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ISRAEL, AMERICA AND BRITAIN 

On these Pesach Holydays when, as ever, Israel 
's inundated with tourists of all kinds and, to the 
^ye of the spectator at least, life is going on in 
^ splendour and hilarity, a deep uneasiness is 
f*lt in many sections of the population, the fore­
boding of an approaching crisis, owing to the 
fapidly changing conditions in world politics and 
'he appearance of new forces like the Islamic 
^Wakening on the global scene. While Israel is 
faced with an apparent deadlock in the peace 
Negotiations, it is now admitted that the so-called 
•^lestinian question is the stumbling block, but 
'his should be no cause for surprise: the problem 
has always been iJaramount, although many 
'ionists preferred to ignore it. Furthermore, ori-
Bmal Zionist thinking, as reflected in the views of 
••s protagonists like Herzl, Weizmann, Achad 
Ha'am and others, was based on the thesis that 
'Or its realisation Zionism needs the consent of 
*orld opinion—in the 19th century embodied in 
'he so-called European Concert—and the practical 
assistance of at least one Great Power. It is no 
Wonder that, after the establishment of the State 
°f Israel in a part of Palestine and in the circum­
stances of the outgoing 20th century, such a con-
lection is still felt to be indispensable, but in the 
"Meantime Israel as the victor in four wars and as 
an occupying power has lost much of the former 
Sympathies and is to all intent and purpose de-
Pendent for its very existence on the United States, 
^pth politically and financially. All eyes are now 
^'reeled to Washington, at a time when the United 
States itself is in a state of ferment and recon­
sidering its global position. 

Anyhow, the United States has replaced Great 
"ritain as the principal supporter of the Zionist 
J^use which Britain had been from the times of 
Jhe First World War onwards. It is no wonder 
-bat many observers in Israel are now pondering 
be question whether America, forced by unavoid­

able circumstances, will have to act like Britain 
*hich, at the end of the mandate was regarded as 
°^ principal enemy by indoctrinated Israelis, As 

J^cently as 1978, Peter Calvocoressi, a Chatham 
^ouse man, could write in his survey of the 
"ritish post Worid War experience^: 

In the Middle East, there was suspicion and 
Spnflict between the allies over the special 
"ritish position in the oilfields of Iran and over 
' ^e r i can oil politics in Saudi Arabia; so long 
as the USA regarded Britain's Middle Eastern 
Positions as essentially imperialistic, there was 
small hope of wholehearted co-operation, while 
'he American emotional commitment to Israel 
and comparatively small dependence on Arab 
Oil gave it a different order of priorities which 
*^s only modified and shifted towards British 
Policies after British withdrawals (Egypt, 
VVprus, Aden), renewed bouts of Israeli expan­
sion, and evidence from the Arab side of a 
readiness to tum to the USSR, to combine 
against and even to win battles against Israel 
and to use the oil weapon against the rest of 
the world." (p. 218) 

In another survey of Post-War Britain's Political 
History^, the two British authors, dismissing the 
Labour Party Conference resolution of 1944 ("Let 
the Arabs be encouraged to move out as the Jews 
move in", etc.) as "blatant nonsense" and praising 
Bevin's striving for an "honourable compromise", 
proceed to describe the conflict between Britain 
and America after tbe Report of the Anglo-
American inquiry of 1945 as follows: 

"Truman publicly endorsed its recommendation 
to issue an extra 100,000 visas to Jews, but to 
the frustration of the British Govenunent re­
fused to commit himself to the accompanying 
conditions . . . (he) acted as if only America 
had sympathy for Jewish refugees while, at the 
same time, he refused to help to enforce a solu­
tion in Palestine or even allow more Jews to 
enter the US " (pp. 62/63) 
All historians and observers of the situation 

which arose in 1947/48 agree that the way in which 
Britain left Palestine in chaos was not to the 
credit of the mandatory power; but then, only 
very few were aware of the fact that the hour had 
arrived for the complete dissolution of the Empire 
which for a hundreid years had been the pride of 
the British nation and the astonishment of the 
world. Nobody believed that it could disappear. 
The fact remains that for more than three decades 
of this century, a fateful connection existed be­
tween the British Empire and the Jewish people, 
which had more than mere opportunist roots, and 
actually left a latent psychological heritage. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
An urgent plea 

wi th the March 1980 issue of our journal, 
you will have received a letter, containing an 
enrolment form, concerning AJR member­
ship. Although the response has been 
good, the letter has caused some mis­
understanding among some of our members 
who unfortunately read the letter before the 
message from the Chairman on the front 
page. The letter was intended for you—our 
existing member—to adrfress and pass on to a 
friend or acquaintance who might well be 
persuaded to support our work by becoming 
an AJR member. 

The recruitment of new members is vital if 
we are to sustain the Association's work. A 
further letter/enrolment form is therefore en­
closed with this issue; please pass it on to 
someone who you know will be sympathetic 
to our work. 

In the tense days of the Balfour Declaration 
there was a Jewish inclination to exaggerate the 
dimension of this relationship. True, Heinrich 
Heine had loathed England and admired Napo­
leon, but Theodor Herzl had put his hope on 
Britain when in 1900 he convened the fourth 
Zionist Congress in London. Was not England the 
land of Liberty, the home of non-conformism? 
In 1903 Herzl negotiated with Joseph Chamberlain 
for a shelter in a British colony for Russian Jews 
threatened by pogroms. The men who, like Lloyd 
George, stood at the cradle of the Balfour Declar­
ation, were brought up with an intimate knowledge 
of the Jewish Bible and impressed by the Biblical 
prophesies of Israel's resurrection. This does not 
say that they were "philosemites" in a vulgar 
sense. Englishmen were always conscious of the 
distance between human beings of different origin 
but this did not degenerate into rude antisemitism. 
How strong these feelings of distance were, can be 
seen even in the first volume of Virginia Woolf's 
Diary' just published as a Penguin book, at the 
very beginning (January 5, 1915), she bluntly 
writes: "I do not like the Jewish voice, I do not 
like fhe Jewish laugh, . . ," She was, of course, 
married to the Jew Leonard Woolf, but she also 
disliked the "foreign accent" of the Woolf family, 
and says so. One may suppose that some British 
statesmen personally dislike Jews, but, in the age 
of Hitler, to call them "antisemites", as has often 
been done during political conflicts, e.g. with 
Ernest Bevin, evokes completely misleading asso­
ciations. 

The Empire, India and the Middle East 
There is also the supreme and unique case of 

Benjamin Disraeli who must be regarded as one 
of the fathers of the benevolent Imperial idea as 
it developed in the 19th century, Disraeli was not 
only, and perhaps not even primarily, a statesman; 
he was a romantic, a writer of colourful and 
thoughtful novels, with oriental leanings, a man 
of letters. The phenomenon of Empire seemed to 
surpass reality, it was born out of the world of 
literature and of fairy-tales, conceived by a poet: 
its visible peak was the festival to honour Queen 
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, The British then 

"were in possession of the largest Empire ever 
known to history . , . beneath the Queen's 
dominion lay a quarter of the earth's land sur­
face, and nearly a quarter of its people. . . . 
The public taste was for things theatrical. 
Statesmen and generals were actors themselves, 
and here was the brassiest show on earth. . . ," 
This is the impression that James Morris gives 

in his grandiose epic about the rise and fall of the 
Empire whose last volume, "Farewell The Trum­
pets", appeared in 1978 and was publisbed in 
Penguin together with the two earlier preparatory 
volumes,* This is a work of great literary charm, 
with innumerable poetic quotations, from most 
eminent lyrics to popular music hall songs, ingeni­
ously interspersed in the narrative, so demonstrat­
ing the role which the imperial idea occupied in 
the actual life and emotions of the whole nation. 
The author who in this third volume reveals her­
self as female—now signing Jan Morris instead of 
James—is overwhelmed by an "aesthetic view of 
Empire", and although she knows that it has not 
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Israel, America and Britain 
always been a pleasant kind of beauty and con­
cludes that "it was time the Empire went", she 
says so with "affectionate melancholy". Her work 
shows a stupendous knowledge of facts and anec­
dotes with full details, written also with humanity, 
with wit and critical irony, often in a satirical 
light reminiscent of Offenbach, or—to remain 
within the English sphere—of Gilbert and Sulli­
van. The rise and fall of the Empire, here pre­
sented in almost theatrical terms, is a historical 
drama of marvellous dimensions, but in our own 
context we must confine ourselves to the specific 
aspect of its collision with Jewish history. 

High Way to India 
The centre-piece of Victoria's Empire in the 

19th century had always been India; the main 
worry of Britain's rulers was the seecuring of the 
lines of commimication between the motherland 
and its principal dominions. This included the 
land mass of what is now called the Middle East, 
and the main maritime stations on the way 
(Gibraltar, Malta, Alexandria, Suez, Aden, Indian 
Ocean). When in World War One the Ottoman 
empire crumbled, Britain stood by as the main 
claimant for this long coveted heritage. One of 
the first passages on the way eastwards was 
Palestine which Allenby entered in 1917, shortly 
after Britain had issued the Balfottr Declaration, 
Thus started the Jewish connection with the reality 
and the interests of the Empire, but also the 
smouldering conflict. The Foreign Offices of all 
countries involved in the area were primarily 
concerned with the Arab and Moslem world 
which was regarded as the decisive factor in the 
sphere between the Mediterranean and the Indian 
subcontinent; this applied also to Great Britain 
aiKi the United States, as proved by many docu­
ments and incidents. Thus arose a conflict between 
the idealistic individuals fascinated by the vision 
to be standard bearers of Jewish resurrection in 
the Holy Land and the authorities and realistic 
officials watching over the Imperial interests. The 
Zionists became aware of the problem as early as 
1920 by the clashes in Palestine leading to the 
Churchill White Paper of 1922 where one of the 
most enthusiastic non-Jewish adherents of the 
Zionist idea laid down a clear restriction on 
Jewish expectations in the country. The Zionist 
Executive, left with no choice, accepted his inter­
pretation, but it did not make an effort to include 
the Arab reality into its planning and its activities 
or even heed it in its ideology, until in 1936, at 
the time of the Peel Commission, the scheme of 
partition (to be followed, according to its pro­
moters, by co-operation between the two new 
communities or states) seemed to make a solution 
possible. It was a time when—during the period 
of Hitler's growing and unanswered arrogance— 
the clouds of impending world war changed all 
political considerations, Britain believed that only 
thc White Paper of May 1939 which drastically 
restricted immigration could provide security for 
her armies in the Middle East in case of war. 

Characteristically, the chapter in Morris's book, 
which deals with what the Imperialists regarded 
as the necessity to include the Middle East in 
the sphere of British influence, is entitled "The 
Anglo-Arabs". It tells the story of the First-
World-War Arab Bureau in Cairo and its leading 
personalities, of Lawrence of Arabia and the 
Hashemite connections (of which in 1980 only 
King Hussein of Jordan remains). What Britain 
needed, Balfour said at that time, was "supreme 
economic and political control, to be exercised . . , 
in friendly and unostentatious co-operation with 
the Arabs , . ." (p. 265). The Arabs, however, 
developed a nationalism "of an intensity unknown 
to the imperialists elsewhere". 

The author omits to say that this nationalism 
was to a great extent generated by British educa­
tion and encouraged in 1918 by the stirring declar­
ations of President Woodrow Wilson and the new 
Russian leaders in favour of self-determination 
for all nations. In any case, it was a force to be 
reckoned with and—a fact which Zionist ideo­
logues minimised or recognised too late—it was a 
force to which Britain ultimately had to yield. 

Retreat and Chaos 
In Palestine—so begins chapter 25 "The Last 

Retreat"—the British imperialists for the first time 
"frankly abandoned the imperial responsibilities, 
and there the last retreat began". The author does 
not palliate these humiliating events but impres­
sively describes the whole misery of Jerusalem's 
last days of British rule or rather non-rule, nor 
does she spare the Jewish terrorists. Looking back 
on New Jerusalem, she refers to the westernised 
British-educated Arab, "constituting the most 
highly skilled and widely cultured 61ite of the 
Arab world" and also to the cultural activities of 
"Jewish refugees from Berlin and Vieima with 
their Viennese caf^s, the Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the intellectual tea-parties behind the Hebrew 
University". The members of these two com­
munities "were not natural enemies: they had 
much in common and were much alike: it had 
been the highest ambition of the British to bring 
them together, fuse them into a goveming class 
and so bring their govermnent of Palestine to an 
honourable conclusion". 

However, this was not to happen. On the con­
trary, "the barbed wire and armoured cars of 
Palestine were duplicated across the world, as 
successive colonies flared into revolt. . . , The 
same passions, the same ironies, the same waste, 
sometimes thc same poetry, always the identical 
conclusion, , , ," Yet, "the British were spared, by 
their own common sense or lack of will, any such 
terrible conflicts as the French fought in Indo-
China or Algeria . , . ". 

We all know the history of the 30 years since 
1948 and, first of all, the responsibility which the 
United States had to accept as the now dominant 
power in the Middle East. For Israel it was a 
via dolorosa, but also of military glory in four or 
five wars. With partition in force, the Israelis 
established their state, the Palestinians are still 
struggling for theirs. Thanks to President Sadat's 
bold initiative, Israel has achieved the precarious 
unfinished peace treaty with the biggest Arab 
state. Yet Israelis watching the shifting paver 
relations are anxiously asking themselves: Will 
oil-thirsty America, mutatis mutandis, in the end 
have to go a similar way as imp)erial Britain did? 
That question is the main worry that hovers over 
Israel at this season of grave world piolitical con­
fusion, which is also the overture to America's 
Presidential elections. Israel is not a decisive fac­
tor of global events. But many Israelis believe that 
the country should avoid all step>s—anyhow costly 
and, in the end, probably ineffective—which may 
aggravate the Middle East situation, and exacer­
bate the relations with the Arab inhabitants of 
the occupied territories and with the Arab world 
at large. This controversial point, however, lies 
outside today's back-looking Seder reflections. 

' Peter Calvocoressi: The British Experience 1945-1975. 
Penguin Books 1979 (Pelican). 261 pp. £1,25. 

» Alan Sked and Chris Cook: Post-war Britain. A PoUtical 
History. Penguin Books 1979, 394 pp, £1,95, 

' Volume I: 1915-1919, introduced by Quentin Bell, edited 
by Anne Olivier Bell. Penguin Books 1979. 356 pp, £1,95. 

* James Morris: The Pax Britannica Trilogy. Vol, 1: 
Heaven's Command. An Imperial Progress (1973). Penguin 
Books 1979. 554 pp, £1.95; Vol, 2: The Climax of an 
Empire (1968), Penguin 1979. 544 pp, £1,95; Vol, 3: 
Farewell the Trumpets, An Imperial Retreat (1978), Penguin 
1979. 576 pp. £1,95, 

EFFECTS OF PEACE 
When the Israeli Embassy in Cairo was formally 

opened, several dozen elderly members of the 
community, many of them weeping, were among 
the crowd of several hundred spectators. In a 
nearby hostel, Palestinian women students started 
a session of high-pitched mourning wailing, but 
were silenced by Egyptian security men. In a 
special session, the Egyptian Parliament rescinded 
the Boycott laws against Israel. Since the BoV''^ 
of Israel-connected goods was introduced, EgyPj 
had played a leading role in their enforcement. A' 
the request of British MP Mr. Greville Janner, 
President Sadat allowed a small group of Alex­
andria Jews to visit their relatives in Israel from 
whom they had been separated for many years. 

Israel's 32nd Indepjendence Day coin com­
memorates the p)eace treaty. There will be a gold 
and a silver coin bearing a three-language inscrip>-
tion "Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty March 26, ^^yi 
The reverse shows a stylised "Shalom" intertwined 
with an olive branch. The new coins will be in 
Israeli Pounds (5,000 and 200 respectively) and 
not in shekels. They are minted in Beme and 
Ottawa. 

When he retumed from talks about normalisa­
tion of relations in Egypt, Mr. Ezer Weizman, the 
Defence Minister, said the problems were heing 
resolved one by one, and President Sadat ba^ 
advanced the date of normalisation by severa' 
months. As a by-product, a thriving smuggunS 
racket is being opjerated across the border •" 
northem Sinai. Just before a large area was r*' 
turned to Egypt, Israeli jwlice found 45 n ' S i ^ 
new Mercedes cars dug into the sand dimes. They 
susp)ect that another 100 cars had been shifted hy 
thieves to Cairo and Alexandria for sale as taxis-
Canned beer is also being smuggled into EgypJ; 
After seizing one consignment, a senior Isi^.^'' 
customs officer said neither his men nor the pou^ 
had the manpower to stop the smuggling. . 

Following an agreement between the Monarcn 
Airiines and Cosmos, Travel the Worid, and Venus 
Travel, there will be daily charter flights fro"" 
Luton and Manchester to Tel Aviv and Elat, start­
ing next October. 

Starting in May, a number of UK tour opera­
tors will make use of El Al's Tel Aviv-Cairo 
service in holiday packages combining Israel aoo 
Egypt. The Egyptians have set up a spjecial airline, 
named "Lotus" to operate the twice-weekly ««• 
vice between Cairo and Tel Aviv, because tflo 
national airline Egypjtair feared boycott from 
Arab countries if it flew to Israel. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 
Sir Sigmund Stemberg was presented with the 

"Brotherhood Award" at a reception at the Ne* 
York headquarters of the National Conference o 
Christians and Jews, Members of the civil rigW* 
leadership, the clergy and of President Carters 
Commission on the Holocaust were pwesent. Sî  
Sigmund, the first British citizen to receive the 
award, is taking a leading part in the project to 
establish the Whitehall Holocaust memorial. 

MEMORIAL MEETING FOR MARTYRS 
Sunday, April 20 

This year's Conunemoration Meeting for 
the Aiuiiversary of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Upjrising and the Six Million Jewish Martyrs 
of Nazism will be held on Sunday, April 
20, at 3 p.m. at the Cambridge Theatre, 
Earlham Street, W,C,2. The main speaker 
will be the Right Hon, Peter Shore, 

As readers know, the AJR is one of the 
sponsoring organisations and members of 
the AJR and their friends are urgently 
requested to attend the function, which 
throughout the years has been a most 
ajjpropriate and dignified way of paying 
tribute to our nearest ones. For reserved 
seats, orders (with stamp)ed and addressed 
envelop)e) should be sent to: The Secretary, 
AJEX, 5A East Bank, London N16 5 R T . 
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HOME NEWS 
BRITAIN AND THE PLO 

Addressing the 18th anniversary luncheon of the 
pro-Arab Middle East Association in London, Mr. 
I^ouglas Hurd, Foreign Office Minister of State 
for Middle East Affairs, said that "Britain's com-
"litment to Israel's right to exist—although not to 
he an occupying power—is a fundamental p»rt of 
our p>olicy which will not change". He added, 
however, that thc key to p>eace was co-existence 
'•nd there was no doubt that the PLO would have 
to become involved in the peace process. The PLO 
should accept a negotiated settlement and accept 
at the same time Israel's right to live in peace, 
and Israel should accept the Palestinians' political 
rights and find a way to accommodate them, 
Relations between the West and the Arab world 
"̂ 'Ust not be poisoned indefinitely by the Israeli-
-^rab problem. In the Middle East as elsewhere 
"irade becomes entangled wilh politics, and the 
'argcr the prize, the more piolitical the considera­
tions which decide to whom it is given. We may 
'anient the fact, but we would be foolish if we 
did not act on it". Saudi Arabia was now Britain's 
'argest customer after Western Europe and the 
US, British policy required a new relationship 
hetween the Western Powers and Islam. The 
Zionist Federation pjrotcsted against Mr. Kurd's 
''Pcech which it called an "ill-timed and unfor-
'imate" depwrture from government policy. 

In a letter to the Zionist Federation, Mr. Hurd 
^aid that the Government's policy towards Israel 
had not changed, but in the long run, it would be 
H"realistic to ignore the PLO, which many Pales­
tinian Arabs viewed as the voice of their aspira­
tions, though it sometimes resorted to intimida-
'•on to achieve that position. It would, however, 
•tave to modify its policies, before it could be 
accepted as a party to a peace settlement. 

NEW AMBASSADOR FOR ISRAEL 
Fifty-five-year-old Mr. John Robinson, a sca­

nned diplomat with 31 years of service in the 
Foreign OfTice, has been appointed Britain's new 
ambassador to Israel. He was a member of the 
negotiating team of Britain's entry into the Com­
nion Market. Ambassador to Algeria, and Minister 
at Washington during the past few years. His wife 
's Swiss, and he is easy-going, a good mixer and 
a good speaker. His predecessor. Sir John Mason, 
said in a press interview that despite "asp)ects of 
[oreign pxjlicy on which we do not agree, relations 
t^tween the two countries are excellent". He 
^dded that there was no country where it was 
^asier to make jjersonal and political contacts 
Jhan Israel, but public manners were terrible. 
One can be pushed and pummelled about in a 

^tjpermarket with such mdeness that it's difficult 
'o believe." During his term of office. Sir John 
and his wife insisted in keeping a strictly kosher 
''Ome, This, he said, saved him from having to 
^ k guests whether they only ate kosher food, 
•^- could eat shrimps, if he wanted to, at the 
"ome of Israeli friends, 

SADAT SENDS OLDEST HEBREW BIBLE 
When Mr. Greville Janner, MP, president of 

'ne Board of Deputies, visited President Sadat 
!?^ntly, the president agreed to send the oldest 
'lebrew Bible in existence to London to be 
Restored, exhibited, and then returned. According 
J? .Mr. Janner, the Bible is at present kept in a 
^ r o synagogue and "falling apart". It is sup­
posed to have been written by a scholar, Joseph 
^^n .Asher, at the beginning of the 9th century 
?nd contains 560 gazelle-skin pages, some of which 
nave become discoloured and stuck together. 

CAMPS 
INTERNMENT-P.O.W.-
FORCED LABOUR-KZ 

I wish to buy cards, envelopes and folded post-
•"arked letters from all camps of both world wars. 

Please send, registered mail, stating price, to: 
14 Roselyn Hill, London, N.W.S 

PETER C. RICKENBACK 

Your House for:— 
FLOOR COVERINGS 

CURTAINS, CARPETS, 
SPECIALITY 

ENGLISH & CONTINENTAL 
DOWN QUILTS, DUVETS, 

DUVET COVERS & SHEETS 
ALSO RE-MAKES AND RE-COVERS 

ESTIMATES FREE 
DAWSON-LANE LIMITED 

(established 1946) 
17 BRIDGE ROAD, WEMBLEY PARK 

Telephone: 904 6671 
pcnonal attanUon ol Mr. W. Sliackman 

DEATH CAMP MONEY IN SALEROOMS 
A collection of concentration camp money, in­

cluding notes issued at Dachau, Auschwitz, Bu-
chcnwald and Theresienstadt, has been bought by 
Stanley Gibbons. It includes one-Reichsmark 
Auschwitz notes, printed in 1944 and estimated at 
£875 each. The notes are part of a Worid War II 
collection which is thought lo be the best of its 
kind and also includes "Yellow Star" badges, ' 
Stanley Gibbons bought it for £20,000 from Mr, I 
Derek Brown of Scunthorpe, Humberside, Other 
items are occupation and liberation notes, anti-
Nazi propaganda notes, and German occupation | 
notes overprinted by the Polish Resistance Force [ 
during the 1945 Warsaw uprising. 

The collection also includes the so-called '"Quit- [ 
tungen" from Theresienstadt and Litzmannstadt 
which were handed out on receipt of the money 
people had taken with them and which were used 
as currency inside the camps. The Theresienstadt 
ones, signed by the "Chief Elder" Jakob Edelstein, 
depicted Moses with the Ten Commandments and 
were commonly called "Moses Crowns", The 
Litzmannstadt money showed a Magen David and 
a Menora. Auschwitz notes are priced at £875, 
Dachau ones between £250 and £600. The Yellow 
Star is for sale at £95. 

IRISH PARTY BACKS PALESTINIANS 
Fianna Fail, Ireland's ruling party, passed a 

resolution calling for recognition of the legal 
rights of the Palestinians and their rights for a 
homeland. Dr. Hazel Boland, a leading Irish 
Zionist and vice-chairman of her local Fianna 
Fail branch, addressed the 7,000 delegates at the 
conference opposing the motion, but was not 
allowed to put down an amendment, 

COMMANDOS FOR ISRAEL 
A party of 50 war-time British commandos 

visited Israel for the first time in 40 years to meet 
former Jewish comrades-in-arms. They were guests 
of the Israeli Army for part of their visit and spent 
a day with men of the Entebbe commando unit. 
The visit was the idea of Zevi Swete of Tel Aviv 
who lost both legs during the fighting in Italy 
during the war. On a visit to Britain he was 
feted in a pub by old comrades from the 
war-time elite No. 2 Commando and per­
suaded them to forget "that Palestinian non­
sense" and visit Israel to see what had been 
done over the p)ast 30 years, Mr. Zevi, who runs a 
cafe and a petrol station at Neviot in Sinai, had 
then been a guest of the British Friends of the 
Israeli War Disabled. Subsequently many com­
mandos joined the organisation. Two of the 
visitors to Israel, who were blinded in batde, were 
accompanied by their wives. 

BRITISH ORCHESTRA FOR ISRAEL 
After the cancellation of their trip to Russia 

in protest against the arrest of Andrei Sakharov 
and the invasion of Afghanistan, the English 
Chamber Orchestra, one of Britain's finest en­
sembles, decided to give a number of concerts in 
Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Beersheba, Haifa, and a 
northern kibbutz. The tour is supported by the 
British Council which had sponsored the original 
tour to Russia. Six of the 38 members of the 
orchestra are Jews, but the decision about the trip 
was taken unanimously by the whole orchestra. 
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ANGLOJVDAICA 
Moslems and Christians at Synagogue 

The first of three inter-faith meetings, held at 
the St. John's Wood Liberal Synagogue, was 
attended by a number of Moslems and Christians, 
The meeting dealt with different forms of worship 
in the three religions, and the spjeakers were 
Rabbi David Goldberg, Egyptian-bom Sheik 
Gamal Solaiman, the Imam of the Regents Park 
Mosque, and the Rev. John Miller of the St. 
John's Wood United Reform Church. Mr. David 
Spanier, diplomatic editor of "The Times", pre­
sided. One absorbing topic was, how each faith 
viewed the others. The Imam said that Moslems 
accepted both Judaism and Christianity as "People 
of the Book" and Moses as well a« Jesus as pro­
phets, Mr. Miller said Christians had changed 
their attitude since the Crusades and anti-Jewish 
pogroms of the Middle Ages and today regarded 
other faiths Avith charity, love and respect. 

Retum of "Fiddler on the Roof' 
At the Wimbledon Theatre, the Musical Theatre 

Company revived the musical "Fiddler on the 
Roof" which has set out on an 18-week tour. 
Well-known actor Alfred Marks plays Tevye the 
milkman. This is the first musical ever to go on 
tour without suppwrt from public funds. Eighty-five 
"angels"—investors in theatre shows—gave 
amounts between £500 and £5,000 to back the 
show. In exchange, each received a ticket for the 
first performance and took part in a champagne 
party afterwards. They have also first call on any 
surplus after the £20,000 a week running costs are 
paid. If the show is a success and is transferred 
to the West End, they may even have a chance of 
big profits. 

Holocaust Plaque In Synagogue 
The Chief Rabbi Dr. Jakobovits dedicated a 

holocaust plaque in the entrance hall of the St, 
John's Wood Synagogue. It was designed by 
sculptor Mr. Fred Kormis, a member of the 
congregation who has also created the Prisoner of 
War Memorial in Gladstone Park, London. The 
Chief Rabbi expressed the hope that similar 
memorials would adorn all Jewish houses of wor­
ship, community centres and educational estab­
lishments so that future generations would remain 
aware of Nazi atrocities. Mr. Kormis had 
dreamed for 30 years of creating a memorial to 
the millions of Jews "now wearing the crown of 
martyrdom where they once wore the crown of 
Torah". 

Jewish Guests in Dockyard 
Members of tbe Chatham Jewish community 

attended the recommissioning of the nuclear sub­
marine Valiant in Chatham Dockyard as guests 
of the Deputy Engineer Officer, Lt. Jack Rose, 
who with his wife and baby daughter had been 
a member during the refit p)eriod. The Jewish 
guests who also included Forces Chaplain Mal­
colm Weisman, were entertained with kosher food 
prepjared by Lt. and Mrs. Rose. Lt. Rose is also 
a qualified naval cook, 

A "Messianic Jew" 
Jewish disc jockey Phil Sharp has joined the 

"Invisible Church", a missionary group, but claims 
he found Jesus before he joined the Church, and 
feels more at home in a church than in a syna­
gogue. Calling himself a "Messianic Jew", he 
wears a cross encased in a Star of David, He 
formerly belonged to the Edgware Reform Syna­
gogue choir. 

With acknowledgement to the news 
service of the Jewish Chronicle. 
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NEWS FROM ABROAD 
UNITED STATES 

US Rejoins BLO 
In 1977, the United States left the Geneva Inter­

national Labour Organisation in protest against its 
granting observer status to the PLO, and its 
domination by European and Third World Com­
munists, It has now rejoined the organisation 
convinced, according to a statement, that it had 
"changed its hostile attitude towards Israel". 

Charges Against Israel Refuted 
In its annual human rights repxjrt, the State 

Department has rejected accusations that Israel 
systematically tortures Arab pnisoners during in­
terrogation, adding: "The Israeli authorities have 
repeatedly stressed that such practices are forbid­
den by Israeli law and that violators are punished." 
Last year's repwrt had said it had appeared that 
"instances of mistreatment have occurred". 

Hidden Nazis in America 
The American Department of Justice has stated 

that it has still to deal with the cases of about 260 
immigrants, alleged not to have revealed their 
implication in Nazi crimes, when they applied for 
residence. Thes.e cases are to be dealt with before 
the end of the year. Those found guilty will have 
to stand trial, but where no sufficient evidence can 
be produced, the cases will be dismissed. The 
investigations started in 1977, when congress-
woman Elisabeth Holtzman raised the matter in 
Congress. At the time a sp)ecial commission with 
20 lawyers and 15 investigators was set up, and 
35-year-old attomey Martin Mendelsohn was 
asked to co-ordinate their findings. A few weeks 
ago he was suddenly removed from office. Jewish 
circles strongly protested, alleging that Mendelsohn 
was removed because he established that many of 
the investigated had worked for the CIA, the FBI 
and tbe military authorities, and had been brought 
to the US by them. It was therefore unlikely that 
these p)eople would have to stand trial. 

"The Muses Fled from Hitler's Germany" 
At the end of a number of celebrations of 

Albert Einstein's 100th anniversary, the Washing­
ton Smithsonian Institute, a combined museum 
and research centre of world importance, arranged 
for a series of public lectures and exhibitions to 
demonstrate the contribulion refugees from Hit­
ler's Germany and occupied countries had made 
to the cultural life of America and the world. 
They extended far beyond the many scholarly and 
scientific fields enriched by refugees and included 
the arts, music and literature. A public discussion 
under the title "The Muses flee from Hitler" 
enabled the audience to question eminent special­
ists on such questions as "Acculturation and Influ­
ence of Refugees", "The Transfer of Cultures" 
and similar subjects. The Rockefeller Foundation 
and the Joseph H. Hazen Foundation paid for fhe 
enterprise. 

Garbo Helped the Jews 
Sir William Stephenson, the Canadian director 

of allied war-time intelligence, has revealed to 
friends that during the last war, Greta Garbo was 
a key member of a "remarkable army of amateur 
espionage agents" which included besides her 
Noel Coward, David Niven, Vera Lynn, and Sir 
Alexander Korda whose links with British intelli­
gence have been previously documented. Garbo is 
said to have gone to Stockholm and been instru­
mental in organising the rescue fleet of small boats 
which snatched the Jews in Denmark from the 
Nazis on the eve of depxjrtation and brought them 
to sanctuary in Sweden. 

CANADA 
A Survey of Soviet Immigrants 

Sponsored by the Canadian Jewish Immigrant 
Aid Services, Dr. Roberta Markus, a Russian-
speaking scientist, has completed a study of Soviet 
Jewish immigrant children in Toronto. She inter­
viewed 107 young people between 12 and 20 and 
their pjarents, teachers and friends. The majority 
of them came from urban centres like Moscow, 
Leningrad, Odessa, and Kiev. Whilst the parents 
felt that being Jewish had limited their own and 
their children's professional and economic oppwr-
tunities in the Soviet Union, most of the children 
said they had not been consulted, and if they had 
been, they would have pweferred to stay. They 
had thought that Soviet antisemitism was only 
directed against Israel and the capitalist West, not 
against them. They considered themselves Russian, 
were proud of it and uninterested in their Jewish 
background. Most of them refused to attend Can­
adian Jewish schools, and did not form friend­
ships with Canadian Jewish children. 

Refugee Rabbi Honoured 
The Toronto Hillel Foundation has set up a 

student scholarship fund in the name of Professor 
Emil Fackenheim who, since last October, has 
headed the philosophy department at Toronto 
University. At least one scholarship will be avail­
able for students reading Jewish studies and study­
ing in Israel. Professor Fackenheim, known as a 
philosopher and theologian of the Holocaust, is 
63. He was ordained a rabbi in Berlin in 1939, 
went to Canada during the war and has been at 
Toronto University since 1948, 
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"AMNESTY" ON JEWS OF ARGENTINA 
In a letter to the Press Mr. Cosmas Desmond, 

Director of "Amnesty International", has revealed 
that they had published findings on Argentina 
after interviewing two men who had escaped after 
spending 15 months in secret detention camps-
They had stated that Jews were singled out for 
particularly brutal treatment, and systematically 
tortured. Some of them were made to kneel in 
front of pictures of Hitler and Mussolini, and the 
staff had said that the only good Jew was a dead 
Jew. 

BRAZIL WARNS PLO 
Mr. Guerreiro, the Brazilian Foreign Minister, 

has warned the Arab League Office and the PLO 
representative in Brasilia, the capital, that Brazi­
lian law forbids offending the heads of foreign 
countries and that foreign diplomats who infringe 
this law would be expelled. The PLO representa­
tive Farid Sawan had distributed an offensive 
pamphlet about the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr-
Begin, among students, 

OLYMPIC SQUABBLE IN AUSTRALIA 
The official Australian travel agency for the 

Olympic Games is Jetset Tours, owned by Mr. Is' 
Leibler, the president of the Executive Council oi 
Australian Jewry, In a TV interview, he said he 
had been appointed by the Australian Olj'mpic 
Federation, not by the Russians, and Jewish Chart-
ties would be hit if Australia boycotted the games-
He had accepted the agency after consulting Jewish 
expserts and the Israeli Government and promised 
that all profits would be used for a major Jewish 
cause. 

In a subsequent interview Mr, Leibler said he 
had been misrepresented, but all profits from tbe 
sale of tickets would be placed in an audited trust 
account and used for major Jewish institutions-
This trust had no relevance to Jewish policy wit" 
regard to the Olympics, Mr. Leibler has for a long 
time campaigned .for the rights of Soviet Jews 
and the amelioration of their plight. 

NAZI CLERGYMAN SACKED IN ST, G A L L E N 
At an extraordinary meeting of the evangelic*' 

congregation of St. Gallen-Straubenzell in Switzer­
land, 1,072 members voted for the immediate dis­
missal of 47-ycar-old minister Gerd Zikeli, ^ 
German national from Sudetenland who had been 
acting as a minister in Switzerland since 1968 and 
had founded the neo-Nazi orgamsation NB-> 
(National Basis Switzerland). Only 39 votes 
opposed the motion. 
YAD VASHEM MEDAL FOR AUSTRIAN 

ACTRESS 
The Yad Vashem Medal was presented to 77-

year-old blind actress Dorothea Neff in Vienna ii] 
the presence of President Kirschschlager and 
Chancellor Dr. Kreisky. During the whole "' 
World War II, she hid a Jewish costume designef-
Mrs, Alice Wolf, in her home. 

Fights Rust 
Newly developed. Zinc compounds 
are some of the finest rust inhibitors.The 
synthetic resin base forms a tough skin, 
which seals the surface from moisture. 
From all good hardware and accessory stores. 
Free literature from David's ISOPON, FREEPOST 
Northway House, London N20 9BR. 



AJR INFORMATION April 1980 Page 5 

IN MEMORIAM 
IN MEMORY OF EDITH ROSENZWEIG 

Edith Rosenzweig Scheinmann died on Novem­
ber 15, 1979, in her 84th year of life—almost 50 
years after the death of Franz Rosenzweig, her 
first husband. 

Bom and raised in Berlin, in a house where 
Jewish tradition and ritual were still observed, the 
granddaughter of a rabbi, she intended to become 
a religious teacher and was op)en to Rosenzweig's 
thoughts and hopes when she first met him in 
1913, the fateful year of his teshuvah. 

Sbc years later in 1920, after the war, his mag-
'ium opus "The Star of Redemption" completed, 
and feeling ready to pass "the Gate into Life", 
Rosenzweig retumed and asked Edith to marry 
bim and to build with him the Jewish home he 
'Onged for. As an expression of this union in pur-
Pose and in love, his first translation from the 
Hebrew, "Der Tischdank", was published under 
fhe imprint of both Franz and Edith Rosenzweig. 

Hopes and plans were shattered soon. Of the 
short nine years of this marriage almost eight long 
years were filled with the torment and suffering 
from the languishing illness which rendered Rosen-
^e ig physically totally paralysed but left him 
mentally alert to the very end. 

These were years of trial for both, of unimagin­
able hardship, sustained with the most unusual 
courage and devotion and strength of character. 
The loving and beloved young wife, who was still 
to bear him their first and only child—the son 
Raphael—was transformed from her husband's 
Partner into—literally—a part of him ("One with 
"le" as he had predicted in one of his early letters 
fo her). She became his hands and his voice, the 
SUardian of his days and nights, and the instru-
iient of most functions of his helpless body. 

The picture, so often described, of the serenity 
emanating from and surrounding Franz Rosen-
fweig in his illness, can be appreciated fully only 
't one sees in it also the presence of the ever com­
posed and ever compassionate, calm and pained, 
*nd yet gracefully smiling woman of rare beauty: 
always at his side, caring for every need, and 
reading, with unusual perception, from his lipjs 
and face or from the feeble motions of his fingers, 
letters, syllables and words which formed sen­
tences and thoughts, spwken through her mouth. 
, These years formed the pjersonality which later 
impressed many as that of a cold and unemotional, 
proud and strong-willed woman, hard to approach 

and to befriend. Yet, hidden behind this shell 
were warm and sympathetic feelings, were the 
ability and the need for love and care, for under­
standing and giving, for sharing and receiving— 
known only to the small group of old friends and 
to her family. 

Her last 50 years were full of the troubles and 
worries of our times: the Hitler years, the separ­
ation from her son, who went to Israel long before 
her, her own emigration, manyfold disappoint­
ments, the loss of all her prop>eriy including 
Franz Rosenzweig's library and most manuscripts, 
the need to support herself, which she did with 
the skills she had acquired at his sickbed, and 
years of loneliness. Then followed the years of 
relative contentment, comfort and companionship 
at the side of her second husband, a former attor­
ney and high government official. Max Schein­
mann, with whom she retumed to Germany. This 
period of caring and being cared for, however, 
ended again with the task of supporting the dying. 

Uppermost throughout these years, however, 
were her desires and labours, was her devotion 
to save and to preserve the heritage of Franz 
Rosenzweig. Material had to be retrieved and 
collected, actually bought and brought back again, 
and the pjainstaking work of editing unpublished 
letters and diaries and other writings was begun 
as well as the arduous and frustrating search for 
a publisher. In this undertaking sbe found increas­
ing help from Raphael and her daughter-in-law 
Rachel. Through this work she became also the 
gathering pjoint of a slowly growing circle of 
people aware of Franz Rosenzweig's teaching and 
philosophy, Jews and Christians from all over the 
world, whose inquiries she answered, to whom she 
gave information and with some of whom she 
established co-operation and friendship. 

All this w^s done with great determination, it 
had become the content of her life, but also with 
great modesty and humility; seldom permitting 
herself to appear in public. Only in the very last 
months of her life, when she felt her work done 
and her end approaching, when the efforts for the 
publication of "Franz Rosenzweig, Gesammelte 
Schriften; Der Mensch und sein Werk" (Haag. 
Martinus Nijhoff, 1979) had been crowned by suc­
cess, she consented to a television interview in 
which she spxike about the nine years which were 
the highlights of and gave the direction to her 
tragic life. 
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Perhaps it is correct to say that these very last 
years, in which she relived the i>ast in the i)eace-
ful surroundings of her last home in Baden-Baden 
were her happiest. Not only did they bring some 
sense of fulfilment for a work well done, but they 
brought also the satisfaction of ever closer bonds 
with her son and his family and the joy of being 
a grandmother and great-grandmother to five 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

At her grave-side Proverbs 31, 10-31 were read: 
"Many daughters have done virtuously. 
But thou excellest them all." (29) 

Martin Goldner, Palo Alto, USA. 

RABBI DR. H. SANGER 
Rabbi Dr. Hermann M. Sanger, a founder of 

Liberal Judaism in Australia, who served for 37 
years as chief minister of Temple Beth Israel in 
Melboume, has died, aged 70. His funeral was 
attended by 2,000 people, and in a message of 
tribute, the Govemor-General, Sir Zelman Cowen, 
referred to bis substantial place in the history of 
his time. He was bom in Berlin, the seventh gener­
ation of his fainily to be a rabbi. His ancestors 
had officiated in Breslau, Bingen, Bad Mergent-
heim and other places in Southem Germany. He 
studied at various German and Europjean univer­
sities and at the Breslau Jewish Theological 
Seminary. He was inducted into his first office on 
April 1, 1933, the Boycott Sabbath. He held office 
in Berlin until 1936, when his call to Melboume 
caused a sensation. He founded the first Liberal 
congregation in Sydney and in Perth, and his Mel­
bourne congregation grew from 60 members in 
1936 to a city-wide union of three congregations 
attended by 5,000 worshippers on High Holy-days, 
In 1%2 he was appointed OBE and received an 
honorary doctorate from the Cinciimatti Hebrew 
Union College. For many years, he was vice-presi­
dent of the World Union for Progressive Judaism. 
When he resigned in 1974, he said in his farewell 
sermon that he had seen his two main tasks in 
fostering the spread of Liberal Judaism over the 
whole continent of Australia and New Zealand 
and in helping refugees from Nazi oppression to 
integrate into life in Australia. 

E.G.L. 
DR. ALFRED BRAUNTHAL 

Dr. Alfred Braunthal, the labour economist and 
leading trade unionist, died in Boston at the age 
of 82. A brother of Julius Braunthal, the late 
Secretary-General of the Socialist Intemational, 
he was bom in Vienna and, after the end of the 
Second World War, went to Germany where he 
was on the editorial staff of the Leipjziger Volks­
zeitung. In 1929, he became a member of the jointly 
sponsored Social Democratic Party and the Union 
Research Institute, He wrote several books and 
numerous articles on German politics and econo­
mics. In 1933, he emigrated to Belgium and, three 
years later, to the United States. There he became 
research director of the Hatters and Millinery 
Workers Union. He retumed to Europe in 1950 
and was appwinted assistant research secretary-
general of the Intemational Confederation in 
Brussels. He retired to Boston in 1968. 

GEORGE HOELLERING 
The chairman and managing director of the 

London Academy Theatre, George Hoellering who 
has just died, aged 82, came to this country in 
1936 after a film career in Berlin. He played an 
impwrtant p>art in the development of the serious 
cinema in England and, for many years, in show­
ing French and other foreign films which would 
otherwise have been inaccessible. He also made a 
number of films which have become classics, such 
as his 1935 Hungarian film "Hortobagy" and T. S. 
Eliot's "Murder in the Cathedral" which won 
prizes at film festivals. 

SIR LUDWIG GUTTMANN 
News has just reached us of the death of Pro­

fessor Sir Ludvrig Guttmarm at the age of 80 A 
tribute to Sir Ludwig, a member and supporter of 
the AJR for many years, known all over the worid 
as founder of the Stoke Mandeville Centre for 
Spinal Injuries, will be published in our May 
issue. 

LEGACY 
Miss Alice Hohenstein left a legacy of £4,880 

to the AJR Charitable Trust. 
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THE AJR IN THE EIGHTIES 
A Constructive Board Meeting 

The strength of the AJR and the need to con­
tinue and expand its vital activities became evident 
anew at the Board meeting held on February 17. 

In his introductory remarks, the Chairman, Mr. 
C. T. Marx, paid tribute to the memory of Mr. E. 
Soimenberg, Dr. J. Loeb and Dr. Adelheid Levy 
who have died since the last Board meeting. He 
also welcomed the new Board members. Rabbi C. 
Cassell, Mr. M. Casson and Mrs. H. Ury. 

In a statement of px)licy, the Chairman deah 
with a number of changes and new plans. During 
the past year the AJR, the AJR Charitable Trust 
and Self Aid of Refugees had been integrated, 
working under a common chairman and treasurer 
and a common administration. This had resulted in 
a more effective handling of our business and also 
in a better use of our funds. Tuming to the work 
for the aged, especially in the Homes, jointly 
administered with the C.B.F./World Jewish Relief, 
the Chairman stressed that the conditions would 
gradually become more difficult. Future entrants 
would no longer belong to the generation which 
qualifies for German and Austrian pensions; the 
building and maintenance costs would rise; the 
Local Authorities had become more restrictive in 
subsidising applicants with insufficient means. Fur­
thermore, the friends who had hitherto performed 
the service of looking after our old people were 
themselves ageing and needed to he replaced with 
equally dedicated, younger people. The speaker 
also referred to the newly established Membership 
Committee, whose first decision had been imple­
mented in the membership appeal to be published 
in the March issue of AJR Information. Whilst 
a change of name of the organisation seemed in­
advisable, it was realised that many members and 
prospective members, especially of the younger 
generation, did no longer consider themselves as 
refugees; therefore, in announcements and printed 
material, stress would be laid on the widely known 
initials "AJR" rather than on the full name of the 
organisation. 

The Chairman reminded the Board that next 
year the AJR would celebrate its 40th anniversary. 
Hardly anybody would have foreseen in 1941 that 
we would be going strong after all this time. 
Many in our midst had made their mark and had 
been successful in our new country. This should 
be added reason for being proud of our origin. 

The detailed and thought provoking add.-ess of 
the Chairman was followed by a report, given by 
the Director of the AJR, Dr. W. Rosenstock, He 
first dealt with the antecedents and contents of the 
recently published White Paper on Immigration. 
The AJR had been in close contact in this matter 
with the Board of Deputies and associated itself 
with the joint statement of the Board and the 
Chief Rabbi, expressing "deep concem of the 
British Jewish community at the proposed dis­
crimination between men and women and between 
those born in this country and other citizens of 
the United Kingdom—a discrimination not pre­
viously made". The variety of problems in the 
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field of immigration would have lo be seen in the 
wider context of an envisaged new Nationality 
Act, neces-sitated by the changes in the British 
Commonwealth since the enactment of the 
Nationality Act of 1948, So far, no detailed plans 
for a new law had been presented, but the AJR 
was closely watching the situation. 

Tuming to AJR Information, the speaker 
pointed out that the occasional delay of delivery 
was entirely due to the present shortcomings of 
the postal services. A breakdown of the costs 
showed that the expenses for each copy (including 
15p for postage and despatch, 25p printing 
charges, plus fees and overhead exp)cnses) 
amounted to 58p per issue or £7,00 p,a. Under 
these circumstances the question might be justified 
whether the AJR should use a very substantial 
part of its income for the production of our 
Monthly, leaving fewer funds for the fulfilment 
of its other tasks, especially in the field of welfare 
work. On the other hand, the importance of our 
paper is reflected in constant messages of apprecia­
tion. Only recently, the recipient of a New Year 
Honours award wrote in answer to our letter of 
congratulation: 

"I want to take the oppwrtunity to pay a sin­
cere tribute both to the AJR and to your 
splendid monthly bulletin, I belong to that 
generation which came to this country at a very 
early stage before the war, and through enforced 
temporary separation from my family I was 
quickly plunged into a completely local British 
milieu. As a result, any feeling of identification 
with other refugees, or with the fate of those 
remaining on the Continent, was for a time at 
a very low level. The awakening of this feeling 
of identification is largely due to the fact that 
I have been a regular reader of AJR Informa­
tion for a number of years now. It is by any 
standard a first-class publication". 
Some recent issues of AJR Information had 

carried a comparatively high pro{X)rtion of news 
items, leaving space for only two or three articles. 
The speaker asked the Board members (and this 
question is also addressed to our members in 
general—the Ed,), whether more stress should be 
laid on articles or on news. 
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Dr. Rosenstock also referred to the pending 
consideration of a global payment of 440 million 
DM by the German Federal Republic to the 
Claims Conference and the "Zentralrat" of the 
Jews in Germany as the so-called "Abschlussgeste 
Wiedergutmachung". So far, the supplementary 
1980 budget which was to include the payment, 
had not yet been put before Parliament, and the 
terms of reference goveming the use of the pay' 
ment had not yet been laid down. The Council of 
Jews from Germany, which is a member organisa­
tion of the Claims Conference and which refire-
sents the AJR and its affiliates in other countries, 
was actively watching the situation with the view 
to obtaining a share in the payment for the wel­
fare work of its member organisations. 

In conclusion, Dr. Rosenstock reported that the 
office frequently received enquiries in questions of 
social insurance and taxation. Though the ?">•" 
suance of individual cases was the task of the 
professional experts, some questions were of a 
more general character and in such instances the 
office had the benefit of voluntary information 
given by our Board member. Dr. J. J. Halpern, 
and our Vice-Chairman, Dr. F. E. Falk, to whom 
special thanks were due for their help. 

Essential Tad(s 
Mrs. S. Taussig, General Secretary of the AJR 

and Secretary of Self Aid, reported that in 1979 
the two organisations had jointly 400 consultations 
on such widely differing subjects as accommoda­
tion and drug taking and performing the essential 
task of giving constant support to lonely and often 
unstable persons. The Social Services Department 
had also been successful in filling demands—often 
emergencies—for Home Helps for the sick or dis­
abled and other employment such as clerical and 
dressmaking. 

The work of the Meals-on-Wheels Service under 
the guidance of Mrs. R. Anderman became in' 
creasingly important. There was an urgent need 
for more volunteer drivers and also for an assis­
tant organiser who can suppxirt Mrs, Anderman. 

The co-operation with the CBF/World Jewi-i" 
Relief in the running of the Homes had become 
pa"jcularly amicable and rewarding for the staff 
and ipso facto for the applicants and residents-
Applications and admissions to the three ordinary 
Homes were now fairly well in balance. In 'b^ 
course of the year, many old friends were sad­
dened by the retirement of Dr, Goldscheider and 
Dr, Newman, Both had given devoted servicf 
since the inception of the Homes and were fami­
liar and well loved figures in them. Their pla<̂ ^ 
had been taken by a group of young doctors, who 
worked together to give a full service to each 
Home with the advantage of being able to inter­
change, and the system was working very well. 

In the last decades there had been a dramatic 
change in the type of Homes required. Standards 
had also changed and shared toilet facilities were 
accepted with great reluctance and as a last resort-
The obvious answer was to provide flats or flatlets 
with a warden-caretaker in charge on the lines O' 
Eleanor Rathbone House—the so-called sheltered 
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The AJR in the Eighties (contd.) 

accommodation. In addition to Eleanor Rathbone 
House which is jointly owned and administered 
with the CBF/Worid Jewish Relief, the AJR 
Charitable Trust owns Otto Hirsch House in 
Finchley and now houses 24 people in very good 
bedsit rooms there as well as in Marie Baneth 
House in Golders Green and in Hannah Kar-
minski House. It would be highly essential to 
obtain more sheltered accommodation in flatlets 
and, in spile of the great difficulties in finding suit­
able buildings or sites and the financial problems 
involved, efforts were made to alleviate the present 
position. 

Yet the most urgent need of all was the long 
term accommodation for the frail. People were 
looking for care of their aged parents and were 
desperate to find a happy haven for the helpless. 
Funds were lacking for the extension of the typ)e 
of care in Osmond House (which is much more 
'ban was ever envisaged), but this gap in our ser­
vice had to be filled. 

In conclusion Mrs. Taussig referred to our 
appeal for Funds for the Boat People and to relieve 
tbe appalling starvation in Kampuchea. Mindful 
of their own past fate as refugees, many of our 
members had contributed to the exi.sting fund but 
tbe need for support continued. 

The next speaker. Dr. F. E. Falk, Vice-Chairman 
of the AJR, gave a survey of the present position 
'n the field of taxation and abo dealt with ques­
tions of rent allowances and rate rebates. His 
eomprehensive report is published as a separate 
article of this issue. 

Mrs, Margaret Jacoby, Chairman of the AJR 
Club, first paid iribute to Dr. Adelheid Levy. As 
a splendid social worker and friend she was very 
"luch missed, and it was on her initiative that the 
Club was founded 24 years ago. As in the past, 
'be Club had been active throughout the week, 
and on any Sunday there were 50 to 60 pieople 
present. Several members were now on holiday in 
Spain, and there had been much entertainment in 
tbe course of the year, including Mrs. Dora 
Segall's 75th Birthday Party, a Chanukah celebra­
tion, a slide show by Mr. P. Geiger, and an outing 
"ider the guidance of Mrs. Eva Woodman. Last 
year's Bring and Buy Sale had yielded £1,354,00. 
^nd funds at the disposal of the Club had been 
^sed for grants to needy members of the Club for 
holidays, transport, etc. 

The discussion was opjened by Mr. Max Koch-
'''ann. Referring to the growing financial needs, 
be pointed out that the present number of 3,800 
Members could be considerably increased because 
'be total number of former refugees was estimated 
" 15,000. It was important that the question 
should be continuously raised in the family circle 
and among friends. The next generation should 
Jo'n since it was essential to continue the Jewish 
heritage of the Central European cultural and reli-
Sious tradition. In other countries there was now 
^ regeneration of Jewish feeling which was likely 
*" return to this country too. For this purpose. 
'^^R Information was vital in keeping this feeling 
alive. 

Mr, L, Spiro, Treasurer of the AJR, stated that 
|be Executive looked to its members to stimulate 
thought and activity. With the inflation rate at 
18 per cent, more members were needed to main­
tain our present framework. If we could find 
?"other 2,0(X) members in the next year, all would 
^ Well but we would also be happy with 1,000. 
"^ hoped that the propaganda letter and brochure 

bich were to be sent out to our members to­
gether with the March issue of AJR Information 

Ould ensure that our membership would top the 
^•800 mark. He also reported that Dr. Lore Stein, 
Jlljember of the Executive and of the Membership 
^-ornmittee, had propxwed the creation of a group 
**'. "Friends of the AJR". It was felt that this title 
""ght overcome any feelings that the younger 

generation had about being refugees and would 
help in recruiting younger pjeople to look after an 
ageing community. 

Mrs. Marion Casson said that it was very diffi­
cult to interest young people unless there was 
something specific they could do. Similarly to the 
organisation "Contact", the AJR could enrol 
young people as drivers to take elderly people out 
to tea on Sunday afternoons, to quote only one 
example. Dr. Valerie Wills advocated a closer 
co-operation with other organisations. Dr. Erna 
Goldschmidt suggested the arrangement of a meet­
ing betv/een members of the elder and the younger 
generation where people would speak about what 
they were doing and where younger people could 
say what they wished to do, Mr, Julius Strauss 
made some comments on the forthcoming appeal. 

In summing up the discussion, the Chairman 
thanked all who had come and particularly those 
who had spoken and from whom a number of 
interesting new ideas had emanated. He felt that 
the new decade had started well with the Board 
Meeting. 

REPORT ON TAXATION 
At the Board Meeting of the AJR on February 

17, Dr. F. E. Falk, Vice-Chairman of the AJR, 
gave the following report: 

There were no major events in the sphere of 
taxation of the payments arising from compK^nsa-
tion legislation in Germany and Austria but there 
have been certain useful clarifications and some 
developments regarding rents and rates rebates. 

The basic tax position remains unchanged. Com­
pensation Renten paid under the German Federal 
Compensation Act (BEG) are entirely exempt 
from British tax. Pensions which are in principle 
liable to tax in Germany, that is p)ensions paid to 
former public servants, including officials of Ger­
man Jewish communities and organisations, and 
social security pensions, are liable to UK tax as 
to one-half of these pensions. However, entirely 
exempt are Social Security Invalidity Pensions 
(which include the Austrian "Hilfslosen-
zuschuesse") and pensions awarded by discretion 
of the German authorities to those people whose 
social insurance contributions were paid outside 
thc territory of the Federal Republic or who are 
classed as expjellees (Vertriebene) from territories 
annexed by the Hitler Reich, e,g, Bohemia, 
Moravia, certain Polish territories and Danzig. 
These pensions are pjaid normally under Para­
graph 100, now Paragraph 99 of the German 
Angestellten-Versichemngsgesetz (AVG) or under 
Paragraph 1321, now 1320, of the Reichsversiche­
rungsordnung (RVO), During the last year, the 
Inland Revenue also agreed that pensions of a 
similar character awarded under Paragraphs 18 
and 19 of the WGSVG—Gesetz zur Wiedergut­
machung nationalsozialistischen Unrechts in der 
Sozialversicherung of December 1970—are exempjt 
from UK Income Tax, Where the Award mentions 
one of these legal provisions, full tax exemption 
should be claimed. 

The reason for the exemption of these pensions 
is that the recipient has no right to them but that 
they are entirely within the discretion of the Ger­
man Authority. The German law describes them 
as not being Social Security payments. The Board 
of Inland Revenue have therefore decided that 
these p»ayments may be regarded as compensation, 
equivalent to the Renten paid under the Comp>en-
sation Act. This is not fully understood by some 
people and there is a certain resentment that only 
those who come from what is today the East 
German Republic and from the other Eastem 
areas are entirely exempt from tax on their pen­
sions. It will be realised, however, that the Inland 
Revenue, in making this ruling, has in some way 
extended the definition of "compensation" in 
order to help the Nazi victims; the Board of 
Inland Revenue could and would not apply this 
extension to p)ension payments which are regarded, 
also in Germany and Austria, as regular income 
to which the claimant has a right under the law. 
Perhaps those of our friends who are resentful of 
the more beneficial position of those formerly 
resident in the East will recall that, as regards 
Restitution—Rueckerstattung—the former resi­

dents of the East Zone, etc., were much worse off. 
They received nothing while a good measure of 
restitution was made to the former residents of 
West Germany. 

When the new Conservative Governmenl came 
to power, a few of our members urged us to sub­
mit a new application for full exemption of all the 
pensions liable now as to 50 per cent. This was 
very carefully considered by the Executive. It was 
felt, however, that this was not a party matter and 
that the advent of a Conservative Government was 
no reason to raise the matter afresh. The Finance 
Act 1974 which gave one-half exemption to those 
pensions had been adopted by all three political 
parties. Several attempts had been made by indivi­
dual MPs since 1974 to change the law but these 
attempts had not been successful. The Executive 
felt further that the new Government, in its first 
period of office, was faced by an enormous num­
ber of problems and it was not an appropriate 
moment to come with fresh applications. The 
Executive will keep the matter under review in 
the light of all circumstances. 

We were able to establish that pensions of mar­
ried women, earned by their own contributions, 
are treated as their earned income with the effect 
that the additional allowance for a wife's earn­
ings can be set against the taxable half of the 
pension, often eliminating any liability in these 
cases. Insofar as there is still some of the pension 
taxable, the first £750 qualify for the taxation at 
the lower rate of 25 per cent, 

I referred last year to the close relations estab­
lished with the Board of Inland Revenue who 
accept the AJR as the advisory body on all 
matters arising from the German payments. The 
officials of the Board, in tum, are most helpful 
and intercede with local tax districts where such 
intervention is required. 

Rent Allowances and Rate Rebates 
These arc administered by local boroughs and 

dependent on ihe total income of the applicant. 
In the past, most boroughs included compensa­
tion Renten and social security psensions received 
by Nazi victims in calculating the income which 
often resulted in the income being too high to 
qualify for these reliefs. After vve had some 
lengthy correspondence, in particular with the 
Department of the Environment, most boroughs 
have now changed their attitude on advice from 
that Department, The treatment varies from bor­
ough to borough but generally it may bc said 
that compiensation Renten are entirely disregarded. 
German and Austrian disability pjensions are 
similarly treated. As regards other Social Security 
pensions granted to Nazi victims, Camden and 
some other boroughs disregard 25 per cent of the 
pension or £4.00 p.w,, whichever is higher, in the 
calculation of the applicant's income. This is not 
an entirely satisfactory position but better half a 
loaf than none at all. All applicants for rent or 
rate rebate should state the nature of their Ger­
man or Austrian px;nsion so that the local authority 
can apply the rules on disregard of these pensions. 

May I say in conclusion that, although there 
were no sp)ecactular new developmients, there has 
been some useful progress in the past year. It is 
gratifying to know that a very large number of 
refugees from Nazi pjersecution benefit not only 
from effects of German or Austrian "Wiedergut­
machung", but also from the tax reliefs and other 
reliefs obtained for these payments. 

IGNAZ MAYBAUlVrS LAST BOOK 
Shortly before he died in 1976, Rabbi Ignaz 

Maybaum finished writing his last book "Happi­
ness outside the State." Since then, his widow, 
Mrs, Frances Maybaum, and a circle of friends, 
colleagues and former students have worked to­
gether to ensure its publication. At a reception in 
Leo Baeck College where he taught for many 
years, a distinguished gathering attended the 
launching and listened to the tributes pjaid to a 
beloved rabbi, teacher, and friend by the pub­
lishers (Oriel Press), representatives of the Edg­
ware congregation and Rabbi Dr. de Lange, a 
former student, now Lecturer in Rabbinics in the 
University of Cambridge. A review will appear in 
one of the next issues of AJR Information. 

M.P. 
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THE ISRAELI SCENE 
EICHMANN'S DIARY 

Mr. Gideon Hauser who as Israel's Attomey-
General prosecuted Eichmaim, has included a 
diary written by Eichmarm during his trial, in a 
revised edition of his book "Justice in Jerusalem". 
Eichmaim had requested the publication of his 
diary together with the court's decision, but the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Ben-Gurion, mled that it 
should not be published for at least 15 years (the 
trial took place in 1961). Eichmann maintained 
that, whilst he was simply obeying orders, he was 
internally wracked by doubts. He also revealed 
that he had at one time to investigate Eva 
Braun's ancestry and discovered that she had one 
thirty-secondth part of Jewish blood. 

ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS 
A senior Foreign Ministry official delivered a 

statement by Mr. Begin to the heads of 20 Chris­
tian denominations, assuring them that the authori­
ties will not tolerate acts of vandalism against 
Church property. The pwlice had adopted extra 
precautions for its protection. There has been 
a rash of attacks on Christian institutions by 
extremist Right-wing elements, believed to be 
linked with Rabbi Meir Kahane's Kach movement. 
Intmders broke a window of a Jemsalem shop 
selling Bibles and Christian literature and at­
tempted to set fire to it, but were driven away by 
jjolice. Leaflets, urging war on missionaries, were 
distributed in parts of the city. Slogans were 
daul)ed on the walls of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and bookshops. The owner of a Bible 
shop found it daubed with black and red paint 
and swastikas and slogans such as "Missionary-
pigs go home". A number of priests have com­
plained of being spjat at and cursed by young 
religious Jews. Mr. Kollek, the Mayor of Jem­
salem, supported by the Ministry for Religious 
Afiairs, urged the police to deal with the perpje-
trators as they would with terrorists. 

THE ABSENT ARMY 
Major-General Moshe Nativ of the Defence 

Force's manpxjwer branch said enough young 
Israelis were living abroad to staff three or four 

France & Germany's 
Finest Wines 

SHIPPED BY 

HOUSE OF 
HALLGARTEN 

I am able to otfer you a superb 
selection of French (incl. Kosher 
Alsace) and German wines, 
shipped by the famous importers, 
House of Hallgarten, and to advise 
you personally and help you with 
your wine purchases. The selection 
ranges from your everyday wines 
to the finest for your speoial 

Simcha. 

Delivery to all U.K. addresses. 

Please write or pjhone: 
JUSTIN GOLDMEIER 

Wine Merchant 
22 Pennine Drtve, London, N.W.2 

Tel: 01-455 8672 

reserve Army divisions. The Army was trying to 
keep in contact with them so that they could be 
called up in tbe event of an emergency, 

FIRST ISRAELI REFORM RABBI 
Thirty-two-year-old rabbi Mordecai Rotem is 

thc first sabra and Israeli-trained Reform rabbi 
and has become minister to the Haifa congrega­
tion. The World Union for Progressive Judaism 
held its 21st intemational conference, attended by 
more than 2,800 delegates in Jerusalem and sent a 
formal demand to the Minister for Religious 
Affairs lo allow Reform rabbis to perionn offi­
cially recognised marriages. Israel was said to be 
the only country where untU now, such recogni­
tion has been refused, 

A SPLIT DOWN THE MIDDLE 
Mrs. Ruth Chomat, daughter of Mr. Ian 

Mikardo, MP, and vice-chairman of Haifa Uni­
versity, recently visited Britain to raise suppwrt 
for the university's "Bridging the Gap" unit, 
which trains p)eople from underprivileged areas in 
the north of Israel to become community leaders. 
She said there was a need for such a unit, as 
Israel was in danger of being split down the 
middle socially because of the educational, social 
and economic gap between Sephardim and Ash­
kenazim. Sephardi Jews, more than half the total 
pKjpulation, were unfailingly presented as illiter­
ate and px)or. Only one-sixth of imiversity stu­
dents were Sephardim. 

STERN GANG LEADER DIES 
After a long illness, Mr. Nathan Yelin Mor, the 

former leader of the Stem gang under the British 
mandate, died in Tel Aviv, aged 63. In the early 
SOs, he was sentenced to eight years' imprison­
ment by an Israeli court for the Jerusalem murder 
of Count Bemadolte of Sweden, the UN mediator 
in the Israel-Arab war, but he was soon after­
wards elected to the first Knesset and never 
served his sentence. He gradually changed from 
an ultra-nationalist into a far-left pwlitician, 
visited Soviet Russia and declared his supp»rt for 
the PLO and an indep)endent Palestinian state. 
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NURSE SWAPPED FOR TERRORISTS 
A Christian nurse from Jordan, who had been 

held prisoner by Palestinian terrorists in Beirut 
for five years, was released and flown to Israel in 
exchange for two Arab terrorists jailed for mur­
der and sabotage in Israel in 1968 and 1971. The 
nurse. Miss Amina Mufti, a Circassian, was seized 
by the terrorists because they believed she worked 
for Israeli intelligence. 

BRITISH PENSIONS FROZEN 
Under an agreement signed between Israel and 

Britain in 1956, British pensioners living in pre-
1967 Israel were pjaid the annual cost-of-living 
increases. This agreement, however, does not apply 
to pjensioners living in East Jerasalem, and two 
such pjensioners have just lost their appjeal to a 
Retirement Pensions Tribunal. Their p)ensions win 
permanently remain at the November 1977 level of 
£17.50 for a single pjerson and £28 for a married 
couple. The London Department of Health and 
Social Security said that the only other countries 
in the area with which Britain had a cost-of-living 
agreement, were Cypras and Turkey. 

JEWISH BOOK WEEK 
The 1980 Jewish Book Week at Wobum House 

was as successful as many previous ones since it 
was first started in 1949. Most important pub­
lishers exhibited books with a particular Jewish 
interest. The op)ening lecture, when AJR was one 
of the sp)onsoring organisations, brought a 
fascinating talk by Lord Weidenfeld about h'* 
experiences in publishing. On another occasioD' 
Jon Kimche spoke on a rather controversial 
subject: "Was Britain so guilty?" Referring t" 
some ancient scholarly works on Britain's attitude 
to the Jews before and during the war, he warned 
that it was easy to exaggerate and that, to under­
stand what happened, one must have lived during 
those days. Britain's attitude in Palestine was that 
of a colonial f)ower rather than a particularly 
anti-Jewish ones. The talk was sponsored by the 
B'nai B'rith Leo Back Lodge. 
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NEWS FROM GERMANY 
PASSION PLAY BAN 

The West German State Tourist Office, the West 
Gennan National Railways and Lufthansa have 
announced that they will not publicise the Ober­
ammergau passion play this year because, not­
withstanding some amendments in the text, it is 
essentially anti-Jevrish. 

ABBA EBAN IN GERMANY 
The former Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Abba 

Eban, addressed the annual conference of the West 
German Social Democratic Party in West Berlin, 
speaking for the first lime in fluent German, a 
language he had not used in public for many 
years. Referring to Jerusalem, he said: "Do I have 
to emphasise in Berlin that the natural condition 
of a city is to be united, not divided?" After his 
address, Mr. Helmut Schmidt, the West German 
Chancellor, left his seat on the dais and embraced 
him. On his retum lo Israel, Mr. Eban reported 
to the Israel Labour Party that, despite their 
friendliness, the Germans he had spoken to 
had expressed strong oppxjsition to the Israeli 
Government's pjolicy of establishing settlements in 
the populated areas of the West Bank, and that 
the French looked unfavourably on the Israeli-
Eg>'ptian p)eace treaty. 

CONTENTIOUS TV DOCUMENTARY 
The Siidwestfunk, Baden-Baden, recently showed 

a documentary on the involvement of the Armed 
Forces in the murder of Jews. More than 4,000 
viewers protested in letters, many of them anony­
mous, and demanded the removal of the director 
of the film. This is the strongest reaction to any­
thing ever shown by the SUdwestfunk. On the 
other hand, many former members of the Armed 
Forces sent in reports on executions they had 
witnessed. 

NEW NSDAP FOUNDED 
In Frankfurt, notorious Erwin Schonborn, who 

has served several terms of imprisonment for 
extreme right-wing activities, has set up a new 
National Socialist Party which names among its 
aims "political solidarity with the Islamic Revo­
lution". -Mayor Martin Berg stated in public that 
this was only the tip of the iceberg, and that 
Frankfurt threatened to become a centre of activi­
ties for members of the extreme right. They had 
also started a NSDAP students' club and opened 
bookshops selling violent Nazi literature. Since 
1952, Schonbom has been instrumental in setting 
ip more than 20 Nazi organisations. The Hesse 
Minister of the Interior, Mr. Gries, said that his 
Ministry was closely watching the development of 
these increasingly active organisations. 

The Nationalsocialist Students' Club was also 
'•esp)onsible for selling up a basic organisation for 
Turkish nationals in co-opwration with the Islamic 
Cultural Centre in Frankfurt. Schonborn announ­
ced that "nationally conscious Turks would co-
opjerate in the spirit of National Socialism as 
carriers of world revolution against capitalism 
and communism". 

FUERTH CEMETERY DESECRATION 
Two young men, now 18 and 19 years old, 

arrested for theft, admitted having taken part in 
the desecration of the Fuerth Jewish cemetery in 
February 1978, when 70 tombstones, part of the 
^all, and two memorial plaques were daubed with 
swastikas, runes, and "Heil Hitler" slogans. They 
said they had not been politically motivated, but 
had been bored because there was nothing inter­
esting on TV. 
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SECRET ARMS DEALS WTTH ARABS? 
The West German Govemment said in a state­

ment that it had no information about illegal arms 
deals by West German firms with Arab countries 
which had been alleged by Neil Asherson in an 
article in the London "Observer". The deals were 
said to include one between Syrian generals and 
the Ulm firm of Magirus-Deutz for 42,000 
vehicles to be built in Syria. There was also a plan 
by the same firm to sell 2,000 military vehicles 
to Iraq and armoured cars to Libya. The firm is 
alleged lo have manufactured the water-caimons 
to breach the sand walls and barriers along the 
Suez Canal at the beginning of the Yom Kippur 
War, and lo have trained the Egyptians to use 
them, 

"UNFEELING MURDERS" 
A court in Hagen, Westfalia, pronounced sen­

tences of seven £uid eight years' imprisonment on 
two former SS officers, Dutch-bom Siert Bmns, 59, 
and August Neuhauser, 68, As members of the 
security police on the Dutch-German border, they 
shot two Jewish brothers Sleutelberg a few days 
before the end of the war. Bruns had lived in 
Hagen under a false name until 1977, when he 
was exposed by Simon Wiesenthal, Neuhauser had 
already served four years in Holland, The court 
stressed that both had unfeelingly committed a 
senseless murder after forcing the brothers to dig 
their own graves, and had brutally acted against 
all laws of humanity. 

In Stade, former SS officer Erich Scharfetter 
was given 18 life sentences for murdering 18 Jews 
in Estonian concentration camp)s. Fifty witnesses 
in court, in the US and in Israel, had testified 
that in the notorious Kirkenik camp, Scharfetter 
had been known as the "man with the pickaxe" 
because he had killed Jews too enfeebled to work 
with a pickaxe and subsequently cut their throats, 

AFTERMATH OF COLOGNE TRIAL 
Only after he had been sentenced to six years' 

imprisonment in the Cologne trial of the Paris 
Nazi rulers, did Mayor Emst Heinrichsohn resign 
office as Mayor of Biirgstadt in Franconia. He 
also resigned from the CSU Party. The party 
accepted his resignation with a comment that be 
had always acted in the interest of all citizens of 
Biirgstadt. Subsequently a TV team went to Biirg-
sladt and recorded the reactions of the citizens. 
The head of the local school said that in view of 
the many different opinions, he would tell his 
pupils that one simply could not judge. Thc vice-
mayor said that even after the trial, he still 
regarded Heinrichsohn as a model citizen in every 
respiect. A CSU member of Parliament said the 
case demonstrated the difference between Christian 
and Jew,'ish thinking: "Christians always gave 
people a chance to start afresh. The Jews obviously 
expected everyone to kneel in rep)entance—but 
Christians would not do that." Together with two 
other high SS officers, Heinrichsohn had been tried 
for his share in the depwrtation of 50,000 Jews, 
including 10,000 children, from Paris. 

NAZI FARM CLOSED DOWN 
A large farm in Northrhine Westphalia, the 

Barenbriicker Hof, owned by the Harting family 
for more than 900 years, has served as a training 
centre for neo-Nazis for many years. Many attacks 
on Jews and anti-Fascists originated there, but the 
authorities refused to interfere, until last year a 
Czechoslovakian TV team, accredited to West 
German TV, tried to investigate the farm and was 
violently attacked and beaten up. A TV camera, 
worth about £20,000, was smashed. After protests 
by the Czech Embassy, pwUce closed down the 
farm and impwsed a fine of £5,000 on the owner 
for allowing it to be used for other than agri­
cultural purpxwes. 

AUSCHWITZ EXHIBITION ATTACKED 
A dynamite attack on the Auschwitz Memorial 

Exhibition in the Esslingen Town Hall caused 
considerable damage. An anonymous "German 
Action Group" claimed responsibility saying: 
"Thirty-five years of anti-German propaganda are 
enough. Those who serve Zionism, will have to face 
our revenge." The Wuerttemberg Minister of the 
Interior deplored the action as a desp)icable if 
unsuccessful attemprt to revive the criminal past, 
which was condenmed by the entire population. 

THE JEWS OF RUSSIA 
Suspect Figures 

According to the 1979 Soviet census figures, just 
published, the Jewish pjopulation in the Soviet 
Union has shmnk by about 350,000 between 1970 
and 1979, owing to emigration and a demographic 
decline. In 1959, there were 2,268,000 Jews in the 
country, in 1970, there were 2,151,000 and in 1979 
only 1,800,000 remained. These figures appear 
doubtful to the American Jewish Committee 
which estimates that there are still more than 
2i million Jews in the Soviel Union. 

Attacks on World Jewish Congress 
In the Minsk official daily Zvyazda, the promin­

ent Soviet antisemite V. Begun attacked Dr. 
Nahum Goldmarm, founder president of the World 
Jewish Congress, and Dr. Stephen Roth, London, 
its European executive director. Dr. Roth had 
demanded free discussions between Soviet Jews 
and Jews of other countries on questions of cul­
ture but, writes Mr. Begun, the Helsinld Agree­
ment "does not have in mind anti-Communist, 
racist and subversive organisations such as the 
World Jewish Congress in whose name Dr. Roth 
speaks". Books and other educational material 
which the WJC wishes to send to Russia are 
denounced as anti-Communist. Amongst such anti-
Communist works, Begun lists the "man-hating 
discoveries of Rabbi Yehuda Halevy"—the 
medieval Hebrew poet. 

Hounded Scientist in Moscow 
Eminent mathematicians and scientists protested 

against the Russians' treatment of Dr. Alexander 
Joffe, one of the world's leading mathematicians 
who has been prevented from leaving Moscow lo 
attend intemational congresses and is constantly 
harassed by the KGB. Professor Joffe who is 
Jewish, was sacked from his post al Moscow Uni­
versity after applying for an exit permit for him­
self and his family. He is no longer able to publish 
papers or to attend university seminars. His work 
on "optimal control" has directly influenced the 
design of advanced engineering systems and the 
study of economics. At a mathematical colloquium 
al Imperial College, London, the debates were 
called "An appreciation of an Absent Colleague", 
as his work was fundamental to them, 

Refuseniks in Italy 
Thirty-six-year-old Mr. Pavel Palishev, a Soviet 

emigrant who did not want to go to Israel, hanged 
himself outside the Rome Russian Embassy, after 
failing to secure a visa for the United States. 
Communist members of the Italian parliament 
seized the opportunity to table a number of ques­
tions about Soviet Jews in Italy. There are between 
5,000 and 6,000 waiting near Rome, while their 
applications lo settle abroad are processed. Most 
of them stay in Italy between six and eight weeks. 
There have been problems about their relation­
ship with the local population, because of com­
petition in trade, housing and transport, but this 
is balanced by the economic advantages they 
bring, particularly during the off-season vkinler 
months. 

Protest Against Sakharov Treatment 
Jewish Professor Paolo Alatri, one of Italy's 

leading historians and a militant Communist for 
30 years, resigned from the Italy-USSR Associa­
tion, of which he was once the secretary-general, 
in protest against the intemal exile of Dr. Andrei 
Sakharov, saying: "I cannot be a friend of those 
who behave as in the times of the Tsars." Profes­
sor Alatri's parents were deported and killed by 
the Nazis. There has been a wave of pjrotest about 
the Sakharov case in Italian political, labour, and 
intellectual circles. 

Annely ]uda Fine Art 
11 Tot tenham Mews, London W I P 9PJ 

01-637 5517/8 
C O N T E M P O R A R Y PAINTINGS 

A N D SCULPTURE 
M o n - F r i : 1 0 a m - 6 p m Sat : l O a m - l p m 



Page 10 AJR INFORMATION April 1980 

BIRTHDAY TRIBUTES 
SALUTE TO DR. CHARLES KAPRALIK 

On April 24, our friend Dr. Charles Kapralik 
will celebrate his 85th birthday. If we put this 
date on record, it is not just to comply with the 
elementary duties of the chronicler but because 
it gives us the welcome opportunity of expressing 
to him our feelings of gratitude for his effective 
manifold activities in the interest of the refugee 
community. There have been close contacts 
between him and the AJR in the joint administra­
tion of the Homes by the CBF and the AJR, He 
has been on the Management Committee in charge 
of running the Homes since its inception more 
than a quarter of a century ago and, during the 
last year, was the Committee's Acting Chainnan, 
In his work, he combines an insight into the 
wider problems of policy with a strong sense of 
detail and, above all, a deep human understand­
ing for his fellow refugees, Yel, as general sec­
retary of the Jewish Trust Corporation (JTC), he 
has also played a leading part in obtaining the 
means for the erection and running of the Homes 
out of the proceeds of the restituted heirless, un­
claimed and communal Jewish prop>erty in the 
British Zone of Germany. Two volumes written 
by him under the heading "Reclaiming the Nazi 
Loot" (1962 and 1971) testify to the complicated 
work carried out by the JTC, for which, together 
with Dr. Reinhold Lachs as general manager, he 
was responsible. By his position in the JTC and 
in the CBF, whose Joint Secretary he was until 
his retiremeent in 1974. he has obtained the 
esteem of the leading psersonalities of Anglo-
Jewry and, beyond this, of the major Jewish relief 
organisations abroad. This is also reflected in his 
posilion as a Board member of the world-wide 
United Restitution Organisation, where his exper­
tise in organisational and budgetary matters is a 
particular asset. Last but not least, his fellow 
refugees from Austria are indebted to him for his 
untiring efforts on their behalf, which have 
resulted in various relief measures as well as in 
spjecial regulations for the Nazi victims in the 
field of social insurance. 

It is indeed a wide range of constructive work 
by which Charles Kapralik has left his mark on 
the history of the viciims of Nazi pjersecution. 
Unavoidably, he has not been spared some of the 
physical shortcomings which go with advancing 
age. Yet he has retained his energy, his vitality 
and his alertness, and it is our sincerest birthday 
wish that he may continue to excel by these quali­
ties for a long time to come. 

W.R. 
DR, BERNARD MARX 80 

Dr. Bernard Marx, London, celebrated his 80th 
birthday a few weeks ago. He was born in 
Cologne, where he practised as a dental surgeon. 
He was very active in the Maccabi Movement in 
Germany and is a member of the KJV, the Ger­
man Zionist student fralemity. 

He arrived in this country just before the out­
break of war and had very difficult times before 
he could again settle in his old profession. In 
spite of all the hardshipw he devoted a lot of his 
lime to work for Jewish Affairs and was for many 
years chairman of the British section of the KJV. 
The AJR, of which he has been an interested 
member for many years, joins his friends in ex­
tending its sincerest congratulations to Dr. Marx. 

JOSEPH ROSENSTOCK 85 
The conductor Joseph Rosenstock recently 

became 85 years old. Bom in Cracow, he held 
positions as musical director in Darmstadt and 
Wiesbaden, When the Jewish "Kulturbund" was 
founded in 1933, he became its first conductor. He 
later went to Tokio and afterwards to New York, 
where he held appointments with the City and 
Metropolitan Operas, After the war, he was 
Musical Director of the Cologne Opera from 
1958-1960. He was awarded the Mannheim Schiller 
Medal in 1955, and the land Baden-Wuerttemberg 
bestowed on him the title of professor in 1967. 
Joseph Rosenstock now lives in Salt Lake City, 
USA. 

E.G.L. 

NELLY-SACHS-PREIS FOR ERICH FROMM 
' Shortly before his death. Professor Dr, Erich 
Fromm, the social philosopher, was awarded the 
£5,000 Nelly-Sachs-Prize of the City of Dortmund. 
Fromm was born in Frankfurt as the son of a 
well-to-do Jewish family in 1900. He was one of 
the founding fathers of the famous Frankfurt 
School, and after fleeing from the Nazis, taught in 
several US universities and in the Mexico National 
University. For the last few years, he lived in 
retirement in Switzerland. The prize was received 
for him by his assistant Dr. Ruth Liepwnann, 
Ziirich, as he was too ill to travel. The laudatio 
was given by his former assistant Dr. Rainer 
Funk, Tubingen, who said that Fromm had de­
voted his life to develop the fundamental human 
forces of reason and love in his pupils. 

ROSENTHAL CHINA CENTENARY 
The famous firm of Rosenthal, founded in 1880 

by Philipp Rosenthal (1855-1937) in Selb, Bavaria, 
has just celebrated its hundredth anniversary. It* 
products have since become famous all over the 
world. Philipp Rosenthal came from a Jewish 
family in Westfalia, but no longer belonged to the 
Jewish faith. This did not prevent his descendants 
from being forced to emigrate, though, because 
of its renown, the firm did not change its nam^ 
after being "aryanised". The founder's nepheWi 
Ernst Rosenthal, went to London in 1935 and 
founded two firms. He died in London in 196"-
His son, Philip Rosenthal jr., lived in Britain 
between 1934 and 1948, and has run the Selb fin" 
since 1950. As a member of the Socialist Party, 
he was a Parliamentary Undersecretary in the 
Bonn Ministry of Economics between 1970 and 
1971. 

JEWISH MATHEMATIOAN REMEMBERED 
In the Mathematics Department of Bonn Uni­

versity a plaque has been unveiled in memory oj 
the mathematician Felix Hausdorf who committed 
suicide in January 1942 as a victim of pjersecutioD 
for his Jewish descent. 

FAMILY EVENTS 
Entries in the column Family Events 

are free of charge: any voluntary 
donation would, however, be appreci­
ated. Texts should be sent in by 15th 
of the month. 

Births 
Ray-Sinclair.—To Annette (nee Sin­
clair) and Colin Ray a daughter on 
February 28; first grandchild to Liesl 
and the late Fred Sinclair (Fritz 
Schneider-Beuthen). 

Wedding .Anniversary 
Bennett.—J, Bennett (formerly Benno 
Berger of Numberg) and Lotti (nee 
Teicher) are happ»y to announce the 
50th anniversary of their marriage 
which was solemnized by Dayan 
David Feldmann and Rabbi Dr. Felix 
Goldmann in Leipzig on March 30, 
1930. 

Deatlis 
Gotthilf.—Mrs. Elsa Gotthilf of 105 
Priory Road, London, N.W.6, passed 
away on January 30, Deeply mourned 
and sadly missed by her family and 
best friend, 
Gottschalk.—Mrs. Meta Gottschalk 
(nee Schlachcic) of Leo Baeck House, 
The Bishop's Avenue, N.2, died on 
February 15, aged 88, after a long 
illness. Deeply mourned and sadly 
missed by her family and friends, 
Grundmann.—Rudolf Max (Ralph) 
Grundmann of Low Street, Elston, 
Newark, Notts,, died suddenly on 
Febmary 24, aged 64, Deeply 
moumed by his wife Margaret, 
daughter Helen, son-in-law Mike, 
grandson Daniel and all the family 
and friends. 

Kruh.—Herbert Kruh passed away 
peacefully on January 23. Deeply 
mourned and sadly missed by his wife 
Jetty, daughter Barbara, family and 
friends. 

Manbeimer. — Adolf Manheimer 
passed away on February 16. Deeply 
mourned and sadly missed by his 
family and numerous friends. 

Martins.—Martin Martins (Gnesen/ 
Berlin), family name Schmalz, died 
on March 2, aged 71. Former mem­
ber of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute, 
Berlin, and Weizmann Institute, 
Rehovoth. Deeply moumed by his 
wife Leah and son John. 92 Carring­
ton Road, Flixton, Manchester. 

Weinschenk.—Mrs. Gisela Weins­
chenk (formerly Numberg) died on 
March 3 in her 99th year, moumed 
by her daughter and son and the 
whole family. 

In Memoriam 
Pototzky.—Luz Pototzky, who died 
on January 2, 1979, would have been 
90 years old on April 15, 1980. Sadly 
missed by his wife Herta and all the 
family. 

CLASSIFIED 
The charge in these columns is SOp 

for five words plus 25p for advertise­
ments under a Box No. 

Miscellaneous 
REVLON MANICURIST. Will visit 
your home. Phone 01-445 2915. 

PERSIAN CARPET or mg wanted 
for purchase privately. Tel, 01-458 
3010. 

MISS REGINA PRESSER announces 
her change of private address from 
Kingston Road, Ewell, lo Flat 42, 
Grove Avenue, Sution, Surrey SMI 
2DP. 'Phone 01-661 2308. 

FOR SALE lithographs by Oppler. 
Stmck. Lesser-Ury, etc., signed and 
numbered, unframed, E. Mitchell, 4 
Oak Cottage, Piddinghoe, Newhaven, 
Sussex, 

FULLY QUALIFIED physiothera­
pist prepared to treat you in your 
own home. Box 805. 

Situations Vacant 
RESIDENTIAL COMPANION re­
quired for intelligent 70-year-old 
woman suffering from depression. 
Sole concern, no housekeeping. Pri­
vate sitting room, bedroom and 
bathroom available. Pleasant sur­
roundings. Ample free time. Jacobs, 
Knightons, Oakhill Avenue, Pinner, 
HA5 3DN. 

WE WOULD WELCOME hearing 
from more ladies who would be will­
ing to shop and cook for an elderly 
pierson in their neighbourhood on a 
temporary or pjermanent basis. Cur­
rent rate of pay £1.60 per hour. Please 
ring Mrs. Matus 01-624 4449, AJR 
Employment, for Appointment. 

Situations Wanted 
REFINED MATURE lady seeks 
position as companion to elderly lady 
two aftemoons p)er week, Golders 
Green or Highgate area. Box 804, 

Personal 
ATTRACTIVE WIDOW in eariy 60s 
living in N.W.ll would like to m««t 
gentleman with continental back­
ground, preferably with car, with 
view to friendship and travel. When 
replying please give phone number-
Box 803. 

N.W. LONDON widow, eariy fifties-
nice looking and cheerful, want* 
company. Box 807. 

INFORMATION REQUIRED 

General Enquiries 

Borrows.—Mrs. Andy Borrows, M-D' 
niece of Prof, Heinrich Rosin. Any 
information would be greatly apprf 
ciated by Prof, S. Leibfried, Uni­
versitaet Bremen, Postfach 330440, 
D-2800 Bremen 33. 
Deutsch.—Information is wanted off 
Miss Hilde Deutsch, formerly ^ 
Breslau, bom 1900, Please contact 
R. Schmutzler, Hermann-Loens-Weg 
15. 3340 Wolfenbuettel, Germany. 

Wassermann. — Luise Wassermaflf' 
former Concentration Camp nurs^ 
wanted as witness in trial against 
Walter Kuemmel for murders '" 
Neuengammel K.Z., by Hamburg 
State Prosecutor. Last heard of J^ 
1946. May be living in Britain undft 
different name. Brother served '" 
British army. Box 806. 

AJR Enquiries 
Bernard. — Mr, H. Bemard — la'j 
known address 85 Cowbridge Roa" 
East, Cardiff, Glam. CFl 9AF. 
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THEATRE AND CULTURE 
Josq>h Roth, bom 1894 in Galicia, became a 

joumalist and lived in Berlin from 1921 to 1933. 
His most famous novel "Radetzkymarsch" was a 
bestseller. His novel "Hiob" was made into a film 
by Norddeutscher Rundfunk and recently pre­
sented in three parts. It is a very tragic Jewish 
story which starts in a Russian ghetto and follows 
the fate of Mendel Singer and his family into the 
United States. The late Eric Pohlmann was in the 
Cast, which included many prominent German and 
Austrian actors, 

Tit-Bits, A new success for Paula Wessely in a 
Prench comedy "Les Dames du Jeudi" per­
formed at the Akademietheater, Vienna, under the 
title "Wie immer am Donnerstag". An exhibition 
depicting the life of Empjeror Franz Joseph of 
Austria (bom 150 years ago) will be shown this 
year at the old Hunting Lodge Hermesvilla from 
Apwil till October. 

Birthdays. Vienna's 'Josefstadt" Theatre cele­
brated the 80th birthday of its long-serving mem­
ber Lotte Lang, who has been acting on Vienna 
stages since 1924. 

Obituary. The death has been announced of 
franz Strauss, son of the composer Richard 
Strauss, He was 83 and hved at Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, where he administered his father's 
Collections. His marriage to a daughter of the 
Austrian Jewish industrialist Grab created a sen­
sation in Vienna's society, although it took place 
long before the Nazis came to power. 

SB. 

ABSTRACTION AT THE TATE 
Abstraction: Towards a New Art—Painting 

1910-1920 is the first loan exhibition to be pre­
sented in the new extension galleries of the Tate 
Gallery. It remains opea until Apiril 13 and is 
Well worth a visit since the pictures come from all 
over the world and it may be a long time before 
there is another opportunity to see such a compre­
hensive display of really fine pictures. As usual, 
a very comprehensive catalogue is available. 

The exhibition is divided into national sections. 
The German section contains a wide selection of 

works by Kandinsky, many of which come from 
the Stadtische Galerie in Lenbachhaus, Munich. 
There are also a number of works by August 
Macke and Franc Marc with his beautiful colours, 
Alexei von Jawlensky and Paul Klee. It is inter­
esting to note that a sp>ecial section in the cata­
logue is devoted to the work of Hoetzel and his 
pupil Johannes Itten, who it is claimed, has been 
unjustly neglected. 

The exhibition also includes a very fine collec­
tion of the contemporary works of Russian pain­
ters, and the French section contains important 
works by Picasso, Braque, Leger and many others. 
Early Abstract Art in Britain is well represented 
including a number of works by David Bomberg 
who is now belatedly coming into his own. 

ALICE SCHWAB 

OSKAR KOKOSCHKA 
The expwessionist painter Oskar Kokoschka has 

died, aged 93. He was also a gifted writer with a 
rational approach to social problems. He was the 
son of a Prague goldsmith who shared with 
Czechoslovakia's first president Masaryk a great 
admiration for Amos Comenius, the 17th century 
Bohemian philosopher and humanist whose "Orbis 
Pictus" pioneered visual teaching methods. He 
studied in Vienna where he had his first exhibi­
tions, formed a close relationship with Alma 
Mahler and met Rilke and Hugo von Hofmanns-
ihal. After the murder of Chancellor Dollfus, he 
retumed to Prague. The Nazis attacked his work 
as degenerate and removed 400 of his paintings 
from public collections in Germany. In 1938, 
British and refugee friends helped him to escaj>e 
to this country where he remained for many years. 
He created a number of outstanding portraits, 
beautiful Cornish landscap>es, and paintings with 
a social and political content. In 1945, he pub­
lished "A Petition from a Foreign Artist to the 
Righteous People of Britain for a Secure and 
Present Peace". In the 50s, he also ran a "School 
for Seeing" in London. In 1962, the Tate Gallery 
mounted a major show of his works which he 
called the finest ever held. In 1971, he wrote his 
life-story. For the past few years, he had been 
living in Switzerland. 

ERNA NONNENMACHER 
Die Bildhauerin und Keramikerin Ema Non­

nenmacher ist im Januar im Alter von 90 Jahren 
gestorben. Die begabte Ktinstlerin, deren Werke 
in Deutschland auf verschiedenen Ausstellungen 
zu finden waren, musste, wie so viele andere 
KUnstler, mit ihrem Mann, dem Bildhauer Her­
mann Nonnenmacher, die Heimat verlassen. Sie 
gingen nach London, wo sie im Morley College 
fiir 22 Jahre Keramik lehrten. 

Erna Nonnenmachers Skulpturen wurden in der 
Ben Uri Gallery, Geffrye Museum, Alvin Gallery 
und in der Royal Academy ausgestellt, und sie 
war Mitglied der Royal Society of British Sculp­
tors. Viele ihrer Portraits und Bronzefiguren, die 
sich durch eine natiirliche und lebendi^e W^rme 
auszeichneten, befinden sich in Privatbesitz sowohl 
in London wie auch in New York und Israel. 

Das Ehepaar feierte am 5 Juli 1979 das sech­
zigjahrige Bestehen dieser Kiinstlerehe, die im 
Zeichen einer so iimigen Verbindung stand, wie 
man dies nur ganz seiten findet. Um so grosser ist 
unser Gefiihl der Anteilnahme fUr Hermann Non-
nenmacher, der in den letzlen Jahren seine Frau 
mit grosster Hingabe umsorgte. 

KURT FRANKENSCHWERTH 

HARALD KURT ISENSTEIN 
Eighty-two-year-old sculpjtor Harald Kurt Isen­

stein, who has died in Copjenhagen, left Germany 
in 1933 and became one of Europe's leading por­
trait sculptors. In 1975 an exhibition of his work 
in the Berlin Jewish Community Centre revealed 
that he was also a gifted painter and etcher: it 
included a number of self-portraits and portraits 
of well-known contemporary figures. His bust of 
the atom physicist Niels Bohr is at the Rehovot 
Weizmann Institute. As one of the Jews rescued to 
Sweden from Denmark in 1943, he created the 
monument "Danish Jews Thank Sweden" in Jem­
salem, Before his emigration, he had taught at the 
Berlin Reimann School and later opened his own 
art academy. He also published a number of books 
among which "Playing with Clay" has become an 
authoritative work for art instructors. 

E.G.L. 

CROFT COURT 
HOTEL IVi 

"In our hole/ you ar* a p«rsonalUy—not just a room numj>er" 

RAVENSCROFT AVE., GOLDERS GREEN, LONDON, N.W.11 
01-4Sa 3331/2 a 01-455 917S 

Centrally heated throughout. Some rooms with private bath 
& w c . Beautiful garden. Sun Terrace. Children welcomed. 

"WOODSTOCK LODGE" 

40 Shoot-up Hill 
London, NW2 

* Well furnished single and 
double rooms. 

* High standard of care. 
* Family atmosphere. 
* S.R.N.s in attendance. 

Please telephone Matron for 
detaUs 01-452 6201 

AVENUE LODGE" 
Licensed by the London Borough of 

Barnet) 

Qolders Green, N.W.11 
"ORTH-WEST LONDONS EXCLUSIVE 

HOME FOR THE ELDERLY AND 
RETIRED 

and double rooms Luxurloua single 
wllh telephone. 
Principal rooms with bathroom en 
sulta. 
Lounge with colour TV. 
Kosher cuisine. 
Uively gardens—easy perking. 

;̂  Day end night nursing. 
PlMse telephone tha Matron, 01-451 7094 

COLDWEU RESIDENTIAL 
HOTEL 

DIETS AND NURSING 
SERVICES AVAILABLE 

Lovely Large Terrace & Qardens 
Very Quiet Position. 

North Flnchley, near Woodhouse 
Grammar School. 

MRS. COLDWELL 
11 Fenstanton Avenue, 

London, N.12 
TeL: 01-44S 0081 

GROSVENOR NURSING HOME 
Licensed by tha Borough o( Camden 

Luxurious and comfortable home. 
Retired, post-operative, convales­
cent and medical patients cared 
for. Long or short term stays. 
Under supervision both day and 
night by a qualified nursing team. 
Well furnished single or double 
rooms. Lift to all floors, A spaci­
ous colour TV lounge and dining 
room, excellent kosher cuisine. 

Please telephone Matron for fun 
details. 01-203 2692/01-4S2 0515 

85-87 Fordwych Road, N.W.2. 

DAWSON HOUSE HOTEL 
• Free Street Parlcing In front of the Hotel 
• Full Central Heating e Free Laundry 
• Free Dutch-Style Continental Breakfast 

72 CANFIELD GARDENS 
nesr Underground Sta. Finchlay Road. 

LONOON. N.W.6. 
Tel: 01-624 0079 

MAPESBURY LODGE 
(Licensed by the Borough of Brent) 

for the elderly, convalescent and 
partly incapacitated. 

Lift to all floors. 
Luxurious double and single 

rooms. Goiour TV, h/c, central 
heating, private telephones, etc., 
in all rooms. Excellent kosher 
cuisine. Colour TV lounge. Open 

visiting. Cultivated Gardens. 
Full 24-hour nursing care. 

Please telephone sister-ln-
charge, 450 4972 

17 Mapesbury Road, N.W.2 

WALM LANE NURSING HOME 
Purpose designed, modern comfor­
table, medical Nursing Home. 
Convalescent, medical and post­
operative patients, both long and 
short term stay, cared for by fully 
qualified nursing staff. Single and 
shared rooms with every luxurious 
facility. Lifts to all floors. All diets 
catered for - Kosher meals can be 
provided. 

Licenced by Brent Health Authority 
and recognised by B.U.P.A. and 
P.P.P. insurance 

Contact Miss G. Rain, Matron 
141 W a l m Lane London N .W.2 

T e l . 450 8832 or 452 2281 

THE DORICE 
Continental Cuisine—Licensed 

169a Flnchley Road, N.W.3 
(624 6301) 

PARTIES CATBREO FOR 

YOUR FIGURE PROBLEMS 
SOLVED 

. . . by a visit to our Salon where 
ready-to-wear foundations are 
expertly fitted and altered If 

required. 
Newest styles in Swim-
Si Beachwear & Hosiery 

Mme H. LIEBERG 
871 Finchley Rd„ Golders Green, 

N,W.11 (next to Post Office) 
01-455 8673 

BOOKS WANTED 
G E R M A N A N D J E W I S H 

I L L U S T R A T E D , E T C . 

E.M.S. BOOKS 
Mrs. E. M. Schiff 

223 Salmon Street 
London, NWS SND 

Tel.: 205 2905 

D E N T A L R E P A I R C L I N I C 
DENTURES REPAIRED 

(WHILE YOU W A I T ) 
11A CHAPEL ST. , LONDON. N W I 

(S doors from Edgware Road Met Station 
in Chapel Street) 

01-723 6558 
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Letters to the Editor 
THE HAAVARA AGREEMENT 

Sir,—/ see Mr. Dolf Michaelis describes my 
reference to the Haavara Agreement as "mislead­
ing" because the purpose of the Agreement, he 
says, was "not to benefit the German economy 
nor the Palestine Jews". The agreement was one 
between Germany and the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine and as such it was obviously designed to 
carry benefit for each of the parties involved. The 
German economy was to benefit by way of pro­
moting German exports, the Jewish Agency by 
way of promoting Jewish emigration to Palestine. 

Whetiier the latter alone was the "main pur­
pose" as Mr. Michaelis says, would seem to be a 
moot point; in his introduction to the book ciled 
by him, Siegfried Moses says the agreement "rested 
on the idea of promoting the sale of German 
goods to the Jewish Palestine". In either case, Mr. 
Michaelis fails to substantiate his charge against 
me; if anything, his quotes rather bear me out. 1 
therefore see no reason to withdraw any part of 
my statement, which was necessarily shorthand 
within a very different story, that the Haavara 
Agreement was "a modified clearing arrangement 
designed to benefit the German economy and the 
Palestine Jews". 

C. C. ARONSFELD 
19 Thurlby Close, 
Kenton Road, 
Harrow, Middlesex HAI 2LZ. 

JEWS FROM LIPPSTADT 
Sir,—/ am engaged in research work on the 

history of the Jews in Lippstadt and should be 
grateful, if former members of the Jewish com­
munity of that town got in touch with me. 

EDUARD MUEHLE 
Rechov En Gedi 28, 
Jerusalem. 

A POSEN CHILDHOOD 
Sir,—Referring to Mr. C. C. Aronsfeld's 

"Memories of a Posen Childhood" in your Janu­
ary issue, it may be of interest to your readers 
that the City of Posen not only had a Jewish Lord 
Mayor Witting, bul that my father, Geheimer 
Justizral Julius Orgler, born 1829, was "Stadt-
verordneten-Vorsteher" for 30 years, "Vorsitzender 
des Vorstandes der Posener Anwaltskammer" and, 
in recognition of his merits, given the Freedom of 
the City. He was one of the first Jews to be 
admitted as a lawyer by the Prussian Government. 
My father studied at the University of Breslau 
and joined the "Ratzecks", a student organisation 
of Silesia, which stormed the Wartburg in 1848 
and hoisted the revolutionary "Black-Red-Gold" 
flag there. In later years, my father returned his 
ribbon, because the "Ratzecks" became anti­
semitic. My mother was elected Vice-President of 
the "Vaterlaendischer Frauenverein" whose Presi­
dent was the wife of the "Kommandierender 
General". After Lent, my father used to be invited 
every year by the Archbishop of Posen to the 
Easter lunch. My parents were also invited to the 
annual reeception and ball given by the "Ober­
praesident" which I too attended when I grew up. 

MARGARETE JACOBY-ORGLER 
23 Belsize Avenue, 
London, N.W.3. 

CBF IN MIDLANDS 
Miss Joan Stiebel, former secretary of the Cen­

tral British Fund and her successor Mrs. Eva 
Mitchell as well as Mr. Stephen Goldman, senior 
appeals organiser, addressed the inaugural Bir­
mingham meeting of the Midlands committee of 
CBF World Jewish Relief. A major fund-raising 
event is to be held in May. 

THEA PLAUT 
Thea Plaut, n6e Kneip, was bom on September 

26, 1899, in Fulda, Germany. She had a very 
happy youth with her parents, her sister and 
brother, and many good friends. All of them are 
dead, apart from one true old Gennan friend, 
with whom she renewed contact after the war. 
and whose doctor-daughter near Frarddfurt tried 
hard to help Mrs. Plaut dimng the last fe* 
months. 

As a yoimg girl, she joined the German youth 
movement, "Der Wandervogel", and soon became 
a group leader. But one day, during the 1914-1918 
war, she was called to her supervisor and told: 
"Thea, we all like you very much, and v/e do not 
want to lose you; however, you cannot remain a 
group leader, because you are Jewish". TTiea left 
the movement inunediately. . 

A few years later, she became a co-founder of 
the Jewish youth movement "Blau-Weiss". To­
gether with her bosses in the bank, Mr. .E*"^ 
Speyer and Mr. Ismar Miodownik, she continued 
to work for Zionism very actively in the Youth 
Aliyah, first in Fulda, then in Berlin and finally> 
after her emigration in 1938, in London. , 

She was happily married to the psychiatrist and 
author. Dr. phil. and Dr. med,, Paul Plaut, who 
died in 1960. 

Her parents declined to emigrate. Her mother 
died peacefully in an old age home in Fulda iD 
1941. In 1942, on Rosh Haschanah, her father 
was taken to Theresienstadt and a year later, on 
Yom Kippur, transported to Auschwitz, and mur­
dered. This remained her great grief all her life-

Her interest in all things Jewish and in history 
and art came, more or less, to an end, when she 
suffered a stroke in 1969. She moved then into mV 
house. Here she died peacefully on the night of 
February 5. 

She is deeply moumed by her daughter, Mrs-
Miriam Claire Allen, and her granddaught^ 
Rebecca, her son-in-law, many friends in England 
and overseas, by my family and, for ever, by me-

BRUNO SGHWEIG 

ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE 

AND OBJECTS 
BOUGHT 

Good prices given 

PETER BENTLEY 

ANTIQUES 

22 Connaught Street, London, W2 
Tel.: 01-723 9394 

GERMAN BOOKS 
BOUGHT 

A r t , L i terature, Topography , 
generally pre-war non c laasical 

B. H A R R I S O N 
The Village Bookshop 
46 Belsize Lane, N.W.S 

Tel .-01-794 3180 

LIGHT WEIGHT 

SILK-LINED MOHAIR COATS 
(26 ozs. approx.) ideal for 
travel, evening and day 
wear. Light and warm, 14 
styles approx. 10 colours. 
From £106.50 Sketches and 
colour cards on request. 

Sutin Couture 
45 Westbury Road, London 

N12 7PB 

To see these coats, telephone 
01-445 4900 lor an appointmenL 

ORIENTAL 
RUGS& 
KELIMS 

BOUGHT — SOLO 
EXCHANQED 
SMIIi outold* 
Duke ol York, 
Church Streot, 
Edgwara Road. 
Saturdajrt only. 

Detail! 01-267 1841 
atter 6.00 p.m. 

HIGHEST PRICES 
paid lor 

Gentlemen's cast-off Clothing 
WE GO ANYWHERE, ANY TIME 

S. DIENSTAG 
(01-272 4484) 

MADE-TO-MEASURE 
Double knit Jersey wool and washable 
drip-dry coats, suits, trouser-suita and 
dresses. Outsize our special i ty. From 
IL9,00 inclusive material, Aiso customers' 

own material made up. 

Phone: 01-459 5817 
Mrs. L. RudoHer 

DRESSMAKER 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
VIENNA TRAINED 

St. Johns Wood Area 
Phone for appointment: 

01-328 8718 

BELSIZE SQUARE GUEST 
HOUSE 

24 BELSIZE SQUARE. N.W.3 
Tel: 01-794 4307 or 01-43S 2SS7 
MODERN SELV-CATMINS NOUOAT 
R O O M S . RISIDSNT 

MOOCRATS TIRMS. 
NEAR SWIM COTTAaa STATION 

B u e c h e r in d e u t s c h e r 

S p r a c h e , B i lde r , M o e b e i 

u n d P o r z e l l a n k a u f t 

A . W . M y t z e 

Post fach 246 , D-1 Beri in 3 7 

Ich bltte um detallKerte Angabenl 
Die Buecher werden abgeholtl 

Keine Transportprobleme. 

Bezahlung bestens und umgehend I 

R * f» (tLHCTRICAL I f H 
. Ot. U . INSTALLATIONS) UlU. 

199b Belsize Road, N.W.* 

624 2646/328 2646 

Members: E.C.A. 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 

Charles N. Gilbert. F.B.Ch.A. 

CHIROPODIST 
ZIGGY'S, 47 FAIRFAX RD., NW6 
904 1945 — 328 5024 — 723 5424 

H. WOORTMAN & SON 
8 B a y n e s M e w s , H a m p s t e a d , N . W . 3 . 

P h o n e 435 3974 and 450 6266 

Continental Builder and Decorator 
Specialist in Dry Rot R epairs 

ESTIMATES FREE 

LUGGAGE 
HANDBAGS, UMBRELLAS AND 

ALL LEATHER GOODS 

TRAVEL GOODS 
H. F U C H S 

267 West End Lane, N.W.6 

Phone 435 2602 

MANICURE. PEDICURE, 
FACIALS 

AND FACE MASSAGE 
in your own home 

if required 
TRUDI CLAY. M. F. PHYS. 

Tel . : 328 3584 

AJR 
CeARITABlE TRUST 
These are the ways in which 

you can lielp. 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

UNDER COVENANT 
GIFTS IN 

YOUR LIFETIME 
A BEQUEST 

IN YOUR WILL 
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