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A KEY TO MANY MANSIONS 

Bringing German Jewish Past to Life 

Yes', Ihe young man said, T know that he was an 
"nportant poel, and a travel writer and journalist, 
and a radical in his time. I know that he is still a 
controversial figure, and even now attempts to put 
up statues to him produce arguments and endless 
trouble, but what is so special about him when 
*hat I am after is the search for roots—to fill in 
the background. . . .?' 

'Weir, I replied, 'here is your answer". And I 
held up the dark blue book, for all its bulk 
somehow light in the hand, perhaps from sheer 
fcadability; a case where clear, transparent prose 
not only sheds light but becomes light. 

The author has had a very fruitful idea. What 
t^rofessor S. S. Prawer has done is to assemble and 
examine all of Heine's Jewish characters, real, 
"nagined and in-between, following Iheir develop-
ficni from ihcir earliest appearance in his work to 
"e very end, and drawing on all the surrounding 

"latcrial from letters, diaries, memoirs and outside 
accounts. He calls this Heine's Jewish Comedy 
[Clarendon Press. Oxford: O.U.P.), using Ihc word 
comedy' in Dante's and Balzac's sense: the por-
fayal of a world, of a panorama of human life. 

tHeine loved Dante and he knew Balzac, who 
ded icated a story to him.) 

the 
had 

^ people demands its history from the hand of 
poet rather than that of the historian', Heine 
written. 'History is not falsified by the poets. Lithograph of the Old Synagogue in Frankfurt 

Volunteers Needed Now 
Contact Mrs. Matus at 01-624 4449 

ALL IVIEIVIBERS AND 
FRIENDS OF THE AJR 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE! 
You Will Be Welcome 

The Association of Jewish Refugees 
in Great Britain 

Gives notice that the Annual General 
Meeting will take place on Thursday, 
12 July 1984 at 7.45 p.m. at Hannah 
Karminski House, 9 Adamson Road, 
Swiss Cottage, London, N.W.3. 
The Meeting will be combined with a 
Meeting of the Board and we look for­
ward to an exceptionally good atten­
dance at this very important event. 

They faithfully convey its meaning even when they 
invent figures and incidents.' And whal a gallery 
Ihcy arc: pedlars, old clothes men, pawnbrokers, 
shopkeepers, brokers and speculators, bankers, 
scholars, rabbis, cantors and beadles, doctors and 
lawyers and actors, students, poets, painters, musi­
cians, journalists, society hostesses and so many 
others. 

Prof. Prawer begins by showing how much we 
can learn from the case of Heine's friend Eduard 
Gans, who was born in the same year as Heine 
(1797), had been Hegel's student and later editor, 
studied law (like Heine too) and hoped to take 
advantage ofthe growing tolerance in Germany lo 
become an academic. Heine writes about Gans 

continued on p. 2 

Don't miss: 

AN IMPORTANT DATE 
Sunday, October 21 

Please keep this date free for the Self Aid 
Concert at 3 p.m. in the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall. 
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A KEY TO MANY MANSIONS 
with humour and affection, but also with cutting 
satire—his loud and booming voice, his clumsiness 
and gaucherie, his pedantic mania for quoting 
scholarly sources in ordinary conversation. They 
had both been members of the Society for the 
Culture and Science ofthe Jews (Verein fiir Cultur 
und Wissenschaft der Juden), with, among others, 
Leopold Zunz. The Society's aims were to spread 
modern science and scholarship among the Jews to 
enable them to take their place in German society 
when they gained full civil rights, to study Jewish 
cultural achievement in all fields in order to extract 
the Jewish contribution throughout the ages, and 
to inform Jews and Gentiles of these studies so 
that the Jews would understand the essence of 
their own culture and the Gentiles would learn of 
the Jewish contribution to world culture. 

The Society had an education section in which 
Heine lectured on German history and institutions 
to young Jews from the Polish provinces. The 
Society did not last long, for lack of members and 
of financial support, but, as is well known, Zunz 
Went on to establish Jewish studies as a great 
scholarly discipline which spread all over the 
western world. Heine had a fair knowledge of 
tnatters Jewish, and liked to use bits of Hebrew in 
letters all his life, but there were considerable 
lacunae and he was often sloppy with facts. He did 
read a good deal in preparation for writing his 
novel "The Rabbi of Bacherach'. 

His own conflicts 

However, there was a simpler reason for the 
dissolution of the Society: most of its members 
Went on to be baptised, the only way they could 
get entry to government-controlled positions. As 
Cans put it, 'If the state is so stupid as to forbid me 
to serve it in a capacity which suits my particular 
talents unless I profess something I do not 
believe—and something which the responsible 
t^inister knows I do not believe: all right then, it 
Snail have its wish." Gans became Professor of Law 
•tt Berlin University. Heine was caustic in many 
Ways about Gans's baptism, but Prof. Prawer 
presses the irony of the fact that this was after 
Heine's own baptism in 1825, for similar reasons, 
though Heine called it 'the ticket to European 
culture'. 

The author's wholly convincing point is that in 
satirising Gans Heine was really working out his 
°wn conflicts and self-disdain. "Do you think', he 
l^rote in a letter, "that the cause of my brethren is 
ess dear to me than before? Then you are mightily 
"t'staken . . . "May my right hand wither if ever I 

•̂•get thee, Yerushalaim'". To the same corre-
.'**'"'|^nt (Moser) he wrote exactly a year before 
j ^ °ecame, nominally, a Protestant, 'The spirit of 
hM^^ history reveals itself to me more and more 
• ) ' and this spiritual armour will be very useful 
^ times to come.' 'Beneath my dignity, and a stain 
j " '"y honour' he called it, but he was baptised in 

ne 1825. His cousin Hermann Schiff reports that 
5,"^" he visited Heine in 1827 at a time of great 
^J^ss, and asked him how he was, Heine replied 

en Meschumodim soil zu Mute sein wie mir (All 
I^Postates should feel as wretched as I do!). In 1826 

""•ote to Moser; 'I am now hated by Christian 

and Jew. . . Isn't it absurd, I am no sooner baptised 
than I am abused as a Jew.' Heine fully understood 
the logic of that process. 

In that same year of 1827 Heine visited England 
and saw Edmund Kean as Shylock, an experience 
on which he based his brilliant interpretation of 
the Merchant in Lewald's 'Theatre Review' and in 
'Shakespeare's Girls and Women'. He was im­
pressed by a speech made (in a debate on Catholic 
emancipation in the Commons) by the MP 
Thomas Spring-Rice in which he discussed civil 
rights for Jews, and in listing the absurd reasons 
used in the past for excluding Jews from these 
rights, provoked loud laughter in the House. 
Heine translated the speech from Hansard and 
printed it afterwards to highlight the fact that 
those same absurd reasons, laughed at in England, 
were still being used in Germany in the late thirties 
ofhis century (though he knew that no unbaptised 
Jew could take a seat in the Commons until the 

resos). 

Prophetic insights 

In his sombre moods Heine was capable of some 
remarkably prophetic insights, when he foresaw 
that the decline of religion would unleash a mon­
strously destructive pagan fury in Germany, or the 
famous passage from the play 'Almansor': 'where 
they burn books/They will, in the end, burn people 
too.' 

We can be grateful indeed to have Prof. 
Prawer's broad and lively panorama, for his coher­
ent and revealing picture of the German Jewish 
past at a crucial moment of its emergence into the 
modern world, yet with problems and concerns 
that still interest and affect us: for example, while 
baptism is a dead issue, assimilation is certainly 
alive and kicking. 

Prof. Prawer writes that he hopes to have shown 
that Heine 'was indeed a Jew at heart, as he was 
also a German and a European; and that much of 
the fascination exerted by his many portraits and 
caricatures of Jews and Judaism is due to the 
interplay of these identities, and the conflicts to 
which it occasionally gave rise. Heine felt these 

'conflicts as keenly as his most sensitive contem­
poraries; and his poet's ability to express them, to 
externalise them in verbal portraits and cartoons, 
makes his work uniquely valuable as a contribu­
tion to intellectual and spiritual history . . . He 
shows himself a poet-historian who can give us 
insights into a past age that we would otherwise 
have lacked; who enables us to re-experience past 
feelings, attitudes and opinions while reminding 
us, at the same time, of our own conflicts, our own 
dilTiculties, our own failings, and our own ability 
to rise above all these through laughter, through 
indignation, not suppressed but given free vent, 
and through the pleasure we may take in a gifted 
poet's pain or distorted—but always recog­
nisable—portrayal of fallible humanity.' 

All this Prof. Prawer has indeed shown, clearly 
and majestically, riveting our attention on Heine's 
world for hours of absorbed and exhilarating 
reading. The book is a key to many mansions of 
the German Jewish world in its formative stages. 

We are left with one problem if we want the 

book to have the readership it needs and deserves. 
The publishers have put an exorbitant price on it: 
£40. So, it can only be had, for most mortals, from 
the library. Or perhaps the publishers will grasp 
that this is no ordinary scholarly book, despite its 
841 pages, and that it could in paperback reach a 
fair audience both here and above all in America, 
where this great treasure of a book will fill a real 
need. Let us hope so. 

For the young man of our opening paragraph, 
inheritor of the German Jewish tradition, here is 
his past (as complex as his present) on a most 
elegant platter: a master entertainer presented con 
brio by a master scholar. 

•t= 3BE 3mt= BBtB 3BG SB 

ROTHENBURG GARDEN 

A plaque in a little garden adjacent to one of the 
main streets in Rothenburg-ob-der-Tauber in 
West Germany reads: 

Judentanzhaus 
Erbaut 1613-Abgebrannt 1945 
Wieder Aufgebaut 1953 

Rabbi 
Meir Ben Baruch 
Gartchen 

Rabbi Meir Ben Baruch war der 
Bedeutendste Talmudgelehrte seiner Zeit. 
Er wirkte von 1245-1286 in Rothenburg o. 

Tauber Begraben zu Worms 
The German word used for garden is "Gar-

Ichen" which is Ihe diminutive form and has an 
endearing implication. In front of the house on 
which the plaque was fixed was a well-kept lawn, 
bounded on Ihe second side by another house, on 
the third, alongside the street, by a wooden fence 
and hedge, in which there was a tiny gate, and on 
the fourth by a stone wall aboul 1.5 m high. The 
area of the garden was aboul 10m x 5m. In Ihe 
wall were set about 8 grave-slones which had 
Hebrew inscriptions, many of which ended with 
three alephs. 

The road which ran on the other side of Ihe wall 
was called Judengasse. It was about i km long, bul 
the only manifestation of anything Jewish were 
Iwo similar grave-stones set into the outside wall 
of a small hotel, called 'Gasthaus zum Schwarzen 
Adler'. The man in charge said that when he took 
the hotel over (he looked about 40 years old) the 
stones were already there. Its foundation year was 
given as 1784. 

The Jewish cemetery, from which the stones 
presumably came, was at the north part of the 
town near the city wall, which completely encircles 
Ihe town. It is now a car-park. 

Cecil Roth's Standard Jewish Encyclopaedia 
(1962) says thai Jewish residence began in the 
latter pari of the I2lh century. Between then and 
1520 the community in turn flourished or was 
massacred or expelled. Rabbi Meir Ben Baruch's 
sojourn there is mentioned. A new community 
established itself in 1870, but was not refounded 
after the recent war. 

The rebuilding of the stone wall, Ihe care of the 
little garden and preservation of the plaque are 
obviously carried out wilh love and devotion and 
all ihe current guide-books mention the Jewish 
connection with pride. 

R. O. LEAVOR 
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HOME NEWS 

( > 

SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE'S 
BICENTENARY 

The passing of two hundred years since the birth of 
Sir Moses Montefiore will be marked on July 1st 
by the opening of an exhibition at Enfield devoted 
to his life and works. The ceremony will be 
performed by Greville Janner, MP, honouring his 
predecessor in the post of President of the Board 
of Deputies. Organising the exhibition is a com­
mittee of the Jewish Historical Society of England. 
After closing in September 1984, the exhibition 
will travel to Yeshiva University Museum, New 
York. 

NOW IN ENGLISH 
Exile in Greal Britain, edited by G. Hirschfeld, has 
just been published in English by Berg Publishers 
at £19.50. The German version (published by 
Klett-Colta) was reviewed on the front page of our 
May issue. 

HOLOCAUST VICTIMS 
REMEMBERED 

Holocaust Memorial Day was marked by cere­
monies at the memorial placed last year in Hyde 
Park, attended by many members of the Anglo-
Jewish community. Wreaths were laid and the 
victims remembered in c common tribute. 

STAINED GLASS AT MILL HILL 
The artist Roman Halter was present in Mill Hill 
Synagogue recently when two stained glass panels 
Created by him were consecrated. Himself a 
Polish survivor of the Holocaust, Mr. Halter 
explained to the congregation the symbolism ofhis 
work, representing the transition from the 
Holocaust to the State of Israel. The panels were 
commissioned by four families in the Mill Hill 
congregation. 

THEFT FROM JEWISH MUSEUM 
•nsurance premiums are so high that the Jewish 
Museum in London is unable to insure any of 
'ts numerous treasures. Recently the museum 
authorities had cause to regret this fact, since a 
"legila scroll of the Book of Esther valued at 
••150,000 was stolen from Ihe collection. The 
"^sg'la, almost 400 years old and enclosed in a 
silver-gilt case engraved wilh scenes from ihc Book 
O'Esther, was made in Germany and presented by 
Lord Bearstead and the National Arts Collection 
Pund in 1939. It is easily one of the most valuable 
"hjects in the museum. This is the first loss by theft 
'hat the Jewish Museum has suffered since it was 
opened in 1932. 

Annely Juda Fine Art 
1' Tottenham Mews, London W1P9PJ 

01-637 5517/8 
CONTEMPORARY PAINTING 

. . AND SCULPTURE 
•^on-Fri: 10 am-6 pm Sat: 10 am-1 pm 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday, 26 August 1984 
The Garden Party 

at Heinrich Stahl House 
The Bishop's Avenue, N.'2 

BRITISH-ISRAELI LINKS 
After 20 years as the Anglo-Israel Friendship 
League, the movement has decided to change its 
title to Friends of Israel Association. Another 
linking body, the British-Israel Numismatic 
Association, has recently been formed at the sug­
gestion of Sir Geoffrey Finsberg and Michael 
Latham, both MPs. 

QUILTER'S WORK FOR LODGE 
After B'nai B'rith First Women's Lodge circulated 
a questionnaire designed to reveal members' spe­
cial talents, they discovered that Mrs. Ilse Strauss 
was a founder-member of the London Quilters' 
Guild. Her expertise, backed by former Lodge 
president Ruth Stern, led to the foundation of a 
sewing group which has now produced a Lodge 
cloth for use on special occasions. Mrs. Strauss, 
who receives many commissions for her exquisite 
work, was self-taught and, she says, "learnt from 
her mistakes". 

MAIL ORDER CLASHES WITH 
BOYCOTT 

The mail order firm of Freemans has run into a 
storm afler supplying its representative in the 
United Arab Emirates with bras made in Israel. 
Identical products are made in Britain, Hong 
Kong and Israel and the company believed it was 
exporting the Hong Kong variety to the UAE. But 
after an Arab women complained lo an Abu 
Dhabi newspaper, Freemans were attacked in the 
press for "misdeclaration". The company is to 
apologise to the UAE. 

SYNAGOGUE IN FLAMES 
Arson, according lo police reports, was re­
sponsible for the fire a few weeks ago at the 
Central North Manchester Synagogue, Salford. 
Paper was piled up in the building and set ablaze, 
leading lo considerable damage. Fortunately, a 
passer-by noticed what was happening and called 
the fire brigade at an early stage. 

COME TO THE 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

ON 12 JULY 

to help make this year's 
vital decisions. 

Details on front page. 

VIRULENT VERSE 
A prize-winning poet, Peter Reading, has vigor­
ously defended himself against charges of anti­
semitism after publication of his poem "Cub" in 
the "Times Literary Supplement". The work, sup­
posed to represent the thoughts of a journalist in 
Beirut, describes the death of a boy who has fired 
on an Israeli jeep: 

"As from a colander, into the pavement 
streamed the juices / of the assailant, a slight 
soldier homunculus. Well / nobody looks for a 
motive from these Old Testament shitters— 
thick hate is still in the genes. / 
I learned the boy was aged twelve." 

In a "Times" article. Dr. Roger Scruton writes: 
" . . . the meaning of those last two lines seems 
clear. The Israelis (for who else could be 
referred to?) are the 'Old Testament shitlers' 
and thick hatred . . . is still in their genes . . . 
Moreover, since clearly the duty of such 
vermin is to be fired on and patiently accept 
their extinction, they had no motive to 
retaliate. 
To associate the Jewish religion, first with 
excrement . . . and then with a hatred that is 
genetically determined—what is this if not 
antisemitism in its pure unreconstructed 
form?" 

Mr. Reading has said that Dr. Scruton's article 
is "an alarmist and reactionary piece of bunkum, a 
hysterical and ill-informed response". His words, 
he declared, were not intended to be political. The 
editor of the TLS has also said that his journal 
would not have printed the work if it had been 
antisemitic. Since then other letters have appeared 
in "The Times" and the TLS both for and against 
the charge of antisemilism. 

BRIGHTON'S JEWISH HISTORY 
The largest Jewish-Gentile gathering ever to meet 
at Brighton's century-old Middle Street synagogue 
recently attended an "open house" there. The 
evening included a talk by Rabbi Bernard Susser 
on Judaism and an outline of the synagogue's 
history by Mr. David Spector, as well as a 
programme of psalms and liturgical music. 

DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR 
S. S. Prawer, whose latest book is the subject ofthe 
front-page article, is Taylor Professor of German 
Language and Literature, and Fellow of The 
Queen's College, Oxford. He was born in Cologne 
and came to Britain in 1939 at the age of 14. He is 
a member of ihe AJR and the Committee of the 
Leo Baeck Institute. He received the Goethe Medal 
in 1973, and is widely regarded and admired as 
a leading authority in the field of comparative 
literature. His sister, Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, is the 
well-known novelist and film scenarist, whose 
most recent film, taken from her novel of the same 
name, is 'Heat and Dust'. 

BELSIZE SQUARE S V N A G O G U E 
51 Belsize Square, London, N.W.S 
Our communal hall is available for cultural 
and social functions. For details apply to: 

Secretary, Synagogue Office. 
Tel: 01 -794 3949 
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MY FRIEND WILFRID ISRAEL 

I met Wilfrid Israel for the first time in 1927. That 
was the year when Habimah, the Hebrew National 
Theatre, toured Berlin, leaving a deep impression 
on the local community. Both of us were conscious 
of our "Jewishness" and proud of our origins. 
However, with a similar background of an as­
similated. Western upbringing, we still had lo 
discover the living proof of our Jewish roots. We 
were, in fact, still searching, if unconsciously 
perhaps, for the Jewish heritage within us. The 
encounter with Habimah was much more for us 
than a theatrical event. We felt that they had given 
us an opening into a world which, even without 
knowing its language, revealed a basic part of our 
hidden identity. 

I believe it was the sharing of this spiritual 
experience which started our life-long friendship. 
When it became obvious that without financial 
support Habimah had no future, we joined forces 
to save its existence, attempts which enabled them 
to continue their work in Europe al least for 
another few years, fulfilling their cultural role with 
artistic brilliance, before finally settling in 
Palestine. 

Another strong link was forged through our 
mutual friend and his work: Dr, Siegfried 
Lehmann, later to be the director of the youth 
village Ben Shemen. I had been greatly impressed 
by his personality as an educator and was happy to 
assisi him wilh his work for orphaned Jewish 
children in Kovno, Wilfrid was one ofhis intimate 
friends and collaborators in his Zionist youth 
work in the early days, when Lehmann, as a young 
doctor, had founded the Juedische Volksheim in 
Berlin. Here Wilfrid had been deeply influenced by 
lectures on Eastern Europe and Zionism. After the 
advent of Hiller which sparked off the immediate 
•"e-orientalion of the Jewish community towards 
all aspects of emigration, it was only natural that 
Our relationship should become even closer. 
Wilfrid and I had both worked with the Hilfs-
^erein, the organisation geared to social work 
among the disadvantaged "Ostjuedische" com­

munity, most of them immigrants from Russia and 
Poland. This experience helped us lo combine that 
framework with the tasks now facing the commun­
ity at large. 

Casting back my mind to this period of our 
activities, the image of another exceptional man 
emerges: Dr. Ludwig Tietz, a congenial friend of 
Wilfrid's who, long before 1933, had been al the 
helm of Jewish youth work in Germany. He, like 
ourselves, came from a liberal background and his 
approach lo ihe task al hand meshed easily wilh 
our views and understanding of the situation The 
three of us were equally involved in the formation 
of the Reichsverlretung. Although each of us had 
his individual assignments, daily personal contact 
between us resulting in the co-ordination of efforts 
and plans developed into a firm cornerstone to the 
structure of the communal effort. 

Obligation to serve 
^ 

I still remember vividly our "missionary trips" 
lo this country hoping to impress the urgency for 
rescue operations on a wider scale. Nor can 1 ever 
forget our mutual unhappiness and depression on 
our return journey from England. He realised that 
we had practically failed lo convince the poli­
ticians in the British Foreign Ofiice of the real 
dangers threatening Europe's horizons. Wilfrid's 
sensitivity—it seemed to add a sixth sense even lo 
his political vision—made him, perhaps more than 
anyone else in our circle, desperately aware of 
whal the future held. But then it was also this very 
sensitivity which essentially spurred him on lo 
fresh initiatives and to casting an even wider net 
for rescue work under his own steam. To me he 
personified the true image of the lonely aristocrat, 
motivated by an "iron obligation lo serve", as 
Naomi Shepherd so aptly characterises the major 
driving force in Wilfrid Israel's life. 

LOLA HAHN-WARBURG 

MORITZ OPPENHEIM 
The First German-Jewish Painter 

The recent exhibition at Jerusalem's Israel 
"•useum of works by the first German-Jewish 
painter, Morilz Daniel Oppenheim (1800-1882), 
ocused attention not only on his career and art, 

°tit also on highlights of German Jewish history 
aunng the last century. 

Born in the ghetto of Hanau on the threshold of 
"^ emancipation, he emerged from a ghetto 

^^'Slence into the modern world of his century to 
•"eceive the academic training of a professional 
Painter. 

ph " ° ' °"'y f^s'Sted the pressure of friends to 
ange his religion bul went his own way and 

°feame known for his paintings depicting tra-
't'onal Jewish family life, recollecting in his 
ature years early childhood impressions. 

p '^'^'" studies in Hanau, Frankfurt, Munich and 
^ns he went to Rome, where he came under the 

influence of young German artists who tried to 
revive German medieval and Italian quattrocento 
art and showed a predilection for biblical subjects. 
Some of these paintings and lithographs by 
Oppenheim were shown in Jerusalem. 

During his Roman period Oppenheim had some 
distressing anlisemilic encounters, making his am­
biguous situation even more bewildering. He also 
met the Roman Jews, who were still confined to 
the ghetto and suffered constant harassment by the 
Jesuits, who spared no effort in trying lo convert 
them. 

Bul in Italy Oppenheim also met Baron Carl 
Mayer von Rothschild, who bought three pictures, 
and this first meeting with a member of the 
Rothschild family led to their patronage which 
eventually became a major factor in his life. Over 
the years he painted three generations of 

Oppfiili^ I'eslivat of Humikkali' 

Rothschilds, acquired works of art for them, 
decorated their houses and, like a "court painter" 
depicted important events in their family history. 

The exhibition included his first genre picture on 
a Jewish subject, entitled "Return of a Jewish 
Volunteer from the Wars of Liberation lo his 
family still living in the Old Tradition". It was 
meant as a political statement and stresses Jewish 
participation in the German struggle for freedom 
from French occupation under Napoleon. The 
"Wars of Liberation", in which Jewish volunteers 
had taken part, been wounded and killed, eventu­
ally deprived the Jews of the privileges which ihey 
had enjoyed, and al the Congress of Vienna in 
1815, marking the end of the war, civil rights 
previously granted to the Frankfurt Jewish com­
munity were withdrawn, and the reactionary 
policy was re-established. 

Message understood 

Oppenheim obviously wanted this picture lo be 
a reminder of the Jewish contribution to the war, a 
debt which had nol been honoured. 

The fact that the Jews of the Grand Duchy of 
Baden chose this particular painting as a gift for 
Gabriel Riesser, a leading advocate of German 
Jewish emancipation and Vice-President of the 
National Assembly, and an eloquent defender of 
Jewish civil rights, indicates that Oppenheim's 
message was understood by his fellow Jews. 

Oppenheim's portraits include Heinrich Heine, 
Ludwig Boerne, Gabriel Riesser, Fanny Hensel-
Mendelssohn and self portraits. His frequently 
reproduced paintings of Jewish family life, some of 
which were also on display in Jerusalem include 
"Ushering in the Shabbat", "Shabbal Eve", 
"Shabbal Afternoon", "Purim", "Shavuoth", 
"The Wedding" and "Hanukkah", as well as 
"Jahrzeit", a scene from the Franco-Prussian War 
of 1870-1871. 

In his scenes from Jewish family life he conveyed 
a message to his fellow Jews expressed through his 
own life and art: that their commitments to 
modern life and society could be compatible with 
the observance of Jewish tradition, a message still 
applicable today. 

WOLF S. MATSDORF 
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NEWS FROM ABROAD 

NEW YORK PRIZE FOR WJC MAN 

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, wartime director of 
the World Jewish Congress in Geneva, has been 
awarded the Roger E. Joseph Prize ofthe Hebrew 
College and Jewish Institute of Religion. The 
prize, carrying an honorarium of $10,000 was 
presented at Temple Emanu-El, New York. Well-
known for his efforts to convince the Western 
world of the reality of the "Final Solution", Dr. 
Riegner was honoured for his services lo the 
emergent State of Israel, his help for Jews in the 
Soviet Union and in Arab countries, and his work 
in connection wilh restitution and the punishment 
of war criminals. 

US HONOURS FOR POLICEMAN 

Leader of the Dordrecht detective force during the 
Second World War, Captain Cor Pyl used his local 
knowledge lo conceal the idenlily and hiding-
places of dozens of German-Jewish refugees in 
Holland. Laler he was arrested by the Nazis and 
spent over two years in prison. 

One of the Jews protected by Captain Pyl was 
Mrs. Paula Straus, who went to live in America 
and whose son John look a holiday in Holland in 
1983. There he met his mother's rescuer and 
invited him to the USA. Now Captain Pyl has 
been presented with the ceremonial key of Cin­
cinnati, Ohio, in a ceremony organised by the 
Mayor in recognition of his wartime bravery. 

CAMDEN AUCTIONS 
Auctioneers & Valuers Ltd. 

Sales Rooms, Hoppers Road, The Green, 
Winchmore Hill, London, N21. 886 1550 

FORTNIGHTL Y AUCTIONS 
OF ANTIQUES-FURNITURE-OBJETS D'ART 

Every other Thursday, 10.30 a.m. 
Viewing Wednesday 9.30-8 p.m. 

NEXT SALES: THURSDAY 12th and 26th July 

FREE VALUATIONS. PROBATE. 
CLEARANCES. SINGLE ITEMS ACCEPTED 

FOR ADVICE AND INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT: 

Eric & Carol Levene 

WANTED TO BUY 

JEVi/ELLERY-SILVER-SILVER PLATE 
PORCELAIN - FURNITURE. PAINTINGS. 

ETC. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

The Antique Shop, 
24, The Green, N.21. 

Day: 886 0925 
Evenings: 441 0314 

Ask for Mrs. H. Freedman 

COMPLETE HOUSES CLEARED 

ITALY REMEMBERS SONCINOS 

Just 500 years have passed since the publication of 
the first book printed in Hebrew from the presses 
of the Soncino family. Originating from Speyer, 
Moyses de Spira de Alemania fled from per­
secution in the 14th century to take up residence in 
Northern Italy. He settled in Treviso as a 
moneylender and the family engaged in business in 
various Italian towns until in a later generation 
Israel Natan, now living in Soncino, ordered his 
son Shiomo lo "Make books by printing". This 
was the origin of the famous firm, known for the 
perfection of their work. The family house is still 
to be seen in the old Italian town. However, the 
Soncino family were forced lo move on, first to 
towns in Italy, then further east and finally lo 
Cairo. In 1562, the last book known to have been 
printed by them appeared in Egypt. 

In this half-millennium year, the "Friends of 
Soncino" have produced a documentary film on 
(he famous printers and are publishing a special 
commemorative book. The "Friends" hope to 
establish a permanent museum in the house where 
the Soncino printers lived and worked. 

JEWISH ROLE FOR A MUSSOLINI 

Alessandra Mussolini is the granddaughter ofthe 
late dictator of Italy, Benito Mussolini, and also a 
niece of Sophia Loren. Her career follows that of 
her aunt rather than that of her grandfather, and 
she was recently cast as a refugee in a film called 
"The Assisi Underground", dealing with the 
rescue of Jews in Franciscan convents and monas­
teries in Assisi, birthplace of St. Francis. But the 
idea that anyone bearing such a name should 
sustain a Jewish role aroused protests, and Ales­
sandra has been re-cast as a nun. 

AMSTERDAM JEWISH HISTORY 

Dutch-Jewish history is available for retrieval 
on computer by visitors to an exhibition mounted 
by the Jewish Historical Museum in the "Alle 
Waage" in Amsterdam. Under the title "De 
Mediene", the display is lo last until November 
1984. The treasure of the Portuguese Israelite 
Community in The Hague is on show, together 
with many other items illustrating the course of 
Jewish life in the Netherlands. 

INADEQUACY OF BELGIAN 
MEMORIAL 

The Auschwitz Foundation of Belgium recently 
inaugurated a memorial at the death camp site, 
intended lo commemorate the 30,000 Belgian 
citizens who died there. Immediate protests were 
voiced by the Belgian Jewish community when il 
was observed that the memorial bore no indication 
that the vast majority of these deportees were 
Jews. 

WAR CRIMINAL DIES IN CHILE 

Renewed altempls by European stales lo extradite 
Walter Rauff from Chile were forestalled by his 
recent death from cancer. Rauff, a former SS 
colonel, had been responsible for Ihe mobile gas­
sing lorries used in the massacre of Europe's Jews. 
Al the funeral, three elderly men came forward 
and gave the Nazi salute. 

DANISH SYNAGOGUE PRESERVED 

One of the oldest synagogues in Copyenhagen has 
been taken over by the local authorities. Situated 
in tumble-down premises, the furnishings and 
religious objects were in danger of total loss 
until they were "rescued". Copenhagen museum 
authorities are hoping to reconstruct the syna­
gogue as a witness lo the history of Danish Jewry. 

The Leather Street Synagogue was founded in 
1845 by Moses Levy. Always small, its member­
ship rose after the Second World War lo include 
worshippers who could not attend the Great 
Synagogue because of post-war repairs. But in 
recent years, congregation and finances have 
dwindled until only official action could be of help. 

HUNGARIAN-JEWISH REUNION 

The World Federation of Hungarian-Speaking 
Jews is to organise a major conference and reunion 
in July, marking the 40th anniversary of Nazi 
efforts lo annihilate the Jews of Hungary. Under 
the chairmanship of Professor Edward Teller, the 
conference will take place in Jerusalem from 9th to 
12lh of July. It is hoped that thousands of former 
Hungarian Jews will be reunited there. 

PORTUGUESE MARRANOS AT 
SEMINAR 

Two representatives of the Portuguese Marrano 
community—the "secret Jews" of the Iberian 
peninsula who retained their religion though 
outwardly conforming to Christianity—were 
present at a recent seminar in Lisbon. Sixty Jewish 
students attended the gathering, which discussed 
anti-Zionism as a new form of anlisemitism. 

BOOK SEIZED IN ROMANIA 

Reaction in Romania to an outbreak of antisemit­
ism has led to the confiscation of a book which 
directly attacked Chief Rabbi Moses Rosen. No 
action has been taken against the writer, nor 
against the authors of any of the recent flood of 
antisemitic articles in the press. The woman editor 
of the book of poems attacking Rabbi Rosen has 
sent a letter of apology to him, in which she 
complains that the writer was not punished, 
although she had undergone imprisonment. 

NAZIS IN HOLLAND SURRENDERED 
TO CARTOONIST 

Eight Norwegians were honoured during the 40th 
anraversary celebration of Holland's liberation 
from the Nazi occupation. Among them was 
the Jewish cartoonist "Pedro" (real name Salo 
Grenning, formerly Goldfarb). During the war, he 
escaped to the Shetland Islands and fought with 
the 52nd Lowland Division. Shortly after D-Day, 
he became separated from his regiment and came 
across a German company who offered him the 
surrender of the Nazi troops in Walcheren. 

GIFTS CARRY DUTY IN USSR 

New postal rules are being brought into effect in 
the Soviet Union, under which duly on gifts from 
abroad can no longer be paid by the senders. It is 
not clear whether copies of the regulations have 
yet been received by the British Post Office, but the 
new system will naturally bring hardship to Soviet 
citizens receiving gifts from overseas friends and 
relatives. 
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THE AJR INTERVIEW 

ACADEMIC 
PROBLEM-SHOOTER 

The tall, soft-spoken American-born and educated 
economist has been leaching at the Hebrew Uni­
versity in Jerusalem for the last thirty-five years. 
Now he is President of the university, burdened 
with the heavy task of keeping his famous in­
stitution afloat in the economic gales of 300 per 
cent inflation. Alas, Professor Don Patinkin has 
no direct influence on how the Israeli economy is 
run, and he can only fight for the integrity of a 
University, which, since its foundation almost sixty 
years ago, has achieved world rank in many fields. 
Don Patinkin was in Britain on an emergency 
drive to help shore up the Hebrew University 
against the cuts of six and then a further threaten­
ed ten per cent. 

Prof. Don Pal ink in 

All the universities of the western world were 
going through hard times as a result of the world­
wide recession. Prof. Palinkin explained, bul the 
Hebrew University was particularly hard hit 
because of ils structure. It is wholely financed by 
the stale, and the income from tuition fees is 
ntmimal. 'Praclicals'—laboratory lime—have been 
eui and library hours have been reduced; both are 
essential tools of learning. Most of the academic 
staff is tenured, since tenure is acquired auto­
matically when the post of senior lecturer is 
attained. Thus the cuts have been borne by the 
""tenured junior staff, who are, of course, the real 
•uture of the university. 

The recent remarks of a cabinet minister, who 
Said that the university should pay more attention 
'P 'practical' subjects, nol only revealed the philis-
t'nism of the proposer, but also simple short-
^'ghtedness, since "the pure science of today is the 
^Pplied, practical science of five years from now". 
Prof Patinkin pointed out that Ihe Iwo fastest 
Showing departments of the university were 
Cornpuier Sciences and Business Ad­
ministration—and whal could be more practical, 
"lore directly relevant to the country than those? 
^nd as for the humanities, they are whal make the 
^wish people what it is, and Jewish Studies at the 
Hebrew University set the standard for the subject 

î" the whole world, thus serving the Diaspora in 
flUite a direct and valuable way. 

But these are days when the self-evident has lo 
j ^ade explicit to prevent damage to a greal 
"stitution, however difficult times may be." Then 

„ °'- Palinkin was off to the Treasury. "To give a 
_[^st-hand report on that rampant inflation?" 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Search for Roots 
Sir,—Like Chana Finklestone I too was born 

comfortably and safely in England a year or two 
before the war, but in my case in Birmingham 
from a family long previously settled in Britain. 
That such as us are part of contemporary surviv­
ing Jewry, due lo a happy accident of birth, 
sometimes produces in us a sense of "almost guilt" 
that can be very powerful at times. Ghana's very 
moving article certainly engendered such emotions 
in me, nol for the first time. (I doubt if any of my 
many friends amongst the European-born Jews 
who fled Nazi terror and have since rebuilt their 
lives here would wish us "natives" to experience 
these feelings bul al least for me logic and reason 
do nol easily apply here and the very presence of 
refugees while most warmly welcome does nev­
ertheless kindle such emotions in me. They are 
mostly latent but never far from the surface.) 

I have recently returned from Jerusalem after 
attending an International Seminar on Jewish 
Genealogy (I was invited to read there a paper on 
Ajiglo-Jewish sources). The Yad Vashem archive 
was one of the most important lours of the 
Seminar and while manifestly the reason for ils 
existence in no way derives from genealogical 
research il has in fact developed as a most signifi­
cant source along wilh several other Israeli ar­
chives that we were also shown. 

However, Ghana's letter does give rise to Iwo 
important points which 1 would like to explain to 
your readers. The first is that Yad Vashem's 
Director would still be very grateful to receive 
details of any Jews who perished in the Holocaust 
and may not yet have been recorded. It can only 
be a relatively few years from now that most 
Holocaust survivors will have died or become very 
elderly and frail in the natural course of events. It 
is essential to record these memories before the 
opportunity is lost for ever and I would urge any 
of your readers who have nol yet faced this task to 
cope with it now and submit Pages of Testimony so 
that as many individual victims as it is possible to 
name are definitively recorded. 

The second point is that for some months now 
and continuing for several more months browsing 
through the Yad Vashem archive in search of 
possible relatives cannot be done. This is because 
the earlier Pages of Testimony are suffering from 
wear and tear through prolonged use and in order 
lo prevent their destruction ihey are now being 
carefully collated and microfiled. 

"No, just to see old friends." 

OTTO SCHIFF HOUSE 

14 NETHERHALL GARDENS 
LONDON NW3 

"OPEN DAY" 
on Sunday, 29 July at 3.30 p.m. 

ALL WELCOME 

After this process has been completed the 
Director would like lo put all the information on 
computer which would greatly simplify the lask of 
locating individuals especially when information 
on them is scanty (perhaps as meagre as only a 
surname, initial and a town of residence). 

However the cost of computerisation would be 
very heavy and it is not in prospect for the 
foreseeable future. If any person or persons would 
be interested to contribute to this major and very 
important lask, again I know the Director of Yad 
Vashem would be more than grateful to hear from 
them. 
Jewish Historical Society 
of England. ANTHONY JOSEPH 
33 Seymour Place, 
London, W.l 

Short Biographies 
Sir,—For the publication of a reference book 
"Short Biographies of German Jews 1918-1943" 
{Kurzbiographien zur Geschichle der Juden 
Deuischlands 1918-1943) we are collecting exact 
dates and precise informalion about Jews who 
played a leading role in the Jewish life of their 
place of birth and/or in regional organisations in 
the period mentioned. Please send us a lisl of 
names of persons whose life stories and activities 
are familiar lo you and we will provide you with a 
short questionnaire. 

PROF. JOSEPH WALK 
Leo Bacck Institute, 
P.O. Box 8298 
Jerusalem 93228, Israel 

aiiiiiiniiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiMiiiiiDiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiia 

HELP FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

Sara Newman and Shirley Gamaroff have been 
studying the origins of Jewish surnames at the 
Beth HaT'futsol of the Diaspora. Wilh the help of 
a computer into which they feed information and 
lists of names, they have been able to tell numer­
ous visitors to the Museum about the significance 
of their names. Sara, the daughter of an Anglo-
Jewish historian, finds that about Iwo-lhirds of 
Jewish surnames are simply taken from places in 
the Diaspora. Concerning the remainder, when 
surnames were first adopted Jews in some areas 
were obliged lo lake a biblical name in order to 
identify themselves. In other cases, the authorities 
would supply a list from which names had to be 
chosen; if a poor man could nol give the recording 
oflicer a "sweetener", he was liable lo be saddled 
with the name "Eselkopf or some such insulting 
lermf while a bribe would procure an attractive 
flower or tree name. 

Even without this complication, a Hebrew name 
can turn up in many forms: for example 
"Baruch "[blessed] can appear as Benedict, 
Seligmann, Felix, Benedelti, Barbakoff or Barry, 
according to the language concerned or the taste 
of the individual. 

MEDICAL ETHICS 

Jewish medical ethics are to be the object of study 
at a new academic centre in the Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev. The centre has been 
endowed by a South African businessmen and will 
be named afler the British Chief Rabbi, Sir 
Immanuel Jacobovits. Sir Immanuel is to lecture 
on the subject, one in which he is recognised as a 
world authority. Last May, he was also appointed 
lo a fellowship al University College and began a 
pastoral tour of Australia and New Zealand. 
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ROUND THE GALLERIES 
Years ago when my daughter (now Rabbi Julia 
Neuberger) was a pupil at South Hampsiead High 
School, she told me about a fellow pupil, Sylvia 
Finzi, a promising artist, and asked if I would look 
at her work. I did so and was so impressed that I 
bought two drawings (one of Sylvia's feet). I think 
that this was her first professional commission. 

Sylvia Finzi, of mixed Italian, German, Jewish 
parentage, was born in London in 1948. She 
studied at the Slade and, after receiving her dip­
loma in 1970, lived mainly in Munich for the next 
ten years. In 1983 she was visiting artist at West-
field College, University of London and has shown 
her work all over the world. Recently there was an 
exhibition of her graphic work at Morley College. 
Most attractive were her very small pictures which 
encompassed great life, movement and charm in a 
small space. 

At the Bernard Jacobson Gallery, 20 Cork 
Street, Wl, there will be an exhibition (June to 2 
July) of recent works by JosefHerman. Il is always 
a pleasure to look at Herman's work and these, 
which are typical of his best, are no exception. 
Herman was born in Warsaw in 1911 where he 
established himself as a painter. In 1938-9 he 
moved lo Brussels and in 1940 came to Britain, 
first settling in Glasgow where he renewed his 
Triendship with Jankel Adler. In 1943 he moved lo 
London and thereafter, for a period of eleven 
years, had a studio in the Welsh mining village of 
Ystradgylais where many of his famous studies of 
miners were executed. His work has been very 
widely exhibited and he was specially commis­
sioned to contribute a \aTpe panel for the Festival 
of Britain Exhibition in 1951. 

It is a pure coincidence that a major retro­

spective exhibition of Josef Herman's friend, 
Jacob Kramer (1892-1962) is being held at the Ben 
Uri Art gallery (31 May-8 July). The exhibition 
consists of 75 selected works gathered together 
from private collections and museums, especially 
Leeds City Art Galley and Leeds University. 
Kramer spent most of his life in Leeds and, from 
the Ben Uri, the exhibition will go to Leeds, 
Bournemouth and Hull. A fully illustrated cata­
logue is available al the exhibition. 

In the Oriental gallery at the British Museum is 
an exhibition of Chinese ivories (until 19 August). 
This is the first exhibition to deal exclusively wilh 
this field of Chinese art and shows superb carvings 
spread over a period of three thousand years. 

At the Tate Gallery there is a small exhibition 
"Beckmann's Carnival 1922" (until 9 July) to 
celebrate the centenary of the birth of Max 
Beckmann (1884-1950). A major exhibition to 
mark the centenary was held in Frankfurt earlier 
this year. A catalogue of 354 pages with 297 
illustrations was issued in connection with that 
exhibition. Copies are still available from the 
Stadelsche Kunstinslitut und Stadtische Galerie, 
Diirerstrasse 2, 6000 Frankfurt am Main 70. The 
price is DM45.-, but postage is extra—and very 
expensive! Frankfurt has incidentally lent two 
works from its collection for the present exhibition 
in London. 

The Goethe-Institut, London, is continuing its 
series of exhibitions of German art. Until 21 July 
they are showing at the Institul, 50 Princes Gate, 
SW7 "The Art of German Drawing HI". This is 
an exhibition of Romantic German Drawings 
and water-colours from the Kunslmuseum, 
Dusseldorf ALICE SCHWAB 

n'piY THE FRIENDS OF AKIM 
U.K. Charity Commission Registered No. 241 458 

ISRAEL ASSOCIATION FOR THE REHABILITATION 
OF THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 

A BEQUEST TO AKIM 
WOULD PERPETUATE YOUR NAME IN ISRAEL 

AND REDUCE THE TAX LIABILITY OF YOUR ESTATE. 
AKIM IS NON-CONTROVERSIAL AND NON SECTARIAN. 

100% OF ANY BEQUEST GOES TO ISRAEL: 
THERE ARE NO DEDUCTIONS WHATSOEVER. 

Please telephone 
or write to Secretary: 

Mrs. Fay Shelter 
102 Chace Avenue 
Potters Bar, Herts. 
Phone: (771 50479 

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 
(space donated by Aldersgate Engineering Co. Ltd.) 

A CONSIDERABLE ACHIEVEMENT 
Now that Lotte Kramer has published her first full 
collection of poems, one can measure the extent of 
her considerable achievement. (A Lifelong House 
by Lolte Kramer. Hippopotamus Press, £3.90. 
Available in better bookshops or from the Press at 
26 Cedar Road, Sutton, Surrey). It is remarkable 
enough for a non-native-born writer to become a 
master of English prose, as Joseph Conrad did, but 
poetry is a more diflicull matter. Lotle Kramer has 
mastered the craft, and we have good reason lo be 
proud of her as a member of the AJR. 

She has a wide range of themes, art and travel, 
personal relationships, and a strong line as a 
nature poet carefully and closely observing the 
natural world, as her admired John Clare did— 
and there is a good poem about him too. At the 
back of her mind, the Holocaust provides subjects 
for some of the strongest pieces. She is also aware 
of an even wider context. Her title comes from a 
poem by Osip Mandelshtam, the greal Russian 
poet who was murdered by Stalin, and her poem 
aboul him has an image which is profoundly true 
to his spirit: 

He could move through lies of iron 
Saying the password: rust 
The whole of the second section of the book 

revolves around themes from Mrs. Kramer's con­
tinental background, for, as said succinctly in her 
epigraph to this section (a Hassidic saying), To 
forget is to prolong exile,jTo remember is the 
beginning of redemption. The drama of the past 
gives a powerful dimension to the poems in this 
section, beyond her fine lyrical gift. Each poem 
here is a world of its own, rhythmically subtle, and 
displaying an inventive talent for metaphor. There 
are also four excellenl Rilke translations at the 
end. Altogether, a first-class performance, and one 
looks forward to her further development. M.S. 

Remember 
Israel 

So Israel may remember you 

If you wish Israel and Jewish 
Organisations to benefit by your 
Will, why not consult us? 
We have a special knowledge of 
the problems and needs of 
Jewish Clients, and can help you 
or your Solicitor to carry out your 
intentions. 
For further information and 
advice, without obligation and 
free of charge, please apply to: 

M r H. Rothman (D i rector ) 

K.K.L. Executor & Trustee Co. Ltd. 

Harold Poster House, 

Kingsbury Circle, 

London, NWS SSP. 

Telephone: 01-204 SS11, Ext: 36 

file:///aTpe
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THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE .4JH Ui,\C!lEON CLUB, niili cake ami camlle. ProviJinj; delicious lunches 
every Wednesday al Ihc Hannah Karmin.ski House in Swiss Collage. London, the AJR Luncheon Club has been a greal 
"ucce.ss. Above, the volunteers who do lite work, from left to right: Mrs. Marianne Has.seck, Mi.ss Marga Po.sncr. Mrs. 
^argol Schmch. Mrs. Rulh Anderman, Mrs. Edith Kauffmann and Mrs. Judith Click. Missing from the pholograph is 
'he cook, Mrs. Rulh Renfield, who look the picture. 

MARTIN BLOCH 
In pre-Nazi days the flourishing German art world 
•Contained many Jewish names, some of whom 
acquired world-wide fame. Among this galaxy of 

France Et Germany's 
Finest Wines 

SHIPPED BY 

HOUSE OF 
HALLGARTEN 

Special Recommendation 
"Kellercup" Erdbeerbowie 

Beautiful blend of wine and 
Strawberries with delicious 

spritz. 

Only £25.99 per case (12) 
Incl. VA T and delivery 

Delivery to ali UK addresses. 
Please write or phone: 

MARION WEINER 
25 Hendon Hall Court 

Parsons Street, London NW4 
Telephone: 01 -203 4677 

talent was Martin Bloch whose centenary was 
celebrated this year. To mark the occasion a major 
exhibition of his work was recently held at the 
South London Art Gallery. It was a marvellous 
display, rich in colour, breadth and sweep of view. 
Martin Bloch, who not only painted but taught 
painting, must deservedly be counted among the 
leading artists of his time. 

.Mij-ponraii of Martin Bloch 

He was born in Neisse, Upper Silesia, of parents 
who owned a lace and linen factory. He developed 
an early inclination for painting and drawing, but 
his parents wanted him to use his gifts for design­
ing lace patterns. He refused and entered an art 
school instead. Laler, having received a legacy 
which made him independent, he devoted himself 

fully lo painting and rented a small studio in 
Bcrlin, joining Ihc "Sezession" presided over by 
Max Lieberniann and allcnding drawing clas.scs 
wilh Lovis Corinth. During Ihc First World War 
he lived in Spain, but later returned to Germany 
and in 1923 opened the well-known Bloch-
Kerschenbaumcr School of Art in Berlin which 
became very popular wilh students from all over 
Europe. 

Anton Kerschenbaumcr died in 1926 and his 
place al the school was taken by Karl Schmidt-
Roltluf. Condemned by the Nazis as a "degen­
erate artist", Bloch fled with his family lo 
Denmark and in 1934 arrived in England where lie 
o|icncd a school of painting wilh Roy dc Maislrc. 
Interned in 1940 he was released Ihe following year 
and shared Jo.scf Herman's studio. In 1949 he 
became guesi teacher al the Camberwcll School of 
Art. He died in 1954. His works have been widely 
exhibited and arc lo be found in many pcrmaiicnl 
Lolkxiions. ALICE SCHWAB 

MUSIC MANUSCRIPTS SOLD 

A manuscript of Gustav Mahler's First Symphony 
in D Major (The Titan) fetched £143,000 al a 
recent sale held by Sotheby's in London. Dating 
from the 1890s, the document is partly in the 
composer's hand and partly in that of his secre­
tary; the latter section contains numerous an­
notations by Mahler. Al the same sale, some ofhis 
song manuscripts were brought by the Austrian 
National Library. 

Other documents on sale which were bought for 
many thousands of pounds were Wagner's draft 
libretto for the Death of Siegfried and 15 letters 
from Marcel Proust to his mother. Some con­
tained Proust's comments on the Dreyfus Affair. 

with the compliments of 

Pafra 
synthetic adhesives 
adhesive applicators 

Pafra Limited 
Bental ls . Basildon 
Essex. SS143BU 
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OBITUARIES 

LORD ROBBINS 

The numerous causes which the eminent econo­
mist Lord Robbins, CH, espoused included an 
active interest in the fale of the victims of Nazi 
persecution. When in 1933 academics lost their 
positions in Germany, he took a leading and 
effective part in the efforts lo find new appoint­
ments for them. 

Thirty years later, the refugees who had found a 
new home in this country launched the Thanks-
Offering to Britain Fund under the auspices of the 
AJR. The proceeds, amounting to £100,000, were 
put at the disposal of the British Academy, of 
which Lord Robbins was President at that time. At 
the memorable handing over ceremony Lord 
Robbins stressed the benefit this country had 
derived from refugee scholars and scicniisls. He 
continued his relationship wilh the Fund as a 
member of the Committee set up by the British 
Academy for the award of grants to postgraduate 
research workers. He attended the Committee 
Meetings as long as his health permitted. He will 
be remembered with gratitude and respect by all 
who had the privilege of knowing him. 

DR. CELINA SOKOLOW 

A human link with the signing of the Balfour 
Declaration in 1917 was severed with the death at 
^1 of Dr. Celina Sokolow, the daugher and secre­
tary of Nahum Sokolow. Her father was a close 
associate of Chaim Weizmann and was instru­
mental in obtaining French and Italian support for 
the idea ofa Jewish National Home. Dr. Sokolow, 
then acting as his secretary, naturally acquired 
detailed personal knowledge of all the diplomatic 
moves connected with the Declaration. 

After Nahum Sokolow's death in 1936, his 
daughter continued lo live in Compayne Gardens, 
Hampstead, and always sought to keep his 
memory green. Almost her last public appearance 
*3s at the unveiling of a plaque to her father's 
memory on the 65lh anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration. 

With best wishes from 

VICTORIIMOX 

Swiss Knives of Quality 

IRWIN SHAW 

Irwin Shaw, the successful American-Jewish 
writer, has died in Switzerland at the age of 71. His 
play "Bury the Dead", an attack on war and 
Nazism, rapidly brought him to prominence and 
his first novel "The Young Lions", published 
shortly after the end of the Second World War, 
dealt with the moral issues personified by a Jew 
and a Nazi soldier. Irwin Shaw also scripted 
"Survival", a documentary film on the Six-Day 
War which involved him in conflict with the 
French authorities for its criticism of France's 
attitude to Israel at that time. 

ALFRED WITKON 

Justice Alfred Witkon, a noted legal scholar and 
authority on tax law, has died in Israel at the age 
of 74. Born in Berlin, he studied in German 
universities and at University College before sett­
ling in Palestine in 1934. 

CHAIM SCHREIBER 

Chaim Schreiber, who used his wartime 
experiences to build up a large furniture firm, has 
died at the age of 65. Born in Poland, he was 
studying architecture in Vienna at the time of the 
Anschluss. He emigrated to Britain and during the 
Second World War worked on the development of 
the Mosquito aircraft, which was constructed in 
wood. This gave him an interest in wood engineer­
ing and led to his involvement in furniture-
making. 

REV. JOSEPH BRAUNOLD 

The minister of Sunderland Hebrew Congrega­
tion, the Rev. Joseph Braunold, died a short time 
ago. He had lived in Sunderland since 1957. Mr. 
Braunold trained for the ministry in London, 
having come to England in 1939; all the rest of the 
family were lost in the Holocaust. 

REV. WOLF LEWI 

The Rev. Wolf Lewi has died at the age of 89..He 
was the reader of Singers Hill Synagogue, 
Birmingham, from 1933 until 1966 and after his 
retirement held the post of emeritus reader. Born 
in Lodz, Wolf Lewi moved in his youth with his 
family to Germany. He studied at tlie Academy of 
Chazanut, Bcrlin, and ministered at the Ahavat 
Achim Synagogue. Later he was appointed Ober­
kantor in Mannheim. 

MAURICE FRANKS 

A former stalT member of the "Jewish Chronicle", 
Maurice Franks died recently, aged 96. He first 
joined the newspaper in 1908 and left England 
after the First World War to live in Holland. Mr. 
Franks was the British Pro-Consul in Amsterdam 
at the lime of the Nazi invasion and was able lo 
help Dutch Jews to escape in 1940, organising a 
number of stowaways in the hold of a Harwich-
bound ferry in which he and his family also 
managed to reach England. 
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A HAVEN FOR REFUGEE SCHOLARS 

Sir James Lighthill, Provost of University College, 
London invited a number of scholars and friends 
to a lecture by Emeritus Professor Hans Kalmus 
on "50 Years of Exiles Working at University 
College." In his introduction to the lecture. Sir 
James referred to the College's long record of aid 
to refugees, starting in 1828 when it received the 
Italian political refugee Panizzi who was to 
become the creator of the British Museum 
Reading Room. 

Immediately after Hitler's advent to power, and 
in succeeding years when scholars at German, 
Austrian, and Czech universities were losing their 
jobs. University College invited many of them, 
eventually several hundred, to continue their re­
search here. Funds to enable them to do so were 
provided by the Academic Assistance Council and 
the Society for the Protection of Science and 
Learning. They were received with ready sym­
pathy by scholars and students. One of Ihem was 
Hans Kalmus, who had been Reader in Zoology at 
the Prague German University for seven years. 
He had since made an enormous contribution to 
the life ofthe College by his research, his teaching 
and his many scholarly and popular publications. 

In his talk. Professor Kalmus expresses his and 
his fellow refugees' gratitude to the College for the 
support it had given them in their first dilTicult 
months when they felt elated to be able to work. 

During the war, many refugee scholars were 
employed on work for the war eflbrt, though it 
was always done in strict secrecy and during air 
raids work was carried on in the basement. One of 
the tests for the Admiralty involved shooting 
bullets al telephone directories in order to test 
their power of penetration. The refugees were 
highly amused by the fact that these tests were 
always accompanied by an unending supply of 
cups of tea. 

By now he and his colleagues no longer regar­
ded themselves as refugees because they had for 
many years been completely integrated into Ihc life 
of the College. It was difficult to assess the special 
contribution made by refugee scholars, but they 
had certainly helped in developing new disciplines 
like genetics and biochemistry. After the war many 
of them had been appointed to teaching posts and 
taught generations of students. This era was now 
nearing its end. 

Professor Kalmus's lecture will be published 
laler this year. M.P. 

STEVE'S RELIABLE 
CAR SERVICE 

AIRPORTS & TOWN 
Special Care for the Elderly 
Please telephone evenings 

883 9585 

CAMPS 
INTERNMENT- P.O.W.— 
FORCED LABOUR-KZ 

I wish lo buy cards, envelopes and folded post­
marked letters from all camps of both world wars. 
Please send, registered mail, stating price, to: 

14 Rosslyn Hil l . London NW3 
PETER C. RICKENBACK 
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EXPECTED O P E N I N G O F FREUD 
M U S E U M 

Visitors lo the Freud Museum in Vienna are often 
disappointed to find that it consists merely of the 
psychoanalyst's former house, quite bare apart 
from some photographs on the walls. Soon, how­
ever, admirers of Sigmund Freud will be able to 
see his furniture, his library, his papers and his 
correspondence wilh the prominent men of his 
day. And this will not be in Vienna, but in 
Maresfield Gardens, Hampstead, where the great 
man lived in exile. The house was bought for him 
hy the British Psychological Society, bul he died 

after living there a year and the house continued to 
be occupied by his daughter Anna. Before her 
death two years ago, Anna Freud had given the 
property lo the Sigmund Freud Archives Trust 
and in her will she left the Trust the contents of the 
house. With the co-operation of Camden 
Council's Planning Department, four rooms will 
be set aside as a museum and probably ojjened to 
the public within the next twelve months. 

S O N G FESTIVAL IN W U P P E R T A L 

A Yiddish song festival, the first to be held in West 
Germany since the end of the war, recently took 

place in Wuppertal. Singers were drawn from a 
number of European countries, as well as from 
Israel. 

S U L Z B A C H ON W.W.I 

On 7 August, at 8.10 p.m. on the Timewatch 
programme of BBC2 TV, AJR member Herbert 
Sulzbach OBE will describe the atmosphere of the 
years 1913-14 and the Sarajevo assassination 
which led lo the outbreak of the First World War. 

FAMILY EVENTS 
Entries in this column are free of 

charge, but voluniary donations would 
be appreciated. Texts should reach us 
i'y the 10th of the preceding month. 

Acknowledgements 
Jacoby:—The 102-year old birthday 
child Margaret Jacoby extends her 
deepest gratitude and thanks to all 
her relatives, friends and especially lo 
'he members of the Club for their 
*arm congratulations, 224 cards and 
their gifts and donations. 
LEO BAECK HOUSE wishes to 
'hank all Friends for their kind and 
Benerous donations and for their 
Personal help in making the Bazaar 
^n 6 May a great success. 

Birthday 
Larsen:—Egon Larsen—warmest 
wrihday wishes from your admiring 
Colleagues lo a real professional. 

Kinderliebe, deutschsprechende 

"VIZE-OMA" 
|ijf einjahrigen Jungen gesucht. 
yVelche nette Dame hat drei Tage 
m der Woche Zeit, sich um ein 
Ĵ echt liebes, lebendiges Klein-
^'nd 2u kijmmern, naturlich gegen 
Bezahlung. Box 1033. 

M R S J L A N C A S T E R 
M A S S A G E and 

P H Y S I O T H E R A P Y 
fecognised by the International 

Therapy Examination 
Council, England. 

Home visits possible 
For details or appointments 

please write to 
104 Priory Road, NW6 

Messages: 01-624 6314 

p . o - „ ON SITE 
CARPET and UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 
BY EXPERTS 

S H A L O M A S S O C I A T E S 

202 4248 any time 

A MANUFACTURER OF HIGH CLASS LADIES BELTS 

requires a Sales Person to visit Stores in the London Area. This 
vacancy can be undertaken by someone on a mutually convenient 
part-time basis. Please phone 01 586 5221 early morning—late 
afternoon— or evening, to arrange a meeting. 

Deaths 
Heyman:—Kurt Heymann, beloved 
husband of Gerda and dear father of 
Roy, also loved by Jennifer and 
David, passed away after much 
suffering on 29 May. He will be very 
sadly missed. Shalom. 
Lcdcn:—Bohumir, much loved hus­
band of Marie, father of Tommy and 
Jana, grandfather of Tony and 
Judith, died peacefully in Rowcroft 
Hospice, Torquay on 4 June. 
Tcnne:—Harry Tenne, (formerly 
Teneberg of Breslau), died peacefully 
in Glasgow, on 1 June, aged 86, after 
a long illness. He will be sadly missed 
by his wife Ellen and daughter 
Evelyn. 

WollTcnstein:—Else Wolflenstein, 
wife of the lale Dr. Erich 
WollTenslein, mother of Marianne 
and family in Norway, died peace­
fully on 10 May. 

Ullmann:—Mrs. Johanna Ullmann, 
n6e Bergman, (formerly Nuernberg) 
died peacefully after a prolonged ill­
ness. Deeply mourned by her brother 
and family and her many friends in Gt. 
Britain and abroad. 

CLASSIFIED 
The charge in these columns is 50p 

for five words plus £1.00 for advertise­
ments under a Box No. To save ad­
ministrative costs, please enclose 
payment with the text of your adver­
tisement. 

Situations Vacant 
ARE YOU WILLING to help an 
elderly person wilh shopping or cook­
ing on a temporary or permanent 
basis? Current rale of pay £2.40 per 
hour. To apply, please telephone AJR 
Social Services Department, 624 4449. 

Miscellaneous 
WANTED novel "Ahasver" by 
Robert JalTe, Berlin 1900. Please reply 
to 19 Thuriby Close, Kenton Road, 
Harrow, HAI 2LZ. 
ELECTRICIAN City and Guilds 
qualified. All domestic work under­
taken, v . Sleinreich Tel: 455 5262. 
REVLON MANICURIST. Will visit 
your home. Phone 01-445 2915. 

Personal 
LADY, single, 36, with varied in­
terests, would like lo meel gentleman 
of similar age. Box 1034. 
PSYCHOANALYSIS. AduU male 
considering this for himself would 
welcome initial discussion wilh quali­
fied analyst. Advertiser (stable, active, 
own small business) finds self-pro­
gramming not very productive, thinks 
free-association could be more so. 
Lives Swiss Cottage area. Box 1030. 

IRENE FASHIONS 
formerly of Swiss Cottage 

Delightful selection of Continental and English 
Dresses, Suits, Cocktail and Evening Wear. Sizes 

range from 36"-50" hips. 
For appointment please telephone 

9-11 am 
after 7 pm: 346 9057 

NEW £ 1 . — COINS — How to cope with them 

No more mixing up £1 coins wi th other loose change in your 
pocket. 
Small flat real leather container ( 2 | " x 1 i " ) holds six £1 coins. 
£2.00 each from PRINTATOR (SALES) LTD.. 
43 Moreton End Lane, Harpenden, Herts. ALB 2HA 

FOR FAST EFFICIENT FRIDGE 
& FREEZER REPAIRS 

7-day service 
All parts guaranteed 

J. B. Services 
Tol. 202-4248 

until 9 pm 

AVI'S TV SERVICE 
01-206 1662 

Answerphone 
Expert repairs to any TV set, video, 

aerials, stereo and hi-fi and 
electrical appliances 

Second-hand TVs for sale 

*V^ 
A. FISENBERG 

' S H I R E H A L L ' 
Licenced by the Borough of Burnet 
Home for the elderly, convalescent and 
incapacitated 
• Single rooms comfortably appointed 
• 24-hour nursing care 
• Excellenl cuisine 
• Long and short-term stay 
Telephone: 
Matron 01-202 7411 or 
Administrator 078 42 520.56 

93 Shirehall Park, 
Hendon NW4 

(near Brent Cross) 
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BUNZL S C U L P T U R E FOR 
C H I C H E S T E R 

A two-meter high bronze sculpture called 
"Oedipus Rex", by the lale Mrs. Trude Bunzl, was 
recently unveiled in front of the Chichester 
Festival Theatre, Sussex. Mrs. Bunzl was the wife 
of George Bunzl, the founder of the famous firm 
Bunzl & Biach. He was well known as a line 
photographer, was a member of the Royal Photo­
graphic Society, and won many exhibition prizes. 

Trude Bunzl came to Britain in 1938 from 
Austria, studied at the Chelsea Art School with 
Bernard Meadows, who strongly influenced her 
work, and laler she wenl on lo Ihe Sl. Martin's 
School of Art. She saw a performance of "Oedipus 
Rex" in Athens which left an indelible impression 
and was determined to translate the idea into 
sculpture. 

She had many successful exhibitions in Britain 
and in Austria. Her style recalls that of Jacob 
Epstein. 

J.H.K. 

Right: Oedipus by Trude Bunzl 
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MISSED OPPORTUNITY 
WITH IMPORTANT SUBJECT 

David Hughes has taken on a very tricky subject in 
his new novel. (The Pork Butcher. Constable, 
£5.95). He tells the story ofthe massacre that took 
place al Oradour in France, when German troops 
wiped oul a whole village, through the mind of one 
of the soldier participants who returns forty years 
laler under the pressure of conscience precipitated 
by his imminent death from cancer. Closing down 
his butcher's shop in Liibeck, he picks up his 
estranged daughter in Paris—she is married to 
a Frenchman—and heads for the village. He had 
been carrying on a passionate clandestine love 
affair with a woman in the village, and her fale is 
bound up wilh that of the place. The course of 
events is evoked wilh great skill, but towards the 
end the mechanical workings of the plot take over, 
and what promised to be an important recreation 
of the events of the time by a young novelist of 
considerable talent, ends up trivialising its subject. 

M.S. 

CHIROPODIST 
CHAS. N. GILBERT F.B.Ch.A. 

at "Richcy" 
169 Finchley Road, N.W.3. 

near Sainsbury 

6248626/7 
GERMAN BOOKS 

BOUGHT 

Art. Uterature. typography, 
generally pre-war non classical 

B. H A R R I S O N 
The Village Bookshop 
46 Belsize Lane, N.W.S 

Tel: 01-794 3180 

H I L L C R E S T L O D G E 
40 Shoot -up Hill 
London N W 2 3 Q B 

H O M E FOR T H E E L D E R L Y 
Beautifully furnished Double and 

Single Rooms at Reasonable 
Rates 

Qualified Nurses always in 
attendance 

Please telephone Matron: 
452 6201 

" A V E N U E L O D G E " 

"eaisiwed by the London Borough ol Barnet 

Golders Green, N.W.11 
NORTH-WEST LONDON'S EXCLUSIVE 

"OME FOR THE ELDERLY AND RETIRED 
u«unous single and double rooms wilh colour 

"ncipal rooms with bathroom en suite. 
Lounges Wllh colour TV 
cosher cuisine & special diets 
^ardens-^easy parking 

•V ana nighi nursing care 

Please telephone the Matron 
01 -458 7094 

B E L S t Z E S Q U A R E 
G U E S T H O U S E 

24 BELSIZE SQUARE, N.W.3 
Tel: 01 -794 4307 or 01 -435 2557 

MODERN SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY 
ROOMS. RESIDENT HOUSEKEEPER 

MODERATE TERMS. 
NEAR SWISS COTTAGE STATION 

DAWSON HOUSE HOTEL 
• Free Slfcel Packing in Ironl o l Ihe Hotel 
• Full Central Heating • Free Laundry 
• Free Dutch-Style Continental Breakfast 

72 C A N F I E L D G A R D E N S 

Near U n d e r g r o u n d S t a . Finchley Rd , 

L O N D O N , N .W.6 . 
Tal: 01 -624 0079 

Buecher in 
deutscher 

Sprache und Bilder 
sucht 

A. W. MYTZE 
Postfach 246, D-1 Berlin 37 

Ich bitte um Angebote. 
Die Buecher werden 

abgeholt! 
Bezahlung bestens und 

umgehend! 

FOR E F F I C I E N T CAR 
S E R V I C E 

A I R P O R T S SEASIDE 

Please telephone 

886 8606 
Evenings Please 

SPECIAL CARE AND HELP FOR 
ELDERLY 

MADE-TO MEASURE 
Jersey, wool and drip-dry garments. 
Outsize our speciality. From £1200 
incl. material. Also customers own 
material made up and alterations car­
ried out. 

Phone 01-459 5817 
M r s . L. Rudolfer 

MAPESBURY LODGE 
(Licensed by the Borough ol Brent) 

for the elderly, convalescent and 
partly Incapacitated. 

Lift to all floors. 
Luxurious double and single 

rooms. Colour TV, h/c, central 
heating, private telephones, etc., in 
all rooms. Excellent kosher cuisine. 
Colour TV lounge. Open visiting. 

Cultivated Gardens. 
Full 24-hour nursing care. 

P l e a s e t e l e p h o n e 
s i s t e r - i n - c h a r g e , 4 5 0 4 9 7 2 

17 Mapesbury Road, N .W.2 

G R O S V E N O R N U R S I N G 
H O M E 

Retired, convalescent and 
medical patients. Day and night 
supervision by qualified staff. 
Spacious lounge. Colour T.V., 
dining room and Lift. Kosher 
cuisine. Moderate Terms. 

Tel: 01 -452 0515/203 2692. 
Evenings 01-286 9842. 
85 /87 Fordwych Road, 

London, N.W.2. 

C. H. WILSON 
Carpenter 

Painter and Decoratur 
French Polisher 

Antique Fumiture Repaired 
Tel: 452 8324 

HIGHEST PRICES 
paid for 

Gentlemen's cast-off Clothing 

WE GO ANYWHERE, ANYTIME 

S. DIENSTAG 
(01 -272 4484) 

COLDWELL 

NURSING 
Full nursing care in quiet 

home-like surroundings. 

Private rooms. 

German spoken. 
Tel: 01-445 0061 

15, Fenstanton Avenue, 
London, N.12. 

TORRINGTON HOMES 
MRS. PRINGSHEIM, S.R.N., 

MATRON 
For Elderly, Retired and Convalescent 

Lifensrit hy Bi^iiugh oj Harnrt} 

•Single and Double Rooms. 
•II/C Basins and CH in all rooms. 
•Gardens, TV and reading rooms. 
•Nurse on duly 24 hours. 
•Long and short term, including trial 
period if required. 

From £140 per week 
01-445 1244 Ollice hours 
01-455 1335 other limes 

39 Torrington Park, N.12 

DRESSMAKER 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
VIENNA TRAINED 

St. Johns Wood Area 
Phone for appointment: 

01-328 8718 
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THEATRE AND CULTURE 

Israel. The living theatre has always been at the 
centre of Israel's cultural activities, and— 
according to statistics published recently in the 
"Jerusalem Post"—several dozen plays are being 
staged at the moment, in addition to almost as 
many for children, as well as a number of others 
which could be classified as theatre but are merely 
listed as "entertainment." If one realises that over 
half of Israel's population does not speak Hebrew 
very well, theatre audiences are high. 
News from everywhere. Vienna's outstanding film 
success of the season is "Yentl", with Barbra 
Streisand. Budapest now possesses a semi-private 
theatre, managed by Marlon Karinthy, grandson 
of the master of humour Frigyes Karinthy. This 
theatre now has "American comedy" on its 
programme, a play by Karl Aszlanyi, author of 
"Sieben Ohrfeigen" which in UFA days was the 
subject of a film with Lilian Harvey and Willy 
Fritsch. US film director Fred Zinnemann ("High 
Noon") had a number of his films shown in 
Bolzano, and had a personal meeting there with 
Luis Trenker, 92, known as "King of the 
Mountains." 
Birthdays. Born as Frederick Austerlitz in Omaha, 
Nebraska with ancestors of Austro-Hungarian 
origin, Fred Astaire who has just had his 85th 
birthday is one of the most universally acclaimed 
Hollywood personalities having achieved fame as 
a prominent dancer, singer and actor. Lilli Palmer, 
Posen-born, a woman of many talents who made 
her name as actress, painter and author, and has 
hecome as well known in Europe as on Broadway, 
and who now lives in Switzerland, has reached the 
milestone of 70. 

Two very Austrian Books. In a country where the 
position of opera director often means more to the 
public than the appointment ofa political figure, it 
is no surprise that "Die Musik meines Lebens" by 
former state opera director Egon Seefehlner has 
created general interest. (Published by Paul NefT 
Verlag, Vienna.) Seefehlner who was opera man­
ager in Berlin and Vienna—he appears to have 
been a most diplomatic administrator—is again 
going to take the hot seat at Vienna's State Opera 
next season after the unforeseen early departure of 
Lorin Maazel. The script of Friedrich Torberg's 
novel "Auch das war Wien" (Langen-Mueller 
Verlag, Munich and Vienna) was discovered after 
the author's death. It deals with the dramatic 
events of the Austrian "Anschluss" interwoven 
with a love story, and representing a heart-rending 
picture of the hapjjenings in 1938/9, the occupa­
tion of Austria and the end of an era. 

S.B. 

QG 33tB EIQCH 3BE 3 Q G 3B 

NATIONAL T H E A T R E ' S O R W E L L 

Animal Farm by George Orwell. Adapted for the 
stage and directed by Peter Hall. Music by Richard 
Peaslee and lyrics by Adrian Mitchell. In repertory 
at The National Theatre (Cottesloe). 

For the Orwell year Peter Hall has adapted Animal 
Farm for the stage as a musical play, though not a 
full-blooded musical. Richard Peaslee's tunes are 
pleasant and unobtrusive, if not particularly mem­
orable. Adrian Mitchell's lyrics are clever and 
competent, but his agitprop tone, which is very 
appropriate at some points, tends to dominate 

others as well. The actors wear animal masks and 
often go on all fours. This works very well once 
one has accepted the convention, and the actors 
produce all the expression they need by skilful use 
of their voices. 

Peter Hall has been faithful lo the original text, 
though one could have done without the device of 
a young boy taking the book down from a shelf 
and providing a linking narrative throughout. 
Despite the fidelity to the text, there is a dimension 
missing. One is left with the feeling that the play is 
a comment on the general cupidity of mankind. 
Orwell was more specific about his intention: "I 
have been convinced that the destruction of the 
Soviet myth was essential." He made the point 
that "the various episodes are taken from the 
actual history of the Russian Revolution" and a 
second point that 

"has been missed by most critics . . . the 
impression that il ends in the complete recon­
ciliation of the pigs and the humans. That was 
not my intention; on the contrary I meant it to 
end on a loud note of discord, for I wrote il 
immediately after the Teheran Conference 
which everybody thought had established the 
best possible relations between the USSR and 
the West. I personally did not believe that such 
good relations would last long, and, as events 
have shown, I wasn't far wrong." 
Orwell had an instinctive understanding of tota­

litarianism, which is still not wholly grasped in 
certain influential circles today. The 'hijacking' of 
Orwell by elements of the Left is discussed, with 
exhaustive documentation, in the June and July 
issues of Encounter. Orwell's classic certainly has 
universal aspects, and will survive because of 
them, but the specific political facts which pro­
voked his powerful satire are still there and it is at 
least a little strange not to have let that come 
through. M.S. 

SPRINGDENE NURSING HOME 
* Look no further* 

55 Oakleigh Park Nth, 
Whetstone, 
London N.20 
Tel. 4462117 

We ofler excellent 24 hour medical 
nursing care. The food is first-class and 
kosher food can be provided. We olTer 
a range of luxurious rooms, some wilh 
bathroom en suite. We have two spaci­
ous lounges, two passenger lifts, a hy­
drotherapy pool and a landscaped 
garden. Facilities for in-patient and 
out-patient physiotherapy treatment. 
Licensed by Ihe Barnet Area Health 
Authority and recognised by B.U.P.A. 
and P.P.P. Special rales available for 
long-term care. 

WALM LANE NURSING HOME 
Walm Lane is an established Registered Nursing Home providing the 
highest standards of nursing care for all categories of long and short-
lerm medical and post-operative surgical patients. Lifts to all floors. All 
rooms have nurse call systems, telephone and colour television. Choice 
of menu, kosher meals available. Licensed by Brent Health Authority 
and as such recognised for payment by private medical insurance 
schemes. 

For a true and more detailed picture of whal we offer, please ask one of 
your fel low members who has been, or is at present here, or contact 
Matron directly al 

141 W a l m Lane, London N W 2 Telephone 4508832 

ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE 

AND OBJECTS 
BOUGHT 

Good prices given 

PETER BENTLEV 

ANTIQUES 

22 Connaught Street, London, W2 
Tel: 01-7239394 

_ p _, (ELECTRICAL , . ^ _ 
n . & U . INSTALLATIONS) L I U . 

199b Belsize Road. N W 6 
624 2646/328 2646 

Menribers: E.C.A. 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 

B O O K S B O U G H T & S O L D 
JUDAICA HEBRAICA, ETC. 

Open weekdays and Sunday mornings 
MANOR H O U S E BOOK 

SERVICE 
80 EAST END ROAD, N.3 . 

Tel: 01-445 4293 

mmm 

wmm 

ORIENTAL 
RUGS 

BOUGHT, SOLD, 
EXCHANGED 
Saturdays 
Stall! outtide 
Duka of York 
Church Street NW8 
(Off Edgwara Road) 

Sundaya 
Stalls outside 
21 Chalk Farm Road 
NWl 

Details 01.267 1841 
S-9 pm 

BOOKS W A N T E D 
GERMAN AND JEWISH 

ILLUSTRATED. ETC. 

E.M.S. BOOKS 
MRS. E. M. SCHIFF 

Tel. 01 -205 2905 

B. H I R S C H L E R — 
J E W I S H BOOKSELLER 

Jewish Books in any language 

and Hebrew Books 

Highest prices paid 

Telephone: 01-800 6395 

Published by the Association of Jewish Refugees in Great Britain. 8 Fairfax Mansions. London NW36LA. 'Phone loc Ollice. Administration and 
Homes Department: 01 -624 9096/7; Social Sen/ices Depanmeni; 01 -624 4449 

Printed in Great Britain by John Wright & Sons (Printing) Ltd. at The Stonebridge Press. Bristol 


