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The Italian connection

7 l N\his year saw the 150th anniversary
of the unification of Italy in 1861,
which, along with the unification

of Germany ten years later, transformed
the map of Europe and the international
political order of the Continent. The
unification of Italy was closely intertwined
with events in pre-unification Germany,
especially the power struggle between
the two principal German states, Austria
and Prussia, and formed an important
dimension to the history of German-
speaking Mitteleuropa in the nineteenth
century.

The historical connection between
Germany and Italy reached back almost
1,000 years, to the founding of the Holy
Roman Empire, usually dated to the coro-
nation of Otto I as emperor in 962, which
itself harked back to the coronation of the
Frankish King Charlemagne as emperor
in Rome in 800. Under the medieval Em-
pire, German emperors ruled over both
German and Italian territories, giving rise
to such notable conflicts as that between
the pope and the emperor and the compet-
ing parties of Guelphs and Ghibellines.
Such famous events in German history
as Emperor Henry IV’s walk to Canossa
(1077) to beg forgiveness of Pope Gregory
VII, and such careers as that of Emperor
Frederick II (‘stupor mundi’ - ‘the wonder
of the world’), were played out in Italy.
Eventually, the dream of a transnational
empire fell away and, in the early sixteenth
century, the empire was renamed the Holy
Roman Empire of the German Nation
(das Heilige Romische Reich Deutscher
Nation). It was dissolved in 1806.

The influence of Italy on German
culture was never stronger than in the
eighteenth century, when the art historian
and archaeologist Johann Joachim
Winckelmann famously defined art in
terms of his neoclassical ideal of ‘edle
Einfalt und stille Gréf3e’ (‘noble simplicity
and serene grandeur’). This formulation,
deriving from Winckelmann’s pioneering
studies of Mediterranean, Greco-Roman
art, gave rise to the widespread German

Count Cavour, 1810-61

perception of Italy as the land of beauty,
symmetry and sunlit clarity, where the
harmony in the proportions of works of
art reflected the happy lifestyle of a people
that, unlike its conflicted counterpart in
the gloomy regions north of the Alps,
lived in harmony with itself and with the
natural world around it. The influence
of Italian culture on German writers is
evident in celebrated works like Goethe’s
Italian Journey, while the yearning for the
Mediterranean ideal permeates the poetry
of Friedrich Hélderlin.

At the dawn of the nineteenth century,
however, Austrian power lay heavily
across Italy. In 1706, Lombardy, in
the form of the Duchy of Milan, had
passed to the Austrian Habsburgs and,
with the extinction of Venice as an
independent power by Napoleon, the
area of Venetia also came under Austrian
rule. After 1815, Austria controlled these
important territories in north-eastern Italy
as the puppet Kingdom of Lombardy-
Venetia. Italy, divided into numerous
states, remained, in Austrian Chancellor
Metternich’s dismissive words, ‘a
geographical expression’, its aspirations
to national liberty and autonomy stymied
by Habsburg power. In the small duchies
of central Italy, and even in the Papal

State (based in Rome), Austrian influence
also remained decisive. Freedom-loving
Italians perceived it as ruthlessly, evilly
tyrannical; the fate of Puccini’s Tosca and
her lover Cavaradossi, one recalls, turns
in part on the outcome of the Battle of
Marengo (1800) between the Austrians,
natural allies of the wicked Scarpia, and
the French under Napoleon.

The Italians and the Germans were the
principal national groups in Western and
Central Europe that did not have a unified,
independent state of their own. The
Germans lacked both the romantic appeal
of such suppressed victim nationalities
as the Poles or the Irish and the rallying
force of charismatic leader figures, which
the Italians undoubtedly possessed, in
the persons of Giuseppe Mazzini, the
ideologue of Italian independence, and
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the revolutionary
nationalist commander. Austrian efforts
to preserve the status quo of 1815 in
Italy and Austrian dominance over the
peninsula were threatened by repeated
insurrectionary attempts. In 1830, a year
of turbulence following the revolution
in France that overthrew the restored
Bourbon monarchy, there were uprisings
in Italy, which were quickly and brutally
suppressed by the Austrians.

But nationalist agitation continued,
fomented by such organisations as the
conspiratorial Carbonari (coal-burners)
and Mazzini’s Young Italy. When a
more serious wave of revolution spread
across Europe in 1848, again sparked
by a revolution in Paris, it found a
ready response in Italy, where armed
opposition to Austrian rule broke out in
both Milan and Venice. In Milan, a popular
insurrection succeeded in expelling
the Austrian garrison and maintained
itself for some four months, until it was
subdued by the Austrians under Field
Marshal Radetzky (immortalised by
Johann Strauss’s march). In Venice, the
revolutionaries under Daniele Manin, the

converted son of a Jewish father, seized
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power and held out under siege in the city
until the following year.

After 1848, the cause of Italian indepen-
dence became increasingly entwined with
the territorial ambitions of European
powers and the dynastic ambitions of
European ruling houses. These were to
exercise a large measure of influence
over the course of events that led to
Italian unification and independence. The
rising power within Italy was Piedmont,
the area around Turin, known as the
Kingdom of Sardinia-Piedmont, and ruled
by the House of Savoy. In 1848, the King of
Piedmont, Charles Albert, sought to take
advantage of the weakness of the Austrians
in Lombardy by declaring war on them;
he was defeated by Radetzky at Custoza.
When he renewed hostilities in 1849, he
was again defeated at Novara and forced
to abdicate in favour of his son, Victor
Emmanuel II.

However, the consolidation of Aus-
trian power proved temporary, for the
revolution of 1848 in France had brought
to power the adventurer Louis-Napole-
on Bonaparte, who ruled as Emperor
Napoleon III. He decided to resume the
struggle with Austria for power and influ-
ence in northern Italy that had been so
successfully prosecuted by his uncle, the
great Napoleon I. To this end, he enlisted
the support of King Victor Emmanuel and
his able prime minister, Camillo Cavour.
In July 1858, Napoleon III and Cavour
concluded the secret pact of Plombieres,
under whose terms France would sup-
port Piedmont in the event of an Austrian
attack; Piedmont would acquire Lombardy
and Venetia, in return for Nice and Savoy,
which would be ceded to France.

The Austrians, characteristically,
obliged by opening hostilities in 1859.
They were defeated at the battles of
Magenta and Solferino, and forced
to conclude peace with the French at
Villafranca. However, Napoleon reneged
on his agreement with Cavour, and
Piedmont acquired only Lombardy,
while Venetia remained Austrian. The
first stage of Italian unification had thus
been achieved with the help of France,
partial though that proved to be. But the
democratic, radical-nationalist dimension
of the Italian Risorgimento, embodied by
Mazzini, had been severely compromised
by the power-political machinations that
surrounded the war of 1859.

In 1860, Garibaldi’s forces attacked and
overcame those of the Kingdom of the Two
Sicilies, which ruled Sicily and the south of

n Tuesday 14 June, the exhibition
O’Double Exposure’, which is

based on interviews with former
refugees from Austria in the AJR’s
Refugee Voices and
Continental Britons
collections, opened
at the Austrian
Cultural Forum in
London. The exhibi-

Bea Lewkowicz, is
accompanied by a
film, also entitled
‘Double Exposure’.

tor of the Austrian Cultural Forum, Dr
Peter Mikl, had welcomed those present,
the Austrian Ambassador, Dr Emil Brix,
opened the exhibition and spoke elo-
quently of his high regard for the former
refugees and of their place in Austrian
culture. Professor Peter Pulzer of the
University of Oxford spoke movingly
of his own experience as a child refu-
gee and of the distinctive culture that
accompanied the Viennese refugees from
Hitler. Dr Lewkowicz then spoke about

‘Double Exposure: Jewish Refugees
from Austria in Britain’

tion, created by Dr '

After the Direc- Dr Peter Mikl and Dr Bea Lewkowicz

the Austrian Refugee Voices project and
introduced the film ‘Double Exposure’.
On Monday 20 June, the film was
shown again at the Freud Museum.
This was followed by
a panel discussion
involving four of
the interviewees
who appear in it:
Otto Deutsch, Elly
Miller, Peter Pulzer
and Wolf Suschitzky;
the discussion
was chaired by Dr
Anthony Grenville.
The event proved
so popular that it overflowed the
Freud Museum and had to be moved
to the neighbouring Anna Freud
Centre. Carol Seigel, Director of the
Freud Museum, spoke to welcome the
audience, who were evidently moved
by the film and responded enthusiasti-
cally to the ensuing panel discussion.
The exhibition and film can be viewed
at the Austrian Cultural Forum until

2 September.
Anthony Grenville

Italy, with Naples as its capital. Victorious,
Garibaldi handed southern Italy over to
the king of Piedmont, opening the way for
the proclamation of a united Italy. When
the first parliament of a united Italy met
in Turin in March 1861, it proclaimed
Victor Emmanuel II king of Italy — Rome,
the nominal capital, remained outside
the new nation, as Napoleon III, bowing
to Catholic sentiment in France, sent a
garrison to maintain the independence of
the Papal State. Indeed, when Garibaldi
attempted to march on the city in 1862,
he was defeated at Aspromonte by Italian
government forces.

The final stages of Italian unification
were achieved with the assistance of the
state that proved to be the nemesis of
Napoleon III's France: Prussia. When
the Prussian prime minister, Otto von
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Bismarck, engineered the confrontation
with Austria that led to war between the
two German states, he secured an alliance
with Italy. In April 1866, Italy agreed to
join Prussia if war against Austria was
declared within three months, an alliance
that effectively bound the allies to create
grounds for aggression within that time.
The Austro-Prussian war was decided in
the latter’s favour by the decisive battle
of Sadowa (Koniggritz) on 3 July 1866.
Though the Italians were defeated by the
Austrians on land at Custoza and at sea at
Lissa, they nevertheless emerged on the
winning side and acquired Venetia.
When Prussia went on to defeat France
in 1870, the fall of Napoleon III stripped
the pope of French support, and Rome
itself at last became part of Italy. But
the unification of Italy in 1861, like that
of Germany in 1871, though supported
by popular enthusiasm, was less than
democratic in its implementation. The
manipulation of the plebiscite by which
the south approved its accession to the
northern kingdom in 1861, memorably
portrayed in Giuseppe di Lampedusa’s
novel The Leopard, left a lasting rift
between the two halves of the country.
And when a later dictator, Mussolini,
hitched Italy to Hitler’s war chariot, he
led the country to utter disaster.
Anthony Grenville
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he AJR celebrated its 70th
Tanniversary in June with an

impressive programme of
events: panel discussions; lec-
tures on German and Austrian
history and culture in the 1930s;
an audio-visual presentation; film
screenings; and a concert of cham-
ber music. The programme was
co-ordinated with, and hosted
by, the London Jewish Cultural
Centre (LJCC).

Members of the First, Second
and Third Generations provided
varying perspectives in the panel
debate ‘The Legacy — Generations
Speak Out’ on the first evening of

the LJCC and a member of the
First Generation, stressed that until recent
years many First Generation members had
wanted to speak, but ‘no one had wanted
to hear.” Anne Karpf, a writer, sociologist
and journalist and a member of the Second
Generation, stressed the impressive legacy
of the refugees in British life. ‘How do
we keep the memory alive and vivid as
it passes into history?’, she asked. AJR
Director Michael Newman, the grandson
of a refugee, argued that the wealth
of material available on the Holocaust
had both informed and empowered the
Third Generation, who were fortunate
to benefit from the survivors’ interest in
speaking about their experiences. Citing
the contemporary interest in genealogy, he
himself had researched his family’s history.
In another lively panel discussion, held
in a BBC ‘Question Time’ format, the

participants were human rights activist
Helen Bamber OBE, Austrian Ambassador
Dr Emil Brix, historian Dr Helen Fry,
LJCC Chief Executive Trudy Gold (chair),
Lord Moser, Rabbi Rodney Mariner and
German Deputy Ambassador Dr Eckhard
Luebkemeier. The panelists responded
to questions on, among other issues,
the current reception in this country of
refugees and asylum-seekers. It was felt
the refugees of the 1930s had integrated
more successfully. There was unanimity
that Jewish refugees from Germany
and Austria were a ‘remarkable success
story’, although certainly not a success
story for all refugees. A question on
financial reparations and restitution
provoked a somewhat more contentious
reaction, especially from the audience,
some members of which expressed
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Celebrating the Jewish Refugee Experience in Britain

disappointment with the response
of the Austrian government.
Fascinating lectures were
delivered on ‘Weimar culture’
(Patrick Bade); the German
political background of the
refugees (Trudy Gold); Austrian
culture in 1918-38 (Patrick Bade);
Sigmund’s Freud’s escape to
Britain (Professor Stephen Frosh);
the UK the refugees encountered
in 1938-39 (William Tyler MBE);
and growing up in Munich and
the UK (Dr Edgar Feuchtwanger).
Dr Anthony Grenville spoke
about his book Jewish Refugees
from Germany and Austria in

the programme. Joanna Millan, ‘The Legacy — Generations Speak Out’: (from left) David Herman Britain 1933-1970 and, with Dr Bea

a board member of the AJR and (chair), Joanna Millan, Anne Karpf, Michael Newman
PHOTO: JUDY TROTTER

Lewkowicz, gave a presentation
on the AJR’s audio-visual project
‘Refugee Voices’. Rabbi Dr Jonathan
Wittenberg’s theme was ‘When and
What do you Tell Your Children?’ and
Dr Martin Lovett OBE, a member of the
world-famous Amadeus Quartet, was
interviewed by David Herman.

The programme, directed by LICC's
Judy Trotter together with Trudy Gold,
Kindertransport Chairman Sir Erich Reich
and Michael Newman, was unanimously
considered a great success and a fitting
tribute to the 70 years' experience of the
refugees in the UK.

Last AGM at Cleve Road
‘a bittersweet occasion’

his year's AGM was a 'bittersweet
Toccasion', said AJR Chairman Andrew
Kaufman. It was the last meeting of
its kind to be held at Cleve Road — the AJR
had taken the decision to sell the premises
and relocate the AJR Centre to Belsize
Square Synagogue as from January 2012.
This difficult decision had been taken
with the continuity and future provision of
services in mind, he said. It was a matter
of deep sadness that members could
no longer take full advantage of their
dedicated setting: ‘While in previous years
our emphasis and guiding principal were
to support people in their own homes,
this does not now always prove practical.’
At the same time, Andrew noted, the
AJR was this year celebrating its 70th
anniversary and he drew attention to
the fascinating programme of events
organised in conjunction with the London
Jewish Cultural Centre (see above).

David Rothenberg, AJR Treasurer and
Vice-Chairman, also believed the AJR
would be around for years to come.
The organisation’s resources would be
increasingly channelled towards Holocaust
education. However, it was essential to
plan ahead for when Claims Conference
support ceased and he appealed to
members to consider leaving legacies to
the AJR.

Chairman and Treasurer alike paid
special tribute to Gordon Greenfield, one
of the AJR’s directors, who was retiring
at the end of September after 17 years’
service. We should give ‘our sincerest
thanks to Gordon,” Andrew said, ‘for so
expertly plotting our financial course and
overseeing the entire process of the Claims
Conference grants’.

Members of the Committee of
Management retiring by rotation were
re-elected unanimously.
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‘Winter in Prague’: The humanitarian mission

hen St Hugh’s College, Oxford
wrote an obituary of their
student, Professor Doreen

Warriner OBE, who died on 17 December
1972, they observed that ‘For all her
distinction and learning she remained
modest and unaffected.’

Nowhere was this more so than where
her humanitarian mission in Prague is
concerned, for she was responsible for
saving the lives of an untold number
of men, women and children between
October 1938 and April 1939. Even
though she was awarded an OBE in 1942
in recognition of her refugee work, she
remained silent about her life-saving
exploits and achievements. Even today,
her role as a refugee activist is largely
unrecognised, and what is known owes
much to the determination of her sister-
in-law and some friends, who, following
her death, worked hard to get her memoir
published.

Doreen was prescient enough to
write down her recollections of her
six months in Prague very soon after
her enforced departure from the Nazi-
occupied city in April 1939, but it was
not until 1972 that she seriously thought
about writing a small book based on
her factual account, which she called
Winter in Prague. At the time, she was
in contact with her friend and unofficial
fellow refugee activist Robert Stopford,
who, as Anthony Grenville recounted in
his April 2011 article in this journal, had
been sent out to the Czech capital as HM
Treasury representative in late 1938 and
was instrumental in facilitating the entire
rescue operation. Stopford had been
trying, unsuccessfully, to find a publisher
for his own memoirs, which included the
period he had spent in Czechoslovakia, and
had sought Doreen’s advice in helping him
to tidy up his manuscript, especially where
their collaborative efforts were concerned.
Not only did Stopford fail to get anything
published, but Doreen’s sudden death
from a stroke brought her publication
plans to an abrupt end. It was not until
spring 1984 that Winter in Prague saw the
light of day, appearing as an article, with
the addition of introductory notes, in The
Slavonic and East European Review.

In her memoir, Doreen recalled her
arrival in Prague and how unprepared
she was for what lay ahead. Her vague
intention was, she supposed, to ‘organise
soup kitchens’ for the thousands of
starving children, but it soon became clear
that the people in most urgent need of
help were the political refugees. Liaising
with Mary Penman, a member of the
Society of Friends, who were just about

of Doreen Warriner

Doreen Warriner

to embark on rescue work in the city, led
to days filled with meeting innumerable
people involved with saving lives. There
were Sudeten German Social Democrat
leaders, members of the British Legation,
William Gillies, the British Labour Party
International Secretary, and David Grenfell
and George Hicks, both Labour MPs,
as well as the Passport Control Officer.
Within days she had been invited by
Gillies and Grenfell to stay in Prague and
look after the transport arrangements
for the political refugees. Whilst she
worked from the Party office at Sleszka
13, helped later by Hilde Patz and Alois
Mollik, they left for England, hoping to
obtain Lord Halifax’s approval for the

(From left) Tessa Rowntree, Mary Penman,
Jean Rowntree in Prague apartment rented
by Mary Penman for the use of Friends’
workers in 1938-March 1939, when refugee
work became impossible from Prague

issue of visas. With safe passage secured
for 250 Sudeten Social Democrats by 19
October, Doreen travelled backwards
and forwards across Poland with her
human cargo on a number of occasions
and, though her first journey shook her
to the core, she repeated it without any
thought for the danger to her own life.
To ease the burden on her, there were
other couriers, including Tessa Rowntree
and her cousin Jean, both members of the

Society of Friends, who travelled with at
least one group.

By 9 November 1938, nearly all the 250
men had been rescued, but this was the tip
of the iceberg, with around 100,000 refu-
gees from the Sudetenland still on Czech
territory. The conditions in which Doreen
found some of the 10,000 or so Sudeten
German refugees were appalling and, like
Mary Penman, she began to provide some
relief in the camps, using the £300 col-
lected in London to buy blankets, medical
requirements and other essential items.

By December 1938, Doreen had been
drawn into the British Committee for
Refugees from Czechoslovakia (BCRC),
which represented the Labour Party,
Lord Layton’s News Chronicle Fund and
the Friends. Not only was she entrusted
with looking after Layton’s fund, but
he also invited her to act as the BCRC
representative in Prague. His sister,
Margaret Layton, was secretary. At that
time, the BCRC's role was concerned with
arranging hospitality for the male refugees
who had already arrived in England, which
left the women and children without any
official help. This was a great source of
concern to Doreen, who wrote of her
gratification when ‘immediately after
Christmas, Martin Blake and his friend
Nicky Winton came out and relieved my
mind by taking over the emigration of
the children.’

Margaret Layton was equally pleased
with this arrangement and, following
Winton’s visit to her in London in late
January, she wrote to Doreen saying ‘I
think he will be very useful to us here,
getting the lists ready and keeping us up
to date with what is going on in Prague.’
From the BCRC office, Doreen continued
to assist Trevor Chadwick, compiling lists
of children. Consolidating the five existing
committees for children and creating a
‘Children’s Section’ within the BCRC, with
Winton appointed as Honorary Secretary,
gave him the authority he needed to
undertake his humanitarian mission,
which, on his return to England, involved
the difficult task of finding sponsors and
homes for the children. On 6 March 1939,
by which time some transports of children
had left, Doreen wrote to ‘Dear Nicky’
from Prague, congratulating him ‘most
sincerely in this great achievement, and [1]
know what an effort it must have been.’
By May 1939, Doreen and Chadwick had
provided him with papers and photos
of 5,000 children whose cases they had
investigated.

Meanwhile, Doreen was overwhelmed
by her main BCRC work and, at her

| continued opposite |
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The ‘Winton children’:
The roles of Trevor Chadwick and Bill Barazetti

leader in the April issue, ‘Doreen

Warriner, Trevor Chadwick and the
"Winton Children”’. However, | notice that
there is still some confusion over dates and
the respective roles of Trevor Chadwick
and Bill Barazetti.

The German-speaking Sudetenland
was annexed by Hitler on 1 October 1938.
There was a great exodus of Jews and of
political opponents of the Nazis shortly
before. My father noted in a ‘baby’s diary’
that we had been in Prague since the end
of September.

There is a detailed chapter on Bill
Barazetti in the latest book on the subject:
William Chadwick’s The Rescue of the
Prague Refugees, 1938/9 (see bibliography
below). A great many statements about
Barazetti in previous publications seem
unsubstantiated and unverifiable. We do
know that he worked for Doreen Warriner,
who was helping Social Democrats and
their families to emigrate. Barazetti was
himself a political refugee. To begin with,
Doreen Warriner was very enthusiastic
about him, but later there appears to have
been a falling out. In her contemporary
account Winter in Prague, written on her
return to England, there is not a single
mention of him. She does, however, speak
of the children’s transports and what
a mercy it was that ‘Nicky’” Winton and
Trevor Chadwick had got these going.

Certainly, before Trevor Chadwick'’s
arrival, Winton had hoped that Barazetti
might take over the Prague end of the
operation. There is a possibility that he,
with Winton’s help, organised an earlier
children’s transport to Sweden. But there
seems to have been unease that a refugee
should have been placed in charge of
other refugees. Then, on 15 March 1939,
the day the Germans took over the rest of

I was happy to read Anthony Grenville's

‘Winter in Prague’ continued

request, Margaret Dougan and Christine
Maxwell were sent out in early March to
assist her.

Another name which appears in the
Society of Friends archives is that of
a Miss Rogers. Following the German
invasion in March 1939, Doreen and
some of her co-workers were given an
office within the safety of the British Le-
gation in the Thun Palace on Thunovska.

One person whose name does not
appear in her article is Bill Barazetti, even
though she wrote to Margaret Layton in
February 1939 saying how useful he was.
He was undoubtedly a ‘member of her
secretariat’, as Stopford described, and
was among those given refuge in the
Legation. The fact that the BCRC office

Czechoslovakia, Barazetti took refuge with
the British Legation and left for England
via Poland on 1 April.

With regard to Trevor Chadwick, | am
in a particularly strong position to write
about him as he persuaded his mother
to guarantee for me. | spent the first
few months in England with his family in
Swanage (from 14 March to possibly late
June/early July). During that time, he was
still in Prague, although he did make one
lightning visit home. He certainly was not
there on my twelfth birthday in early June,
judging by my own diary.

Dates are a little uncertain. The first
mention of Chadwick by my father (in a
‘baby diary’ which my parents had kept
in a desultory fashion from my birth until
my departure for England) was on 18
February 1939. On 22 February | myself
wrote a gushingly embroidered account of
our meeting with him. | ought to add that
Trevor Chadwick had been quite unfazed by
our sudden and unexpected appearance at
his hotel and seems to have accepted me at
once. On the first occasion, there was only
Chadwick, my father and I. On the second
occasion, my mother too was present, as
was Nicholas Winton. | do remember at
once warming to Winton — and | know it
was he, as my parents tried to remember
his name afterwards: ‘Winter?’

In Easter 1939 | received a letter from
my cousin, aged 12, who was still in
Prague: ‘Unfortunately, | won’t be coming
to England. | don’t have much prospect
of going to England. | have registered
in the Rubeshova [Rubesova Hotel] with
Mr Chadwick but all the Jewish children
in Prague are registered there. | hardly
think I'll get my turn. If only | could get to
England at least by summer. Your faithful
friend and cousin, Suse.’

Gerda Mayer

was next door to Stopford’s room was a
bonus: he gave her details of endangered
people who could not obtain official
permission to leave and turned a blind
eye to her connection (and that of Miss
Dougan and Miss Maxwell) with the
illegal underground organisation which
helped them escape. It was no wonder
that Stopford pressed her to leave, for he
knew the Gestapo were hot on her trail
and would have arrested her within days
had she not left on 22 April 1939.

This is only a part of Doreen’s story
and that of some of the other heroes and
heroines of the Prague mission. Stopford
was instrumental in recommending her
for some official recognition for her work
and she was made OBE in 1940. By then,
she was doing useful war work within the

Bibliography

William Chadwick, The Rescue of the
Prague Refugees, 1938/39 (Leicester:
Matador, 2010)

Rev and Mrs I. E. Davidson, ‘Houses of
refuge in Chislehurst’, The Cockpit (a pub-
lication of the Chislehurst Society), Number
90, Winter 2008 — printed by the Barbican
Mission, which rescued 50 children

Muriel Emanuel and Vera Gissing, Nicholas
Winton and the Rescued Generation
(London: Vallentine Mitchell, 2002)

Karen Gershon (editor), We Came as
Children: A Collective Autobiography
(London: Gollancz, 1966, republished
Macmillan, Papermac 1989) — carries a full
report by Trevor Chadwick

Gerda Mayer, ‘The Emigrants’ (working
title), extracts from letters and diaries in
translation, unpublished, Wiener Library

Gerda Mayer, ‘Flight to England’, Poetry
Review, Vol. 88, No 4, Winter 1998-99,
‘Requiem for the 20th Century’

Hanna Ramras, The Suitcase (Jerusalem:
Laser Pages Publishing Ltd, 2003) -
the author, a ‘Winton/Chadwick child’,
mentions Commander Chadwick (sic) as
selecting children in Prague and handing
her over to her sponsors at Croydon
airport

Gerda Stein (now Mayer), ‘A Child’s Diary’
— loose pages, still held by her

Arnold and Erna Stein, Babys Tagebuch,
1927-39, unpublished, Leo Baeck archives

Doreen Warriner, Winter in Prague
(Imperial War Museum: Stopford Papers)
— a contemporary account

Dorit Bader Whiteman, The Uprooted: A
Hitler Legacy (New York: Insight Books,
1993)

Ministry of Economic Warfare in Britain
and then Cairo, as well as working for the
political intelligence department of the
Foreign Office. In 1944-46 she was chief of
the food supply department in the UNRRA
mission to Yugoslavia and later worked for
the International Labour Office in Geneva.
She returned to her academic career in
London in 1947 but, like so many humani-
tarian activists, including Nicholas Winton,
she never spoke about her experiences.

Susan Cohen
Dr Susan Cohen is an Honorary Fellow
of the Parkes Institute for the Study
of Jewish/Non-Jewish Relations at the
University of Southampton and author of
Rescue the Perishing: Eleanor Rathbone
and the Refugees (London: Vallentine
Mitchell, 2010).



AJR JOURNAL AUGUST 201 |

LETTERS
TOTHE
EDITOR

‘DON'T LET’'S BE BEASTLY TO

THE GERMANS!’

Sir — | have been mulling over Anthony
Grenville's postscript to my letter in the
July issue. | disagree on every point.

I was, and still am, in full agreement
with the Allied bombing campaign carried
out on Germany up the end of the war.
Regrettably, it was at a very high cost in
Allied air crews. | never felt there was
any diminution in our moral standard
in that we fought a war started by the
Germans. After all, we did not wantonly
kill prisoners of war, nor did we set up
work and extermination camps, nor did
we put forced and slave labour in caves to
assemble parts for V1 and V2 rockets, with
the inventor of these weapons boasting
they would soon kill 2 million Brits!

| became a member of HM Forces with
the full intention of avenging the murder
of my parents. Regrettably my wishes
reached only partial fulfilment.

In the post-war era, | dealt quite
successfully with many East and West
German major enterprises, including
the one in Pforzheim mentioned in
my previous letter. When, on a visit in
the 1960s, | was told of their wartime
activities and | mentioned in passing that
they most probably also processed my
mother’s wedding ring, this was met with
shocked silence. They claimed they didn‘t
know where the items they processed
originated. Isn't innocence bliss?

Herbert Haberberg, Barnet

Sir — | had never imagined Anthony
Grenville to be an idealist. But obviously he
is if he thinks we fought the war to show
that our standards were superior to those
of the Nazis. Neither | — nor, | suspect,
thousands of others — fought in the war
for such high moral concepts. | joined
the fighting forces in 1943 partly from a
sense of obligation to the country that had
given us refuge — partly in order to put up
two fingers to the chap with the Charlie
Chaplin moustache, and partly because
I wanted a final opportunity to put the
boot in and share in the humiliation of a
country which had so grievously lost its
way. Of course, we didn’t know about the
Holocaust at the time.

As for bombarding cities, we became
much better at this than the Nazis ever
did. And, while civilian casualties no doubt
included many innocent children, let’s
not forget that these were the men and
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women who had given Hitler 99.9 per cent
‘Yes' votes throughout the thirties — mit
gefangen, mit gehangen. Eric Bourne

Milldale, Alstonefield, Ashbourne

Sir — Our admirable editor, Anthony
Grenville, can no doubt look after himself,
but | rush to his defence all the same
against Herbert Haberberg’s unwarranted
and ill-conceived criticism. Grenville's
June leader ‘Bombs and ethics’ struck me
as a balanced analysis of the morality of
bombing cities, German or British.

So far as Dresden is concerned, most
commentators agree that the war was
virtually won when the city was destroyed.
The only discernable benefit was that it
allowed a group of Jews, including Viktor
Klemperer and his wife, to escape their
imminent deportation to an extermination
camp. The (rather ungrammatical) phrase
‘Don’t let’s be beastly to the Germans!” is,
of course, Haberberg's, not Grenville's.
To write that our editor should acquire
‘at least some of the salient facts before
giving us the benefit of his moral claptrap’
is both arrogant and insulting. Indeed, it
could be said that the boot is very much
on the other foot.

Leslie Baruch Brent, Emeritus Professor,
London N19

Sir — The gist of Herbert Haberberg'’s July
letter is that all Allied bombing was justified.
He admits to knowing ‘little’ of Wiirzburg,
where minor military installations and
other targets were destroyed, but where,
in separate raids, the historic Baroque city
centre was also destroyed, with the loss
of some 3,000 lives.

He might also bear in mind the example
of Liibeck — the first of Bomber Harris’s city
victims. It was chosen in February 1942
to test the new incendiary bombs. A city
with many wooden buildings not too far
away was required. Harris himself said that
Libeck was built ‘more like a fire-lighter
than a town’, so it was chosen.

The raid created a firestorm and
destroyed much of the inner city (now
beautifully restored). It also brought down
church spires and the old bells of the
Marienkirche, which remain buried in the
tiled floor as an impressive memorial. | first
saw them in 1959 and never forgot them.

Politely, the Germans still officially say
this raid was a response to the bombing
of Coventry and London. Four local
clergymen (three Catholic, one Lutheran)

were executed immediately for saying the
raid was an act of God.

Yes, ‘the Germans started it’ — that is to
say, the Germans under National Socialist
command. Is it ‘moralistic claptrap’ to
express regret that we had to emulate
them? Nicholas Jacobs, London NW5

Sir — Anthony Grenville's article makes
stimulating reading. But hasn’t the
time come to stop criticising the British
government for its panic decision to
intern foreign nationals? Danzig, the
Sudetenland, the rest of Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Belgium,
Luxemburg, the Netherlands — all these
fell like proverbial ninepins. The treachery
of Quisling in Norway and the outrageous
behaviour of some Germans living in the
Netherlands who, after being saved from
malnutrition following the First World War
sided with the invading Germans, added
to the German neurosis.

My father, who suffered from gravely
impaired vision, was interned on the Isle of
Man (irrespective of a British-born wife who
retained her nationality despite marriage).
He never complained but regarded the
episode as experience: ‘Ich grolle nicht’
(I bear no grudge) is also appropriate for
refugees who found shelter in Australia
with regard to the Dunera episode.

Martin Simons, London SW15

Sir — Anthony Grenville's article brought
back some childhood memories. | was
in Vienna at the time the Allied forces
attacked. We were sent there for slave
labour after selection in Strashoff, Austria.
We were bombed out three times from
three ‘Lagers’. We were waiting eagerly
for the Allied raids.

One incident | will never forget. | was
working on the street in Vienna and the air
raid signal was sounding. Everyone ran to
the shelter, including our SS guard. Prisoners
and slave labourers were forbidden to
enter the shelter. Suddenly | was thrown
to the ground and a large cloud of dust
rose behind me. The building in which all
those people, including our SS guard, were
seeking shelter was a direct hit and no one
came out alive. But | was alive and kicking,
as were a number of Italian prisoners.

Marianne Laszlo, Edinburgh

Sir — My dear friend Herbert Haberberg
wrote to you about the bombing of
German cities. | fully agree with his first
paragraph. May | just add that the RAF
dropped leaflets in 1939-early 1940. This
certainly did not deter the Germans!

After the attacks on London and
other cities, all of us were delighted and
supported the attacks by the RAF on
Germany. | well remember Hitler’s speech
at that time: ‘Wir werden ihre Stadte
ausradieren’, followed by Goebbels’s
speech: ‘Wollt Ihr den totalen Krieg?’ and
the faithful answer ‘Ja’.

However, Dr Grenville does not write
‘moralistic claptrap’. His writing is most
reasoned and fair!

Germany asked for all it received and |
had many friends in the RAF who did not
return from taking the fight back to the
‘Fatherland’ (55,000 did not return).

And how about the V1 and V2 attacks?
Were they aimed at military targets?

P H. Sinclair, London N21

Sir — Dr Grenville writes excellent articles
on subjects he is familiar with. However,
when it comes to war in the air, he hasn’t a
clue regarding the participants, strategies
and planners.

Herbert Haberberg writes that
Warsaw was the first city subjected to
indiscriminate bombing. In that he is
wrong: Guernica had that dubious honour
during the Spanish Civil War courtesy of
the German Condor Legion as a practice
run for the planned forthcoming war.

Incidentally, the first aerial bombing
of civil populations took place during the
First World War, when Zeppelins and rigid
metal planes bombed London and other
cities causing casualties by the Kaiser's air
force flying from Belgium.

Dr Grenville is talking rubbish when
he writes that we should have adhered
to a superior standard in bombing
German cities despite Kristallnacht, the
deportations and the Holocaust.

When | saw Germany from the air at
low level in 1945 and at ground level
in 1946, the place was flat — which |
considered some justice for my parents
and 6 million others murdered by ‘ein
Reich, ein Volk, ein Fuhrer'.

Ernest G. Kolman, Greenford, Middx

Sir — May | add the Jewish dimension’ to
Woirzburg and Pforzheim?

Wirzburg and vicinity: 202 Jews were
deported to Riga and death on 29 November
1941 and 955 Jews were deported to
Krasnystaw and death on 28 April 1942;

Pforzheim: 186 Jews were deported to
Gurs and eventual death on 22 October
1940.

Frank Bright, Martlesham Heath, Suffolk

Sir — Herbert Haberberg is arguably on
stronger ground than Erwin Brecher in
their contributions to your July issue, but
both are damaged by descending from
intelligent discussion to crude abuse.

I am a retired solicitor and admit
that | studied only private, not public
international law. Does this disadvantage
disqualify me from objecting to
descriptions of legal positions not as
wrong in law but as ‘moralistic claptrap’,
‘tirades’ and a ‘puerile attitude’?

There