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WATERSHED ANNUAL MEETING

Large Turnout to Hear Future Plans

The day had been sultry and humid, with inter-
mittent rain. Would such an important Annual
General Meeting have the audience it needed and
deserved? There was concern, not least because the
Usual outside celebrity speaker, who helped draw
the crowds, had not been laid on this time. But
there was no need to worry. The Hannah
Karminski Hall was full on the evening of 12 July.
hey came and they listened.

The Chairman, Mr. C. T. Marx, welcomed the
members and explained that he would himself be
l‘alking about the ‘Future of the AJR’ but would
first ask the Honorary Treasurer, Mr. Ludwig
Spiro, to report on the year 1983, Mr Spiro had
been closely involved with the administration of
the Association, and the Chairman thanked him
for his tireless efforts and great devotion.

Mr Spiro began by stressing that 1983 may
Come to be considered a year ol particular sig-
Nificance because it was a year in which a very
close look was taken at the operations of the AJR
and much thought given to its future. Marked
Progress had been made in increasing the internal
efficiency of the organisation and a considerable
effort was being made to control overheads when
Costs were rising everywhere.

Income from membership had risen from
£46,898 in 1982 to £49,456 in 1983. Expenditure

ad gone up from £57,977 in 1982 to £63,066 in
1983. Since the AJR is the operating body for the
ddministration of Self-Aid, the AJR Charitable

Tust and all charitable work, it is only right and
Proper that it should receive support from the

Tust, and that support rose from £49,450 in 1982
10 £57,450 in 1983. The Allocations (JTC Funds)
Committee raised its contribution from £1 1,344 in

98? to £14,000 in 1983, in recognition ol our
Social work and the rise in demand.

The overall result was a small profit, up from

£315 in 1982 1o £436 in 1983.
€ are also grateful, he said, to those who

remember the AJR in their wills and help the
Association’s work so directly with their legacies,
among those the notable legacies of Dr. Louise
Leven, Mrs Senta Lenny, Richard Schneider, Mrs
Irene Klemperer and others, Mr. Spiro thanked
the accountants and solicitors who helped deal
with these legacies: Dr. Falk, Mr. Franklyn, Mr.
Summerfield and others.

Meanwhile the offices at Fairfax Mansions are
being modernised by the installation of new sys-
tems, so that they can be more effective. A business
computer has been installed that also works as a

£1 (To non-members)

word processor. The lengthy process of putting all
the members' names and addresses on the com-
puter has just been completed, and appreciation is
due to Mrs. Carol Rossen and Mrs. Nora Joad
who have carried out this demanding task. The
new Administrator, Mrs. Lydia Lassman, who
started with the AJR in November, has brought a
background ol administrative experience with her
and is energetically working to continue the good
team work and meet the new challenges. On her
initiative, a case worker has joined the stafl to
explore the needs of old and ageing people outside
the Homes, and will report in due course.

We are having a survey made of the needs in our
community. There are about 350 people on the
waiting list for the Homes and some 100 on the
cards of Self Aid. There are perhaps another 500
people who know about us but about whom we do
not know much. The survey will help us decide
what our priorities are, the means required to

Continued on p. 2

THE ANNUAL CONCERT
in aid of
SELF AID OF REFUGEES
(in conjunction with AJR)
will take place at the Queen Elizabeth Hall on
Sunday, 21st October 1984 at 3 p.m.
performed by

DIVERTIMENTI
Directed by Paul Barritt
GYORGY PAUK-VIOLIN

Tickets at £3, £4, £5, £6 and £7 may now be reserved from Self Aid of
Refugees, 8 Fairfax Mansions, London, NW3 6LA. Tel: 01-328 3255.

and from 21st September from the Royal Festival Hall, London, SE1 8XX.
Tel: 01-928 3191.
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fulfill them, and how we can go about raising and
organising the resources necessary for caring for
these people.

By changing printers in June 1983, and with a
gain in quality, the editor of AJR Information was
able to reduce the cost of printing by £3,673 for the
second half of the year alone. The editorial assist-
ant, Mrs. Felicia Selton, who is also responsible
for advertising, was able to raise advertising
income by £1,000. He thanked the advertisers and
urged members and friends to suggest to business
associates that they use the journal as an advertis-
ing medium.

He also thanked members who were paying
their subscriptions by covenant, since this was an
excellent way for the Association Lo increase its
income.

Another matter of great importance to the AJR,
though it might seem minor to members, was the
prompt payment of subscriptions. He praised the

tenacity and persistence of Mrs. Trude Oettinger in™

pursuing this matter, but members should realise
that a great deal of work and above all expense
were involved in sending a second and third
reminder, Il members would pay when they re-
ceived their first reminder, it would save a great
deal of money for the AJR.

Mr. Spiro then surveyed AJR activities of the
past year under ten headings. First, there was of
course membership administration. The AJR
office organises the provision of companions and
home helps for eld:rly members and non-
members, as and when required. On over 1,300
occasions such help was provided. In over 700
instances the office assisted with advice when
approached by refugees requiring counsel of a
personal nature.

With the help of Sell-Aid lunds, financial sup-
port is given to some 100 refugees and assistance
in kind to a modest number of applicants. Total
outgoings under this heading are about £17,000
per annum. The Self-Aid Concert in 1983 provided
£6,208. Members were reminded that the next
concert is on 21 October 1984 at the Queen
Elizabeth Hall.

Range of operations

We deal with recruitment of tenants for Eleanor
Rathbone House, a block of flats with some 54
mainly single-room flatlets, rented to refugees who
are still active but who prefer to live in shel-
tered accommodation. We administer Hannah
Karminski, Marie Baneth and Otio Hirsch
Houses, where we provide rented accommodation
for 21 refugees.

We operate a meals-on-wheels service (60 meals
per week from Hannah Karminski House) under
the direction of Mrs. Anderman and provide a
Luncheon Club at Hannah Karminski House once
4 week for about 40 people,

~We administer the Trust's activities by inter-
Viewing applicants for scholarships, special grants,
BFA loans, ete.

We handle the recruitment of residents for the
old-age homes administered by the CBF. :

. We have now established an organised Recruit-
ing Service for Volunteers to assist over a wide
fange of our operations.

We operate the AJR Club at Hannah
Karminski, which is flourishing under its 102-year-
old chairman, Mrs. Margaret Jacoby. Mrs. Dora
Segall has retired after so many years of devoted
work as vice-chairman, and the new vice-
chairman, Mrs. Lotte Saenger, has taken over with
skill and enthusiasm.

Mention must also be made of the devoted
clerical and managerial service rendered volun-
tarily and unpaid by Mrs. Katia Gould.

Mrs. Margot Williams and Mrs. Ruth
Finestone are responsible for admissions to the old
age homes (Heinrich Stahl, Leo Baeck, Osmond
and Otto Schifl Houses). These Homes have 192
residents. In the past year there were 82 urgent
applications for places in these Homes, of which
51 were admitted. Clearly, the need is there and it
is great, and there are plans to extend the homes—
17 further rooms, with toilets and showers, are
proposed for Heinrich Stahl, for example.

¥

What is needed

Mr. Spiro reminded his listeners that these are
not AJR Homes. They are the property of the
CBF's Allocations Committee and were estab-
lished from [unds secured by the Jewish Trust
Corporation from heirless Jewish property in the
British Zone of occupied Germany and West
Berlin.

In 1954 the CBF in consultation with the AJR
established an autonomous subcommittee re-
sponsible for the use of these funds. A major part
of these lunds was used for the establishment of
residential accommodation for the victims ol Nazi
persecution. The administration of these Homes
and of the Eleanor Rathbone House block of
sheltered accommodation is the responsibility of
the Management Committee chaired for many
years by Mr. Dresel, our Hon. President, and he
was succeeded by Mr. Spiro just over four years
ago. Itis a Freudian slip to call them *our Homes"

However, the Homes provide shelter for our
people, and we select them. Through the Alloca-
tions and Management Committees, on which we
are strongly represented, we take an active part in
the operation of the Homes. Mr. Ross, the direc-
tor, and his stall, are doing a splendid job, but is
that enough to give us the satisfaction that we have
really looked after our people?

The homes are clean and well run, and the food
is good. Still, it is a very traumatic experience for
an old person to go into a home, losing direct
personal contact. The average age of the residents
is 84. However, despite all the elforts made by the
management to provide the best conditions they
can, these efforts are wasted unless people of the
middle and younger generation visit the residents
and make them feel that they have links with the

The Executive Commitee and Staff of the

AJR

wish all members a
VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR

and thank them for their continuing
support
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world outside. Each resident should be adopted by
a visitor, to bring regular interest and stimulation
through his or her wvisits. If 100 such volunteer
visitors could be recruited, the residents’ lives
would be transformed. Mrs. Sylvia Matus, who
has the important job of co-ordinator, is busy
recruiting volunteers and matches them up with
the tasks in hand, introducing the volunteers to the
Homes.

The membership of the AJR stood at around
4,000. There was a net loss ol 43 members during
the year and it was important to replace them, il
possible many times over, through a membership
drive which would also seek to win many more
Friends for the AJR. Mr. Spiro ended by remind-
ing his listeners of the less fortunate in the com-
munity, many of whom had never thought they
would have to turn to the AJR for help and advice.
Some moved south when they lost their jobs or
their spouses, some live entirely on their own.
These people need help which few other organisa-
tions can give, The challenge was there to be taken
up.

The accounts were adopted by the meeting.

Mr. Marx, the Chairman, thanked the Hon.
Treasurer for his full account of the preceding
year. The Chairman then turned to his topic of the
meeting. “The Future of the AJR™.

When planning for the luture, he began, it is first
wise to look at the assets of the Association. These
comprise the membership of 4,000, which is likely
to fall from natural causes, unless we supplement it
with new recruitment and draw in younger
Friends, which must of course be done. The AJR
has three houses of its own: Hannah Karminski,
Marie Baneth and Otto Hirsch Houses and one-
third of Eleanor Rathbone House, There is the
AJR Club. We have our social services department
at Fairfax Mansions, concerned with admissions
for the four Homes formally owned and adminis-
tered by the CBF/WIR, using the funds of the
Allocations Committee, which must be applied
for refugees from Nazi oppression. The office is
headed by an experienced administrator and has a
stafl’ of some ten, mainly part-time people, to
which we have recently added a qualified case
worker. We have our monthly journal, AJR Infor-
mation, which links all our members together and
is read closely by them and much appreciated. It
keeps alive what is most valuable in the German
Jewish heritage, reports on our present activities,
gnd is a vehicle for the plans and policies of the
Executive.

Road to the Future

Finally, he said, we have the backing of the AJR
Charitable Trust, with adequate funds to start us
ofl' on the road to the future.

This is a very substantial list of assets, of which
many a comparable organisation could well be
envious, We must then ask ourselves what we want
to use our assets for, and how shall we set aboui
doing what we intend to do. The what is lairly
easily answered. Our funds have in large part been
acquired in trust or otherwise for furthering the
objectives of the AJR, Clearly, the beneficiaries of
our activities must be the elderly in our commun-
ity, those whose lives have at some stage been
disrupted or have sullfered some persecution as a
result of Nazi oppression. In other words, we are
likely to become increasingly a welfare and chari-
table organisation.
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As for how we go about it, the Executive
Committee have discussed this at considerable
length in recent months, but we have not yet come
up with a final answer because of the complexity ol
the decisions involved. While we are already invol-
ved to some considerable degree in work for the
elderly both in and out of the old age Homes,
conditions today are vastly different from what
they were 30 years ago when we started. People are
living longer and enter homes or otherwise seck
help at a much greater age—[ew people enter the
homes before they are 80 and the average age in
the homes is 84. Thus many of the residents and
people needing help are frailer, both physically
and mentally, than was the case in earlier years.
This affects life in the homes, where residents are
not as active as they were, so that more nursing
care is required and more stafl" and equipment are
needed, all of which calls for more money, The
same applies to those outside the Homes who call
on us—and are entitled to call on us—for help.

Among the various valuable suggestions that
have been made huave been proposals to build
more Homes lor the physically or mentally infirm.
There has been a suggestion (or building or setting
up a Day Centre 1o occupy the mobile elderly,
provide them with stimulating activities and inter-
ests and thus prolong both mental and physical
alertness. There is also u scheme to provide more
help for the elderly, especially when they are ill,
Possibly [ree when appropriate.

There are already numerous other societies and
charities which carry out work similar to our
Own and they frequently specialise in particular
Services, by catering for specific groups or dealing
With different kinds of people (e.g. the deafl or
blind) or with particular diseases. We could go it
alone or choose to work in co-operation with some
other body. We must be sure to concentrafe on
activities suitable for those we wish to help, and
that they are within our capacity financially and
administratively.

_ Thus we must make sure where the real needs
lie, the needs that we, with our experience and
TeSources, can supply. For this, a great deal of
Preparatory work is required to ensure that the
€Cisions we have to make are well founded, so
l_hﬂl we waste neither time nor scarce resources. To
find the facts we need will be one of the primary
tasks of our new case worker referred to earlier.

0 organisation can do everything. We must limit
Ourselves 1o carefully defined objectives and then
£0 Tull steam ahead to achieve those aims.

0 be an effective organisation, the AJR must
have 4 dedicated body of members willing and
able 1o devote time and energy to its objectives. At
I¢ present time we have an executive committee
Of about a dozen members, including the chair-
Man, vice-chairman, honorary treasurer and three
TUstees, some of whom have served for many

Annely Juda Fine Art

1 Fottenham Mews, London W1P9P)
] 01-637 5517/8
CONTEMPORARY PAINTING
AND SCULPTURE

Mon-Fri: 10 am-6 pm Sat: 10 am-1 pm

years. This body is responsible for overseeing the
activities ol our stall, who are responsible to that
committee.

In addition there is the Board which used to
meet at least twice a year. In its heyday its
discussions were helpful and it made valuable
contributions to the work of the Association.
Elections to the Board took place at the AGM and
candidates were either people who took some part
in our aflairs or in the Homes, or who had
achieved some prominence as refugees, or were
interested in our afTairs though not active in them,
Others were elected to replace a deceased parent,

Latterly there has been only one Board meeting
a year, and they have tended to become entirely
formal. The average age ol the Board has become
such that it was not really fair to expect its
members to take an active part. The Chairman
explained that he had written to each member of
the Board, telling him or her of the changed
circumstances, and ol the intention to set up a
reconstituted body of a smaller number of active
members [rom which executive committee mem-
bers could be progressively recruited. He asked
them to reconsider their positions and to let him
know whether they would like to continue in the
work ol the Association, or would like to take
advantage of the opportunity to retire,

New Adyvisory Council

There was a large response, with the majority
indicating that they would be happy to retire,
while others offered their active support in our
further endeavours. In these circumstances, it was
the intention to discontinue the Board, originally
set up in accordance with paragraph 11 (8) of the
AJR Rules, or constitution, which permits but
does not require the setting up ol a Board, and
therefore [acilitates its dissolution.

The Chairman expressed his renewed ap-
preciation and gratitude for the Board's past
support and contribution to the afTairs of the AJR.
It was his impression from the letters he had
received that the Board members understood the
need for adjustment to changes that were the result
of the natural course of time, The work was in no
way completed, and he urged the next generation
in their families to come forward and help run the
affairs of the Association.

It was planned to set up a new body called the
Advisory Council, which would eventually have
up to 24 members. It would initially be nominated
by the executive committee for a term of three
years, renewable for a further term of three years.
One third would retire cach year, so the first
members would be appointed variously for one,
two and three-year terms. The upper age limit
would be 75. Their terms of reference would be to

review the Association's policies and to offer -

constructive criticism and advice concerning its
activities and the welfare and interests of its
members. They would meet three or four times a
year, and there could be additional meetings if
necessary. Members would be expected to attend
regularly and to take an active part in its de-
liberations and decisions. It was hoped that some
of them would eventually join the Executive
Commitiee.

Page 3

The Chairman explained that it was his purpose
to secure the future of the AJR for at least the next
ten years as a force for good and for the service of
the community. He wanted to see the AJR as an
organisation people were proud to belong to and
eager to associate and work with, The AJR should
be so well founded and established that it could
continue to exist in its charitable and welfare
activities as a permanent reminder ol German
Jewry of the past, the culture whence we came, and
a memorial to how we were able, with the help of
the British people, to integrate [ully in this country
and to turn adversity into success and o become
one of the most valuable and creative groups
of immigrants in this country's thousand-year
history.

After the Chairman's discourse and the ensuing
discussion, Dr. Falk, the Vice-Chairman, pro-
posed Mr Marx for re-election as Chairman, and
Mr. Marx, upon being re-clected, proposed the
existing Executive for re-election, which duly
took place.

SELF-AID PRESIDENT

Mrs. Lola Hahn-Warburg

We announce with pleasure that Mrs. Lola Hahn-
Warburg has agreed to become President of Self-
Aid ol Refugees. Mrs, Hahn-Warburg's long and
distinguished role in the work of the German-
Jewish community began in the late twenties,
when she was one of the select group including
Ludwig Tietz, Willrid Israel and Robert Weltsch
who understood the perils of German Jewry very
carly on and worked incessantly lor the rescue of
children above all. In 1939 she worked closely with
Mrs. Neville Blond in bringing children to this
country and placing them in homes; she had
settled here in 1938, She is particularly well known
for her work with Youth Aliyah, and the
children’s home Beit Lola in Moshav Beit Uziel,
near Ramla in Israel, is named for her. She has
also worked closely with the CBF and Wizo. Her
brother-in-law Kurt Hahn, (who had run the
school in Salem at which Prince Philip was
educated) founded Gordonstoun School, where
several Royal children have been educated, and
was involved in the establishment of the inter-
national Atlantic College, with which Mrs. Hahn-
Warburg is also associated.

BELSIZE SQUARE SYNAGOGUE
51 Belsize Square, London, N.W.3
Qur communal hall is available for cultural
and social functions. For details apply to:
Secretary, Synagogue Office.

Tel: 01-794 3949
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TRACKED DOWN BY THE AJR:

VANISHED WRITER-IN-EXILE

FOUND IN

It is generally regarded as bad journalistic manners
for a periodical to blow its own trumpet.
Sometimes, however, one comes across stories that
are too good, and too relevant for one’s readers, Lo
remain unpublished. Such a story is that of Anna
Gmeyner, an exiled German-language writer.

Earlier this year, AJR Information published a
“search ad"™ at the request of a new publisher in
Mannheim, asking readers to help track down an
authoress who had been quite successful in pre-
Nazi Germany. The young publisher, Lisette
Buchholz, is devoting hersell to German exile
literature, i.e. reprints, works about that branch of
literature, and to forgotten antifascist writers. She
had by chance seen a copy ol a novel, *Manja",
the story of five children and their families in
Germany between 1922 and 1934

The book had been first published by Querido in
Amsterdam in 1938 under the pen-name of Anna
Reiner, which turned out to be a pseudonym of the
Austrian writer Anna Gmeyner, adopted in exile
in order not to endanger her relatives still living
under Nazi rule. “*Manja"™ was the first title Ms
Buchholz wanted to reprint; but the authoress had
“disappeared”, and so the publisher asked AJR
readers for help.

Within a short while it came. Anna Gmeyner
was living in an old-age home in York; a [riend of
her daughter had read the search ad, and the old
lady—now 82—had been tracked down. Contact
was established, Ms Buchholz even visited her in
her hideout, and “Manja™ has just been repub-
lished in that newly-founded persona verlag in
Mannheim. Now the details about that “forgot-
ten” writer's life, typical of so many other literary
exiles, have come to light.

Anna Gmeyner, a Jewess born in Vienna in
1902, had her first great success in 1932 with a
popular play, Automatenbiifetr, at the Berlin
Theater am Schiffbaverdamm (with Agnes Straub)
and in Hamburg under Erich Ziegel. When the
Nazis stopped her career, she emigrated, and for
most of the exiles that meant a new struggle 1o
keep body and soul together; there were all kinds
of projects that never materialised, and attempts at
teaming up with people who were already inter-
nationally famous.

Anna went to Paris with G. W. Pabst, discussed
film plans with Berthold Viertel and the Boulting
brothers in London. What did materialise was the
publication of the major novel, “*Manja", by the
valiant publishing house in Holland, Querido,
which saved many exiled German writers from
despair and oblivion—at least for a while.

SCOTLAND

Anna Gmeyner

With Hitler’s occupation of Western Europe,
these German exiles lost one of their last chances
of getting published in their own language. Anna
Gmeyner, who had settled in Britain, was lucky in
having two of her novels translated and published
by renowned London firms. But eventually she
must have felt that she could not face the
disappointment and [rustrations which a con-
tinued struggle would bring, and she withdrew
from it all after the death of her husband. The few
works she wrote in recent years were about religi-
ous themes. Now, the revival of her most import-
ant book, which may reach a new generation of
German readers, comes just in time to show Anna
Gmeyner that she has not been forgotten—and
AJR Information must be credited with having
played a vital part in this rescue operation.

Story of actress

We began our story with an apology for doing a
bit of publicity for this journal; may we end it with
another one for that young German publisher?
Lisette Buchholz's persona verlag can be contacted
at Germaniastr.53, D-6800 Mannheim, W.
Germany, and from there copies of Anna
Gmeyner's “Manja™ can be ordered (at DM 38.).
An enterprise like that deserves all the support we
can give it, Its next publication will be a reprint of
Lili Kérber's novel Die Ehe der Ruth Gompertz
(1934), about the experiences of a Jewish actress in
Germany when the Nazis subjugated the country's
cultural life. EGON LARSEN

Volunteers Needed Now
Contact Mrs. Matus at 01-624 4449
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DACHAU JEWS’ STORY

*‘Dachaver Neuesten’, a supplement of the ‘Sud-
deutsche Zeitung', recently published a series of
ten articles about the fate of the few Jews who had
lived in Dachau, near Munich, and who had to flee
in the night of 8/9 November 1938. Many tragic
and heartrending stories are told in this series,
which has now been issued as a booklet for SDM
and is available from the Siiddeutscher Verlag,
Sendlingerstrasse 80, 8000 Munich 2, West
Germany.

Among the stories told is that of the AJR
member Johanna Jallé, who lives in Shurdington,
near Cheltenham, She came from a well-to-do
family, and evokes the cultured atmosphere of the
inter-war years (Thomas Mann's daughter
Monika gave Miss Jallé English lessons). Then
everything changed. Her married sister committed
suicide, leaving a son. Miss Jallé came to Britain in
1939, and after the war was able to bring her
sister's son to Britain, where he was educated,
eventually becoming a Prolessor of Electronic
Engineering in America.

Following the appearance ol the articles, the
Mayor of Dachau invited Miss Jallé to wvisit the
town again. At 84, Miss Jaflé will see whether her
health will permit her to take up the offer. In
August she took a briel holiday in the Leo Baeck
House.

NEW CHAGALL EXHIBITION

On the occasion ol his 97th birthday, the artist
Marc Chagall has opened an exhibition of his
work in St. Paul de Vence. Eighty-five of his
pictures, created between 1905 and 1983, are on
show.,

BELSIZE SQUARE SYNAGOGUE
51 Belsize Square, N.W.3.

SELICHOT SERVICE
at the Synagogue
with Choir and Cantor
Address by the Rabbi

an
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd
at 10 p.m.
HIGH HOLY-DAY SERVICES
(at the Grosvenor Rooms
92 Walm Lane, NNW.2.)

Rosh Hashanah: Eve. 6.30 p.m.
1st and 2nd Day 9.30 a.m.
Kol Nidrei: 7.00 p.m.
Yom Kippur: 10.30 a.m.

For tickets of admission apply to the
Hon. Secretary, 51 Belsize Square, N.W.3.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES
(at the Grosvenor Rooms
92 Walm Lane, NNW.2,)
on both days of Rosh Hashanah at
10 a.m. and on Yom Kippur at 11.30 a.m.

SUCCOT SERVICES
at Belsize Square Synagogue
Eve: 6.30 p.m,
Morning: 11 a.m,
(Kiddush after each service in the Succah)

ARELIGION SCHOOL
Beginning of the New Term:
Sunday, September 9th at 10 a.m.
Registration of new pupils 10 a.m.
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ERWIN ROSENTHAL
AT 80

Erwin Rosenthal will be 80 on September 18. The
great Cambridge Semitist was born in Heilbronn,
started work in a bank, studied at the universities
of Heidelberg, Munich and Berlin, where he was
drawn to an academic career. He was working on
his Habilitationsschrift as Privatdozent at the
University ol Berlin and on Hebrew and Jewish
studies at the Berlin Hochschule (with Leo Baeck,
Julius Guttmann and Ismar Elbogen) when the
Nazis seized power. In April 1933 he came to
Britain where he was joined soon after by his
fiancée Elizabeth. They married in July, and recall
the welcome they received at a Westclifl’ boarding
house when looking for an inexpensive place to
spend their honeymoon, which provided a striking
contrast to the country they had left behind them.
Al the boarding-house they were told: *Sorry, we
only take Jews'—and they proudly claimed
admission.

With the help of C. G. Montefiore and Herbert
Loewe, he obtained his first position at University
College London as Head ol the Hebrew Depart-
ment and Lecturer in North Semitic Epigraphy. In
1936 he moved on to Manchester University,
served during the war in the RASC and then in the
Middle East section of the Political Intelligence
Department of the Foreign Office and was posted
to Cairo. Elizabeth, with two small children,
supplemented the £3 a week received from the
Army by undertaking crocheting, and even or-
ganised a group of thirteen refugee ladies to do
work beyond what she could cope with.

CAMDEN AUCTIONS

Auctioneers & Valuers Ltd.

Sales Rooms, Hoppers Road, The Green,
Winchmore Hill, London, N21. 886 1550
FORTNIGHTLY AUCTIONS
OF ANTIQUES-FURNITURE-OBJETS D'ART
Every other Thursday, 10.30 a.m.
Viewing Wednesday 9.30-8 p.m.

NEXT SALE THURSDAY 6th & 20th
SEPTEMBER

FREE VALUATIONS, PROBATE,
CLEARANCES, SINGLE ITEMS ACCEPTED

FOR ADVICE AND INFORMATION PLEASE
CONTACT:
Eric & Carol Levene

WANTED TO BUY

JEWELLERY-SILVER-SILVER PLATE
PORCELAIN - FURNITURE, PAINTINGS.
ETC.

TOP PRICES PAID

The Antique Shop,
24, The Green, N.21.
Day: 886 0925
Evenings: 441 0314
Ask for Mrs. H. Freedman

COMPLETE HOUSES CLEARED

Dr Erwin Rosenthal

In 1948 Dr. Rosenthal was invited to Cam-
bridge to take up a newly-created lectureship in
Hebrew, and he never looked back. In 1959 he
became Reader in Oriental Studies, and later a
Fellow of Pembroke College. His work has
covered a very wide field in Hebrew and Jewish
studies, and as an Arabist and Islamicist he has
been particularly interested in Islam as a political
philosophy, and his Averroes’ Commentary on
Plato’s 'Republic’ and Political Thought in
Medieval Islam have become classics, reprinted
and translated several times over. A Festschrift in
his honour, Interpreting the Hebrew Bible (edited
by J. A. Emerton and Stefan C. Reifl, Cambridge
University Press, £22.50), was originally intended
for his three-quarter-century, but since it was
published in 1982, it can serve neatly for his 80th
birthday as well; it is an excellent book with many
valuable contributions by leading scholars.

Erwin Rosenthal is a member of the Board of

the Leo Baeck Institute, and a long-time member
of the AJR and a contributor to this journal. He is
one of the finest exemplars of the German Jewish
scholarly tradition, and as such has enhanced the
best that Cambridge has to offer. We wish him and
his wife many further years of contentment.

oo an o annnno

LOTHAR NELKEN 75

Lothar Nelken, AJR Board member and chairman
of the KC Jewish student fraternity, will celebrate
his 75th birthday on 9 September. Born in Silesia,
he read law in Germany and acquired his doctor-
ate just belore leaving for Britain, where over the
years he was successfully engaged in the distribu-
tion of pharmaceutical products. He has led a very
full and active life, having been chairman of the
KC for a good many years as well as chairing the
Theodor Herzl society. He is very involved in
welfare work lor the old and sick and cares very
much flor the land of Israel.
We wish him and his wife Grete many more full
and happy years.
R.S.
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PAINTINGS BY LILLIAN HEYMAN

An exhibition of paintings by Lillian Heyman will
be held at the Hendon Library, The Burroughs,
N.W.4, from Bth September to 13th October
(Mon-Fri 9.00-7.00, Sat 9.00 a.m.~4.00 p.m.).

Mrs. Heyman, who is the wile ol the House
Committee member of Leo Baeck House, Mr.
E. K. Heyman, was born and brought up in Berlin.
From childhood her ambition was always to make
art her career. However, the advent of the Nazis
intervened and she had to study practical subjects
which would prepare her for emigration. Aller
arrival in this country she became a window
dresser- and display manager with a large fashion
multiple. While bringing up her two children
painting was little more than a holiday recreation.
However, once the children became independent,
she joined adult education classes in Art. Now,
after 10 years, oil paints and easel are her constant
companions. Exhibitions ol her works were previ-
ously held in several London boroughs.

PARALYSED PAINTER’S EXHIBITION

When 73-year-old Samuel Pelten was paralysed
down his right side, his retirement hobby of
painting seemed at an end. That was nine years
ago and in the intervening time Mr. Pelten has
learnt to use his left hand to such good effect that
he has not only compiled a hand-written English-
Yiddish dictionary and his own autobiography,
but he has also held an exhibition of watercolours
at Hendon Library. Polish-born Samuel Pelten
emigrated to Belgium in his youth. He and his wife
escaped the Occupation by walking to Dunkirk
where they were put on one ol the last ships to
leave for England. In wartime London, they were
caretakers of the Netherhall Gardens Relugee
Centre,

ISRAELI ARTIST'S MUNICH SHOW

The Jewish community in Munich and Israel's
International Institute for Exchange of General
Information have for the first time organised an
exhibition by an Israeli artist in Germany. The
painter in question is internationally known Yosl
Bergner, born in Vienna in 1920. After a childhood
in Poland, in 1937 he emigrated to Australia and
his first exhibition was in Melbourne in 1939. After
a spell in France, Yosl Bergner went to live in
Israel. His work has passed through various
periods of expressionism, symbolism and surreal-
iym and remains highly stylised, marked by human
figures with pale oval faces and large almond-
shaped eyes.

Highest prices paid
for

ANTIQUES

of any description

Objets d'Ant—Judaica
Silver—Jewellery—Glass
Ceramics—Paintings

M. Ekstein Ltd.
90 Jermyn Street
Piccadilly
London SW1
Tel. (01) 930 2024
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Author’s Reply

Sir,—The reviewer of my book [German-Jewish
Refugees in England in the August issue of AJR
Information] violates a fundamental principle of
good reviewing, which is to provide a fair and
balanced summary. He says that he wished I had
mentioned questions of identity, the relationship
between ‘past and present Germany', *the British
people’, etc. I have wrilten several chapters on
these questions, and one of them is actually called
‘Problems of Identity'! As for his complaint that I
left out the internment period, I made it very clear
why I thought that there were good reasons not to
repeat yet again what can be read in many other
books, but rather to concentrate on what was
essential in the context of my study, namely the
impact internment had on the refugees.

Most disturbing to me is Mr. Stent’s {ailure to
tackle the basic issues involved. The book is'noxa
general account of German Jews in Britain, as I'
have explained very clearly in the book, but a
study ol specific aspects of German-Jewish life.
The book is a specialist monograph, needing
expert knowledge about the principal questions to
which I address myself. The fact that Mr. Stent is
bothered by the idea of *ethnicity’, when that is the
very subject of the book, speaks for itself. If he
were more familiar with the scholarly context in
which this study has to be judged, he would
certainly not have regarded questions about every-
day life and attitudes towards Britain, Germany
and Jewishness as “trivia'. Certainly none ol my
respondents scemed to think so, even without
being social scientists.

And | would like to assure Mr. Stent—and your
readers— that not only did I ‘claim’, but actually
did interview 180 refugees, many ol them members
of the AJR. In fact, | interviewed more, but for

The
versatile

INTERPHONE

and flats

for homes, offices

INTERPHONE LTD. London NW3 7BG Tel-01 794 7823

various reasons could not incorporate all of them.
This is a much larger number than one would find
in most studies of this kind and therefore reflects a
sizable proportion of ‘the community’.

What is more, the lively and positive response |
had when [ was invited to talk about my findings
in public (mainly Jewish), seemed to indicate that |
was heading in the right direction. Even so, |
would not dare to claim—and I also made it very
clear in my book—*to know it all’. This is the very
first monograph which takes a long-term view of
German-Jewish refugees in this country; others are
invited to carry on and olfer their perspective. But
the ‘definitive study’ will never be writien: every
book is only one person’s view. [ Mr. Stent is
hoping for the ‘real’ book he will have to wait
forever.

Dr. MARION BERGHAHN
24 Binswood Avenue,
Leamington Spa, Warwicks.
CV32580

Portrait Painter
Sir,—Nathan Casler (or Cassler) was a German
Jewish painter, active about 1820 at Hamburg,
who specialised in portraits of Jewish person-
alities. One of these, of the preacher G. Salomon,
reached a wider public as a lithograph by S.
Bendixen. Apart [rom an entry in the Thieme
Becker Kuenstler Lexikon, based on the Hambur-
ger Kuenstlerlexikon, nothing is known about
Nathan Casler.
[ have in my possession a portrait of an ancestor ol
mine signed “Nathan Casler pinxit” and would
like to hear from other owners in an attempt to
establish the oeuvre of a forgotten artist.
13 Hillside Gardens  Dr. K. E. HINRICHSEN
Highgate
London N6 55U.
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Art Reviewing
Sir,—l would like you to know how much 1
appreciate AJR Information, which it is a great
joy to read every month.

Being myself in the art line, 1 especially enjoy
reading the reviews by Alice Schwab, and the lact
that not only Jewish artists and exhibitions are
reviewed gives me particular pleasure since
otherwise | would miss one or another great event.
Studio ‘B’ F. 1. KORMIS
3 Greville Place,

London, N.W.6

Mr. Kormis is the distinguished sculptor, still work-
ing busily in his eighth decade. -Ed.

William Roberts: Artist and his Wife

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY

The William Roberts exhibition “An Artist and
his Family™ at the National Portrait Gallery (until
7 October) is apposile in its timing since it comple-
ments the major exhibition of the work of his
brother-in-Law. Jacob Cramer, which was recently
held it the Ben Ur William Roberis (1895 1UR0)
wais o key member ol the Yorticist group and
“maintaned a prolific output until his death. The
forty pictures in this exhibition are all of Roberts
himsell, s wile Sarah (Cramer’s sister) and his
son John. They ure not only tender in then
composition, but reflect  the artist’s  superb
draughtsmanship and subtle use of colours. Miny
ol the pictures have not previously been on pul\[n;:
display.

At the John Denham Gallery, 50 Mill Luane,
NWG6, there has recently been an exhibition of
paintings, drawings, collages und reliels by Wilter
Nessler. Nessler was born in Leipzig in 1912, but
spent his formative years in Dresden where he
studied at the Ttalian Art School. He left Germany
in 1937 to settle in England and served in the
British Army during the last war. Later he worked
and studied in Paris and developed his sculptural
capabilities at the St Martin's School ol Art under
Elizabeth Frink. Much of his work is experi-
mental, but for the last twenty years he has been
concerned with aspects of man and space. Some of
his pictures can still be seen at the gallery.

ALICE SCHWAB
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FLORA SOLOMON

In one of our last intimate talks—it coincided with
the recent publication of her fascinating biography
“From Baku to Baker Street” (Collins, £11.95)—
Flora Solomon said: “Well, now [ have fully
accounted for my life.” 1 only sensed the pre-
monition in her remark, expressed in that factual
way which was so typical of her personality.

In a strange way, today her words seem to
soften the blow which the loss of this extraordi-
nary woman and friend has dealt me and all who
loved and admired her. How few of us are for-
tunate enough to account for a lifetime full of
worthwhile activity and lasting relationships?
Moreover, Flora Solomon was of that precious
breed who create with their talent and intellect the
opportunities to use their natural gifts for the
benefit of others.

Born as the first of three daughters, Flora
Solomon grew up in Russia, surrounded by luxury
but totally starved of parental love and affection.
There was not even any response to the adoration
of her beloved father, a millionaire in control of
the Baku oil resources. It was here in an early
encounter with the living conditions of his em-
ployees that Flora's social conscience was aroused,
an experience never 1o be forgotten, It fired her
determination to relieve poverty and sulfering
Wherever she saw it. Her fearless willpower and
resourcefulness in pursuit of her aims were im-
mense, particularly as these qualities were sup-
ported by the skills of the born organiser. It was
this rare combination which produced her remark-
able achievements as the pioneer Wellare Officer at
Marks and Spencer. Above all, it made her known
48 “The Lady with the Ladle”"—Flora Solomon
Was the prime-mover of that unique institution

Flora Solomon

known during the war as the British Restaurant.

If the emotional deprivation of the young Flora
hiad left no ostensible scar, it certainly did not help
her to become a warm, motherly woman. During
the many years of our [riendship we had grown
very close, in spite of a very different mentality.
She felt at home in my house and with my family
and we were always very open with cach other in
our mutual criticism. “You are too compas-
sionate”, she used to tell me. 1 don't burden
mysell’ il I cannot help. I can only act.” And act
she did. Selflessly, regardless of her own needs or
comfort, The days of luxury were left behind. She
did not care about money or possessions; she was,
in fact, extremely modest, almost without personal
demands.
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But what mattered to Flora Solomon were
people and relationships. She was the most gener-
ous hostess, stimulating and responsive at the
same time, with a keen eye for budding person-
alities, particularly if they were in need of a helping
hand. Once she recognised their potential, she
would do everything she could to further them. It
was a real joy to observe her in conversation with
people from all walks of life and 1o see her kindling
their hidden qualities.

May I finally use the courtesy of your pages Lo
thank Barnet Litvinofl' who, by his inspired co-
operation with Flora Solomon on the book, has
preserved the image of this great woman of our
time, LOLA HAHN-WARBURG

WAR MUSEUM THINKS AGAIN

Jewish visitors to the exhibition *“European
Resistance to Nazi Germany™ at the Imperial War
Museum were surprised to find little apparent
reference to Jewish resistance to the Third Reich.
It turned out that, although relevant documents
were on show, they had not been translated from
the original languages and would convey little to
any visitor who knew neither French nor German.
The Imperial War Museum has now put trans-
lations of the documents on show and plans to
include a section on the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

COMPUTERS FOR CARMEL

From September, every pupil at Carmel College
from the first to fifth years is to study computing in
the school's own computer laboratory. The Inde-
pendent  Schools Micro-Electronic  Education
Project hopes to present Carmel as an example to
other independent schools in the attempt to per-
suade them to install computer equipment.

HII]N THE FRIENDS OF AKIM

U.K. Charity Commission Registered No. 241 458

ISRAEL ASSOCIATION FOR THE REHABILITATION
OF THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED

A BEQUEST TO AKIM

WOULD PERPETUATE YOUR NAME IN ISRAEL
AND REDUCE THE TAX LIABILITY OF YOUR ESTATE.
AKIM IS NON-CONTROVERSIAL AND NON SECTARIAN.
100% OF ANY BEQUEST GOES TO ISRAEL:
THERE ARE NO DEDUCTIONS WHATSOEVER.

Please telephona
or write to Secretary:

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY
(space donated by Aldersgate Engineering Co. Ltd.)

Mrs. Fay Shelter

102 Chace Avenue
Potters Bar, Herts,
Phone: (77) 50479

Remember
Israel

So Israel may remember you

If you wish Israel and Jewish
Qrganisations to benefit by your
Will, why not consult us?

We have a special knowledge of
the problems and needs of
Jewish Clients, and can help you
or your Solicitor to carry out your
intentions.

For further information and
advice, without obligation and
free of charge, please apply to:

Mr H. Rothman (Director)

K.K.L. Executor & Trustee Co. Ltd.
Harold Poster House,

Kingsbury Circle,

London, NW9 9SP.

Telephone: 01-204 9911, Ext: 36
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IN MEMORY OF HERBERT BAUM

Students at Berlin’s Technical University have
been pressing for the University's main building to
be named after Herbert Baum, the Jewish com-
munist who fought against National Socialism.
But more conservative elements in the University
Senate rejected the suggestion, partly because
members of the Baum Group had set fire to a Nazi
exhibition in their struggle against the Third
Reich. The dispute, however, has been resolved by
an agreement to hold an annual symposium to be
called the “Herbert Baum Colloquium: Resistance
and Persecution under National Socialism™,
Topics chosen will relate to the role of scholarship
during the Third Reich and each colloquium will
be centred on a person or group who suffered
under the Nazis.

US BERLINERS VISIT CITY
A party of 255 former Berliners now living in the

USA visited the city recently at the invitation of

the Senate of Berlin. Most of them were from New
York and for many guests it was the first visit to
Berlin since their enforced emigration. The Senate
has been issuing similar invitations for over a
decade.

FRANKFURTERS IN HOME TOWN

The City of Frankfurt a.M. has once again invited
[ormer citizens to visit their home town. 115 guests
recently came to Frankfurt, mostly from Israel,
but also from the New World and Italy. In his
speech of thanks, Curt Meyer of Jerusalem made
the point: “Aflter 50 years, there can be no home-
coming, only a visit, a remembrance of onesell”.

STORM OVER FASSBINDER PLAY

The Director of Frankfurt's Old Opera House,
Ulrich Schwab, was dismissed on the spot after he
had refused to consider protests against his plan to
present “Der Miill, die Stadt und der Tod”
[Rubbish, the city and death] by the late Rainer
Werner Fassbinder. The play deals with a rich and
lecherous Jewish speculator and exploiter of the
poor. It was published in 1976, to the accompani-
ment of protests againsl its apparent antisemitism,
but has never yet been performed: the author
wished it to have its premiere in Frankfurt, When
Herr Schwab announced his intention to stage
“Der Miill . . .", the Jewish community of
Frankfurt voiced sharp protests, while the Lord
Mayor and the head of the city's cultural allairs
asked him to reconsider the matter. In his turn, the
Opera Director accused the city authorities of
censorship, and after several hours of discussion
the board of the Old Opera House decided to
dismiss him. A statement by the city council
declared that it no longer had confidence in Herr
Schwab.

DORTMUND SHOW FINDS HOME

Now three years old, an exhibition on *“‘Persecu-
tion and Resistance in Dortmund™ has found a
permanent home in Rittershausstrasse. In the
meantime, it has been seen in Netania, Copen-
hagen, Odense and several places in Germany
besides Dortmund itself. A similar exhibition is to
be seen in connection with “Dortmund Week™ at
Rostov in the Soviet Union. Over 100,000 spec-
tators have seen the documents, photographs,
illegal pamphlets, banners and badges of [orbid-
den political groups, making up the exhibition.
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NO TRIAL FOR THALMANN KILLING

Despite the efforts of Irma Gabler-Thilmann, it
appears certain that no proceedings will be
brought against Wollgang Otto for the murder of
her father, Ernst Thiillmann, leader of the Com-
munist Party in the Weimar Republic. Otto, a
former SS-man now aged 72, has been consistently
accused ol having killed Thilmann in 1944 by
shooting him in the back of the head in
Buchenwald crematorium. Under the American
occupation ol Germany, Otto was in fact im-
prisoned for a short time for this crime, but was
released in 1952, Now a Kleve court has rejected
the attempt to bring him to trial on the grounds
that evidence given by Marian Zgoda (who died
some lime ago) was questionable on several points.
Zgoda, a corpse-carrier at Buchenwald, described
the scene of the murder in detail on a number of
occasions. Following this court decison, coupled
with the death of Ernst Thilmann's widow and
that ol Prolessor F. K. Kaul, a lawyer who backed
the lamily’s eflorts, it seems most improbable that
the question will be raised again in court.

EMIGRATION RESEARCH OFFICE

The Museum of Hamburg History has opened a
new department entitled (in English) the Historic
Emigration Office. The basis of its information
consists of lists of German emigrés between 1850
and 1914, which carry the names of nearly five
million persons who left for the New World via the
port of Hamburg. The HEO has put this in-
formation on to microfilm, but stresses that no
researches can be made without the name of the
person concerned and the exact year ol their
emigration.
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OBITUARIES

JOSEPH AMUSIN

Professor Joseph Amusin, a world authority on
the Dead Sea Scrolls, died recently in Leningrad.
Born in 1910 in Byelorussia, he was arrested on
suspicion of Zionism in 1927, while still a school-
boy. Again, he spent some years in prison in the
1930s and on his release he studied history, fought
in the Second World War and then returned to his
studies. Professor Amusin specialised in the an-
cient world, particularly the Dead Sea Scrolls, the
Qumran texts and Biblical Palestine, although he
was never allowed to visit Israel.

EMMY BUCHLER

Emmy Buchler, who died recently, was a great
help to young German refugees in the 30s. Daugh-
ter of the principal of Jews' College, she was

deeply involved in the London Jewish Club, ar-’

ranging reading circles, English and Hebrew
classes and other social functions. She also taught
English in conjunction with the refugees’ com-
mittee in Woburn House.

URSULA LEO-LEVY

The distinguished artist Ursula Leo-Levy has died
at the age of 69. A Berliner by birth, she came to
Britain in 1939 and in this country married her
fellow-artist Emmanuel Levy. Part of her efforts
were devoted to teaching art, but the originality of
her own work was appreciated by art collectors in
Britain, Germany and Portugal.

KLAUS WACHSMANN

A pioneer in studying the nature of music, par-
ticularly African music, Professor Klaus
Wachsmann died a few weeks ago. He was 77.
Born in Berlin, Klaus Wachsmann studied under
the musicologist Erich von Hornbostel, but left
Germany in 1933. He moved to Uganda and was
Curator of Kampala Museum lrom 1949 o 1957.
There he studied and wrote about Ugandan musi-
cal instruments. Eventually he went to America
and held chairs in several universities. Professor

achsmann was often invited to lecture in Britain,
Where he held the Bronze Medal of the Royul
Alrican Society.

P—

BERNARD HANAUER

While on his way to the memorial gathering in
Berlin on July 20th, 67-year-old Bernard Hanauer
died at London Airport. As a Dutch student in
Germany before the war, he was a determined
opponent of the Nazi regime and spent some time
in Dachau. During the war, he joined the Special
Operations Executive and carried out much under-
cover work in the Far East. After 1945, Captain
Hanauer taught at Bedales and Charterhouse, but
in the wider world he was chairman of One Free
Democratic Europe, vice president of the Union
des Résistants pour une Europe Unie and of the
Union Internationale de la Résistance et de la
Déportation. He also sat on the executive of the
Comité International de Dachau. Among his
many decorations was the Netherlands Resistance
Memorial Cross.

™ FRANK LYNDER

Frank Lynder (The Sergeant) died recently in
Berlin at the age ol 68. Arriving in Britain shortly
before the outbreak of war, he joined the Pioneer
Corps and was later attached to the late Sefton
Delmer’s Black Propaganda group. Their secret
operation specialised in broadcasting subversive
propaganda to the German forces, apparently
emanating [rom dissident German servicemen and
officers. Some years after the war, Mr. Lynder
returned to Germany and held an important posi-
tion in the Axel Springer Verlag.

BERNARD KING

The death of Bernard King at the age of 92 was
announced recently. He was well known in Fleet
Street, since he was art editor of the “News
Chronicle” for nearly 30 years. In 1960 he joined
the “Jewish Chronicle™ in a similar post and
continued with the paper until 1970. Thereafter he
continued to act as art consultant to the “JC". As
a young man, Bernard King was employed by an
American advertising agency and worked in the
United States for a number of years. In the 1920s
the agency appointed him manager in its Berlin
office, but after Hitler came to power he was
beaten up by the SS, the offices were wrecked and
he was forced to leave everything and arrived in
Britain virtually destitute. It was from that point
that he had to make a new career as an editor.

The organization seeks a resident caring
Warden for its Highgate block of sheltered
flatlets  of elderly refugees (rom Nazi
persecution.

Informal qualifications for the post include a
sympathetic but sometimes firm nature and the
ubility to deal with the varied needs of the
lenants.

Salary (circa £4,500) and other. conditions in
dccordunce with the NJC Conditions of
Employment.

THE CENTRAL BRITISH FUND FOR WORLD JEWISH RELIEF
WARDEN

A two bedroomed flat is available [ree of rent
and rates,

For further details and application form please
contacl:

Maurice Ross or Helen Allan
CBF/WIR, Drayton House,
Gordon Strret,

London WCIH 0AN

Tel: 01-387-3925
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SEMINARY COLLECTION SALE

Protests were made when the auction firm of
Sotheby's announced earlier this year that it was
proposing to include a number of Hebrew books
and manuscripts in a New York sale. The items,
which included a 15th-century manuscript of
Maimonides and mediaeval books of religion,
originally belonged to the Berlin rabbinical semi-
nary closed by the Nazis in 1942, The New York
State Attorney, at the instance of Jewish groups,
tried unsuccessfully to block the sale pending
evidence of the true ownership. The president of
the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, said the
College would not be bidding for the manuscripts,
since he considered them “tainted": the original
owners were dead and the books would be sold for
personal profit. Another point of view was expres-
sed by the director ol Jerusalem’s Museum of
Jewish Art, who said that people who had rescued
the books from destruction by the Nazis had
performed a good deed and deserved to reap a
profit.

The Jewish Theological Seminary in New York
by private treaty bought the two most valuable
items in the collection, a 15th-century Bible from
Prague and a l4th-century Spanish prayerbook.
These were valued respectively at $500,000 and
$200,000, whilst several other manuscripts were
sold at over one million dollars each.

With best wishes from

VICTORINOX

Swiss Knives of Quality

STEVE'S RELIABLE
CAR SERVICE

AIRPORTS & TOWN
Special Care for the Elderly
Please telephone evenings

883 9585

CAMPS
INTERNMENT- P.O.W.—
FORCED LABOUR—KZ

| wish 10 buy cards, envelopes and folded post-
marked letters from all camps of both world wars.
Please send, registered mail, stating price, to:
14 Rosslyn Hill, London NW3
PETER C. RICKENBACK
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CHOIRMASTER FROM ESSEN

Willi Scharfs father had a good voice and hoped
to become an operatic singer in pre-war Germany.
But the Nazis came to power and the Scharl
family, having seen Essen Synagogue burnt before
their eyes, fled to England. Willi continued his
father’s interest in music: he became a professional
violinist (he still enjoys playing the violin and
viola) and studied singing. Twenty-one years ago,
he was appointed choirmaster at Hampstead
Synagogue, where for the past 90 years there has
been a mixed choir.

YOUNG GERMANS AND THE JEWS

Over three years ago, an elderly man living in
Israel wrote to the editor of the “Jerusalem Post™:
“Yes, | still hate the Germans and everything
relating to them. Not only did they massacre 6
million Jews, they have over and above that
destroyed many more lives™. This letter brought a
reply from pupils of an Erkrath (near Diisseldorf)
school, saying that they were not even born during
the Nazi period and asking what could be done to
overcome such lasting hatred. There ensued a
lively correspondence, in the course ol which the
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original letter-writer invited the 25 young people
to visit him in Israel. Other writers, mostly older
people, also invited the German pupils. A continu-
ing relationship was set up and the Erkrath school
last year held an exhibition entitled *Letters to
Young Germans™, Now a book based on this
episode (edited by Wolfgang Wende, Diisseldorf,
“der kleine verlag'™) has been issued; it contains
not only the original 34 letters, but also many
documents and bibliography, a revealing testi-
mony to the contacts between young Germans and
Jews of their grandparents’ generation.

FAMILY EVENTS

Entries in this column are free of
charge, but voluntary donations would
be appreciated. Texts should reach us
by the 10th of the preceding month.

Deaths

Altschul:—H. Altschul, of 10 Fettes
House, Wellington Road, NW8 died
on 27 July. Born in Hannover, he was
a passenger in May 1939 on the *St.
Louis™ (The Voyage of the Damned).
Deeply mourned by his family.

Grunfeld:—Mrs. Marianne Grunfeld,
of 70 Cholmley Gardens, London
NW6, widow of the late Karl
Grunfeld and mother of the late
Frank Grunfeld, passed away on |
August. She will be sadly missed by
her remaining nephews and nieces, to
whom she devoted her life after losing
her nearest and dearest..

Keyzer:—Adele Keyzer, of 19
Devonshire Court, New Hall Road,
Salford 7, passed away suddenly

URGENTLY
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while on holiday in Germany. Sadly
missed by all her relatives and [riends.
MHDSRIP.

Lowe:—Mrs. Martha Lowe, of 9
Clarendon  Gardens, Wembley,
passed away peacelully at Northwick
Park Hospital on 3 August in her 84th
year. Deeply mourned by her son,
grandson, daughter-in-law, family
and friends. ~ \

Waldstein:—Gerhard Waldstein died
on 26 July after a grave illness. I lost
my wonderful friend. May he rest in
peace. Always sadly missed by Stefli
Feher.

Walters:—Edith Walters passed away
in her sleep suddenly on Friday, 27
July. A loving woman filled with
gentle nobility. A caring mother and
devoted wile now resting al peace.
Sadly missed and forever in the hearts
ol husband Eric and son lan,

CLASSIFIED
The charge in these columns is 50p
Jor five words plus £1.00 for advertise-
ments under @ Box Neo. To save ad-
ministrative costs, please enclose pay-
ment with the text of your adver-
tisement.

Situations Vacant
ARE YOU WILLING to help an
elderly person with shopping or cook-
ing on a lemporary or permanent

basis? Current rate of pay £2.40 per
hour. To apply, please telephone AJR
Social Services Department, 624 4449,

RELIABLE FEMALE BOOK-
KEEPER wanted for 1 day

monthly for small property company
in NW London. Tel. 452 6651.

Miscellaneous

ELECTRICIAN City and Guilds
qualified. All domestic work under-
taken. Y. Steinreich Tel: 455 5262.

REVLON MANICURIST. Will visit
your home, Phone 01-445 2915,

Personal
LADY, early sixties, cultured back-
ground, living in Tel Aviv, seeks
gentleman friend interested in travel,
languages, classical music, good
books, ete. Box 1037.

INFORMATION REQUIRED
BECHAIJA. Irene Bechaja, who
emigrated to England with her pa-
rents when she was a child. Box 1039,

JENSEN. Can anyone recollect Karl
& Margarete Jenson who emigrated
with their son Torsten in 1939 from
(Sued) Mahlsdorf (Sued-Ost Berlin)?
Box 1038.

POSENER. Siegbert Felix Posener,
born 7.12.1916 in Bitterfeld, parents
Heinrich and Margarete. Lived in
Dresden, went to Berlin 1939, then to

IRENE FASHIONS

formerly of Swiss Cottage

Delightful selection of Continental and English
Dresses, Suits, Cocktail and Evening Wear. Sizes
range from 36”-50" hips.
For appointment please telephone
9-11 am
after 7 pm: 346 9057

TO ALL MIGRAINE SUFFERERS
Relief is in sight

Keep an “lzpack”™ Migraine Mask always handy on the lower shelf of
your fridge. When you feel a Migraine attack approaching, put it to your
face and alter a short while you will feel relief of pain.

Price: £3.00 post free
PLAISTICAIR (J. BENNETT)
40/41, Valentine Road, London, E.9. Tel. 01-985 8637

London. Information to Dr Gary
Leon, AJR, B Fairfax Mansions,
London, N.W.3

AJR Enquiry
KOSTA. Would Mrs. A, Kosta, last
known address 36 Burnham Court,
Brent Street, London NW4 2RE,

please contact the Membership
Department.

AUDLEY
REST HOME
(Hendon)
for Elderly Retired Gentlefolk
Single and Double Rooms with wash
basins and central heating. TV

lounge and dining-room over-
looking lovely garden.

24-hour care—long and short term.

Licensed by the Borough of
Barnet
Enquiries 202 2773/8967

FOR FAST EFFICIENT FRIDGE
& FREEZER REPAIRS

7-day service
All parts guaranteed

J. B. Services

Tel. 202-4248
until 9 pm

AVI'S TV SERVICE
01-206 1662

Answerphone
Expert repairs to any TV set, video,
aerials, stereo and hi-fi and
electrical appliances
Second-hand TVs for sale

A. EISENBERG

‘SHIREHALL’
Licenced by the Borough of Barnet
Home for the elderly, convalescent and
incapacitated
* Single rooms comfortably appointed
* 24-hour nursing care
* Excellent cuisine
* Long and short-term stay
Telephone:
Matron 01-202 7411 or
Administrator 078 42 52056

93 Shirchall Park,

Hendon NW4
(near Brent Cross)
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INSURANCE DISPUTE FOR ORT

A year ago British ORT had organised a charity
dinner at which the former US Secretary of State,
Dr. Henry Kissinger, was to have appeared. ORT
was hoping to make £100,000 for its funds through
this occasion, but at the last moment Dr. Kissinger
had to withdraw to head a Presidential Com-
mission of Inquiry on Central America. The char-
ity had, with foresight, insured against the guest of
honour failing to appear, but alas, the insurers
have refused the claim, apparently because of a
different reading of the policy. British ORT is
Currently suing the underwriters.

BELSIZE SQUARE ON COMPUTER

Far-reaching changes were suggested at the annual
meeting of the Belsize Square Synagogue. The
chairman, Ernest Nathan, wondered whether the
Synagogue should not move to some other district
in North London. Martin Lawrence also thought
that consideration should be given to leaving the
Union of Liberal and Progressive Synagogues and
affiliating to the Conservative Movement. Alter-
natively the Synagogue might remain independent.
After long discussion, it was decided that a com-
puter study of the 1,285 members should be
carried out and a steering committee report on the
results.
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Urgent!

HAVE YOU PAID
YOUR AJR
SUBSCRIPTION?
REMINDERS ARE

GREETINGS CARDS WANTED

The Council of Christians and Jews is asking
artists to submit a new design for a greetings card.
For the past three years, a card designed by John
Harris with the word “Shalom™ in Hebrew and
“Peace™ in English has been in use. The success(ul
designer will receive an honorarium of £50,
and will have the satisfaction of helping a gpod

COSTLY & WASTEFUL.
KOKOTEK FUND APPLIED

For the first time, the Jakob J. Kokotck Jewish
Educational Fund has granted two bursaries,
covering one-half of the travel fees involved in a
tour of Israel. The recipients, Jonathan Lachmann
and Daniel ZelT, were runners-up in a project on

PLEASE PAY IT NOW

Cause. Isracl and the Diaspora.
1‘\ ——
" i b BELSIZE SQUARE MADE-TO MEASURE | | HIGHEST PRICES
\ ADVERTISE IN AJR GUEST HOUSE Jersey, wool and drip-dry garments. paid for
v INF%RMATION? 24 BELSIZE SQUARE, ;ué\glgg? _Oull..sim: our }spc):;lam,, From £12-00 Gontlarans Sesieolf CloAe
ou will gain access to an Tel: 01-794 4307 or 01-4 incl. malterial. Also customers own
excellent market for your _— material made up and alterations car- WE GO ANYWHERE, ANY TIME
product or service Moo ST oustetien || | ™ “Bhone 01-4595817 S. DIENSTAG
the iﬁaszfs&f:{)hc‘:n{;‘ G NEAR SWISS COTTAGE STATION Mrs. L. Rudolfer (01-272 4484)
vertisement Dept.
01-624 9096/7
cEmmAN B00KS o oSt kit ot | || MAPESBURY LODGE
ree ki L hcen: he Borough of Brent)
BOUGHT ® Full Central Heating @ Free Laundry for #‘;a ;g::i;,‘a cot;n:alasceant and SMALL, QUIET, RESIDENTIAL
P —— sk @ Free Dutch-Style Continental Breakfast partly incapacitated.
sty pe-varnon lssica edodcasci i s COLDWELL HOUSE
Near Underground Sta. Finchley Rd, room:. Colour TV. hle, %entral
B. HARRISON LONDON, N.W.6. heating, private telephones, etc., in
The Village Booksho| Tel: 01-624 0079 all roo?'ns. Excellent kosher cuisine. INDIVIDUAL DIETS
“;el;i:egianc; Nawp3 Colour TV lounge. Open visiting. GERMAN SPOKEN
Tol: 01-794 3180 s NURSE ON PREMISES
S ull 24-hour nursing care.
i ne X
0 HILLCREST LODGE Buecher in By g b g Tel. 01-445 0061
! 40 Shoot-up Hill deutscher ' ‘““""'““: a'ﬁ“’ o
London NW23Q8 Sprache und Bilder e
¢ HOME FOR THE ELDERLY sucht i
Begpnfully furnished Double and A. W. MYTZE GROSVENOR NURSING TORRINGTON HOMES
SeEapns e\ Resscnsiie . HOME MRS. PRINGSHEIM, S.R.N.,
Rates Postfach 246, D-1 Berlin 37 e l p MATRON
Qualified Nurses always in Ich bitte um Angebote. SR Conveeecent = % For Elderly, Retired and Convalescent
attendance b I d medical patients. Day and night Licensed by Borough of Barnet)
Please telephone Matron: il w:cr o supervision by qualified staff. *Single and Double Rooms.
452 6201 . abgeholt! Spacious lounge, Colour T.V., ‘I!,‘ > Basins and CH in all rooms.
e Bezahlung bestens und dining room and Lift. Kosher :E::(:::::n'grl;llﬂ ;:::Srlitg rooms.
umgehend! cuisine. Moderate Terms. 'Lon.g ur}d shor:uljcrm, including trial
4 0 . iod if required.
AVENUE LODGE Tel: 01-452 0515/203 2692. B L
Registered by the London Borough of Barmaet Evenings 01-286 9842. 01-445 1244 Office hours
Golders Green, N.W.11 85/87 Fordwych Road, 01-455 1335 other times
NORTH-WEST LONDON'S EXCLUSIVE FOR EFFICIENT CAR London, N.W.2. 39 Torringlon Park, N.12
HOME FOR THE ELDERLY AND RETIRED SERVICE

¥ i:mnuus single and double rooms with colour

AIRPORTS SEASIDE

gy Please telephone C..H. WILSON DRESSMAKER
? f-," ir cilsine & wibcle dists 886 8606 Carpenter HIGHLY QUALIFIED
i Datdanl—eal\r parking. : Pl Painter and Decorator VIENNA TRAINED
. Day and night nursing care Evenings Fiease French Polisher St. Johns Wood Area
Please telephone the Matron SPECIAL CARE AND HELP FOR Antique Furniture Repaired Phone for appointment:
01-458 7094 ELDERLY Tel: 4528324 01-3288718
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THEATRE AND CULTURE

Poland. It is not often that theatre reports emanate
from that country. A great success however which
recently filled the Teatr Polski in Warsaw to
capacity was “The Maestro™ by Jaroslaw
Abramow-Neverly, having as its subject a Jewish
pianist of world repute who visits his country of
birth shortly before his 100th birthday in memory
of his music idols Paderewski and Zamoyski and
who is given a royal reception and overwhelmed
with honours in an effort to wipe out the aflronts
he suffered many years before. There is hardly
any doubt that the play recalls Artur Rubinstein;
the “maestro’s” character is that of the famous
pianist. It is noteworthy perhaps that the figure of
a Polish Jew with his ideas and obsessions is
described in detail by an author whose generation
knows little of Jewish history and society. 1 is also
noteworthy that jokes about Polish antisemitism
are freely permitted and discussed.

From London Opera Houses. An exciting season’

begins at Covent Garden where an entirely new
“Tannhiiuser” (in German) opens on 25th
September, and where in December Sir Georg
Solti will conduct “Rosenkavalier” with Kiri te
Kanawa and Agnes Baltsa. English National
Opera announce a new Managing Director who
will succeed Lord Harewood next year. He is Mr.
Peter Jonas, London-born administrator of the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra; his wife is the
Czech soprano Lucia Popp.

Birthdays. Gerald Moore, the English pianist (now
retired) who accompanied star singers for many
decades, Fischer-Dieskau, Victoria de los Angeles
and Elisabeth Schwarzkopf among them,
celebrated his 85th birthday. Also 85 is Rudolf

Carl, the Austrian comedian who played the
*Fledermaus”-Frosch at the Vienna Volksoper for
many years; he has 356 film roles to his credit.
Willy Boskovsky, formerly leader of the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra, violinist and conductor
who in typical Johann Strauss lashion entertained
a world audience with his New Year’s Day con-
certs for 25 years, was honoured by the Austrian
state on the occasion of his 75th birthday.

The Austrian Bookshelf presents “Ringstras-
senwelt”, a study of Vienna's development be-
tween 1867 and 1887 by best-seller author Hellmut
Andics. (Verlag Jugend und Volk, Vienna.) Some
items make remarkable reading: “Black Day at
the stock exchange in 1873", the first Social
Democrats under Viktor Adler in the political
background, and the proverbial words of Vienna's
Mayor Karl Lueger who arrogantly claimed to

determine “who is a Jew and who is not.”
- S.B.

GUSTAV LANDAUER

Manuscripts and letters to and from Gustavy
Landauer (1870-1919) as well as illustrative
material are being sought by the Lambert
Schneider publishing house for a Complete Works
and Letters of the socialist writer. Owners ol such
material, or persons who can provide information
about it, are requested to contact either Prof. Dr.
Norbert Altenhofer, Institut [ir Deutsche Sprache
und Literatur I1, J. W. Goethe Universitiit, Griifs-
trasse 76, D-6000 Frankfurt a.M., West Germany
or Herr Gerhard Loos, Verlag Lambert Schneider,
P.O.B. 105802, D-6900 Heidelberg, West
Germany.
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FRIEDRICH BRODNITZ 85

Age has not left its mark on Dr. Friedrich Brodnitz
(New York), who will celebrate his 85th birthday
on September 25. A leading laryngologist and an
authority on voice treatment, he continues his
professional work with undiminished intensity. In
our midst, he is remembered for his Jewish activ-
ities in Germany before and after 1933. When the
Nazis came to power and he had to give up his
medical practice, he became a leading lunctionary
of the Reichsvertretung and its associated or-
ganisations. After the death of Ludwig Tietz he
was also elected chairman of the Reichsausschuss
der juedischen Jugendverbaende. In all these ac-
tivites he excelled by professional expertise and
courage. He emigrated to the U.S. in 1937, There
he became the first president of “Habonim™, the
congregation founded by German-Jewish immigr-
ants. His loyalty to his fellow workers and [riends
from Germany is reflected in several publications,
the latest of which was his sincere and compre-
hensive contribution to the book in memory of
Ludwig Tietz (published by the Council of Jews
from Germany, 1980). We extend our heartfelt
congratulations to Fritz Brodnitz.

CORRECTION
Jacob Sachs’s birthday, reported in our August
issue, should have given his age as 80. We renew
our congratulations, and remind our readers that
he was among the very first of the founder mem-
bers of the AJR to suggest the establishment of old
age Homes.
LEGACIES

The Trustees of the AJR Charitable Trust have
received with gratitude the [ollowing legacies and
donations: F. S. Bein Trust; Miss Gertrude
Ehrenwerth; Mrs. E. C. Indig; Mrs. Frieda Jenak;
Mrs, Irene Klemperer; Dr, Elisabeth Rose Maier;
Mrs. Rosa Rosenstrauch; Mrs. Pauline Silberman.

SPRINGDENE NURSING HOME

WALM LANE NURSING HOME

% Look no further *

55 Oakleigh Park Nth,
Whetstone,

London N.20

| Tel. 4462117

We offer excellent 24 hour medical
nursing care. The food is first-class and
kosher food can be provided. We offer
a range of luxurious rooms, some with
bathroom en suite. We have two spaci-
ous lounges, two passenger lifts, a hy-
drotherapy pool and a landscaped
garden. Facilities for in-patient and
out-patient physiotherapy treatment.
Licensed by the Barnet Area Health
Authority and recognised by B.U.P.A.
and P.P.P. Special rates available for
long-term care.

Walm Lane is an established Registered Nursing Home providing the
highest standards of nursing care for all categories of long and short-
term medical and post-operative surgical patients. Lifts to all floors. All
rooms have nurse call systems, telephone and colour television. Choice
of menu, kosher meals available. Licensed by Brent Health Authority
and as such recognised for payment by private medical insurance

schemes.

For a true and more detailed picture of what we offer, please ask one of
your fellow members who has been, or is at present here, or contact

Matron directly at
141 Walm Lane, London NW2

Telephone 4508832

Good prices given

| PETER BENTLEY
ANTIQUES

22 Connaught Street, London, W2
Tel: 01-723 9394

——

ANTIQUE R. & G. NsvaLtarions) LTD.
FURNITURE 199b Belsize Road, NW6
AND OBJECTS 624 2646/328 2646
BOUGHT Members: E.C.A.

N.I.C.E.l.C.

BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
JUDAICA HEBRAICA, ETC.
Open weekdays and Sunday mornings

R HOUSE BOOK
sl SERVICE

80 EAST END ROAD, N.3.
Tel: 01-445 4293

———

IT IR IR A TS ARRR AT AN

ORIENTAL
RUGS

BOUGHT, SOLD,
EXCHANGED

Saturdays
Stalls outside
Duke of York \
Church Street NWS

(Off Edgware Road)

Sundays
Stalls outside

21 Chalk Farm Road
NW1

Details 01-267 1841 [§
1)

MY rstsirvyifen sticepataptinitisl
HEHHHHOHHHT N H B

BOOKS WANTED
GERMAN AND JEWISH
ILLUSTRATED, ETC.

E.M.S. BOOKS
MRS. E. M. SCHIFF
Tel. 01-205 2905

B. HIRSCHLER—
JEWISH BOOKSELLER

Jewish Books in any language
and Hebrew Books
Highest prices paid

Telephone: 01-800 6395

Published by the Association of Jewish Refugees in Great Britain, 8 Fairfax Mansions, London NW3 6LA. ‘Phone for Office, Administration and
Homes Depantment: 01 -62{ 9096/7; Social Services Department: 01-624 4449
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