendelssohn’s
Beni Ng was decisively shaped‘ by the man of
io s Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. The two en-

Yed a firm and harmonious friendship, which
of -d until Lessing’s death in 1781. The author
Whi] Nathap der Weise” was Mendelssohn’s idol,
i 81: he himself was described by Lessing as “the
begy I‘_ESI mmd,’ the most excellent philosopher, the

E Hterary critic of our century”.

. Hedrich Nicolai, a publisher endowed with a
W&:“f of enterprise and himself a talented writer,
Vi iendly with both men. In co-operation with
namlng and Nicolai, Moses Mendelssohn made his
an i::nas a leading lite.rary critic am:_l the author of
at ¢ uenl_lal aestheuc' theory, which put beauty

service of morality.

In 1763, the Prussian Academy of Science pre-
ferred Mendelssohn’s prize essay, *“Ueber die
Evidenz in den metaphysischen Wissenschaften”,
to that of Kant. However, Frederick the Great
failed to ratify the choice of Mendelssohn as a
member of the Academy in 1771. Contrary to
legend, the King and the philosopher never met.
But Luise Ulrike, Frederick's sister, was under
Mendelssohn’s tuition in 1774, and Minister von
Zedlitz sought his advice in academic matters.

Widespread resentment was caused by the
King’s treatment of a Jewish thinker already
celebrated as the “German Socrates”. Mendels-
sohn's first book, “Philosophische Gespriche”
(1755), had been followed by his magnum opus
“Phaedon” (1767) which, following Plato, ex-
pressed a belief in the immortality of the soul
based on the principle of the continuity of nature;
as to the purpose of life, man, wrote Mendels-
sohn, must strive for moral perfection and
harmony of the soul.

“Phaedon” was translated into many languages
and made its author famous throughout Europe.
Herder stressed its importance for mankind,
society, state and philosophy, and, when Mendels-
sohn fell seriously ill in December 1771, lamented
that with him Germany would lose a mind in the
forefront of aesthetic and philosophic thought.

Out of the Ghetto

Moses Mendelssohn was always ready to use his
influence and reputation in the interests of his
fellow Jews, intervening on behalf of all troubled
Jewish communities who sought his help. At his
suggestion, Christian Wilhelm von Dohm wrote
“Ueber die biirgerliche Verbesserung der Juden™
(1781), a treatise which caused considerable stir,
since it was the first time that a high Prussian
official had advocated emancipation of the Jews.

Above all, Mendelssohn led Western Jewry
from the ghetto into the realm of Western civilis-
ation. Here, his translation into German of the
Pentateuch and the Psalms (1770-1793) was epoch-
making: through it the German Jews became
familiar with the German language., He realised
that his people could not remain in the ghetto but
must accommodate themselves to the world about
them. For this reason, he continued his Biblical
translations, though this work was fiercely opposed
by orthodox rabbis.

The Executive Committee of the
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH
REFUGEES

wishes all members a
VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR

and thanks them for their continuous support

In 1769, the well-known Ziirich theologian
Lavater, author of “Physiognomische Fragmente”
and a friend of Goethe, publicly challenged
Mendelssohn either to refute Bonnet’s “Unter-
suchung der Beweise fiir das Christentum” or to
become a convert to Christianity. Ably defending
his faith, the Jewish philosopher declared that no
other religion could replace the truth of Judaism
in his mind. Lavater acknowledged the force of
the argument and apologised.

Mendelssohn’s definitive interpretation of the
Jewish faith appears in his “Jerusalem oder
Ueber religiose Macht und Judentum”™ (1785).
considered by Leo Baeck as his most important
and original work. He presents Judaism as a
rational religion, for the Divine Law is in
complete harmony with the essence of reason.
The function of Jewish ritual is to guarantee the
unity and continuity of Judaism, The State has a
moral obligation to safeguard freedom of con-
science and thought, as well as the independence
of religious practice. Tolerance and mutual re-
spect must be the noblest objective of social
conduct.

Mendelssohn and Kant

Kant wrote to Mendelssohn on August 16 1783,
commenting on “Jerusalem":

Ich halte dieses Buch fiir die Verkiindigung

einer grossen, obzwar langsam bevorstehenden

und fortriickenden Reform, die nicht allein Ihre

Nation, sondern auch andere treffen wird. Sie

haben Thre Religion mit einem solchen Grade

von Gewissensfreiheit zu vereinigen gewusst,
die man ihr gar nicht zugetraut hiitte und der-

gleichen sich keine andere riithmen kann. . . .

The young Wilhelm von Humboldt, with his
brother Alexander, was also an associate of
Mendelssohn, and was probably influenced by him
when he called for the State to grant complete
personal freedom, as in his “Ideen zu einem
Versuch, die Grenzen der Wirksamkeit des
Staates zu bestimmen” (1792).

A supplement to “Jerusalem” was “Morgen-
stunden' (1785), which arose from philosophical
discussions between Mendelssohn, his talented son
Joseph and other young followers. In this work,
he acknowledged that ill-health prevented him
from fully exploring Kant's “Critique of Pure
Reason”.

Against his will, Mendelssohn was drawn into a
quarrel with the philosopher F. H. Jacobi, who
asserted that Lessing was a Spinozist—equivalent
at that time to “Atheist”. Mendelssohn’s pam-
phlet, *An die Freunde Lessings” (1785), strongly
denied this statement, but the stress of conflict
was too much for him: he died in Berlin, deeply
mourned, on January 4 1786. Perhaps it was time
for him to die, for although he had given his
children a thorough Jewish education, four of
them converted to Christianity after his death:
Dorothea, Henriette, Nathan and Abraham, co-
founder of the banking firm bearing his name and
father of Felix Mendelssohn, Henriette even wrote
to the Protestant theologian Friedrich Schleier-
macher, that she “loathed Judaism”. The sad
chapter of the mass conversion of German Jewry
had begun.

Continued on page 2
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MOSES MENDELSSOHN

Undoubtedly, one cause of this wave of con-
version was that State and society in Germany
ignored Mendelssohn’s demands for tolerance and
freedom of conscience, so exposing German Jews
to the pressure of discrimination. Neverthe-
less, Yeheskel Kaufman has recently criticised
Mendelssohn for, in his view, having replaced the
culture of the Torah by the culture of the
Christian nations, so leading to the de-Judaicisation
of the modern Jew. This reproach is of course
unjust, since it was Mendelssohn who appealed in
“Jerusalem” to his fellow-Jews:

Schickt euch in die Sitten und in die Verfassung

des Landes, in welches ihr versetzt seid; aber

haltet auch standhaft bei der Religion eurer

Viter. Tragt beider Lasten, so gut ihr konnt!

These words prove that Moses Mendelssohn
clearly saw the precariousness of Jewish life in
the Diaspora and the difficult task of future
leaders of German and Western Jewry: to pre-
serve Jewish identity in the face of the secularising
impact of the surrounding world.

Eugen Fuchs (1856-1923) showed fidelity to
Mendelssohn’s legacy when he condemned con-
version to Christianity as a betrayal of Judaism.
Under him, the Centralverein deutscher Staats-
biirger jiidischen Glaubens strove for co-operation
and mutual understanding between German and
Jew, as Mendelssohn had envisaged. But these
efforts were frustrated when the horrors of World
War I, the bitterness of defeat, the curse of in-
flation and the misery of the Great Depression
drove masses of Germans into the arms of Hitler,
lured by his dream of the German master race
and then inflamed with lust for violence and
hatred. Symbolically, during the November
Pogrom of 1938, the bust of Mendelssohn in
Berlin’s Jewish Mittelschule, in Grosse Hamburger
Strasse, was thrown down from its pedestal. Such
events and the Holocaust itself would have been
beyond the philosopher's comprehension.

Nevertheless, we can believe that his spirit
hovered over the postwar attempts at German-
Jewish rapprochement, the Christian-Jewish dia-
logue and over all defenders of freedom against
tyranny, The last words of *Jerusalem™ are
Mendelssohn’s message to mankind “Liebet die
Wahrheit! Liebet den Frieden!”™

MOSES MENDELSSOHN BOOK IN
EAST BERLIN

“Herr Moses aus Berlin—Auf den Spuren des
Menschenfreundes Moses Mendelssohn” is the
title of a book by Heinz Knoblauch, published by
the East-Berlin “Aufbau” Verlag. It relates
numerous episodes of the philosopher’s life, quot-
ations from his writings and letters and evalu-
ations of his work by modern authors and
scholars, among them Arthur Eloesser, Franz

Mehring, Ismar Elbogen and Selma Stern-
Taeubler.
Six commemorative special stamps, recently

issued by the West-Berlin Postal authorities, in-
clude a stamp (90 Pf.) depicting Moses Mendels-
sohn to mark the 250th anniversary of his birth.

BE.G.L.

AWARDS AND HONOURS

The B’'nai B'rith First Lodge of England has
established a senior fellowship in the field of
modern diaspora studies as a memorial to Sir
Israel Brodie at the Oxford Centre for Post-
graduate Hebrew Studies. The holder will deliver
an annual memorial lecture under the auspices of
the Lodge in London. The late Chief Rabbi was
a distinguished member of the Lodge and had close
connections with Oxford.

The English Tourist Board is creating a series
of annual rewards for initiative in tourism in
honour of its founder chairman, the late Sir Mark
Henig of Leicester,
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A GREAT GERMAN RABBI

Adolf Altmann Centenary

The 8th September marks the centenary of the
birth of Chief Rabbi Adolf Altmann, one of the
select group of outstanding German rabbis in
the pre-Nazi period. Martin Buber praised his
“multidimensional spiritual greatness”, and Leo
Baeck called him “one of the greatest and noblest
rabbis and leaders of traditional Judiasm of his
time.” His achievements extended far beyond the
religious sphere: like quite a few of his con-
temporaries, he was also a scholar in several
secular fields, and greatly respected by Jews and
non-Jews for his involvement in the problems of
the environment of which his congregations
formed part.

He was born in Hungarian Hunsdorf and re-
ceived his training in Jewish subjects at the
famous Yeshivah of his native town from the
wonder rabbi Samuel Rosenberg, and later at the
equally famous Pressburg rabbinical college. His
thirst for knowledge in the secular field led him
to Berne Universitly where he graduated in history
and philosophy.

As a young man, far ahead of his time, he
became an ardent religious Zionist and contrib-
uted important articles on the subject to leading
Austrian and Hungarian periodicals. In 1904, he
attended the first Mizrachi congress at Pressburg
as a delegate. In 1903, he married beautiful
Malvine Weisz, his faithful helpmate in his mani-
fold tasks throughout his life. He started his
rabbinical career in Neustadtl, Moravia, but was
soon transferred to Salzburg which, thanks to his
efforts, became an important independent com-
munity. At that time, he first revealed his scholar-
ship as a historian by researching local Jewish
history and publishing several volumes on the
subject. In the first world war, he was appointed
chaplain to the 10th Austrian Army where he
shared the dangers of life at the front with the
soldiers and collected documentary evidence on
Jewish. contribution to the war effort. In recog-
nition of his services, the Austrian Emperor
awarded him the Order of Merit.

In 1920, Rabbi Altmann was elected Chief
Rabbi of the traditional Trier community, the
oldest Jewish community in Germany. His most
important work was done there, it was the most
creative period of his life, and he remained in
Trier until forced to escape from Nazi per-
secution. He was an outstanding preacher and
teacher, and his pastoral work in which his wife
took her full share, won him the love and
admiration of his congregation. He was held in
high esteem by the non-Jewish population for his
part in civic life, especially in the educational
field. The Bishop of Trier, Franz Bornewasser,
later known for his courageous stand against the
Nazis, became his personal friend. Dr. Altmann
also played a leading part in the work of the
“Preussische Landesverband jiidischer Gemein-
den”, where his aristocratic bearing and wise
counsel were highly appreciated.

Apart from his immediate duties, Rabbi All-
mann continued writing and researching. A
bibliography of his writings between 1902 and
1939, published in Tel Aviv in 1971, contains
more than 150 items and covers a wide field:
political, religious, philosophical and historical
essays, literary reviews, novels and poetry. His
Historv of the Jews in Roman Trier which
appeared in 1932 under the aegis of the provincial
museum and its learned Society, was acknow-
ledged as a work of unusual merit, which threw
new light on the subject.

In 1938, he was forced to leave Trier. He emi-
grated to Holland, where he continued to teach
and instruct and his scholarship was widely
recognised. Many tributes to him appeared in
Dutch newspapers on the occasion of his 60th
birthday in 1939. Alas, persecution caught up with
him and his family. After the invasion of Holland,
they were deported to Westerbork and Theresien-
stadt, and eventually to Auschwitz. He died there
soon after his arrival as a result of the suffering
and privations he had endured, but up to the last
he gave spiritual support to his fellow sufferers
and discussed religious subjects with other rabbis
he met at the camp. His wife, his youngest son,

and his only daughter with her family died in lgz
gas chambers. Three of his sons survive him: t
learned Rabbi Dr. Alexander Altmann, for 111911):
years chief rabbi of Manchester and emeritus
professor of Brandeis University in the uU.S, 1?"
Erwin Altmann, a high official in the Los Angeics
Social Services, and Dr. Manfred Altmann, 1--4:"'1‘t
don, head of an important export and lmP'l:'
house and active in Jewish affairs. They are 3’}:
the guardians of his literary estate: the Tel AVI
bibliography mentions quite a few manuscri
that still await publication. ]

He is also remembered with love and veneration
by all those who came in contact with him duriné
his all too short life. When the new synagogué I
Trier was consecrated in 1957, his memory “"l
evoked as a shining example of devotion 10 "!3:
and strength of character. A year later, the city
named a street after him.

PROFESSOR HERBERT MARCUSE

Professor Dr. Herbert Marcuse has died f‘l".
cently, while on holiday in Germany. He 5
perhaps best known for the part his tcaChmlEe
played in the student uprisings of 1968, but =
was also a leading contemporary philosop ':1'-
included in last year’s BBC2 TV series “Men 'i';
Ideas”. Together with Horkheimer and Pollock:
he was one of the founding fathers of the Frafl
furt Institute for Social Research in the Twentie
After the Nazis came to power, the Institute 207
its leaders were offered refuge at New YOI =
Columbia University, where Marcuse once m“{:
worked together with Horkheimer, Pollﬂcr:
Adorno, Erich Fromm, and Leo Léwenthal. D“a[
ing the war, he worked for the American Officé i
Strategic Studies, later he researched at Columbl y
Harvard, and Brandeis University. Subscqu"m}c
he became Professor of Political Thought at L
San Diego Campus of the University of Californts
where he won over the students by teaching !
modern Society was controlled through the ‘-
nipulation of false needs created by vested l-c
terests. The new young left glorified him for ".h“‘c
works—“Eros and _Civilisation” _(1955), “Of
Dimensional Man” (1964) and an Essay “Repfﬁn
ive Tolerance”, He was labelled a Marxist, =
the students overlooked his “Critical Analysis “y
Soviet Marxism” which he published in 1958 a?et
in which he strongly criticised trends in s""by
morality, In 1968, the glorification of his namehim
student protesters all over the world brought
so many threats, that he suddenly departed f"‘:n'
his home in La Jolla and spent most of the sU
mer in Europe at a series of academic meﬂ“‘?g:[
explaining that he had never advocated pbys!
action to realise his ideas.

CHIEF RABBI'S WARNING ON HOLOCAUST
MENTALITY

At a meeting of the Memorial Foundation for
Jewish Culture in Geneva, Chief Rabbl i
Jakobovits warned against the “sanctification =
the Holocaust as a cardinal doctrine in contem¥
rary Jewish thinking.” He said that in allom“o
its contributions, the Foundation should focus
the regeneration of Jewish life rather than “-
mere remembrance of the past. “Real rem e
brance means to rehabilitate the survivors, 0 B0
birth to a new wotld, to replace what has t-’ces
swept away.” The catastrophe and its Victim®
together with their historic legacy, would have
be remembered with supreme reverence fOT %0
times, but “we must beware against bretﬂmsng
Holocaust mentality of morose dependency amo’
our people, especially our youth. . . . The Sl'%gs[i_
‘Never Again’ now so popular, is a poor sU
tute for purposeful Jewish living. . . .”

“LEST WE FORGET” e
On the occasion of the High Holydays hed
remind readers to have the names of Pcﬂi{a"
relatives and friends of theirs entered in the 5
of Names at the Yad Vashem, Jerusalem. ch
requisite number of forms (one form for 40
victim) may be obtained from: The }302‘{I per
Deputies of British Jews, Woburn House, UP
Woburn Place, London WCI1H OEP.
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HOME NEWS

FAREWELL OF ISRAELI AMBASSADOR

Mr, Abraham Kidron, Israel’s sixth Ambassa-
dor to Britain, has left to take up his new post in
Shﬂbcrra. Australia. He is being replaced by Mr.

lomo Argov. His transfer to Australia after only
IWo vyears in London is a by-product of the
thange of government in Israel which brought

enachem Begin to power, despite the fact that
€ has never been associated with any political
Party. He played a crucial part in establishing a
‘I:‘)Sc rapport between the British government and
gﬁ‘raEI’ culminating in Mr. Begin’s State visit to
S country, and maintained friendly relations

cen the Embassy and the Anglo-Jewish com-
Munity. Both the Conservative and the Labour
arty Friends of Israel gave farewell parties for
Im at the House of Commons.

CALLAGHAN FOR ISRAEL
is Mr. James Callaghan, Leader of the Opposition,
§ o visit Egypt, Israel, and Jordan during the
St half of October. During his three day stay in
Tacl, he will be the guest of honour and princi-
: Speaker at the annual dinner to mark the 62nd
Tniversary of the Balfour Declaration.

; PLO STATUS
M,ﬁ_a letter to the Board of Deputies, the Prime
'Nister, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, explained that
wg Status of the PLO representative in Britain
lhau d remain as it has been since 1971: “provided
lhnt his activities remain within the law—and
mrﬁ' 18 no evidence that they are not—there are
s orounds for action against him. He has no
al privileges.” She added that the Govern-
would strengthen UK support for inter-

al action against terrorists.

KU KLUX KLAN BARRED

Ment
Nation

Uf!ﬁ“r' Timothy Raison, Minister of State, Home
Ce, gave an assurance in the House of Com-
ons tha

t known Ku Klux Klan members trying
ritain would be refused entry.

NABTIONAL FRONT MAN SNUBBED IN USA
nm"‘“‘ly 300 people, 50 of them children, turned
Nat: 1o hear John Tyndall, chairman of the

‘onal Front in Britain, address the convention
G5 Merica’s largest neo-Nazi group in Atlanta,
w Tgla. He is on a lecture tour in the United

€S 1o speak about the “menace” of the Jews

ind 1 ; 2 ! ’
'gnor.;; h[?:-:‘,:h The American press has largely

1o visit g

In NEW TAC GENERAL SECRETARY
Mp 5}100'-‘3;10:;_ to the late Mr. Maurice Orbach,
hwﬁ“hn died in April, Mr. Harry A. Farbey has
Trad, appointed as General Secretary of the
the les Advisory Council, which was founded in
cpug_30'5 under the auspices of the Board of
il'ldus:lcﬁ to oppose discrimination against Jews in
as 1) trade and commerce. Mr. Farbey, who
and o @ In London in 1921, is a former Mayor
i o uncillor of the Borough of Southgate and
couve member of the Association of Jewish
fvice Men and Women.

- BOARD OF DEPUTIES ELECTIONS
“nderthc first session of the Board of Deputies
Qc MIL‘- new President, Mr. Greville Janner,
o P, Dr. Lionel Kopelowitz was elected
Outger, ) - President, and Mr. Martin Savitt, the

mng Chairman of the Defence Committee,
alsg fl= the other Vice-President. The deputies
min&:—swed the members of the Board’s com-
Affgire One of the new members of the Foreign
™S Committee is Dr. F. E. Falk, Vice-Chair-

I: of the AJR, who is one of the B'nai B'rith
“Sentatives on the Board.

£1 MILLION APPEAL FOR REFORM

At MOVEMENT
€ annual conference of the Reform Syna-
Milljg, of Great Britain in Harrogate, a £I
ent : appeal for the development of the move-
E'dllcat‘“ announced. With the aid of the Jewish
Found:".“ﬁl Development Trust, a Reform
beiug tion to fund an education department is
Cheshire, ,UP- In a sermon, Rabbi Boyden of the
attjp, 4 ¢ Menorah Synagogue said that a positive
Of & Jou: s Proselytes was essential for the future

€wish community in an open society.

ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATIVE
JUDAISM

American and European leaders of Conserva-
tive Judaism who met at the New London Syna-
gogue, St. John's Wood, formed an European
Association of Conservative Judaism, with head
office in London and Rabbi Jeffery Cohen as
director.

RECEIVER FOR JEWISH SCHOOL "*
MOVEMENT
In the High Court of Justice, Mr. Justice
Walton appointed Mr. Bernard Garbacz a tempo-
rary receiver and manager of the Jewish Second-
ary Schools Movement which administers the
orthodox Hasmonean Schools. The application
had been made by the Attorney General to
protect the property of the Trust and the interests
of the 2,000 pupils involved. Mr. Justice Walton
said the Movement had a large number of debts
which could not be easily discharged and it would
be deplorable if the schools were sold to satisfy
the creditors. In addition, the affairs of the State-
aided boys’ school in Holders Hill Road, Hendon,
were being conducted in a most improper man-
ner. The judge said primary responsibility must be
placed on Rabbi Dr. 8. Schonfeld and added:
“Many men of God keep their eye so much on
the next world that their conduct in this world is
not easy to follow.” The commissioners of Inland
Revenue have also issued a writ against Dr.
Schonfeld for £34,000 income tax and national
insurance contributions for the movement. Dr.
Schonfeld issued a statement saying the troubles
were due to personal animosity against himself
and anti-Orthodox elements. Barnet Council had
a large number of non-orthodox Jews. He had
been precluded from starting legal proceedings
because “Jewish law states that such a litigant is
disqualified from holding office within a charity.”
At the same time, Dr. Schonfeld produced his
plans for the Hasmonean schools and the golden
jubilee celebrations of the Movement, which will
be held at the Royal Albert Hall next March
under the presidency of Mr. Arthur Hubert of St.
Anne’s. On that occasion, an appeal for £250,000
for the girls’ school’s sixth form college and a new
three-storey classroom block for the boys’ school
will be launched.

JEWISH AID TO VIETNAMESE

At a press conference, called by the Board of
Deputies, the Chief Rabbi Dr. Jakobovits said
Britain could find herself greatly enriched by
welcoming the Vietnamese boat people. He him-
self had come to Britain at the age of 16 unable
to speak a word of English. “The hands that are
stretched out to the Vietnamese are the same that
were stretched out to me when I came to Britain to
escape Nazi oppression.” Mr. Greville Janner, QC,
MP, the new president of the Board said it was the
first press conference called not on behalf of Jews,
but of “wretched humanity”. He continued: “We
are here to pledge the efforts of the entire com-
munity in helping people whose suffering is vast
and which we find reflected in our own history.”

In his presidential address at the meeting of the
Board, he received unanimous encouragement
when he spoke of the help the Jewish community
intends to give to the refugees. A working party
was set up under the chairmanship of Mr. Hyman
Diamond.

Your House for:—

FLOOR COVERINGS
CURTAINS, CARPETS,
SPECIALITY
ENGLISH & CONTINENTAL
DOWN QUILTS, DUVETS,

DUVET COVERS & SHEETS

ALSO RE-MAKES AND RE-COVERS
ESTIMATES FREE
DAWSON-LANE LIMITED
(established 1948)

17 BRIDGE ROAD, WEMBLEY PARK
Telephone: 904 8671

| attention of Mr. W. Shackmaen
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Arab Fencer Expelled

A Kuwaiti fencer was expelled from the Stoke
Mandeville Games for the Disabled, because he
refused to compete against an Israeli. Two other
members of his team withdrew before the start of
the competition. Other Arab nationals are taking
part in the games which are supposed to be “free
of political, religious or racial pressure.”

Film on Refugee’s Life Story

In Hamburg, the book of London refugee
author Robert Muller “The World that Summer”
is being made into a film. Muller who is half-
Jewish came to Britain from Hamburg in 1938,
and the film, sponsored by West German TV,
depicts his life story. The Hamburg population
protested against the decoration of a street with
swastika flags during the filming on July 20, the
anniversary of the 1944 generals’ attempt on
Hitler’s life.

Art Legacy

Mrs. Marta Sophie Walzer has left a legacy of
Impressionist paintings by Monet, Cézanne and
others, valued at over £650,000 to the National
Gallery and the Oxford Ashmolean Museum. Mrs.
Walzer was the daughter of the Berlin publisher
and art historian Bruno Cassirer, and the wife of
Dr. Richard Rudolf Walzer, the classical and
Arab Scholar of Berlin University. Dr. Walzer,
who died in 1975, was a fellow of St. Catherine’s
College, Oxford, and of the British Academy.

CBF’s Growing Sphere of Action

CBF World Jewish Relief approved grants
totalling nearly £90,000 at a recent council meet-
ing, including £40,000 for Communities in Eastern
Europe and £5,000 for Jews in Syria. An emerg-
ency reserve was set aside for the growing
number of Iranian Jews arriving in Britain.
During the current financial year, the total
amount of grants will be £250,000, nearly £100,000
more than last year,

At a reception given by Mr. and Mrs. Bernard
Klug to launch a new CBF committee in Hamp-
stead Garden Suburb, £8,000 was raised. The guest
of honour, Rabbi Hugo Gryn, said that the work
of the CBF had started with its rescue of 100,000
Jews from Nazi Germany. A sizeable proportion
of the Jewish population in this country owed
their lives to it.

A VOTE OF THANKS

The name of Anne Michel, who last month
retired from her senior position with the CBF, is
known to hundreds of people and to practically
all those who are connected with the work for the
Old Age Homes, where she is a familiar figure—
always confident, always capable, always with
deep compassion for the residents. Indeed she has
devoted a lifetime to the service of the com-
munity. She understood the mentality of those in
our charge because she herself came to this
country as a refugee. Whenever she speaks Ger-
man, the melodic “Kolsch” of her city of birth
becomes evident. She was a good colleague
to her opposite numbers on the staff of the AJR
and endeared herself to the members of the House
Committees and the Matrons of the Homes, who
could always rely on her counsel and help, inside
and outside office hours, She rose splendidly to the
occasion in many emergencies,

Parting is always a sad business. Yet we are
sure that, with her vigour and enthusiasm, she
will find other spheres of activity in keeping with
her abilities and experiences. All that remains for
us is to say: Thank you, Anne Michel, and go
luck. W.R.

RETIREMENT OF JOSEF FRAENKEL

Josef Fraenkel, Zionist historian and journalist,
retired from his post at the World Jewish Con-
gress, which he helped to found in Geneva 43
years ago. Before he came to this country shortly
before the outbreak of war, he was secretary of
the WJIC’s Austrian branch in Vienna. Among his
many books and monographs is a biography of
Herzl. He also plays a valuable role in fostering
Yiddish in London. Mr. Fraenkel has always
taken a great interest in the AJR and, on several
occasions, contributed articles to “AJR Inform-
ation".
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UNITED STATES
Carter Upsets Israelis
In a recent “New York Times" interview,

President Carter said the Palestinian issue was
highly emotional and involved a matter of rights,
He likened the Palestinians to the civil rights
movement in the United States and expressed the
hope that leading American Jews would support
efforts to give autonomy to them in such matters
as schools, police, housing, and immigration on
the West Bank. If Israel were to permit Pales-
tinians to return to the West Bank, they would be
satisfied with being given the right to do so, and
very few would make use of it. They would, for
their part, be willing to accept Israeli military
units on the West Bank as a safeguard for Israel’s
security. US officials are hoping that the PLO will
allow moderate Palestinians to participate in the
autonomy talks. American Jewish leaders and
Israeli politicians are very upset about the Presi-
dent’s attitude which Mr. Richard Cohen of the
American Jewish Congress described as inept and
unfortunate, as it compared a struggle for freedom
with terrorist attacks. Yasir Arafat has let it be
known that he plans to repeat his appearance at
the UN General Assembly in November, 1974.

In addition, Mr. Harold Saunders, Assistant
Secretary of State, told a Congressional sub-
committee that Israel was supposed to have
nuclear weapons, and that some Arab States have
the ambition to have them, too. He made it clear
that America strongly opposes all nuclear develop-
ment in the Middle East, as it would make nuclear
conflict a plausible, if not an inevitable outcome.
There are strong rumours that, encouraged by the
recent talks between Arafat, Chancellor Kreisky of
Austria and Mr. Willy Brandt, key US officials are
working for the opening of a dialogue between
the USA and the PLO.

Award for “Holocaust” Author

At a colloguium held under the auspices of the
International Council of Christians and Jews, the
National Media Award of the American Confer-
ence was presented to Gerald Green, the author
of the novel “Holocaust” and the TV film made
of it. One hundred and twenty delegates from 13
countries attended the conference. The second
largest delegation—the largest was the American—
was the West German. The British Council was
represented by its treasurer Sir Sigmund Stern-
berg, by Mr. C. C. Aronsfeld of the Institute of
Jewish affairs, and several others. The colloquium
ended in a solemn declaration of conscience to
strive in every way to respond to the special needs
of all, in whatever State, who are still denied their
basic human rights.

Training for Russian Jews

For the first time ever, two Moscow Yeshiva
students will be allowed to visit the United States
for three years in order to train as rabbis, scribes
and for other religious functions at the Orthodox
Yeshiva University in New York. Rabbi Schneier,
president of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation
in New York was informed about this decision
during a visit to the Council for Religious Cults
in Moscow and conveyed it to the Jews of
Moscow in a sermon in Yiddish which he de-
livered in the Moscow synagogue. Both students
are at the moment at the Moscow Yeshiva. They
are both married and in their early thirties. Their
families will not be allowed to accompany them.

Synagogue for Singles

In Los Angeles, the Mount Zion Synagogue for
Singles was opened. It promises single Jewish
parents and adults the usual religious services, free
personality and marriage counselling, workshops
and a Jewish marriage agency.
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CANADA’S JEWS HELP VIETNAMESE
In Canada, Rabbi Gunter Plaut, president of the
Canadian Jewish Congress, announced a plan to
resettle 1,000 Boat People in Canada with the aid
of the Jewish community. Organisations and indi-
viduals in different parts of Canada are being
urged to sponsor such immigrants to Canada.

PARAGUAY REVOKES DR. MENGELE'S
CITIZENSHIP

Dr. Joseph Mengele, the Auschwitz “angel of
death”, who has been hiding in South America
since the war, is reported to have left Paraguay
after the authorities revoked his citizenship of
the country.

FRANCE
Car of anti-Nazi fighter bombed

Mr. Serge Klarsfeld, whose car was destroyed
in an underground car park by a bomb which
damaged 20 other cars and started a fire, said he
had been attacked as president of the French
Jewish organisation set up to bring Nazi war
criminals to trial for crimes committed in France.
His father was killed in Auschwitz. His German-
born wife Beate has won an international repu-
tation as a leading campaigner to bring war
criminals to justice. The police have rejected
repeated requests for protection by the Klarsfelds,
notwithstanding the fact that they receive threat-
ening letters and parcel bombs nearly every day.

It has just been announced that one Nazi whose
prosecution they had sought will be brought to
trial in Cologne at the end of October. 68-year-
old Dr. Kurt Lischka, a retired clerk living in
Cologne, was Nazi security chief in Paris during
the war, He and two other former Gestapo mem-
bers who will have to stand trial with him, have
denied responsibility, claiming that they believed
the Jews were being sent to labour camps. In
1950, Dr. Lischka was sentenced in absentia to
life imprisonment by a French court for com-
plicity in the deportation of 100,000 French Jews,
but the German constitution forbids the
extradition of West German citizens.

No Statute of Limitation for Nazi Crimes

Mr. Jean Francois Poncet, the French Foreign
Minister, has officially stated that the French
Government will not apply the Statute of Limit-
ation to Nazi war crimes and Nazi crimes
against humanity perpetrated by Germans, French
or other nationals.

Lord Mayor’s Gift to School

Mr, Jacques Chirac, the Lord Mayor of Paris,
has given a plot of land near the Porte Maillot in
the exclusive 17th arrondissement, to build an
Israeli school, the first in France. The money to
build the school was donated by an anonymous
benefactor. There will be room for 300 Israeli
and 200 French children.

DUTCH QUEEN HONOURS WIESENTHAL

Simon Wiesenthal, the head of the Vienna
Jewish Documentation Centre has been awarded
the highest civilian decoration, that of a com-
mander of the Order of Orange-Nassau by the
Queen of the Netherlands in recognition of his
services to humanity and his campaign against
fascism.
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IRAN AND ROMANIA REASSURE JEWS

When a Zionist Federation delegation called at
the Iranian Embassy in London to express con-
cern at the position of the Jewish community m
Iran, they were told by the Chargé d’Affaires, MI‘_-
Kakhi, that there were no restrictions on th¢
Jewish community “since they are like ouf
brothers and sisters”. Iran had the best record 11
the world of tolerance to minorities. :

In Bucharest, President Ceausescu of Romanid
told representatives of the American Joint _Drstn:
bution Committee at their first meeting with the
President of an East European country, that any
Jew wishing to leave Romania for a family ré
union in Israel or elsewhere could do so. The JDC
leaders had come for the dedication of the mew
220-bed Amalia and Moses Rosen Home for the
Aged, named in honour of Chief Rabbi Rosens
40 years’ service to the Jewish community.
head of the Joint Committee, Mr. Donald M-
Robinson, said that his organisation spent abou
£1,600,000 a year to help more than 10,000 of the
40,000 Jews estimated to be living in Romania.

LIBERAL JUDAISM MEETS IN GENEVA

Delegates from Britain, the United States,
France, Holland, Sweden, Australia and Isra%
attended the meeting of the World Union O
Liberal Jewish Congregations in Geneva. Ra :
Hugo Gryn and Rabbi B. Jacobs, vice-presiden
of the London Leo Baeck College, represent
Britain. The meeting expressed its concern at ! ‘:
attitude of the younger generation, stressing t 31
it was one of the main tasks of Liberal rabbis
involve them in Jewish life from which they wer®
all too often estranged. Some hundred young
rabbis, trained in England, were regarded as #
pioneering elite which worked in many countrics:

“HOLOCAUST FUND” IN VIENNA
Representatives of the Vienna Israelitisch®
Kultusgemeinde and of other leading Austrian
organisations and institutions have founded 2
“Holocaust Fund” from which students 8%
pupils are to receive prizes for essays about d‘i
Holocaust and the Resistance, Applications al
well as donations to the Fund are to be addr
under the heading “Holocaust Fonds” to 1
Dokumentationsarchiv  des oesterrcichlscbcsn
Widerstandes, Altes Rathaus, Wipplinger Str.
1010 Wien.
_—l———-—-..

SELF AID CONCERT

This year's Self Aid Concert at the Quee!
Elizabeth Hall on November 5 (now given “1
conjunction with AJR) promises to be zll‘l.‘-’_“t
standing event. The Jupiter Orchestra, cor_zststll:'st
in the main of young professional musicians #
the threshold of their orchestral or soloist carocﬁlf
probably contains more potential orch{!S“'a
leader material than many a fully establish
orchestra. It will be conducted by Peter Gellhor"!
whose career spans prominent positions at _CO""'T
Garden, Glyndebourne and the BBC. Soloist W'
be the violinist Ivry Gitlis who, apart from on+
London appearance in a modern work (dedical ;
to him), has not been heard in this country o
many years. About him the French paper, v ;
wrote last year: “Gitlis est un des plus gran®
violinistes du monde”, -

The demand for tickets is heavy. They ‘“;
obtainable either at the Queen Elizabeth Hall bo
office from October 5 or from Self Aid, 8 Fairfa¥
Mansions, London NW3 6JY, tel. 328 3255 an
624 9096/7.

__.-l-.'.'.-'
—
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NEWS FROM GERMANY

FORMER BERLINERS VISIT THEIR
HOME TOWN
Ten years ago, the City of Berlin and its Lord

i avor Klaus Schiitz started a scheme under which

ormer Berliners, who had to leave as refugees

from Nazi oppression, were invited to pay a visit

LO 1Hn.‘rlm as guests of the municipality. So far,
623 have done so, and there is a waiting list of

?}?Dthcr 15,000. To mark the tenth anniversary of
it scheme, 750 special guests were asked this

Year. They included a number of men and women

Who have built up successful careers abroad,

smong them the vice-president of the Jerusalem
nesset, Moshe Meron, the rector of the Hebrew

. versity Josef Tamir, the editor-in-chief of the

rA“fbﬂ[I" Dr. Hans Steinitz, and a number of

rabbis including the well-loved Manfred Swar-
snsky, The major celebration was held at the new

Mernational Congress Centre. The present Lord

Mayor Dietrich Stobbe welcomed the guests and

Said that the circumstances which had forced
€M to leave and the fate of those who did not

Manage to leave in time would always be re-

’_“:nbcrcd in sorrow and shame. He was glad the

;Cmcme had succeeded and he thanked those

= Ong his guests who had contributed to its

access, Dr. Steinitz of the “Aufbau” and
megmund Gross, head of the Israeli travel agency
Press Tours” received the silver Ernst-Reuter

Wedal in appreciation of their work, The Lord

m:}’ﬁr also thanked the sculptor Pablo Hanne-

liann' who now lives in Argentina, for the dona-
pm“ of a sculpture “Reconciliation” which will be

Slubti-l,p in Wilmersdorf. In his closing words, Mr.

o said that history cannot be revoked, and
tinued: “We must ail work together so that the

i St does not weigh on the future as an unbearable
Oflgage, We thank you that you have grasped

m§ hand that was extended towards you. It is one

fo Te reason for us not to forget the past.” The
mer Lord Mayor Klaus Schiitz who is now

in‘i“ (.wl‘mam."s Ambassador to Israel, said the
Vitations had first been sent out to help create

th Common future for those who had left and
03¢ who had remained behind.

Py I'(-)Shc Meron, vice-president of the Isracli
Tliament and chairman of its group of Israeli-
“fman parliamentarians, felt that on such an

own 10 the unsung heroes who had risked their

el lives to save those of Jews should also be

“Membered.

So far, the city of Berlin has spent about
£1,750,000 on invitations to Jewish refugees.
This year, there were 220 visitors over 75. Some,
who could not walk, were carried to their hotels.

The town council of Frankfurt has just an-
nounced that it will follow the example of Berlin
and invite former citizens. It has voted some
£25,000 for this project. Apart from their travel-
ling and hotel costs, the visitors are to receive an
amount of about £6 per day for expenses.

VISITORS TO WEINHEIM
28 Jewish former residents of Weinheim
attended a reunion as the guests of the Munici-
pality. The programme included a guided tour
through the town, a visit to the cemetery and a
social evening.

SALE OF HITLER BOOK LEGAL

The Federal Supreme Court in Karlsruhe has
ruled that the sale of old copies of Hitler's “Mein
Kampf” is not illegal, as long as it serves
the purpose of providing information about the
Nazi period. A second-hand book-seller who had
been fined by a lower court for displaying in his
shop two old copies of the book, published in
1936 and 1943, was acquitted, but the Court added
a rider that the decision did not mean that the
sale of original Nazi literature was no longer
illegal, if it was sold or distributed together with
comment directed against the country's demo-
cratic order.

At a Munich auction, two water colours by
Adolf Hitler were sold for about £4,500 each to
buyvers from outside Germany. High prices were
also paid for Hitler's beermug and Goering’s lead
crystal drinking glasses.

MEMORIAL FOR JULIUS W, SCHUELEIN

On July 5 a plaque was fixed by the city of
Munich on the house Leopoldstrasse 21 in Munich
which from 1908 to 1930 housed the studio of the
painter Julius W, Schuelein, one of the co-
founders of the “Miinchener Neue Sezession”. The
artist’s daughter, and his nephew, Professor
Werner J. Cahnman of New York, attended the
ceremony.

With acknowledgement to the news "
service¥of the Jewish Chronicle.
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COURT SPLNTI-ZNCIES ON OLD AND NEW

The Frankfurt Appeal Court rejected the appeal
of Heinz Roth from Odenhausen, Hesse, against
a court order fining him £125,000 unless he re-
frained from publishing statements that the Anne
Frank Diary was a forgery, produced by a New
York film-author in collaboration with Anne
Frank's father. The latter, who brought the case,
showed the diary to Roth who still continued to
make the allegations. For the appeal court trial,
he was unable to find a lawyer willing to repre-
sent him.

In Frankfurt, 64-year-old Erwin Schoenborn,
West Germany's leading neo-Nazi activist, was
sentenced to 18 months’ jail for defamation, libel
and coercion arising from his propaganda attacks
against trials of former Nazis. He had publicly
declared that the gas chambers had never existed
and offered about £2,500 reward to anyone who
could prove that a single Jew had been gassed.
After the sentence, Schoenborn said he was in-
nocent, because he had only told the truth. The
prosecutor has appealed, because Schoenborn
was not convicted of inciting race hatred.

A Munich court imposed a suspended two
years' prison sentence on 72-year-old Friedrich
Schwend, Hitler's expert on counterfeiting, who in
1944 conducted the attempt to ruin Britain by
inundating the world with 350 million forged
pound notes, produced in Castle Labers near
Meran with the aid of forced labour Jewish
master lithographers. He was found guilty of
having induced an Italian collaborator in the
project, accused of having stolen some of the
money, to try to escape and then shooting him.
Schwend was arrested on his return from exile in
Peru in 1976, and the Court gave him credit for
having come to face trial.

JEWISH ACTION FOR ALGERIAN STUDENT

When an Algerian student maintained that he
had been given too little change when buying a
railway ticket in Hamburg, the mailway official, a
woman, said: “You foreigners should be gassed
like the Jews”. He informed the Hamburg Jewish
congregation which took the matter to court on
his behalf. The official was fined £1,000 in lieu
of a 100 days’ prison sentence, and ordered to pay
costs.

AUSTRIAN NAZI VICTIMS HONOURED

The German Ambassador in Vienna gave the
German Order of Merit to five Austrian nationals
who spent the war in German concentration
camps, saying that they had helped other victims
of National Socialism to overcome the memories
of their untold sufferings and to be fair in their
attitude to present-day Germany. One of those
who received the award is Anton Pick, president
of the Vienna Jewish community.

UNSUNG ITALIAN HEROES

Two Catholic priests and five other Italians,
including two women, were presented with the
“Medal of the Rightecous” of Yad Vashem for
helping Jews persecuted by Nazis and Fascists
during the war. Onc of the men is former fascist
leader Francesco Garofono who took great risks
in hiding several Jewish families in his flour mill

The
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THE ARTIST’S BURDEN

*] do not mind that 1 am not loved—but I
consider it as tragic that nobody wants to be
loved by me, for I still have the same urge to love
which I had in my younger days.” These words
stand at the beginning of the self-confession of
Else Meidner in a recently published book “Aus
den Erinnerungen von Else Meidner” by Josef
Paul Hodin.* In the first chapter of the book the
author surveys the life history of Else Meidner,
starting at the end with the description of his
visit to her London abode at Leeside Crescent.
Born in 1901 into a well-to-do middle class family
in Berlin, she had from the very beginning
decided to become an artist, but her father, after
initial resistance, only agreed to her plans after
three leading artists, Kaethe Kollwitz, Emil Orlik
and Max Slevogt, had confirmed her gifts. As a
student, she met Ludwig Meidner, 17 years her
senior, became his pupil and, in 1927, his wife, As
personalities and as artists they differed funda-
mentally from each other. She was entirely inde-
pendent from him in her artistic approach, and
her paintings and drawings bear witness to her as
a personality in her own right. Her all too short
career in Germany was crowned in 1932 by an
exhibition of her works in the “Juryfreie” in
Berlin.

The creative power of the Meidners was
deeply affected when, under the Nazis, they were
considered as outcasts of a culture in which they
were deeply rooted. For Else the uprooting
*Josef Paul Hodin: Aus den Erinnerungen von Else Meidner,
published under the auspices of the municipality of Darm-

stadt with a postscript by the Lord Mayor Heinz Winifried
Sabais. Justus von Licbig Verlag Darmstadt 1979, 132 pp.
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already started before her emigration when the
couple and their little son had to leave her
beloved Berlin and move to Cologne, where
Ludwig got a position as drawing teacher at the
Jewish school—an appointment entirely out of
keeping with his standing, but unavoidable for
economic reasons. Later, in London, the family
had a very difficult time. In 1953, Ludwig re-
turned to Germany, where he regained recog-
nition. But Else, who followed him ten years
later, came back to London after a few months.
On his death in 1966, she wrote an obituary
published in the “Darmstaedter Tageblatt”, which
testified to her deecp feelings for her husband,
notwithstanding the tensions which persisted
between them during their marriage
The autobiographical “Aufzeichnungen” of
Else Meidner, incorporated in the book, give us a
glimpse into her complex personality. Her prose,
spiced with humour and irony, and her poems
reflect her gifts as a writer and poetess as well as
her widespread knowledge in the fields of litera-
ture and history and her love of music. Perhaps,
for the first time, those who know her only super-
ficially and sometimes have difficulties in under-
standing her reactions to her fellow men, get to
realise the deeper layers of her unique personality.
By writing his book, Josef Paul Hodin has, at the
same time, set up a lasting monument for Else
Meidner
W.R

GHETTO DIARY PUBLISHED

Dr, Raul Hilberg, renowned scholar on the holo-
caust, has edited the English edition of the diary
of Adam Czerniakow, the head of the Warsaw
Judenrat which was acquired by the Israeli Gov-
ernment in 1964. It starts before the German
occupation in 1939 and ends in 1942 when the
author took poison because he could no longer
bear the responsibilities of his office.

Dorlon

Chocolates

make
very special gifts

Caxton Chocolate Co.
Ltd.

London N22 6UN

AJR INFORMATION September 1979

THE WINES OF AUSTRIA

Travellers to Austria have often been heard 10
praise the local wines they were able to taste, but
Austrian wines have hardly ever appeared on the
wine-lists of the trade or of restaurants in 0”}""
countries. It is safe to predict that this situation
is about to change: that champion of quality
wines, our old friend and board member S. F:
Hallgarten, together with his equally knowledge:
able wife Friedel, has just published a beautifully
produced book “The Wines and Wine Gardens ol
Austria” (Argus Books Limited, 14 St. Jame
Road, Watford, 339 pp. Price £6.95). It can be
expected to do for the wines of Austria what
other books of his have done for those 0'
Germany, Alsace, Luxemburg, and Israel: to mﬂlk_'-‘
readers eager 1o taste, and guided by his WS¢
counsel, to choose what suits their taste and tlwif_
purse. It is a delightful book, very useful, to0; 85
a travelling companion, as the authors describe
the manifold wine-growing areas and their mouth-
watering products. b

Austria has only recently produced enough Win®
to be interested in exporting it, and now has laws
governing growing conditions, quality, and desi&®
nations as stringent, and sometimes even MOT®
stringent than those of the EEC countries. 15
viticultural area is now about 50,000 hectares, the
same size as that of Germany in 1950. The U:
has already discovered Austrian wines and _'m:
ports them in increasing quantities. For the llﬂ"_‘_
being, prices compare very favourably with thos¢
of German and French wines of similar quality:
Readers of the Hallgartens’ book will ccﬂﬂ'“}’
see to it that the UK soon follows suit and W! A
also take it with them on their next visit 0 the

land of wine, women, and song. VP

_—ﬁ |

with the compliments of

Pafra

synthetic adhesives

adheslve applicator®

Pafra Limited
Bentalls ® Baslidon
Essex * SS14 38U




AJR INFORMATION September 1979

BIRTHDAY TRIBUTES

ERWIN ROSENTHAL 75
The Talmud records that when Rabbi Nehuniah
n Hakanah was asked to what he attributed his
great age he replied that he had never made
Capital out of colleagues’ embarrassment. For
those engaged in scholarly pursuits that is a fine
ideal and a bold claim, but it is one which, were
inclined, Dr. Erwin Rosenthal might with
fustice assert as the motto of the 75 years which
€ will have completed on September 18. Erwin
osenthal—felix opportunitate natus—Dbelongs to
A generation of Jewish academics born in Ger-
Many whose formative vears, despite the privations
tonsequent upon the First World War, were
Passed in the autumn sunlight of the Weimar
public and whose training for scholarship of
Professional competence was complete before
azidom snatched away their prospects in Ger-
Many. The resultant intellectual benefit to this
Country, amongst others, has become a common-
Place, but as far as most members of the
ntelligentsia are concerned the names of those
Who typify it are mainly borne by scientists.
umanists do not so frequently hit the headlines,

t their influence is no less significant.
Rosenthal received his training in Arabic and
tbrew at Heidelberg, Munich and Berlin, and
%hen he came to England to search for a niche
Or himself and his young wife his scholarly
tential was at once recognised by Herbert
we, who was deeply involved in trying to help
dtademic refugees and who relinquished to Rosen-
| some part-time Hebrew teaching at University
College London. Celebration of his 75th birthday is
M0l an occasion for rehearsing his entry in Who's
Who—or even of filling in what is hidden between
U5 lines: but it must go on record that Rosen-
tha)’g teaching career has taken him to Man-
Hhester and ultimately to Cambridge to a post that
I due course became a Readership in Oriental
tudies. Another English scholar to recognise his
Worth was A. J. Arberry, professor of Arabic at
camtgridge, whose college—Pembroke—has a long
Manding interest in oriental studies; and in due
rse Pembroke elected him as a Fellow. Nor
Should one ignore the difficult years of the war
?"d_ its aftermath, when Rosenthal was engaged
! intelligence work and later in teaching of a
' exalted kind, but the value of which to
:“?ﬂcty at large he might well feel complemented
8 teaching of undergraduates in the university.
1s research work has centred round the theme
9F political philosophy, as a Greek heritage passed
by the Arab world to the Hebrew and back to
?‘“Tppe. with (as a counterpoint) the influence of
l.‘“'lsh exegesis of the Hebrew Bible in the Chris-
an west: the two themes being linked by the cir-
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cumstance that the Bible, as deemed to contain the
outline of a divinely ordained polity, had to be
taken account of in Christian political thinking.
Rosenthal’s first publication, in 1930, concerned
a projected treaty between Charlemagne and
Abdurrahman III of Cordoba; his Political
Thought in Medieval Islam (1958) has been trans-
lated into Spanish and Japanese. What he may
well consider his chef d’oeuvre, Averroes’ Com-
mentary on Plato’s Republic (which survives in a
Hebrew translation of the original Arabic) ap-
peared from the Cambridge Press in 1956.
Rosenthal has some half dozen books to his name,
and has in addition edited three others. Discount-
ing reviews, there are over 75 articles—more than
one for each of his vears—the more important of
them being collected in his 2-volume Studia
Semitica, Jewish and Islamic Themes. And Cam-
bridge is shortly to confer on him the accolade of
a Festschrift to which colleagues in various uni-
versities have contributed articles, and in which
a full bibliography of Rosenthal’s publications will
be included.

But Rosenthal’s interests have never been
cloistered; he has applied his scholarly expertise to
fostering Jewish life, and during his three decades
in Cambridge he has given generous hospitality to
Jewish students and has afforded an unobtrusive
Jewish leadership. His interest in Israel has found
its outlet, inter alia, in address to the implications

-political, theological, pedagogical and much
else—of the way in which the Bible is studied and
taught there. He is also a member of the London
Board of the Leo Baeck Institute.

The years have been stern taskmasters to Erwin
and Elisabeth Rosenthal, but they can look back
with pride on a record of achievement and of
service, as also with satisfaction on the distinction
which their son has achieved in an entirely
different field. Their friends will take this oppor-
tunity to pay their tribute to what they have done,
and for the future to wish them all that they

would wish themselves.
RAPHAEL LOEWE.

LOTHAR NELKEN 70 ’

On September 9, Lothar Nelken celebrates his
70th birthday in the circle of his family and
numerous friends. Although he has reached the
proverbial venerable age, he is still as active as
any young man.

Unfortunately, Lothar could not follow his in-
tended legal career in Germany. After his immi-
gration to England, he entered the pharmaceutical
industry where he soon became very successful
due to his initiative, drive and personality.

Lothar Nelken is a traditional Jew and, with
his wife and family, staunchly adheres to the
faith. In spite of all his professional commitments,
Lothar still finds time to devote himself to many

3

CLUB 19%43

Vortraege jeden Montag um 8 p.m.
im Hannah Karminski House,
9 Adamson Road, NWJ3

3 September. Leonard C. Goss (Council of
Christians and Jews: “Friendship across
Frontiers”,

10 September. Jacob Rosen (Information
Attaché of the Israeli Embassy): *“The
political situation in the Middle East”.

17 September. Dr. Ellen Kessel-Ruhemann:
“Briefe beruehmter Menschen”. [

24 September. Kein Vortrag.

1 October. Kein Vortrag.

8 October. Paul Geiger: “Photographie
als Mittel zum Vergleich”. Lichtbilder
aus vielen Laendern.

15 October.  Grete Sachs: “Die erste

| Akademikerin  der  Welt™. Elena

Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia. ’I

22 October, Dr. Erwin Seligmann: Vor-
tragsreihe: Der Jude und die Umwelt”.
1. Teil: Der deutsche Staatsbuerger
juedischen Glaubens oder Jecke?

29 October., Dr. Ruth v. Schulze-Gaever-

nitz: Thema wird noch bekannt gegeben.
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Jewish activities, being a Board member of the
Association of Jewish Refugees, and on the
Management side of the Theodor Herzl Society.
Last, but by no means least, he has been the
Chairman of the KC in Great Britain for many
vears, and his untiring efforts have gone a long
way to keeping this Fraternity together.

He is always willing and ready to help anyone
in need, being ably supported in all this by his
wife. With these birthday greetings it is sincerely
hoped that Lothar will continue his valuable work
for the community for many more years.

IW.

The Theodor Herzl Society wishes to pay tribute
to Dr. Lothar Nelken on the occasion of his 70th
birthday. For many years he has rendered in-
valuable services to the Society as its Co-Chair-
man and Executive member. A religious Jew,
who has many other important honorary commit-
ments, he has always given us his time and most
valuable support. By his agreeable disposition he
has become a much appreciated friend of his
fellow workers. We extend our sincerest con-
gratulations to him and are looking forward to
having the benefit of his guidance for many years
10 come,

H.M.H.

ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLER HONOURED
Oxford Degree for Albi Rosenthal

The degree of Master of Arts honoris causa was
conferred by the University of Oxford on the well
known antiquarian bookseller Albi Rosenthal. At
the ceremony, the Public Orator described him as
one “who had enriched in many ways the lives of
our citizens and the University”. Albi Rosenthal
belongs to an old booksellers’ family. Three sons
of his great-grandfather, who originated from
Fellheim in Bavaria, became booksellers in
Munich. The work was continued by his father,
Dr. Erwin Rosenthal, scholar, bookseller and pub-
lisher, who now lives in Lugano, The Orator also
referred to the services rendered by Mr. Rosenthal
to the Oxford University Orchestra. At a garden
party held after the ceremony in Mr. Rosenthal's
house in Boars Hill, the newly appointed Master
of Arts expressed his gratitude for his warm
reception in England as a refugee over forty years
ago. Mr. Rosenthal was also elected a member
of Worcester College, Oxford.

AWARD TO RABBI Dr. M. SWARSENSKY

Dr. Manfred Swarsensky (Madison, Wisc.,
USA) was awarded the honorary doctor degree of
Wisconsin State University. He will be well re-
membered by former members of the Berlin
Jewish community, whose Rabbi he was from
1932 until 1939, From 1940 until his retirement in

1976 he was Rabbi of the Temple Beth-El in
Madison.

BELSIZE SQUARE SYNAGOGUE
51 Belsize Square, NW.3
SELICHOT SERVICE

] at the Synagogue

with Choir and Cantor
Address by the Rabbi

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

at 10 p.m.
HIGH HOLY-DAY SERVICES
(at the Gaumont State Theatre,
High Road, Kilburn N.W.6)
Rosh Hashanah: Eve 6.30 p.m.
1st and 2nd Day 9.30 a.m.
Kol Nidrei: 6.30 p.m.
Yom Kippur: 10 a.m.
For tickets of admission apply to the
Hon. Secretary, 51 Belsize Square
CHILDREN'S SERVICES
(at the Gaumont State Theatre)
on both days of Rosh Hashanah at
10 a.m. and on Yom Kippur at 11.30 a.m.
SUCCOTH SERVICES
at the Belsize Square Synagogue
Eve: 6.30 p.m.
Moming: 11 am.
(Kiddush after each service in the Succah)
RELIGION SCHOOL
Beginning of New Term:
Sunday, September 9, at 10 a.m.
egistration of New Puplls:
Sunday, Sept. 2, from 11 am. to 12 noon




IMPENDING VISITS TO EGYPT

A recent opinion poll showed that 74 per cent
of Israelis plan to visit Egypt at the earliest
opportunity, The Ministry of Trade, Industry, and
Tourism has issued a warning against an inund-
ation of Egypt by Israeli tourists, and warned
would-be wvisitors that they must secure accom-
modation beforchand. In addition to the small
tours which have been tentatively started, the
Greek Epirotiki shipping lines are planning
weekly sailings of the 5,250 ton motor cruise ship
“Jason” which can carry 298 visitors, for Decem-
ber. It will leave Suez port on December 24, call
at Akaba in Jordan and sail through the Red Sea
to Elat, from where tours to Jerusalem and Gali-
lee will be laid on. On the return trip “Jason”
will land at Safaga for a tour of the Egyptian
temples at Luxor.

Dr. Eliezer Shmueli, director-general of the
Israeli Ministry of Education, has been invited by
his Egyptian counterpart to attend an interna-
tional congress in Cairo next February, to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the International
Bureau of Education.

TRADE WITH EGYPT

Koortrade, Israel’s international marketing firm,
has established a subsidiary in Cairo in co-oper-
ation with an un-named Egyptian firm which, in
turn, will open a branch in Tel Aviv. Mr. Balla,
head of Koortrade, said the name of the large
Egyptian private company would be kept secret,
because it had international links and feared re-
prisals from the Arab boycott office. Goods leaving
Israel would be packed so as to allow for the
removal of the “Made in Israel” label. The

Egyptians were interested in agricultural equip-
ment, medical electronic devices, solar heating
and oil refining equipment. In 1978, Koortrade'’s
turnover was £218 million.

France&Germany's
Finest Wines

SHIPPED BY

HOUSE OF
HALLGARTEN

| am able to offer you a superb
selection of French (incl. Kosher
Alsace) and German wines,
shipped by the famous importers,
House of Hallgarten, and to advise
you personally and help you with
your wine purchases. The selection
ranges from your everyday wines
to the finest for your special
Simcha.

Delivery to all U.K. addresses.

Please write or phone:
JUSTIN GOLDMEIER

Wine Merchant
22 Pennine Drive, London, N.W.2

Tel: 01-455 8872

THE ISRAELI SCENE

BEGIN AND WILLY BRANDT
When the Knesset angrily discussed the Vienna
meeting between Yasir Arafat and Chancellor
Kreisky which was also attended by Willy Brandt,
Mr. Begin said the former Federal Chancellor
was now a private person. However, if the PLO
were ever to be victorious, Mr. Brandt would
have to repeat his genuflection in Auschwitz to
demand forgiveness from the Jewish people. How-
ever, the case would not arise, as the Jews now
had a homeland and could no longer be annihil-
ated. They would survive “the Nazi Arafats and

their collaborators whoever theyv may be.”

KISSINGER AND GOLDMANN HONOURED

At the Hebrew University's annual convocation,
honorary doctorates were awarded to Dr. Henry
Kissinger and to the US Senator Henry Jackson,
a firm defender of Israel in the Senate.

When the first anniversary of the Tel Aviv
Museum of the Diaspora was celebrated, it was
announced that it would in future be called the
Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Diaspora,
because it had been planned by Dr. Goldmann,
and he had worked in support of it since the late
1950s. More than 400,000 people, both Israelis
and tourists, visited the museum during its first
vear.

INVOLVEMENT IN NICARAGUA

During the last stages of the Somoza Govern-
ment in Nicaragua, Israel was its main supplier
of bombs, rockets, ammunition and infantry wea-
pons by air and sea. It meant the repayment of
an old debt: during the 1948 fights for the
establishment of a Jewish State, Nicaragua sup-
plied the Jewish underground with arms and
passports, In retaliation, the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, and the governments of Algeria,
Libya, Syria, and South Yemen supported the
Sandinistas who overthrew the Somoza regime.

MP'S IMMUNITY LIFTED
Knesset members voted by 61 votes to 30 to lift
the parliamentary immunity of Mr. Flatto-Sharon
to allow him to be tried on charges of bribery
during the 1977 General Election.

COMINGS AND GOINGS

According to an estimate published by the
Knesset Immigration Affairs Committee, 17,500
newcomers arrived in Israel during the first six
months of 1979, compared with fewer than 12,000
in the same period in 1978. On the other hand,
some 2,000 Israelis leave the country every month.
In 1977 6,000 returned, in 1978 only 5,100.

EL AL’S LOSSES

Mr. Haim Landau, the Israeli Transport
Minister, said he had been shocked to discover
that the average subsidy for each of El Al's
6,000 employees amounted to £2,000 a eJ!mr. The
airline’s losses will rise from an expected £34 mil-
lion this year to double that amount in 1982,
unless something drastic is done.

MONUMENTS OF PEACE

A Monument of Peace and Friendship, created
by sculptor Yigal Tumarkin, was inaugurated in a
square near Lod airport which is situated between
a synagogue, a church, and a mosque. According
to tradition, St. George the Dragonkiller, was
born and buried there, and the first church over
his grave was built in the 6th century.

A planning competition has been opened for
the far more ambitious project, dreamed of by
President Sadat, on Mount Sinai which is to
include a synagogue facing Jerusalem, a mosque
facing Mecca, and three churches of the main
Christian denominations. Nearby there will be
three small hotels for pilgrims.

CAMPS
INTERNMENT—P.O.W.—
FORCED LABOUR—KZ

| wish to buy cards, envelopes and folded post-
marked letters from all camps of both world wars.
Please send, registered mail, stating price, to:
14 Roselyn Hill, London, N.W.3
PETER C. RICKENBACK
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SCIENCE AIDS SABBATH KEEPING
The faculty of agriculture at the Hebrew Uni-
versity has produced a “magic solution” which, 1
used on flowers, prolongs their life by two 10
three weeks, It had been asked for help by 2
religious Kibbutz in the Negev, where flowers cut
on Friday have to be kept until Sunday before
being sent abroad.

Electronic engineers have similarly developed
a sophisticated eclectronic device, already ap-
proved by rabbis, which will help security officers
doctors and nurses to carry out their duties 0D
Saturdays. A special button which carries no
electrical current, turns off the engine and the
lights at the end of a journey. Another devicé
controls the supply of petrol to the engine without
using the accelerator. It has always been per-
mitted to turn on the engine and the lights in an
emergency, but not to switch them off.

“RELIGIOUS HOOLIGANISM”

Mr. Teddy Kollek, the Mayor of Jerusalem, has
asked Dr, Yosef Burg, Minister of the Interior, 10
curb renewed violence by ultra-Orthodox groups
against Sabbath trafficc. On Friday nights a1
Saturdays, members from an Orthodox community
and yeshiva students threw stones at motorists
using the new road to the Jerusalem suburb O
Ramot. Mr. Kollek said the motorists had so far
shown restraint, but they would soon act against
“religious hooliganism.”

HOMOSEXUALS NOT WANTED

When Israeli homosexuals and lesbians, SuP-
ported by colleagues from Europe and the USA:
planned to plant a 3,000-tree wood in the Negevs
the Jewish National Fund cancelled the ceremony
and returned to the Israeli organisation about
£4,000 subscribed, because it could not allow the
dedicatory plaque to state that the donors Wer®
homosexuals, Earlier, a Tel Aviv Hotel and tW0
kibbutzim had refused to allow the Israeli organis:
ation to stage an international conference ©'
Jewish homosexuals and lesbians, because ’-h"é
had been told by the rabbinate that it woul

suspend their kashrut licences, if they did so.
— ]
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P. Yogi Mayer

JEWISH SPORT IN NAZI GERMANY

Professor Dr. Hajo Bernett of the “Sportwis-
Senschaftliche Institut” of the University of Bonn
as, as the result of thorough research,Tpublished
4 book on Jewish sport in Nazi Germany. Tt
I8 dedicated “to the memory of the Israeli Olympic

Ampions murdered in Munich in 1972". The
objective, thoroughly investigated and well docu-
Mentated evaluation of a unique period in the
history of Jewish Sport is projected against the
ackground of the German Sports Movement.
Which found itself degraded by the exploitations
of the Third Reich.

Bernett, a non-Jew, bases his publication on
Material found in archives and on personal inter-
Yiews, He shows a remarkable understanding of
“i¢ motivation and the underlying inner conflicts.

Many students at German universities have
“@lely been drawn to studies of the unique Jewish
dltuation in Nazi Germany in the field of athletics.

e, like the producer of the TV film “Dornen
“m Lorbeer” (referred to in the January issue of
*his journal), they found it difficult to arrive at
Well-balanced assessments. This is partly due to the
fact that as far as the non-Zionist sports move-
Ment is concerned, very few first-hand witnesses
and very little material could be traced, On the
Other hand, the world-wide Jewish National Mac-
abi Union had deposited films, photographs and
trophies in its museum in Ramat Gan, and further
Material has been preserved in Yad Vashem
Jerusalem). The producer and students were also
4ble to interview leading personalities of the
former “Deutsche Makkabi-Kreis”, who gave them
Valuable information.

T suggested that Bernett should publish a list of
[heﬂmn Jews, who represented their country in

¢ Olympic Games, became German champions
OT participated in leading positions in the admini-
Stration of sport in Germany. Most of them never

longed to a Jewish sports organisation, a situ-
lion similar to that in England, America and

Stern Europe today. Bernett is less interested in
:)[9 individual but more in T.h_c collective reactions
of ; Persecuted minority. Still, he lclIsllhu story

elix Flatow, the first German to gain a Gold

edal in the first Olympic Games in 1896, who,

“Ogether with his “Turnbruder” Gustav, was
Murdered in a K.Z.

w

Deajﬂ Benett:

- Der juedische Sport im nationalsosialistischen

obla"?CMund 1933-1939. Verlag Karl Hoffmann, Schoendorf.
Henln-_lb!: from Bundesinstitut fuer Sport und Wissenschaft,
Str. 1,5000 Koeln 40,
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VICTORINOX

The Original ‘Swiss Army Knife

I was able to supply Bernett with some material
about Gretel Bergmann, the High Jump champion,
who was “robbed” of a Gold Medal by the political
events, the same medal which was gained by an
Hungarian Jewish girl at the Berlin Olympic
Games. As a sociologist, Bernett sees these and
other individual achievements in their relation to
the Jewish sports movement as a whole. He finally
queries the “political dogma™, which at times
divided the “Deutsche Makkabi-Kreis” from the
“Schild” in Germany and the “Maccabi Union”
and the “Association for Jewish Youth” (AJY) in
England, and which today manifests itself in the
duality of “Maccabi” and “Hapoel” in Israel.

To do justice to Berneft's very expressive

German style, extracts from the last paragraphs of
his book, headed “Problemgeschichtlicher
Ausblick” are published below in their German
original:
“Der juedische Sport im nationalsozialistischen
Deutschland hat alle Stufen der Erniedrigung
durchlitten: den entehrenden Ausschluss aus der
deutschen Sportgemeinde, die Entmuendigung
durch die Reichssportfuehrung, Ueberwachung und
Massregelung durch die Geheime Staatspolizei, die
Kollision mit einer feindseligen Unwelt, die
Einengung des Lebens-und Handlungsraums, die
Zerstoerung der Organisation, die Enteignung des
Besitzes, die Austreibung.

“Dieser Vorgang ist in der Sportgeschichte ohne
Beispiel . . . Eine problemgeschichtliche Betrach-
tung fuehrt zu dem Ergebnis, dass der juedische
Sport trotz mancher Differenz als legitimer Teil
der deutschen Turn- und Sportbewegung zu
verstechen ist. Um so tragischer die Verblendung,
diesen Partner als angeblichen Fremdkoerper zu
diffamieren und ihn dem Diktat der politischen
Machthaber zu opfern.”

Readers of “AJR Information”, who were active
members of Jewish sport organisations in Ger-
many, will find Bernett's book a most interesting
and gratifying evaluation of the events.

“THE YELLOW STAR"

A Paperback in English
About 18 years ago, in the July 1961 issue of
“AJR Information”, we reviewed a pictorial
history of the persecution of the Jews in Germany
by a German writer of the younger generation,
Gerhard Schoenberger. On that occasion, we
called for an English translation of this “moving
und terrifying book”. It is gratifying to note that,
“due to the worldwide interest in TV's Holocaust”,
Corgi Books have now issued in paperback an
excellent English translation by Susan Sweet of
this documentary of the horrors of 1933 to 1945%,
which we can recommend to our readers and their
children, grandchildren and friends as strongly as
we recommended the original German edition in

1961.

F. Hellendall

*Gerhard Schoenberger: The Yellow Star, The Persecution
of the Jews. Translated from the German by Susan Sweet.
Corgi Books, paperback. £2.95,

ATfENTIONT—:_[_|i

ALL MIGRAINE SUFFERERS

Keep an “lzpack™ Migraine Mask always
handy on the lower shelf of your fridge.
When you feel a Migraine attack is
approaching, put it to your face and after
a short while you will feel a relief of pain.

Price: £3.50 post free

PLAISTICAIR (J. BENNETT)
40/41 VALENTINE ROAD, LONDON, E.9 “

01-985 8637
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THE
WUERZBURGER RAV

To coincide with the 100th anniversary of the
death of the famous “Wuerzburger Rav”,
R. Seligmann Baer Bamberger (see “AJR Inform-
ation” of April, 1979), several of his descendants
living in Israel published a second, up-to-date and
improved edition of his family tree.* The list of
descendants, complete at the time of issue, in two
lists, viz., compiled both genealogically and alpha-
betically, runs to 1,670 names.

The elegantly produced volume contains, also,
much useful additional information. First of all,
there is a genealogical table of the ancestry of the
“Wuerzburger Rav” which, though (so far)
sketchy and incomplete, traces his descent back to
the renowned Bible and Talmud commentator,
Rashi (R. Sh'lomo Jizchaki, 11th century), as well
as to the “Great Intercessor of German Jewry”,
Joselmann of Rosheim (16th century). It might
also have been expressly mentioned that his
father-in-law, R. Seckel Wormser, District Rabbi
in Fulda, was a cousin of his world-famous name-
sake, R. Seckel Loeb Wormser, the “Baal Shem”
of Michelstadt. This fact is, at best, only hinted at.

No less useful and indeed interesting are several
articles which grace the Hebrew part of the vol-
ume. These deal. respectively, with Rabbi Bam-
berger’s personality, life and work; with his
writings and published books; and with a biblio-
graphy of all his works. The illustrated section
presents photographs of various tombstones
relating to him, his wife and members of his
family, photographs of the first generation after
him (there is no known picture of the “Wuerz-
burger Rav” himsell), and photostat copies of rolls
of honour issued to him by sages in the Holy Land
on the occasion of his completing 25 years in the
rabbinate (1865).

Altogether, this is a worthy memorial to a great
man and an impressive record of his far-flung
family.

W. Stern.
* “The Bamberger Family”. The Descendants of Rabbi
Seligmann  Baer Bamberger, the “*Wuerzburger Rav"

(1807-1878). Second Edition. Published by the Bamber-
ger Family, Jerusalem 1979.

GLADSTONE PARK MEMORIAL SERVICE
The ninth Annuval Interdenominational Mem-
orial Service organised by the Willesden Branch
of AJEX in memory of those who died in

Prisoner of War camps and in concentration
camps will be held on Sunday, September 16, at
3 pam., at the Prisoners’ Memorial, Gladstone
Park, N.W.10.

Newly developed. Zinc compounds
are some of the finest rust inhibitors.The
synthetic resin base forms a tough skin,

which seals the surface from moisture.
From all good hardware and accessory stores.
Free literature from David's ISOPON, FREEPOST
Northway House, London N20 9BR.
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IN MEMORIAM

ERNST A. SONNENBERG

Our community has suffered a grave loss by the
death of Ernst A. Sonnenberg on August 1 at the
age of 72. Born in Wetzlar, he spent his formative
years in Frankfurt, where he was also active in
the Jewish youth movement. He had a successful
business career in Germany, where he held several
responsible positions, and he quickly struck roots
in this country, where he arrived in 1938 and
where, due to his outstanding gifts, he was in-
strumental in expanding the enterprises with which
he was associated,

When he retired at the age of 66, he immedi-
ately put himself at the disposal of our work for
the aged and became House Committee Chairman
of Osmond House, the Home for the frail, This is
about the most difficult job our organisation
could offer to a voluntary worker. He visited the
Home regularly, and the well-being of the resi-
dents was always near to his heart. He would
discuss current problems with the Matron and,
based on his long standing experience, could
advise her, especially in questions of staff and
administration. At the same time he knew that
there were other spheres connected with the run-
ning of the Home, with which only the Matron
and the senior staff could be familiar. Thus a
happy and effective co-operation between him as
the lay leader and the professionals in charge of
the day-to-day work developed. His untimely
dearlh leaves a void which it will be very difficult
to fill.

In view of his abilities and his devotion to the
work, he was also soon co-opted to the Manage-
ment Committee, which is in charge of the general
policy concerning all the Homes. Here, his sound
judgment always proved most valuable, especially
because he was associated with the field work in
one of the Homes and therefore knew the position
from within.

Last but not least, he served for five vears on
the Executive Committee of the AJR. He had an
open mind for the variety of social and political
questions with which our community is faced, and
his contributions to the deliberations were always
particularly helpful, because, being a “newcomer”,
he would always see the problems in their wider
context.

Ernst Sonnenberg was full of vigour almost up
to the end and he enjoyed travelling and sport.
His apperance made it difficult to believe that he
was already in his 73rd year. The committees with
which he served have lost a dear colleague and
good friend and we feel united with his widow in
her sense of loss. Yet much as we shall miss him,
we find some comfort in the thought that he was
spared long suffering. As a capable, kind-hearted
and helpful personality he will be remembered
with gratitude and affection by all who knew him.

W.R.

PROFESSOR HERMANN ZONDEK

Professor Hermann Zondek has died in Jerusalem
at the age of 91. Before 1933, he was Director of
the Urban Hospital in Berlin. His patients in-
cluded many leading politicians of the Weimar
Republic, among them Foreign Minister Dr.
Gustav Stresemann and Reichstag President Paul
Loebe. He left Germany when the Nazis came to
power and, after spending one year in England,
settled in Jerusalem, where he became professor
of endocrinology at the Hebrew University and
Director of the Bikur Cholim Hospital. In 1960
he was elected a member of the Royal Society of
Medicine in London. His memoirs, which are of
particular interest from the medical as well as
from the political and Jewish point of view,
appeared in 1973 under the title “Auf festem
Fusse” as a publication of the Leo Baeck In-
stitute (Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, Stuttgart),
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DR. REINHOLD H. FUERTH

The death of Dr. Reinhold H. Fiirth, a 10“_3;
standing member of the AJR, has occurred 4;
Chislehurst on July 17. Born in Prague in 1893
he obtained the degree of Dr.phil at the Pragit
German University in 1916. Three years later, he
was appointed lecturer, and in 1931 Professor 0
Experimentzl Physics and Head of the Phym?
Department. From 1937 to 1938, he was Dean 9
the Faculty of Science. In 1939, he came to Britain
and worked with Professor Max Born at Edir*
burgh University, where he was appointed I)ewazf
Research Fellow and part-time lecturer in 1942
in 1947, he became Reader in Theoretical Physis
at Birkbeck College, University of London, whel;!
he remained until his retirement in 1961, In l9€]
he was awarded the Keith Prize of the Roya
Society of Edinburgh, of which he was a mc"&i
ber. He published several books and almost 2 g
papers and articles in scientific journals and han 3
books. The occasion of his 80th birthday in 197
was marked by friends, colleagues and former
students from all over the world, He made 1m:
portant advances in a great area of physics ai
was an inspiring and caring teacher, as well as i@
man of great charm and modesty.

DR. HELMUTH NATHAN K
Dr. Helmuth Nathan, who died in New Yor
at the age of 77, will be remembered by formef
German Jews in many countries as a leading
personality of the “Kameraden”, and of ﬂl‘a’
Central-Verein. A surgeon by profession, he he f
positions in Freiburg and Hamburg, his city ©
birth. He emigrated to the US in 1936 and be:
came professor at the Albert Einstein Hc,s‘plf--':‘I 0
the Yeshiva University. At the same time be
continued his Jewish activities as a Board mem”
ber of “Selfhelp”. Helmuth Nathan was also 2
gifted painter and sculptor, and his Einstel®
bust, exhibited in the Yeshiva University, al-
tained world fame. In recognition of his apadc"“lf
career in Germany, which was cut short in 1 2
he was retroactively appointed Professor of Medi
cine by the University of Hamburg.

—
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. FAMILY EVENTS { Situations Vacant KRAUS.—Hertha Kraus (maiden [ =
Entries in the column Family PARTIALLY SIGHTED WOMAN, name), formerly Kluckygasse 15, LIGHT WEIGHT
Events are free of charge; any 62 years, requires personable com- Vienna XX. Will persons who know
voluntary donation would, how- panion to take her out once/twice

ever, be appreciated. Texts should
be sent in by 15th of the month.

Deaths
HULSE.— Dr. Rudolf Hulse passed
away on August 14 after a short ill-
ness. Deeply mourned by his wife
Resi, family and a large circle of
friends. 1 Highpoint, Highgate, Lon-
don, N6.

KOBNER.—Mrs. H. Kobner is sorry
to announce the death of Dr. H. L.
Kobner peacefully in his bed. No
letters please.

ROTHOLZ.—Siegfried Rotholz pass-
ed away y on August 1.
Deeply mourned his wife Lilly,
brother-in-law Herbert, sister-in-law
Gretl, Daniels and Phillips families,
and all other relatives and friends. 48
Northolme Gardens, Edgware, Middx.

CLASSIFIED
The charge in these columns is
50p for five words plus 25p for
advertisements under a Box No.

Situations Vacant

WE WOULD WELCOME hearing
from more ladies who would be
willing to shop and cook for an
elderly person in their neighbour-
hood on a temporary or permanent
basis. Current rate of pay £1.40

hour. Please ring Mrs. Matus
01-624 4449, AJR Employment, for
appointment,

weekly for a few hours. Lives Willes-
den. Hourly rate plus travel expenses
paid. 01-459 18109.

COOK /| HOUSEKEEPER |/ COM-
PANION wanted for middle-aged
Jewish Continental couple, NW Lon-
don area. Please phone 857 8274 or
534 3221.
: Miscellaneous

REVLON MANICURIST. Will visit
your home. Phone 01-445 2915.

PICTURES AND PRINTS of con-
tinental origin bought. Viewing and
estimates free of charge. Box 781.

WE WOULD SO LIKE to buy a
Persian carpet or rug for our home,
Can you help a private family? 01-
458 3010,

Personal
YOUNG WOMAN—age 31, 5 ft. 8
ins. tall, would like to meet gentle-
man for friendship. Finds meeting
people in London quite a problem.
Enjoys cinema, theatre, music and
reading. Please reply Box 780.

WIDOW, 70, German origin, seeks
sincere friendship, general com-
panionship, travel etc. Hampstead;

%q,lders Green area preferred. Box

INFORMATION REQUIRED
Personal Enquiries
AUFFAERBER.— Would Ilse Auf-

faerber, born in Vienna

(present
name unknown), daughter of Oskar
Auffaerber, contact her aunt, Grete
Auffaerber, Tel. 01-485 0449.

anything about her, please contact
Gertrude Gruber (née Arnold,) 735
Pelham Parkway North, Bronx, NY
10467, USA.

MADE-TO-MEAS
Double knit Jersey wool and washable
drip-dry coats, sulte, Wouser-sults and
dresses. Outsize our speciality. From
£8-00 Inclusive materisl. Also sustomens’
own material made up.

'Phone: 01-459 5817
Mre L. Rudoifer

R. & G. w5TiiliioNs) LTD.

199b Belsize Road, N.W.8
624 2646/328 2648

Members: E.C.A.
N.I.C.E.l.C.

Mr. CHARLES
CAR SERVICE
959 2541

SILK-LINED MOHAIR COATS

(26 ozs. approx.) ldeal for
travel, evening and day
wear. Light and warm, 14
styles approx. 10 colours.
From £106.50 Sketches and
qlcolour cards on request.

Sutin Couture
45 Westbury Road, London
N12 7PB

To ses these coats, telephon®
01-445 4900 for an appointment

e
—

SECOND-HAND FURNITURE AND

ALL HOUSEHOLD 500DS BOUGHT
TOP PRICES GIVEN

E.C.S. Company
01-440 0213

—
__.—n—'—"'-"

“ GERMAN BOOKS
BOUGHT
An, Literature; Topography:
generally pre-war non classioal
B. HARRISON,

Rosslyn Hill Bookshop,
62 Rosslyn HIll, NW.3
Tel.: 01-794 3180
__._-_._._.'-l-
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Letters to the Editor

_OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

Sir,—The report about the Oberammergau
Passion Play (AJR Information, June 1979) re-
Quires a comment. The money and effort spent in
More than half a dozen visits to Oberammergau
and Munich by American Jewish representatives

s been wasted. There is no doubt that the

oque Rosner play is vastly superior to the
Fomantic Daisenberger play, both artistically and
8s far as Jewish interests are concerned. But the
Dmsenberger play is longer and keeps the guests
One day longer in the village. That fact cannot be
changed by revision in the text and by appeals to
the Cardinal. The situation might have been in-
lenced by a musical addition to the play or the
Promise of assistance in a world-wide propaganda
or the older play. Whether measures of this kind
Could have been suggested by Jewish organisations
IS open to question. What has been done was
Counter-productive.

WERNER J. CAHNMAN

gf—?l Yellowstone Boulevard,
Orest Hills, NY 11375.

T

THE LATE EDUARD ROSENBAUM

Sir—It was with deep regret that 1 saw in your
July issue the news that Eduard Rosenbaum had
passed away. He was one of the kindest, the most
generous, the most civilised and also one of the
wittiest human beings I have ever known. For
many years I saw him practically every day at the
London School of Economics—a few words with
him were always a refreshing privilege.

Here is a small example of his very personal
style of inventive humour: One day he asked me
at lunch whether I had read a particular book,
and I said 1 had reviewed it. Rosenbaum: “I did
not ask you whether you had reviewed the book,
but whether you had read it. Lichtenberg says that
one does not have to read a book in order to
review it, but that the fact that one is reviewing it
is not a sufficient reason for not reading it."” That
evening I tried to look this up in a Lichtenberg
collection 1 happen to possess and did not find it.
Next day I mentioned this to Rosenbaum. His
answer: “Who knows, maybe it isn't Lichtenberg,
but couldn’t it be?”’ He had—on the spur of the
moment—made up an epigram in the perfect and
unmistakable style of Lichtenberg himself.

He had many friends, and he will be greatly
missed.

(Prof. Sir) OTTO KAHN-FREUND
At the moment of going to press, news has reached us
that Sir Otto has suddenly died. An obituary will be
published next month.)

i1

HONOURS FOR SIR HANS L. KORNBERG

Within the space of seven days, Sir Hans Korn-
berg, Professor of Biochemistry at Cambridge
University, was recently awarded three Honorary
Doctorates (from Leicester, Sheffield and Essex
Universities). We extend our sincerest congratu-
lations to Sir Hans on this rare sequence of well
deserved honours,

LEO BAECK HOUSE COMES OF AGE

On Sunday August 5, the sun shone brightly
on Leo Baeck House by special order to help the
residents, staff and all their families and relations
celebrate the 21st Birthday of the Home. Prep-
arations were made long before the event and the
tea, provided by Matron and her staff, the music
provided by Mr. Streat and the stalls of goodies
provided by many generous people all combined
to make the occasion an outstanding success.
Indeed, so many lovely gifts were made in money
and in kind that a total of about £1,500 was
raised. This money, which will be used entirely
for the benefit of the residents of the Home, was
far in excess of anything anticipated. Grateful
thanks are due to all who worked and gave for
the occasion. Perhaps as important as the money
was the lovely day which will remain in pleasur-
able memory for a long, long time.

2  HOTEL

01-458 3331/2 & 01-455 8175

[——

CROFT COURT

“In our hotel you are a personality—not just a room number”
RAVENSCROFT AVE., GOLDERS GREEN,

Centrally heated throughout. Some rooms with private bath
& wc. Beautiful garden. Sun Terrace. Children welcomed.

o3 wanted

LONDON, N.W.11

BOOKS OF JEWISH
& GENERAL INTEREST

E.M.S. BOOKS
Mrs. E. M. Schiff
223 Salmon Street
London, NW9 8ND Tel: 205 2906

THE CLIVE HOTEL
IN HAMPSTEAD

offers luxury accommodation

All rooms with private bath/
shower, colour T.V., trouser
presses etc. Excellent

Conference facilities, lounge
and bar. Restaurant open to

———

DAWSON HOUSE HOTEL

HOUSE

BELSIZE SQUARE GUEST

non-residents. Kosher meals

available on request (residents

only). Easy access to West End
and City. Car Park plus no

THE DORICE

Continental Cuisine—Licensed

169a Finchley Road, N.W.3
(624 6301)

PARTIES CATERED FOR
—_—

® Froe Street Parking in front of the Hote!
® Full Central Heating ® Free Laundry
® Free Dutch-Style Continental Breakfast
72 CANFIELD GARDENS
mear Underground Sta. Finchley Road,
LONDON, N.W.6.
Tel: 01-824 0079

24 BELSIZE SQUARE, N.W.a3
Tet 01-794 4307 or 01-435 2587

MODERN  SELF-CATERING MOLIDAY
ROOMS, RESIDENTY HOUSEXEEPER
MODERATE TERMS.

NEAR SWISS COTTAGE STATION

parking restrictions in the area.

Phone: 01-586 2233 Telex: 22759
PRIMROSE HILL ROAD,
LONDON, NW3 3NA

—

"WOODSTOCK LODGE"
40 Shoot-up Hill

London, NW2
* Well furnished single and
ouble rooms.

* High standard of care.
* Family atmosphere.
* SRN.s in attendance.

Please telephone Matron for
details 01-452 6201

—_—

HAMPSTEAD HOUSE

12 Lyndhurst Gardens, N.W.3

for the elderly, retired and slightly
handicapped. Luxurious accom-
modation, central heating through-
out. H/c In all rooms, lift to all
floors, colour TV, lounge and
comfortable dining room, pleasant
gardens. Kosher food. Modest
terms. Enquiries:

01-452 9768 or 01-794 6037

COLDWELL RESIDENTIAL
HOTEL

DIETS AND NURSING
SERVICES AVAILABLE

Lovely Large Terrace & Gardens
Very Quiet Position.

North Finchley, near Woodhouse
Grammar School.

MRS. COLDWELL

11 Fenstanton Avenue,
London, N.12
Tel.: 01-445 0061

MAPESBURY LODGE

(Licensed by the Borough of Brent)

for the elderly, convalescent and
partly incapacitated.

Lift to all floors.
Luxurious double and single
rooms. TV, h/c, central heating in
all rooms. Private telephones, etc.
Excellent kosher cuisine. Colour
TV lounge. Cultivated gardens.
Full 24-hour nursing care.

Please telephone sister-in-
charge, 450 4972 i

Mapesbury Road, NW.2

“AVENUE LODGE”

Licanseg by the London Borough of
Barnet)

Golders Green, N.W.11

NORTH.weST LONDON'S EXCLUSIVE
HOME FOR THE ELDERLY AND

* Luxuriouy
mhlopb::nn?l. and double rooms

*""‘M!”w rooms with bathroom en

: Lounge with colour TV.
Kosher cuisine.

* Lovely gardens—easy parking.

" * Day ang night nursing.

a...___""‘ Islephone the Matron, 01-455 0800

GROSVENOR NURSING HOME
Licensed by the Borough of Camden

Luxurious and comfortable home.
Retired, post-operative, convales-
cent and medical patients cared
for. Long or short term stays.
Under supervision both day and
night by a qualified nursing team.
Well furnished single or double
rooms. Lift to all floors. A spaci-
ous colour TV lounge and dining
room, excellent kosher cuisine.

Please telephone Matron for full
detalls. 01-203 2692/01-452 0515
85-87 Fordwych Road, N.W.2.

THURLOW LODGE

for the elderly, retired and slightly
handicapped. Luxurious accom-
modation. Centrally heated, hot
and cold water in all rooms, lift
to all floors, colour television
lounge and comfortable dining
room, kosher cuisine. Pleasant
gardens. Resident S.R.N. in atten-
dance. 24 hours supervision.
Single rooms — moderate terms.

Ring for appointment:
01-794 7305 or 01-452 9768
11-12 Thurlow Road,
London, N.W.3.

DENTAL REPAIR CLINIC
DENTURES REPAIRED
(WHILE YOU WAIT)

1 TRANSEPT ST., LONDON, NW1
(5 doors from Edgware Road Met
Station in Chapel Street)
(1st corner from Marks & Spencer
Edgware Road)

01-723 6558
Man spricht Deutsch
On parle Francals
Beszélink Magyarul
Wy spreken Hollandsh
We also speak English
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THEATRE AND CULTURE

Is the German Theatre doing well? By all
accounts it is not. If it were not for the ubiquitous
subscription system, actors would often play to
half-empty houses, and the British method of
coach firms taking groups from villages to
towns, as well as arranging special afternoon
trips for children and pensioners, has been
adopted in many parts of Germany. Advertise-
ments are signs of the times: conscious of today’s
sensation-secking audiences, one Frankfurt theatre
calls itself “schlechtestes Theater der Welt”, and
another theatre (also in Frankfurt) exploits the
Germans' love of their nostalgic past, by staging
a revue with all the revue features of the glorious
“Berlin 1930 days.

Austrian Tit-Bits. In honour of the celebrated
Austrian comedian Hans Moser (1880-1964),
Schloss Scharnstein in Upper Aupstria has
arranged an exhibition which includes photo-
graphs, film titles, texts and statistic features con-
cerning this unique artist, an exhibition which
will be open until October 14.—A Film Festival
held at Vienna's “Urania” under the heading “The
best films of the world” gave top ranking to
Germany’s “Kabinett des Dr. Caligari”, produced
in 1920 with Conrad Veidt, Werner Krauss and
Lil Dagover, as well as René Claire’s “Sous les
toits de Paris” (1930).

Operefta—50 years ago. Autumn 1929 saw the
start of the richest operetta season ever known
when every composer of rank provided lasting
successes. Paul Abraham showed his great talent
with his first major work “Viktoria und ihr
Husar”, Franz Lehar premiered “Schiin ist die
Welt”, Ralph Benatzky enriched the scene with
“Meine Schwester und ich”, while also con-
tributing to Robert Stolz “White Horse Inn”
which was soon to become a world sensation.

Kalman's very melodious “Veilchen vom Mont-
martre” (today regrettably neglected) did not quite
equal his “Gypsy Princess” and “Countess
Maritza”, and disappeared, possibly only because
of the glut of works appearing during that season
when in Britain Noel Coward’s most acclaimed
musical “Bitter Sweet” presented a worthy
counterpart to Continental operetta. It ran to
nearly 700 performances, and its top hit tune
“T'll see you again” became an international
evergreen.
The Kurt Tucholsky Biography “Biography of
a good German” is a book by Gerhard Zwerenz,
published by Bertelsmann, Munich. Zwerenz, an
author who escaped from Eastern Germany, leaves
little doubt how to value a *good German”. He
describes Tucholsky, the pacifist and anti-
militarist whose life belonged to the theatre only
to a minor degree although he worked for cabaret,
and is—together with Walter Hasenclever—co-
-author of “Christoph Columbus”. His work for
Weltbuehne (1918-1932), and, above all, his
sarcastic criticisms made him a much-discussed,
not necessarily universally beloved personality.
S.B.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY Dr. ISAAC LEVY

Under the heading “Now I can tell” the Rev.
Dr. Isaac Levy, OBE, who was the guest speaker
at this year’s AJR General Meeting, has written
his biography covering the war years, 1941-1944,
when he served as the Senior Jewish Chaplain to
HM Forces in the Middle East. The book (£4.00
incl. postage) is issued privately in a limited
edition by the Friends of Israel Educational
Trust. Copies, signed by the author, with remit-
tance payable to FOI Consultants Ltd. may be
ordered from: Ms. Joyce Grossmark, 7 Courtley
Gardens, London, NW.11.
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TIME AND MOVEMENT

A climb up the steep stairs to the present
exhibition at Annely Juda Fine Art, 11 Tottet
ham Mews, W.1, is well worth the effort if only
to see works by Lazlo Moholy-Nagy and Piel
Mondrian. These are the giants of this outstanding
display, but there are also good works by le'l,!c";
Vantongerloo, Theo van Doesburg, Friedrl
Vordemberge-Gildewart and others who “’“‘i
associated with the De Stijl movement. As is usud
with Annely Juda, the catalogue is both inform-
ative and superbly produced.

Our old friend Herry Mathews who recently
had an exhibition in Harrow, is now going 0
have a One Man Show from September 21 10
October 19 in Berlin at the Heimatmuseum
Schéneberg. 5

A Catalogue Raisonné of the etchings of Erich
Wolfsfeld has been published and is on sale at the
Belgrave Gallery, 17 Motcomb Street, London.
S.W.1, Tel.: 01-235 0066 (£9.00 hardback, £6.00
paperback). This is the first comprehensive cald
logue of the work of an important German
Jewish artist who settled in England. It is a first-
class, scholarly publication.
Alice Schwab.

FRIDOLIN FRIEDMANN REMEMBERED

Friends and relatives of the educationist DI
Fridolin Friedmann, who died in London lId‘
October 1976 at the age of 79, have contributé
to a 40-page illustrated symposium published 17
his memory. Dr. Friedmann held various teach*
ing positions, among them at the Landschulheim
Caputh and the Oberschule of the Berlin Jewis:
Community and in this country Carmel Collcg&
After the end of the war, he also took charge ©
reception centres for children who had survivé
the Nazi concentration camps, His erudition ant
above all, his strong and amiable personality ar¢
reflected in the contributions to the bookleh
copies of which (£1.00 plus postage) may i
obtained from the editor, Mr. George Mandeb
The Old Stores, Combe, Oxford OX7 2NG.

22 Connaught Street, London, W2
Tel.: 01-723 9394

—_— -

YOUR FIGURE PROBLEMS
SOLVED

. » - by a visit to our Salon where

ready-to-wear foundafions are

expertly fitted and altered i
required.

Newest styles in Swim-
& Beachwear & Hosiery

Mme H. LIEBERG

871 Finchley Rd., Golders Green,
| N.W.11 (next to Post Office)
01-455 8673

—_——

LUGGAGE
HANDBAGS, UMBRELLAS AND
ALL LEATHER GOODS
TRAVEL GOODS
H. FUCHS
267 West End Lane, N.W.B

Phone 435 2602

 ORIENTAL

Buecher in deutscher
Sprache kauft

Postfach 246, D-1 Berlin 37
Ich bitte um detalllierte Angabenl

Die Buecher werden abgeholt!
Keine Transportprobleme.
Bezahlung bestens und umgehend! \
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RUGS &
KELIMS

BOUGHT — SOLD
EXCHANGED
Stalls outside
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A. W. Mytze
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Arnold R
Horwell Limited

LABORATORY & CLINICAL SUPPLIES
2 GRANGEWAY, KILEURN HIGH ROAD, LONDON, NW6 2BP
TELEPHONE: O1-328 1551

-
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ANTIQUE
Aﬁ‘.’,“g{.’,‘éﬁ?s HIGHES_IMPRICES
Gentl ‘s cast-off Clothi
BOUGHT WE GO # A.HNY‘W?-IERE. ANY TIME
Good prices given S. DIENSTAG
PETER BENTLEY ¢ (01-272 4484)
ANTIQUES

B—

—

Homes: 01-624 9098/7, Empl
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